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Challenges of Developing Open 
Science Communities and Resources in 
the Middle East
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There is NO existence for Open 
Science Communities, resources 
or any type of OS infrastructure 
in the Middle East. 
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The research systems is relatively 
new in Middle East, which makes 
it easier to incorporate OS 
principles rather than shifting and 
shaping established systems.

 
From article by Sandersan Onie titled “Redesign open science for Asia, Africa and Latin 
America” DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-020-03052-3
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Motivation:

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 
focuses on installing values, 
enhancing knowledge and 
improving equal access to 
education. 

 

https://www.vision2030.gov.sa/
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We initiated OS Communities to address this need..   
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R-Ladies is an organization that promotes 
gender diversity in the community of users of 
the R statistical programming language. It is 
made up of local chapters affiliated with the 
worldwide coordinating organization R-Ladies 
Global

There is few useR groups/R-Ladies in the MENA region.  

There is low representation and participation for MENA R 
users in the International conferences.
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The vision of R MENA ia to provide a platform to connect 
R users/groups in the MENA region where all the groups 
can interact, support, inspire each other and drive the 
creation of more useR/R-Ladies groups across the MENA 
region.
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Open Science Community 
Saudi Arabia (OSCSA)
We want to provide a place in Saudi Arabia where 
newcomers and experienced peers interact, inspire 
each other to embed open science (research) practices 
and values in their workflows and drive the creation of 
policies, infrastructures and support services. 

Together working to make Open Science the norm. 



Overview of the current Open Science Communities. As of May 2021, the International Network of Open 
Science Communities (INOSC) comprises Open Science Communities at 11 locations in the 
Netherlands, 1 in Ireland, 1 in Sweden, and 1 in Saudi Arabia. Image by Anita Eerland, licensed under CC 
BY-ND 3.0.

The International Network of Open Science Communities (INOSC) 
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http://www.anitaeerland.com/about/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/nl/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/nl/deed.en
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Open Science Community Saudi Arabia was born 
by the support of the Open Life Science Program.

Examples of our activities:

Workshop : Collaborating on Open Data Science 
Projects

An Open Science Approach to Machine 
Learning in Biomedical Research



The biggest Challenge is the Language barrier  
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Formulated our vision and aims, 
roadmap - 1st Meetup for 
Carpentries community in MENA
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How can we teach OS principles for novice learners?
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Open Life Science (OLS-3) videos and 
captions  are made available through 
Zenodo and GitHub, in order to make 
them accessible, reusable, and 
encourage further translation in other 
languages beyond English and Arabic. 
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Formulated our vision and aims, 
roadmap - 1st Meetup for 
Carpentries community in MENA

The Topics:

● Introduction to Open Life Sciences
● Open Canvas for Project Strategy
● Roadmapping for Open Projects
● A Primer on Open Licenses
● README for Open Projects
● Contributing Guidelines and Codes of 

Conduct for Open Projects
● Agile and Iterative Project Management 

Methods
● Open Source in Research
● Open Data
● Open Source/Science Hardware
● ASAPbio supports preprint adoption in the 

life sciences

● Open Protocols
● Participatory Citizen Science
● Fair Data
● Fair Training
● Good enough practices for fair software
● Open Leadership Career Guidance: Social 

Entrepreneurship
● Open Science Hardware
● Local and National Publishers in Indonesia and 

the Impact on Open Science
● Unconscious Bias
● Personas and Pathways
● Discovering pathways and patterns of 

engagement in your work
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We welcome contributors to improve the the 
transcript, translation workflow or expand the 
translation!

Very short introductory materials for OS
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We welcome all contributions!
@batool664, @OpenSciSaudi, @RLadiesDammam
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