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A Nightmare Intervened
Busa, R. L’Analisi linguistica nell’evoluzione mondiale dei mezzi d’informazione. 1962.

[...] è intervenuto il mostro della notte, il tecnicismo trionfante, con la sua
ultima creazione: l’automazione. Qualcuno ha rabbrividito, pensandola
come un crudo e duro bulldozer che procede ruggendo, schiacciando e
stracciando i fiori. Tra questi, vittima delicata e gentile, l’umanesimo [...]

È successo un fatto clamoroso: la macchina che ci ha resi consapevoli che
nessun umanista possiede la sua lingua così da saper dare una risposta a
simili domande.
La macchina [...] ha documentato che di umanesimo, di quello serio e
sistematico, ce n’è ancora troppo poco.

I fatti economici esigono oggi un incremento qualitativo delle scienze
grammaticali e lessicali: come una necessità del loro sviluppo vitale.
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Millions of Punched Cards
One percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration
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The Two Cultures
Someone was (and still is) skeptical
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Computational Thinking
[...] indicem verborum OMNIUM operum S. Thomae [...]
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Computational Thinking
Methodological Best Practices

▶ Aut omnia aut nihil: not samples!
▶ Vel...vel vs. aut...aut: in many cases, you MUST take a stand
▶ The central role of data:

▶ Know your data: close reading before/after distant reading
▶ Respect (and fear a little) your data: you never know what can be there
▶ Love your data ...especially if you are a Latinist
▶ Validate your data: quality check (do not trust NLP outputs blindly!)
▶ Explain your data: documentation (BUT: The Perspectivist Approach)
▶ Share your data: the time of Open Data Science
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Take-home Messages
Piotrowski, M. Ain’t No Way Around It: Why We Need to Be Clear
About What We Mean by “Digital Humanities”. Preprint.

▶ An inevitable, COMPUTATIONAL turn
Not Digital Humanities, but Computational Humanities (Piotrowski,
2021):
▶ Digital Humanities is Contemporary Humanities: it relates to the use of

contemporary technology—digital tools and resources—, but only to a
limited extent to genuinely new methods or even a new methodology

▶ Computational Humanities relates not to the use of new tools, but of
new methods and thus ultimately a new methodology. It represents a
major departure from traditional research in the humanities

▶ Not faster, but better
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Take-home Messages
Busa, R. The Annals of Humanities Computing: The Index Thomisticus. 1980.

“L’interpretazione induttiva del fenomeno linguistico [...] promette di far
ricominciare il ciclo della consapevolezza linguistica e grammaticale con
maggiori profondità, sistematicità e documentazione” (Busa, 1962)

“In this field one should not use the computer primarily for speeding up
the operation, nor for minimizing the work of the researchers.
It would not be reasonable to use the computer just to obtain the same
results as before, having the same qualities as before, but more rapidly and
with less human effort. [...]
To repeat: the use of computers in the humanities has as its principal aim
the enhancement of the quality, depth and extension of research and not
merely the lessening of human effort and time.” (Busa, 1980)
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Thanks!
Get in touch

LiLa: Linking Latin
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
CIRCSE Research Centre

info@lila-erc.eu

https://github.com/CIRCSE

https://lila-erc.eu

@ERC_LiLa

Largo Gemelli 1, 20123 Milan, Italy

This project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme - Grant Agreement No. 769994.
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