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https://arcticportal.org/community

Click on the
logo to go to
the PAN 
Landing Page.
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https://zenodo.org/
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Centre stage: Atlantic walrus

© Monique de Vries

© Marc Lucas

© Dammes Oldenburg
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Centre stage: Svalbard
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• PhD research (2008 – 2012) on British 
mining history and industrial
archaeology

• Kruse, F. (2013) Frozen assets. British 
mining, exploration, and geopolitics
on Spitsbergen, 1904 - 53. Groningen: 
Barkhuis.

Context: My previous research in Svalbard

• Active in Svalbard since 2008
• Admittedly a long way from human-

walrus interactions yet…
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• Postdoc research (2014 - 2016) on Svalbard‘s
environmental archaeology and historical ecology

• Aim to provide a baseline and share a vision
• Substantial problems finding reviewers

Context: My previous research in Svalbard
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• Postdoc research (2018 - present)

Context: My „previous“ research in Svalbard
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Inspiration

• key outcome of the Arctic Crashes project, "Arctic 
People and Animal Crashes: Human, Climate and 
Habitat Agency in the Anthropocene.“

• implemented during 2014-2016 at the 
Smithsonian Institution's Arctic Studies Center

• collaboration with colleagues and indigenous 
partners from the U.S., Canada, Denmark, 
Greenland, and the Netherlands

• introduced a new vision to explore human-
animal-climate interactions, including rapid 
animal declines ("crashes") in the North that 
analyzed such relations primarily at regional and 
local scale

• unlike earlier top-down models that tied changes 
in species' abundance and ranges to alternating 
warmer and cooler (high sea-ice/low sea-ice) 
regimes across the polar zone
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Inspiration
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Inspiration

• overviews of the biology of the Atlantic Walrus as well as human 
cultures within the North Atlantic Arctic and the surrounding 
region by consolidating research which until now has been 
scattered across fields and academic publications

• Editorial team of inter-disciplinary researchers

• Thirteen chapters, each authored by leading international
researchers and experts on the Atlantic Walrus

• Considers the inter-relatedness and complexity of species 
biology, ecological change, human culture, and anthropogenic 
pressures onto the Atlantic Walrus

• Draws upon the latest methods in marine mammal and 
archaeological research

• Assesses historical management of the species, while also 
considering current and future conservation efforts in light of 
human activities and climate change

The Atlantic Walrus: 
Multidisciplinary Insights into 
Human-Animal Interactions
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The Timeless Arctic Project 2018 - 2023

© Marijke de Boer

© Gina Nicol

© Guy Huylebroeck © Kay Reimer

© Kay Reimer

Hunted commercially!

How and to what effect?
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Bio-cultural archives in Svalbard: underrepresented!

Fleur de Lyshamna Fleur de Lyshamna Dianabukta

Dianabukta Gnåodden Smeerenbrug

© Kay Reimer © Kay Reimer © Frigga Kruse

© Frigga Kruse© Frigga Kruse © Frigga Kruse
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Walrus slaughter sites in Svalbard: undervalued!

Dolerittneset Dolerittneset Dolerittneset

Kraussbukta Kraussbukta Kraussbukta

© Frigga Kruse © Frigga Kruse © Nienke Beintema

© Frigga Kruse
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Human-walrus interactions in Svalbard

• No evidence of indigenous peoples
• No evidence of human contact

prior to Barentsz in 1596
• A fairly recent human past
• Historical sources that speak of the

demise of the Svalbard walrus

• Why should additional 
archaeological research be of
interest to anyone?

• Professional vs political and public
perceptions of Arctic archaeology!
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Next steps

• Book reviews: that‘s what‘s on offer!
• Literature reviews
• Policy reviews
• No need to reinvent the wheel

• Building collaborations
• Letters of reference from specialists
• Contact Riksantikvaren & 

Sysselmesteren

• Re-submitting project design for TA 
expedition in August 2022

• Keeping my fingers crossing for
permission to sample walrus bones!
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Thank you!

Please keep any questions for the Q&A.


