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a talent for elucidation, illustration and application. The pres-
ent volume has not been surpassed by any annual in the entire
series.

There are four full-page half-tone pictures and over one hun-
dred illustrations in the text. We have a graphic chart, and
brief harmony of the Life of Christ and an admirable Bibliog-
raphy. Each lesson presents us with some ‘‘Suggestions to the
Teacher and his Class,”’ ‘“‘Round Table Topics,”” ‘‘Plan of the
Lesson,’’” ‘“The Lesson in Art,”’ ‘‘The Lesson in its Setting,”’
““The Teacher’s Library’’ and ‘‘The Lesson in Literature.”’

For nearly twenty years the writer of this review has used
Peloubet’s Seleet Notes with growing interest and profit.

Byron H. DEMENT.

The Christ, the Church, and the Child. By Carey Bonner, General
Secretary, Sunday School Union. London, 1911. James Clarke & Co.
Cloth boards. Crown 8vo. 2/6 net.

The American psychological experts, like Coe, Starbuck and
Hall, now have a worthy English colleague in Secretary Bonner,
of the Sunday School Union, London.

The alliterative title of this fresh and practical volume was
the theme recently discussed by Mr. Bonner on the Ridley Lec-
tureship, in connection with the Regent’s Park College, London.

The book containg four lectures which are sub-divided into
twenty chapters.

Lecture I. Beginning at the Springs; Lecture II. The Sun-
day School as an Instrument of Religious Education; Lecture
III. The Church as a Training Place for Character and Con-
duct; Lecture IV. The Minister’s Personal Leadership of his
Young People. Mr. Bonner is a close observer of current move-
ments in the religious sphere and a writer who makes you see
the needs of the hour and the most effective agencies for moral
and spiritual transformation. He knows how to deal with exist-
ing conditions, and is therefore helpful to all who wish to know
that they may do.
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_ Chapter I, on the Formative Years, is exceptionally valuable.
It contains the results of some original investigation conducted
by Mr. Bonner, to ascertain the age and agencies of conversion.
Such investigations will make England less dependent upon
“the daughter race’’ for data in religious psychology. In the
main his results are confirmatory of those reached by American
psychologists, yet there are striking differences, due chiefly to
national traditions, ideals and environment. ¢‘Seventy-three
per cent. of those who come to religious decision are 18 years or
under.”” ‘‘It is worth noting that, nationally, the mean life-
time is forty-six years. If we take half of this, twenty-three
years, then the percentages are remarkable, showing that 89.12%
of the male, and 94.82% of the female, religious decisions, take
place before this age.”’

Of the 4,000 cases examined, 86% of the males and 87% of
the females reported their conversion at definite ages.

The estimate given by 400 ministers of the proportion of
Sunday School Scholars in new church members received dur-
ing the past three years is 48%,

Of 300, who mentioned the most direct cause of the religious
change, 119 named the home and 104 church and school agencies
combined. This speaks well for the Christian training in the
English home. ,

Many are the Chiristian workers on both sides of the Atlantic
who will be grateful to Mr. Bonner for his illuminating discus-
sion, ‘

Byron H. DeMEeNT.

Sunday School Essentials. By Amos R. Wells. W. A. Wilde Co.
Boston and Chicago. $1.00.

Few men have written more extensively or more wisely on
Sunday School principles and practices than has Mr. Wells,
author of Sunday School Problems, Sunday School Success, ete.
In his new book, Mr. Wells endeavors to present what every
Sunday School teacher and superintendent needs the most in
order to win success. The author says that ‘‘the thoughts and
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