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ABSTRACT BOOK

Fish and Fishing communities: Understanding Ancient and Modern Fisheries

The paper focuses on fish consumption and longdistance fish trade in the
Medieval monastery Studenica in Serbia, from the perspective of archaeozoology,
historical sources and pictorial evidence. Medieval written sources on the subject
suggest that fish was available primarily to particular social classes – the royalty,
nobles and monasteries. Preserved muniments indicate that the majority of
distinguished monasteries during the 13th15th centuries had their own fishing
ponds, fishing grounds and their own fishermen. Fish consumption occupied an
important role in monastic contexts, both in Christian religious practices (e.g. Lent)
as well as in celebrations commemorating the Virgin Mary and the monastery
founder, during which highquality fish was obtained from greater distances.
Ichthyoarchaeological remains discussed in this paper originate from waste
deposition areas within and outside of the ramparts of the Studenica monastery,
accumulated during the 14th and first half of the 15th centuries. Apart from remains
of locally available species (catfish, carp, pike), the faunal assemblage contained
the remains of migratory sturgeons (beluga, Russian sturgeon, stellate sturgeon)
most likely transported from the Danube area, about 200 km away as the crow
flies. Skeletal element distribution, butchering traces and size estimations (of
beluga in particular) indicate that large specimens (over 2 m in total length) were
brought whole to the monastery, possibly dried or salted. Their occurrence is an
additional indicator of longdistance fish trade recorded in muniments, and it offers
new insights into economic, social and religious practices in Medieval Eastern
Orthodox monasteries.
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Neolithic fishing landscapes: Case studies from Serbian sites in the gorges
and in the plains
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The MesolithicNeolithic settlements in the Danube Gorges (NorthCentral
Balkans) flourished in a specific landscape, with rapid changes in the riverbed,
whirlpools, cataracts and strong river currents. These features were particularly
favourable for fishing, and led to the prolonged stay of human communities during
the Mesolithic (ca. 95006200 cal BC) and the emergence of permanent
settlements in the Transformational MesolithicNeolithic phase (ca. 62005900 cal
BC). Even with the appearance of domestic animals after 6000 cal BC, these
settlements remained in use primarily as fishing centres, suggesting that
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subsistence strategies in the Danube Gorges remained unchanged even after the
appearance of the first farming and stock breeding communities. Apart from the
Danube Gorges, these ‘new’ communities settled in strikingly different landscapes
– the hilly terrain of the Central Balkans and the flat terrain of the Pannonian plain,
more suitable for farming and animal herding. However, the spatial clustering of
Early Neolithic sites in the vicinity of rivers and lakes, as well as the occurrence of
fish remains, signal that fishing occupied a significant role at least at some
locations. The paper explores the role and extent of aquatic resource exploitation
at the advent of food production, both in the Danube Gorges area where fishing
represented a long local tradition, and in the newly established Neolithic sites in
the Pannonian plain. The aim of this study, as well as future analyses of Early
Neolithic faunal assemblages, is to problematise the presumed dichotomy
between Mesolithic and Early Neolithic subsistence strategies, and the
relationship between economic practices and particular landscapes.
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