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Various types of tone system evolution in Southern Min dialects
and their geographical distribution in Quanzhou, Zhangzhou, Xiamen and Kinmen

Cai-yang CHEN (independent researcher)

This paper modifies the tone value system of common ancestral dialect of the main coastal
Southern Min dialects (Hirayama, 2016) and categorizes the tone systems of 125 Southern Min
dialect points in Quanzhou, Zhangzhou, Xiamen and Kinmen (Ang, 2023) based on their types
of reconstructed diachronic evolution from the said modified tone value system according to the
circular current theory on the phonetic values of tones (Hirayama, 2005).

The tone value system of each dialect point is categorized based on how many times the
values of its tones have become a high falling tone from a high level tone diachronically
(“time(s)”) and how many tones are currently high level (Hirayama, 2005). The former defines
the dialect point’s “series” (1 = yinping; 2 = yangping; 3 = yinshang; 4 = yangshang; 5 = yinqu;
6 = yangqu; 7 = yinru; 8 = yangru), while the latter determines the number preceding “HL”.

This paper then maps these types of tone system evolution to observe their geographical
distribution. It shows that the tone values of the dialects in Zhangzhou, Xiamen and Kinmen
have generally gone further around the circular current than those in Quanzhou, indicating that
the tone value systems of the dialects in Quanzhou are rather conservative.
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(The map is based on Chk2011, 2020; Onishi, 2003)



Linguistic maps of kinship terms in Vietnamese
Tran Thi Hong Hanh
Faculty of Linguistics, USSH Hanoi

There appears to be widespread agreement that kinship terms are considered as specific
vocabulary in Vietnamese because kinship terms are used not only to address kinship relationships
but also to address widely in social interaction among non-kin. This paper investigates kinship
terms in Vietnamese dialects. After investigating and establishing a list of kinship words in
Vietnamese dialects, the paper will show the distribution of kinship terms in Vietnamese dialects
on maps drawn by ArcGIS. The history and origin of these kinship variants can be reconstructed
by interpreting their distribution. These interpretations will provide further support for the
historical approach to the study of kinship terms in Vietnamese dialects, which aims to enhance
our understanding of language contact in the past.
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