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Digital scholarly editions are key resources for arts and
humanities research, and predate in various forms the
concepts of digital humanities or humanities computing
(Sula and Hill 2019). While individual projects are remem-
bered for their contribution to the field, few comprehen-
sive data sources exist to show the development of the
field. This poster is both an analysis of the sources from
which to write a history of digital scholarly editing, and an
overview of the state and development of the field using
quantitative methods.

Digital editions are positioned between drawing from
archived material, and being an archive themselves (Dil-
len 2019, 266). In addition to that, digital editions also are
web resources in need of archiving, lest they fall subject
to link rot and very soon disappear from the web either
for the lack of a persistent identifier or lack of mainten-
ance. For digital editions past and present, two main data
sources are available. Patrick Sahle lists around 700 edi-
tions in a curated catalog (Sahle, n.d.), while the Catalo-
gue of Digital Editions features about 320 digital editions
in a database (Franzini 2012). Both sources have different
criteria for inclusion, overlap in content and differ in gra-
nularity, yet these are the sources from which a history
of digital scholarly editions will mostly draw. Analysis of
these sources will present them in their scope, aim and
usability for research, while highlighting underrepresen-
ted areas of data collection on digital scholarly editions.

Adding to the collection of material to describe the
history and development of digital editions, the second
phase of C21 Editions project engaged in semi-structu-
red interviews with an extensive group of 50 experts and
stakeholders from a range of relevant disciplines, inclu-

ding digital scholarly editing, digital publishing, archiving
and preservation, interface design, and creative practice.
As the field of digital scholarly editions is by now old en-
ough to span entire academic careers, these interviews
represent a wealth of insight into the developments of the
field. The interviews have been coded and allow for auto-
mated analysis of this novel primary source. This poster
will present the preliminary results of analyzing the coded
interviews with a special emphasis on digital publishing,
open data and open access and research infrastructu-
res.

A quantitative analysis of the data sources combined
with the coded interviews will then provide data-driven in-
sight into the development of digital scholarly editions
since the 1970s. The analysis will in a first step focus on
the amount of projects and their average duration over
time to produce an overview of the field. In a second
step, long-term cycles such as the adaptation of TEI-XML
and open access standards will be analyzed. Preserva-
tion and availability of all editions listed in both data sour-
ces will show the loss rate affecting digital scholarly edi-
tions and lead back to a discussion of the current state
and history of the field based on the work currently being
undertaken within the C21 Editions project.
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