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Lauren:

Giles:
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Different/brave thinking required
Got to go our own way!

free writing over making
envelope with smaller ones inside containing writings
Global - philosophy/big ideas, overarching things

Regional - problematic (history, colonialism, exploitation etc)

Space & scale

Aligning the 4 scales with 4 spheres (cryosphere,
hydrosphere, lithosphere, atmosphere).

How we are held by them... both within and upon the Earth.
Global - cryosphere: too vast and remote: out of our hands.
Influenced by humans as a species but beyond our individual

abilities to act

Regional - hydrosphere: UK as an island surrounded by
water. Oceans as vast and unstoppable... King Canute refuting
his sycophants by proving his power didn’t extend to the
waves. But the sea is always something we test ourselves &

our limits against.
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A Little Earth: The <<o_._\M-m
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Hako Ceremony (Pawnee)
“The circle represents a nest... although we are imitating the bird making its nest, there is
another meaning to the action; we are thinking of Tirawa making the world for the people
to live in. If you go on a high hill and look around, you will see the sky touching the earth
on every side, and within this circlular enclosure the people live. So the circles we have
made are not only nests, but they also represent the circle Tirawa has made for the
dwelling place of all the people. The circles also stand for the kinship group, the clan, the
tribe.” (The Hero With a Thousand Faces, Joseph Campbell, 1949)
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Gaia, Ge, Gyre, Earth: The Life Zone
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(Globes and Spheres, Perception of the Environment: Essays on livelihood, dwelling, and skill, Tim Ingold, 2000)

Hesiod (Ancient Greece)

“Three times, Earth [Gaia] gives decisive advice...: she makes herself understood, she
indicates by words more than by signs, she also knows how to “say everything expli
when she needs to, but always she foresees, she forewarns, she conceives of schemas
that orient the course of things in a decisive way.” (Hesiod, Theogony, 1914)
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Q5: Weaving the World Together

How do we love, care and protect our little earth?
What action will this involve?

What holds our little earth together?

How do we nest each layer within the other?
What stories binds the different elements?

How do we bring our little earth to life?
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Your Country

The Water Babies (Britain)

“...when he looked round, he stopped again, and said, “Why what a big place the
world is!" And so it was; for from the top of the mountain he could see - what could
he not see? Behind him, far below was Harthover, and the dark woods, and the
shining salmon river; and on his left, far below, was the town, and the smoking
chimneys of the collieries; and far, far away the river widened to the shining sea;
and the little white specks, which were ships, lay on its bosom. Before him lay,
spread out like a map, great plains, and farms, and villages, amid dark knots of
trees. They all seemed at his very feet; but he had sense to see that they were long
miles away.” (The Water Babies, Charles Kingsley 1863)
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may actually be periodic aberrations in human history!
Commons & cooperative societies may be the longer term
norm for humans over past 100K years.

Concept of "commons” diverse... language shapes how people
see it. Strong association in English with property & assets,
but other cultures/languages often describe it more as a
relationship

Enclosures of commonwealth like teeth coming down “from
on high”

Personal - atmosphere: my breath is not just what'’s closest
but also within my very being. The tension of Climate Change
felt in my actual body. My choices about what/how much
carbon I burn are part of my life. How can we help people
learn to breathe (i.e. live) more gently?

To be calm and not despair?
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Aideen:

Lindsey:

Giles:

Weaving - holds it all together, ethics, respect, care, fair
share, shared purpose. Binding.

sewing project... personal scale. but too much!
Solutions not really as good as promised
Knots, not resolving

Only so much before hitting a knot

An enactment of all our fears and hopes

embedded precariousness of our situation

World in a bag - connecting to Water

Welsh language has large vocabulary for locality

Everything embroiled and connected together
Understanding your part in the “Extinction cascade”

All wobbly + interconnected

Worked on climate change issues since 1991, but shifting
from global to local solutions/responses: survive and flourish

Local - lithosphere: Graeber & Wengrow’s “"Dawn of
Everything”... hierarchy not necessarily the “natural order” :
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Individual/Family/Kin

Trickster-Divinity Edshu(Yorubaland, West Africa)
“Edshu beheld in either field a farmer at work and proposed to play a trick. He put on a hat
that on one side was red, the other white, the front green and black behind (these colours
symbolising the four world directions as Edshu was a personification of the world navel).
The two friendly farmers went back to their village and one said to the other, “did you see
that old fellow in the white hat?” the other replied ‘the hat was red”. They got into an
argument and came to blows, eventually drawing knives on each other. The neighbours
took them to the headman for judgement, but he could not work out where justice lay.
Edshu was in the crowd at the trial and revealed himself, showing the crowd his hat. “The
two couldn’t help but quarrel, | wanted it that way, it brings me great joy to spread

strife.” (The Hero With a Thousand Faces, Joseph Campbell, 1949)
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Photo: Toa of the head of a human emerging from the earth, the whole represents the emergence of life

(Diyari, Australia, 1904)
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Stage 2:

Andreas:

Will:

Lauren:

How do you imagine your locality?
How do you imagine yourself/family/kin in relation to the world?
What are your cares for this layer of your little Earth?

points of friction in local

how to stay in the world

Box - personal contains all but has holes... leaks
Presence - can be open and solid

Presence is how we can feed the world and is our most
precious gift to it

Made an image
tiny fragments in his hand... precious but can hold

loops of nestled envelopes, full of free writing

On Hull - vulnerability of the city. Overlooked. Under water in
50 years. Fast eroding coastline. Survival...

Enrichment + health of community

Individual - a striver!

Obligations towards the non-human
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