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the total permanent membership about eight hun-
dred and twenty-five.

The program contained a lecture by Jupsox Daraxp
on malaria, illustrated by lantern slides. The Doctor
was elected an honorary member of the society. Two
alleged leprosy cases were exhibited by Dr.J. G. Mc-
Dovcar. These cases are quite distinctly an Ohio pro-
duction, adding to the interest in them. We shall
print this paper with the photographs in an early
number of the JOURNAL.

Other notable features of the sessions were an elab-
orate presentation of the status of the treatment of
diphtheria from different parts of the State by Drs.
Howarp and OnrmacHER, of Cleveland; Cask, of
Ashtabula; Moorg, of Columbus; EicuBErg, of Cin-
cinnati. An able paper was presented on hot-water
bath treatment of lobar pneumonia, by Dr.Jos. Eicu-
BERG, of Cincinnati; and one on typhoid fever by J.
E. WoopBrIDGE, of Youngstown.

One of the most important features was the organi-
zation of a committee on medical legislation based
on county representation, and the appropriation of
$500 to begin their work.

Ethical questions were decided, placing the society
unequivocally in the list of staunch supporters of
the Code of the AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Dgr. DaN. MiLLIKIN, of Hamilton, was elected Presi-
dent; Drs.J. H. Goss, of Lancaster, W, H. HumMIsTON,
of Cleveland, Jxo. A. Murpny, of Cincinnati, B. M.
RickEeTTs, of Cincinnati, Vice-Presidents. Dr. THos.
HusBarp, of Toledo, Secretary; Dr. H. M. W.
Moorg, of Columbus, Assistant Secretary; Dr. Jas.
A. Duncan, of Toledo, Treasurer.

The next meeting will be held in Columbus, May
27, 28, 29, 1896.

A BACTERIOLOGIC CONVENTION.

The Jour~aL of April 27 gave notice of the organi-
zation of a coGperative bacteriologic investigation
by the committee on water supplies of the American
Public Health Association, and of the difficulties
encountered by the committee in drawing up a scheme
of laboratory methods for use in the investigation.

We now invite the attention of boards of health,
State and municipal, to the call of the committee for
a convention in the Academy of Medicine, New York
City, on June 21 next. We trust that the laborato-
ries of each board will be represented at the meeting,
to aid in making its results give accurate expression
to the experience of American bacteriologists on the

points at issue. Collegiate institutions also are in-
terested, as the subjects to be discussed by the con-
vention are those of pure or scientific bacteriology
irrespective of the practical work hereafter to be
undertaken by the members of the committee.

The names of the bacteriologists who are to open
the discussion of the various points, give assurance
of the most advanced thought in each direction. We
print the call of the committee in another column.

TO THE NEW MEMBERS.

The Editor is in receipt of several letters inquiring
why the new members do not receive the Journar.
We have to say that we have been unable, up to this
time, to obtain a list of new members from either the
Permanent Secretary or the Treasurer. The gentle-
men who joined the AssociaTioN at the last meeting
will have to wait until the Treasurer’s office furnishes
the list. In the meantime we have estimated the
number of new members at 300 and are storing up
that number of extra copies.
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" Call for a Bacteriologic Convention.—The following, dated
May 21, 1895, has been issued by the Committee on Water
Supply of the American Public Health Association:

Sir:—Your presence is earnestly solicited at a Convention
of Bacteriologists to be held upon Friday and Saturday,
June 21 and 22,1895, in the Academy of Medicine, New York
City.

The Committee of the American Public Health Association
appointed to determine the possibility of establishing co-
operative investigation into the bacteriology of American
waters was from the outset impressed strongly by the faet
that the chaos at present existing with regard to the bacteri-
ology of water is essentially due to want of exactitude in the
details of research and more especially to the absence of
standard and generally accepted methods. The replies re-
ceived to letters circulated by the committee and addressed
to the leading laboratories of the United States and of
Canada, have indicated a general concurrence in the views
therein expressed and have shown how strong is the consen-
sus of the opinion that the time has come to attempt to
establish the methods of systematic bacteriology upon a
basis more nearly resembling that of an exact science. The
proposal that a econference be held has met with a most
willing response on the part not only of those representing
State, provincial and municipal boards of health, and con-
nected with the water supplies of large publie bodies, but
also of those interested in every branch of bacteriology.
The fact is fully appreciated that it is in the highest degree
desirable that the methods employed by any one worker in
any branch of systematic bacteriology should be such as
others can be expected also to repeat with precision and
should be such as gain the approval of the majority. A
satisfactory settlement of the questions given below is con-
ceded by experienced bacteriologists to be necessary for
substantial progress in the future, not only in the field of
pure bacteriology, but also along those lines in which its ap-
plication plays a prominent part—in the bacteriology of
water, air, soil, milk, ete.,and in that of disease. The con-
ference will therefore be an attempt to establish some com-
mon ground-plan for systematic work in baecteriology in
general,in the bacteriology of American watersin particular.

The committee is authorized to announce at this date that
discussion on the pointsat issue will be opened as follows:

1. What method shall be followed in neutralizing all media,
and what standard degrees of reaction shall be adopted?

The discussion upon this and upon questions 3 and 8 will
be opened by G. W. Fuller, 8.B,, Biologist in charge of the
Lawrence Experimental Station of the State Board of Health,
Massachusetts, who will communicate the results obtained
by the committee upon these points.

2. What effects upon species differentiation, are produced
by the ordinary differences in composition of peptone, meat
juice, gelatine, ete. W.T. Sedgwick, Ph. D., Biologist to the
State Board of Health, Massachusetts.

3. What media shall be used for all species differentiation,
and how shall they be uniformly prepared?

4. What shall be the medium for and the conditions of,
the stock culture from which all media are seeded? E.O.
Jordan, Ph. D., University of Chicago.

5. What shall be the systematic detatled method to be
followed in observing the results of cultures and the manner
of recording them? W. T. Sedgwick, Ph. D.

6. What method shall be adopted by which full benefit
may be derived from morphologic characteristics? Dr.T.M
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Cheesman, Laboratory of College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, New York,

7. What tests shall be used for separating bacteria into
clearly marked groups? Wpyatt G. Johnston, M.D., Bacte-
riologist to the Board of Health of the Province of Quebec.

8. What shall be the method followed in determining the
relation of bacteria to temperature? Geo. M. Sternberg,
Surgeon-General, U. 8. A.

9. What special methods are of value in the isolation of
pathogenic bacteria in water? A. C. Abbott, M.D., Univer-
sity Laboratory of Hygiene, Philadelphia, Pa.; E. O. Jordan,
Ph.D., University of Chicago.

10. What shall be the method of procedure in determin-
ing the pathogenesis of bacteria found in water? W.H.
Weleh, M.D., Johns Hopkins University, and Victor C.
Vaughan, M.D., University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

11. How is variability of species to be regarded? J.G.
Adami, M.D., MeGill University, Montreal.

12. What new methods can be suggested for the separa-
tion of bacteria into groups and for the identification of
species? J. J, MacKenzie, Bacteriologist to the Board of
Health of the Province of Ontario.

Communications in connection with these subjects have
also been promised by several others, including: Thos. B.
Carpenter, M.D., Health Department, Baffalo, N. Y.; H. C.
Ernest, Harvard Medical School; C. J. Foote, Yale Univer-
sity; H. L. Russell, Agricultural Experiment Station,
University of Wisconsin; C. Smart, Major and Surgeon,
U. 8. Army; E. B. Shuttleworth, University of Trinity Col-
lege, Toronto.

The full program giving detailed order of proceedings
will be issued early in June. The replies already received
by the committee have assured us that the bacteriologic
departments of many State, provincial and municipal boards
of health will be represented at the conference, as also the
principal universities of the United States and Canada.
The conference will thus be a peculiarly representative
assembly of bacteriologists. Theimportance of the subjects
to be discussed leads us to hope that you will be present or
berepresented by a delegate. The convention will be called
to order at 10 .M., on Friday, June 21.

Yours faithfully,
CHARLES SMART,
J. GEORGE ADAMI,
GEORGE W. FULLER,
Wryarr G. JOHNSTON.

NECROLOGY.

CarL THIERSCH, M.D., the eminent German surgeon, died
on the 28th ult. at Leipzig, aged 73 years. He was a native
of Bavaria and was educated at the University of Munich,
graduating in 1846. He afterward resided successively in
Berlin, Vienna and Paris. He was a frequent contributor
to the literature of his profession, and the system of skin-
grafting which he introduced is now generally adopted by
surgeons throughout the world. He also wrote upon maxil-
lary necrosis from phosphorus and upon Listerian methods
in surgery.

GEORGE A. PERKINs, M.D., who died in Salem, Mass, on May
18, was a man of mark and of varied experience. He was
born in Salem, Oct. 15, 1813, and received his early educa-
tion in the local schools. When he was 20 years old he en-
gaged as a wood-engraver with a New York publishing house
and so condinued until 1836. After his return from Africa,
whither he went as an Episcopalian missionary, he entered
Harvard University Medical Department. He took his de-
gree there in 1844, and soon afterward returned to Fishtown,
in West Africa, to serve as a medical missionary. In 1850 he
returned to his native town and at the age of 37 began life
anew in the pursuit of private practice, and not long after
began with others to agitate for the formation of the Salem
Hospital. That institution, of which Dr. Perkins was con-
sulting physician at a recent date, was launched in 1874. He
was Post Surgeon at Forts Lee and Pickering from Decem-
ber, 1863, to May, 1865, and for a long time physician at the
Salem House of Correction and the almshouse. He was

widely known as an expert microscopist and chemist. He
was a member of the Salem School Committee for fifteen
years, and of the Essex Institute, Massachusetts Medical
Society, New England Historical and Genealogical Society,
Starr King Lodge of Free Masons, Salem Athenzeum, and the
Tabernacle Church. He was a member of the original staff
of the Salem Hospital.

Hexry JosepH Hessg, M.D., formerly a coroner of Kings
County, N. Y., died May 19 at his home in Brooklyn in the
forty-second year of his age. He was born in New York of
German parents, and in 1876 received his degree in medi-
cine from the Long Island College Hospital. He began prac-
tice at once in the eastern district of the city of Brooklyn,
where he continued during his professional life. The cause
of his death was erysipelas, an attack of two weeks’ duration
followed about a week ‘before death by a pneumonia.

RicHarDp Dupors Traver, M.D., of Troy, N. Y., died sud-
denly May 17, from a poisonous dose of chloral. It is stated
that he mistook the latter drug for Epsom salts, and imme-
diately upon swallowing the solution he recognized that he
had made a mistake. He busied himself for some time in
his own office consulting his books for an antidote for the
poison. He thus lost valuable time,and when it was too late
went to the office of a neighboring physician. He there se-
cured help, but it was unavailing, for death ensued not long
afterward. He was an alumnus of the St, Louis Medical
College in 1864, and of Bellevue College in 1867. He was
eminent in his county organizations, having been president
of his medical society. He was a member of his State Asso-
ciation and a veteran of the Rebellion, and also served in
the 8th United States heavy artillery and the 7th Minnesota
Infantry. He was also a prominent Mason. The Doctor
was 56 years of age and had resided in Troy about twenty
years.

Pror. Gustav HirscHFELD, of the University of Konigs-
berg, died in Wiesbaden on April 20, after a long and heroie
fight with cancer. In the vain hope of obtaining relief he
even came to America, and became an inmate of the New
York Cancer Hospital for a time. In his great and minute
knowledge of Asia Minor and all matters pertaining thereto
he was easily without a peer. He was a Jew, gifted with
keenness of intellect and charm of manner as are few men.
He died in the very prime of manhood.—The Independent.

W. MaLrLer PrEVOsT, M.D. A press dispatch announces
the decease of the above named physician, late of Phila-
delphia, as having occurred May 13, at Fresnillo, Mexico.

J. F. Simmons, M.D., of Houston, Texas, is reported by
telegraph to have been fatally shot by Robert Owen. It is
stated that the physician was at the house of his assailant,
having been summoned there to see a sick child. The as-
sailant also shot his wife, but not fatally; he then commit-
ted suicide.

Wirtiam M: THORNTON, M.D., of Boston, Mass., May 23,
aged 49.——Robert L. Mintie, M.D., of Chicago, May 21, aged
45.——Mary H. Thompson, M.D., of Chicago, May 21,
aged 62.——Ezra Pascal Allen, M.D., of Athens, Pa., May 21,
aged 74¢.——W. L. Blickhan, M.D., of St. Louis, May 20, aged
33, superintendent of the St. Louis City Hospital——J. D.
Carter, M.D., of Knoxville, Tenn., May 19.——Jay Guy Lewis,
M.D, of Sparta, Ore., May 12.——S. W. Beck, M.D., of Wash-
ington, Ind., May 16, aged 78.——James H. Fore, M.D., of
Baltimore, May 16.——Chauncey R. Fairchild, M.D., of Kan-
sas City, Mo., May 16, aged 77. David Youngman, M.D,,
of Boston, Mass., May 11, aged 78.——J. J. Mc¢Manus, M.D,,
of Rutland, Vt., May 15. G. S. Butler, M.D., of Edgefield,
8. C., April 28.——Fred. Barrett, M.D., of Duluth, May 17.
J. R. Flowers, M.D., of Columbus, Ohio, aged 59.
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