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A Lexicostatistic Classification on the Min Dialects

Lin Tiansong Fan Ying
Chinese Department , Xiamen University , Xiamen Fujian 361005

Abstract Based on the 100 basic words proposed by Swadesh, this paper adopts the glottochro-
nological approach to give a statistic analysis on the genetic relationship among Min dialects. The ge-
netic distances between 16 dialects are indicated by the branch lengths of the trees constructed. The
result shows that Min dialects should be divided into coastal Min and inland Min, and Putian dialect
and Qiongzhou-Leizhou dialects belong to the Southern Min group.
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