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THE RARE BOOKS COLLECTION OF CAPODIMONTE ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY WILL BE SHORTLY ON THE WEB:

THE ANCIENT SCIENCE IS AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE
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The library of the Capodimonte Astronomical Observatory was established by the astronomer Federigo Zuccari in 1812, when the Observatory was founded. Currently, 38.000 volumes are conserved and about 5%
of this heritage 1s formed by ancient books of great historical and scientific value, which are hard to find in Campania and, generally, in the Southern of Italy.

Thanks to the dedicated project “Recupero, valorizzazione, digitalizzazione e immissione in rete dei beni della Biblioteca dell’ INAF-Osservatorio Astronomico di Capodimonte”, the Capodimonte Astronomical
Observatory started in 2010 a program aimed at preserving this collection and making it accessible to a audience of users. This project, promoted by INAF-Capodimonte Astronomical Observatory, was supported
by the Campania Region through European funds (POR Campania FESR 2007/2013) labeled “Culture as a resource™.
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The final act of the project was the publication of a bibliographical catalog, Le Cinquecentine dell’Osservatorio
Astronomico di Capodimonte, addressed to specialized users (historians of science and bibliophiles) and
specifically dedicated to books of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
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The 38 editions described 1n the catalog include 1 incunabulum and 38 Cinquecentine (one of
them is in two copies).
The incunabulum 1s the famous venetian edition of Sacrobosco’s Tractatus de sphaera printed in
1488, while, between the works of the sixteenth century, the reader can find many rare editions,
IR such as: the first two editions of De Revolutionibus orbium coelestium by Niccolo Copernico,
i respectively printed in 1543 and 1566, the Tabulae astronomicae by Georg Joachim Rheticus,
the Calendarium Palaestinorum by Uri Ben Simeon and the works of the French mathematician
Francois Viete.
The catalog was presented during a workshop on the rare books, “L’eredita dei Giganti” (The
Legacy of the Giants) organized by the Observatory and the Campania section of the AIB (Italian
Librarian Association) on 30 May, 2014. The project, based on the use of new technologies and
innovative contents, was fully consistent with the expected purposes, aimed at the national and
international valorization and promotion of local heritage.
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