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What are preprints?
● Scholarly/academic article
● Available open access
● Posted before or in conjunction with the submission of 

the article to a journal. 
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 Preprints
Full draft or complete 
scientific manuscripts 
shared publicly online 
before they are peer 
reviewed by the 
journals.

● Publicly free

● Exposure

● Citations

● Credits

● Feedback

Benefits

Ahmad (2020) [https://doi.org/10.32388/U0P9YF]

https://doi.org/10.32388/U0P9YF


https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/biology-preprints-over-time

https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/biology-preprints-over-time


The history of preprints







https://asapbio.org/2021-asapbio-fellows

https://asapbio.org/2021-asapbio-fellows


What are the benefits of preprints?
● Rapid dissemination of information
● Increase article citations
● Provides other avenues for review
● Provides evidence of productivity
● Creates opportunities for networking and collaboration 



https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full#F8

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full#F8


How to search preprint literature
A) 

B) Multidisciplinary preprint servers

● OSF Preprints: Supported by the Center for Open Science, OSF is a free 
and open platform that supports a variety of discipline specific preprint 
servers. The OSF search aggregator allows users to search through its own 
preprint collections and those of other organizations.

● PrePubMed: An independent effort to index preprints from a variety of 
sources (including ones mentioned above) that fit the profile of articles 
which would appear on PubMed once published.

● SSRN: Multidisciplinary preprint server now owned by Elsevier.

https://osf.io/preprints/
http://www.prepubmed.org/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/


C) Discipline Specific Preprint Servers

● arXiv: physics, mathematics, computer science, quantitative biology, 
quantitative finance, statistics, electrical engineering and systems science, 
and economics

● bioRxiv: biology and life sciences 
● ChemRxiv: chemistry
● EarthArXiv: earth sciences
● engrXiv: engineering
● medRxiv: health sciences/clinical research
● NutriXiv: nutritional sciences
● PsyArXiv: psychological sciences
● SocArXiv: social sciences
● SportRXiv: sport, exercise, performance, and health research.

 

https://arxiv.org/
https://www.biorxiv.org/
https://chemrxiv.org/
https://eartharxiv.org/
https://engrxiv.org/
https://www.medrxiv.org/
https://osf.io/preprints/nutrixiv
https://psyarxiv.com/
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv
https://osf.io/preprints/sportrxiv




https://asapbio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ASA
Pbio-post-preprints-5-steps-aw-ac-1.pdf

https://asapbio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ASAPbio-post-preprints-5-steps-aw-ac-1.pdf
https://asapbio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ASAPbio-post-preprints-5-steps-aw-ac-1.pdf


What to consider before posting a preprint

It is important to check the policies of any journal you may 
wish to submit to before releasing a preprint. 

To learn about publisher and journal policies you can use:

● SHERPA/RoMIO 
● Transpose 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
https://transpose-publishing.github.io/#/


It is also important to evaluate the preprint server 
you are thinking of submitting to.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-od-17-050.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-od-17-050.html


Some preprint 
servers also have 
formal connection to 
journals to make the 
process of 
transferring 
preprints to journals 
easier for authors.

https://theplosblog.plos.org/2019/08/medrxiv-to-plos-direct-preprint-transfers/

https://theplosblog.plos.org/2019/08/medrxiv-to-plos-direct-preprint-transfers/


Consider how to license your preprint.
● Licensing your preprint to facilitate 

reuse by others will help accelerate 
discovery and provide new 
opportunities for your work to be cited.

● In their notice on preprints, the NIH 
specifically recommends that authors 
choose a  Creative Commons 
Attribution (CC-BY) license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode


Common questions or concerns about 
preprints.

1. Can a preprint provide a record of priority for idea 
development or discovery?

2. Will publishing work as a preprint mean that an idea is 
more likely to get scooped?

3. Is an article which has been posted as a preprint 
automatically of a lower quality than one published in a 
journal?

4. Will the publication of preprints lead to an increase in 
incorrect information being reported in the media?





The Future of Pre Prints
● “Preprints provide a route to the long-desired goal of making research information freely and 

immediately available to anyone...They also create opportunities for evolution of the 
publishing ecosystem”

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full.pdf

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full.pdf




The Future of Preprints
● The very existence of preprints is promoting experimentation with the peer review process at 

journals...This is particularly timely given ongoing discussions about the potential for more 
open and/or transparent peer-review processes. 

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full.pdf

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/833400v1.full.pdf
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AfricArXiv is a community-led platform for African scientists 

of any discipline to present their research findings and 

connect with other researchers.

 Our repository partners

The African OA platform

https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/
https://africarxiv.pubpub.org/
https://zenodo.org/communities/africarxiv/
https://www.scienceopen.com/collection/africarxiv
https://africarxiv.pubpub.org/
https://zenodo.org/communities/africarxiv/


Our Mission

We are establishing an independent and open research repository and 

interoperable source of contributions for and from researchers working on 

pan-African advancement to increase discoverability of African researchers’ 

output and for all scientists who work in an African context.



The Challenges

African researchers tend to be less integrated into 

international research networks

Low visibility of African scholarly output 

internationally

Restricted access to research funding

Language barriers 



We partner with established scholarly repository services to provide a 

platform for African scientists of any discipline to present their research 

findings and connect with other researchers on the African continent and 

globally.

The Solution



- from researchers working in and about Africa
Submission of Research items

- checkpoints for quality assurance

Submission Moderation 

- assigning a DOI to each submitted item
- inked to the researchers ORCID ID
- indexing in scholarly search engines 

Discoverability 



Traditional publishing and preprint publishing

Figure 1 in Publications 2019, 7(2), 34;
doi.org/10.3390/publications7020034

https://doi.org/10.3390/publications7020034


Licenses for scholarly output

Adapted from training.instructure.com 

creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Persistent Identifiers 
  making African scholarly output discoverable

➔ ORCID for individual researchers

➔ DOI for scholarly output

➔ ROR for institutions





africarxiv.figshare.com/articles/presentation/Introduction_to_Transcriptomics/14854572 

doi.org 

https://africarxiv.figshare.com/articles/presentation/Introduction_to_Transcriptomics/14854572
https://www.doi.org/


Kenya

ror.org/search?query=kenya 

https://ror.org/search?query=kenya


Language Diversity 

We need language diversity in science.  

We need a common language to connect.

We suggest a balanced use of both while using as much 
technology for support as possible.



AfricArXiv accepts submissions in 
African languages 
AfricArXiv users can submit their work in Swahili, Hausa 

Yoruba, Igbo, Afrikaans, Wolof, Fon, Amharic, or any other 
national or regional African language. 

About 2,000 languages are spoken in Africa. 

A high amount of traditional and indigenous knowledge 

https://www.masakhane.io/
https://www.africanscilit.org/


Opportunities 
Increased digitally discoverability of African content 

Build our own scientometrics based on measurable outputs

Working with established infrastructure providers for long term 
digital storage

Evidence-based policy in M&E of output contextualised to the 
needs of African research stakeholders



+ raising the profile of African researchers
+ worldwide online visibility 

Reputation Building

+ indexing of shared research items 
+ assigning DOIs
+ open licensing

Discoverability of research output

+ trainings and webinars on scholarly publishing
+ with researchers across Africa and worldwide

Networking & Capacity building

Benefits for Researchers 



Benefits for Libraries 

+ DOI assignment and open licensing options
+ Create an independent digital OA publishing environment
+ Complementary to your existing system/s

State-of-the-art publishing infrastructure
+ Promote best practices in open scholarly publishing
+ Foster research equity for African scholars
+ Curate topic-specific and interdisciplinary collections 

Collaborate

Reputation Building

+ Raising the profile of African research institutions
+ Worldwide online visibility 
+ Indexing in various scholarly databases



+ invite submissions from across Africa 
+ indexing in various scholarly databases
+ curate topic-specific and interdisciplinary collections 

Promote your journals and/or books

+ DOI assignment and open licensing options
+ complementary to your existing system/s
+ overlay journal systems 

State-of-the-art publishing infrastructure
+ Promote best practices in open scholarly publishing
+ Foster research equity for African scholars

Collaborate

Benefits for Publishers 



Accepted submissions per country (author affiliation in Africa, Oct 2021).



Accepted submissions per research discipline (Oct 2021)





osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/discover

https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/discover


zenodo.org/communities/africarxiv/

https://zenodo.org/communities/africarxiv/?page=1&size=20


CALENDLY.COM/AFRICARXIV

africarxiv.org  |  info@africarxiv.org

Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Instagram: @AfricArXiv 

the pan-African 
                  Portal 

Link to the slide decks:  
https://bit.ly/bioRTC-talks 

mailto:info@africarxiv.org
https://bit.ly/bioRTC-talks


Questions?


