
74 THE SINO-TIBETAN LANGUAGES

TABLE 5.1 DIAGNOSTIC LIST FOR IDENTIFYING SINITIC LANGUAGES (I)

Notes: The Common Chinese reconstructions are provisional; nonetheless, I think they encapsulate what information
we have on non-M§n dialects. The word ‘cow’ appears to have an alternate CC form, *niou. No. 35 ‘nail’ refers to finger-
and toenails. 

 CC Bj Sz Nc Mx Gz 

Tone 1       
1 sky *thian1 thiεn1 thi1 thiεn1 thiεn1 thin1 
2 three *sam1 san1 se1 san1 sam1 sam1 
3 chicken *kiai1 t�i1 t�i1 t�i1 kε1 kɐi1 
4 liver *kon1 kan1 kY1 kon1 kon1 kon1 
5 deep *shim1 �ən1 sən1 sən1 tshəm1 sɐm1 

Tone 2       
6 skin *bi2 phi2 bi2 phi2 phi2 phei2 
7 come *loi2 lai2 le2 lai2 loi2 lɐi2 
8 flow *liou2 liu2 l2 liu2 liu2 lɐu2 
9 cow *&iou2 niu2 n2 niu2 niu2 &ɐu2 

10 long *jio&2 t�ha&2 za&2 tsho&2 tsho&2 tsh�&2 

Tone 3       
11 water *shyi3 �ui3 sɥ 3 sui3 sui3 s�y3 
12 fire *huo3 xuo3 həu3 fo3 fo3 fo3 
13 hand *shiou3 �ou3 s3 səu3 su3 sɐu3 
14 early *tsou3 tsau3 tsæ3 tsau3 tsau3 tsou3 
15 wait *te&3 tə&3 tən3 tεn3 tεn3 tɐ&3 

Tone 4       
16 rise *zhio&4 �a&5 zɐ&6 so&6 so&1 s�&4 
17 go down *hha4 �ia5 
o6 ha6 ha1 ha4 
18 heavy *jiu&4 t�u&3 zo&6 tshu&6 tshu&1 tshu&4 
19 sit *dzuo4 tsuo5 zəu6 tsho6 tsho1 tsho4 
20 near *gin4 t�in5 d�in6 t�hin6 khiun1 khɐn4 

Tone 5       
21 go *khie5 t�hy5 t�hi5 t�hiε5 hi5 h�y5 
22 broken *pho5 phuo5 phu5 pho5 pho5 pho5 
23 four *si5 s�5 s�5 s�5 si5 sei5 
24 half *pon5 pan5 pø5 pon5 pan5 pun5 
25 laugh *siau5 �iau5 siæ5 �iεu5 siau5 siu5 

Tone 6       
26 sick *bia&6 pi&5 be&6 phia&6 phia&5 pε&6 
27 graph *dzi6 ts�5 z�6 tsh�6 s�5 tsi6 
28 old *giou6 t�iu5 d�i 6 t�hiu6 khiu5 kɐu6 
29 tree *zhy6 �u5 zɥ6 �y6 su5 sy6 
30 two *nhi6 ər5 ni6 ə6 ni5 ji6 

Tone 7       
31 blood *hiot7 �iε3 �yγʔ7 �yot7 hiat7 hyt7 
32 seven *tshit7 t�hi1 t�hi1ʔ7 t�hitʔ7 tshit7 tshɐt7 
33 bamboo *ciuk7 t�u2 tsoʔ7 tsuk7 tsuk7 tsuk7 
34 go out *chiut7 t�hu1 tshγʔ7 tshət7 tshut7 tshɔt7 
35 nail *kap7 t�ia3 kaʔ7 kat7 kap7 kap7 

Tone 8       
36 month *&iot8 yε5 &γʔ8 �yot8 �yat8 jyt8 
37 white *bak8 pai2 bɐʔ8 phak8 phak8 pak8 
38 ten *zhip8 ��2 zγʔ8 sət8 səp8 sɐp8 
39 stone *zhiak8 ��2 zɐʔ8 sak8 sak8 sεk8 
40 mat *ziak8 �i2 zi1ʔ8 t�hiak8 sit8 tsεk8 
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7 The qù tone lacks a register distinction. 
8 The verb ‘to wear (clothing)’ is chu%n, or cognate to it. 
9 The word for ‘(cooking) pot’ is gu8, or cognate to it. 

10 The word for ‘house’ is fáng(zi), or cognate to it. 
11 The word for ‘son’ is ér(zi), or cognate to it. 
12 The word for ‘stand’ is zhàn, or cognate to it. 

TABLE 5.2 DIAGNOSTIC LIST FOR IDENTIFYING SINITIC LANGUAGES (II). LESSER KNOWN
LANGUAGES

Note: The ‘Lesser known languages’ part could be left out, if wanted for space reasons.

 CC Jy Hp Zq Jc Js 

1 sky *thian thə&1 hæn1 thi&1 xT2 thiεn1 
2 three *sam so&1 sam1 sa&1 sã2 sa&1 
3 chicken *kiai t�i1 kei1 kai1 ke1 iε1 
4 liver *kon ka&1 hon1 huai&1 kã2 kɔ&1 
5 deep *shim �ie1 t�him1 tshe&1 sT1 tshøn1 

6 skin *bi pø2 phui2 phue2 pe8 phei2 
7 come *loi lø2 li2 lœ2 γ& 4 li2 
8 flow *liou liou2 liu2 lo2 k&8 lu2 
9 cow *&iou &ou2 ny2 niu2 && 8 &&ə2 

10 long *jio& t�ia&2 ho&2 tau&9 tsõ8 th[2 

11 water *shyi �ya3 sui3 sui3 �ui1 yi3 
12 fire *huo fu3 khuei3 hue3 xui1 xuei3 
13 hand *shiou �iou3 �iu3 siu3 s&1 t�hye3 
14 early *tsou tsau3 thoʔ 4 tso3 tsu1 tsiau3 
15 wait *te& lai3 ten3 teu&3 t&1 t[3 

16 rise *zhio& �ia&4 �io&ʔ 4 io&5 tsõ1 d�ia&4 
17 go down *hha f&ə4 haʔ 4 ha5 th& 2 ɔ4

18 heavy *jiu& t�ia&4 h&ʔ 4 to&6 tsl1 d�iu&4 
19 sit *dzuo tsə&4 thoiʔ 4 tsuai5 kv7 si4 
20 near *gin t�ie4 khuanʔ 4 kye&5 t�i1 g[4 

21 go *khie hu5 kho5 kho5 &ε8 kh&ə5 
22 broken *pho phu5 phai5 phua5 pho3 phai5 
23 four *si sa5 si5 si5 �i5 si5 
24 half *pon pa&5 pon5 puai&5 po8 piεn5 
25 laugh *siau siu5 sieu5 sio5 so3 t�hiau5 

26 sick *bia& pio&6 khuæ5 pa&6 pT3 ba&6 
27 graph *dzi ts&ə6 the6 tsi9 ts&3 dz&ə6 
28 old *giou t�iou6 khy6 kiu6 k&3 g& 6 
29 tree *zhy �yu6 t�hy5 tshiu6 ts&3 dz&ə6 
30 two *nhi na6 ni6 ni6 ne5 ni6 

31 blood *hiot �y7 fæ7 huai3 sua5 xyεʔ7 
32 seven *tshit tsha7 thi7 tshi3 t�hi5 t�həʔ 7 
33 bamboo *ciuk liou7 ty7 ty3 kε5 taʔ 7 
34 go out *chiut �ya7 tshui7 tshue3 t�hi5 t�hyεʔ 7 
35 nail *kap kuə7 kam7 ka3 kε5 kaʔ7 

36 month *&iot �y6 væʔ 4 &ye5 &ua5 &uoʔ 8

37 white *bak p&ə6 phaʔ 4 pa6 pε7 baʔ 8 
38 ten *zhip s&ə6 �imʔ 4 tsi6 tsε7 søʔ 8 
39 stone *zhiak �yə6 �ioʔ 4 tsio6 tso7 siεʔ 8 
40 mat *ziak tsie6 thiaʔ 4 sio6 phu3 siεʔ 8 


