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CITIZEN SCIENCE & DATA MANAGEMENT

The case of the Historical Database of Suriname and Curacao

1. Short introduction of the HDSC

2. Datamanagement: collecting data, keeping data and giving data back

3. Handwritten text regognition (HTR) and hybrid transcription



HISTORICAL DATABASE SURINAME AND CURACAO

Short introduction of the HDSC

2017 Citizen science project Surinamese slave registers

2018-20 Slave registers Suriname and Curacao published.

2021 Start CS-project civil records of Suriname

The aim of the HDSC is to build a historical database of 
the entire population of Suriname and Curacao (1830-1950)
according to a life course approach and to make these 
databases freely available to researchers and the public.



The Historical Database of Suriname and Curacao exists thanks to 1,000+ current 
and former volunteers, dozens of students, 400 donors, the organizations listed 
below, 8 board members and 6 project team members. 



DATAMANAGEMENT: COLLECTING DATA



Short introduction of the HDSC

• Volunteers enter data via website hetvolk.org

• Each record: two people enter data, third check

• Then final check by the project management

• Supported with a forum via hdsc.ning.com

• In addition, online training sessions, manuals, lectures and media attention.

• This creates a community that wants to get involved and also learn about history 
and historical sources.

HISTORICAL DATABASE SURINAME AND CURACAO



HISTORICAL DATABASE SURINAME AND CURACAO

1. Measured over one year, the input is still very constant.

2. The secret of the project is in the middle group
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HISTORICAL DATABASE SURINAME AND CURACAO

1. Measured over one year, the input is still very constant.

2. The secret of the project is in the middle group
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DATAMANAGEMENT: KEEPING DATA AND GIVING IT BACK

https://www.nationaalarchief.cw/api/picturae/slavenregister/persons
https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/index/nt00461

https://www.nationaalarchief.cw/api/picturae/slavenregister/persons
https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/index/nt00461


1) Accuracy of handwritten text recognition (HTR)

2) Identification of fields / extract information

3) Implementation in crowdsourcing environment

HTR and hybrid transcription 



STEP 1: HTR, TRAINING A MODEL

https://transkribus.eu/lite/nl/collection/137420/doc/928918/detail/11?view=both


• HDS_v1_print_handwritten

• Language: Dutch

• Nr. of Epochs: 50

• HTR Base Model: IJsberg

• Nr. of Words: 9758

• Nr. of Lines: 2014

•

• CER on Training set: 1.66%

• CER on Validation set: 5.57% (After 
10 Epochs: 6.7%)



Orange: trained model 
Green: ground truth

https://transkribus.eu/lite/nl/collection/137420/doc/928918/detail/11?view=both


STEP 2: IDENTIFYING FIELDS



STEP 3: IMPLEMENTATION IN CITIZEN SCIENCE ENVIRONMENT



HDSC

Want more information?

Mail or phone Coen van Galen: 

Coen.vangalen@ru.nl or 06- 422 35 325

Project website:  https://hdsc.ning.com

Background info: https://ru.nl/hdsc

mailto:Coen.vangalen@ru.nl
https://hdsc.ning.com/
https://ru.nl/hdsc

