
Continuous

Categorical (single)
Categorical (multiple)

e.g. “cancer code” variable 20001, with 
values 1039, 1044, 1059

Create binary variable per category
e.g. “cancer code”, 

v20001_1039: true or false
v20001_1044: true or false
v20001_1059: true or false

Test association using 
logistic regression

UnorderedSome natural 
ordering

Test association using 
ordinal logistic 

regression

Test association using 
multinomial logistic 

regression

3 - 20 distinct 
values

Test association using linear 
regression

>= 20 distinct 
values

Integer

Only two 
categories

Remove variables with < 10 
examples in a category

Remove 
categories with 
< 10 examples

<= 20% examples 
with same value

Inverse-rank normal 
transformation

>2 distinct 
values

Continuous

BinaryOrdered 
categorical

Unordered 
categorical

2 distinct 
values

2 distinct 
values

Remove variables with < 500 
examples

Remove variables 
with < 500 examples

Remove variables 
with < 500 examples

Remove variables 
with < 500 examples

< 20 distinct 
values

Only one 
value

Remove 
categories with 
< 10 examples

Only one 
value

> 20% examples 
with same value

Only one 
value

Remove 
categories with 
< 10 examples


