
Spreadsheets to model counterfactual tropical forest losses (1990-2019) for Brazil,
Democratic Republic of Congo and Indonesia

18 spreadsheets cover a period of five years each and have been used to simulate the
counterfactual forest losses underlying the publication:

“Trends in tropical forest loss and the social value of emission reductions: harnessing market-
driven counterfactual land-use simulation,”

by Thomas Knoke, Nick Hanley, Rosa Maria Roman-Cuesta, Ben Groom, Frank Venmans
and Carola Paul

The spreadsheets are based on the dynamic robust multifunctional land-use allocation
program described in ref.1. A static version to simulate land-use allocation for land
rehabilitation initiatives is provided by ref.2 and by ref.3 as a version programmed in R.
However, the new spreadsheets are enhanced by Monte-Carlo simulation-optimization
programs, where multiple individual land manager groups are characterized by stochastic
profit scenarios to simulate heterogenous expectations of decision makers. The simulation is
conducted by solving multiple linear programs, each of which uses randomly different
hypothetically expected profit scenarios for land manager groups.

All spreadsheets have the same structure, but differ concerning the initial landscape
composition (B23:H23, examples from Brazil, spreadsheet “Brazil spreadsheet 1990_1994”),

the considered uncertainty intervals (AF46 and AG46),

the expected profit coefficients (sheet “Profit coefficients from FAO”),

and the associated ranges of the random profit scenarios (generated in BB1056:MU2055, only
part of which is seen below).



Note that the initial landscape composition is also a random outcome from 1995 onwards,
consisting of the resulting landscape composition of a previous simulation period. For each
period, counterfactual simulations have been repeated five times and the initial landscape
composition of the subsequent period consists of their average land-cover proportions.

For a new simulation run, one has to paste newly simulated random profit scenarios copied
from the matrix BB1056:MU2055 (which simulates random profits) into BB53:MU1052 and
then start a sequence of 50 simulation runs, using Frontline Analytic Solver Optimization plus
Simulation® (V2022.5) standard Linear Programming/Quadratic Engine.

PsiOptParam(…;…) in AA46 then generates 50 index numbers,

which inform the lookup functions in AA53:AF1052 about where to read the matrix
BB53:MU1052 to obtain corresponding random profit coefficients.



One robust optimization program is then solved for each index number and the resulting
landscape composition at the end of the considered period is written into the cells Y2:AP26,
using PsiOptValue(…;…) functions. The numbers are the shares of land covered by a land-
use/land-cover type in a specific scenario.

50 stored example landscape compositions at the end of the considered period are displayed in
AS2:Bl26.
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