74 THE SINO-TIBETAN LANGUAGES

TABLE 5.1 DIAGNOSTIC LIST FOR IDENTIFYING SINITIC LANGUAGES (I)

cC Bj Sz Nc Mx Gz

Tone 1

1 sky *thian' thien! thir thien! thien’ 'in!

2 three *sam! san’ se! san’ sam’ sam'’

3 chicken *kiai! tgi! tgi’ tgi’! ke! kei!

4 liver kon' kan' k@l kon' kon' kon'

5 deep *shim! son' son' son' ts"om! sem’
Tone 2

6 skin *hi? pli? bi? Pl pi? plei®

7 come *loi? lai® 1e? lai® loi? lei?

8 flow *iou? li? ¥ li? li® lew?

9 cow *piou’ niu’ ny? niu® niu? peu’
10 long fjioyz t§hayz zan® ts"op? ts"on? ts"cen?
Tone 3
11 water #shyi’ sui’ s[f sui® sui’ saey’
12 fire *huo® xuo’ ha’ fo? fo’ 1o’
13 hand #shiou’ sou’ sy sou’ s’ sar
14 early *tsou’ tsau’ tsae’ tsau’ tsau’ tsou’
15 wait ey’ toy’ ton’ ten’ ten’ tey’
Tone 4
16 rise *zhiop* say’ zen’ son’ soy’ seen?
17 go down *hhat cia’ fio® ha® ha' ha'
18 heavy *iiup? tsun’ zon° ts"up® ts"up! ts"up*
19 sit *dzuo* tsuo’ zou’ ts"0% ts"o’ tso?
20 near *gin4 tein® dzin® tchin® kliun' k"en?
Tone 5
21 go *khie® tehy’ tehi® telie’ hi® haey’
22 broken *pho’ p'uo’ ph’ plo’ plo’ plo®
23 four i) ST ST ST si° sei®
24 half *pon’ pan’ po’ pon’ pan’® pun’
25 laugh *siqu’ ciaw’ size’ ciew siau® siu’
Tone 6
26 sick *bian® piy5 ben® phiay6 phiay5 p£y6
27 graph #dzi0 ts7° z7° 15" sP tsi®
28 old *gious tein’ dziy® telin® kiu® keu®
29 tree *zhyS s’ [ o’ su’ syt
30 two % ar’ ni® of ni° ji®
Tone 7
31 blood *hiot’ cie’ oyy? gyot” hiat’ hyt’
32 seven *tshit’ i til 77 tehit?” is"it” is"er”
33 bamboo ciuk’” tsu’® tso? tsuk” tsuk” tsuk”
34 go out schiut’ ts'u! ts"y?” ts"ar” ts"ur’” ts"or”
35 nail *kap” teia’® ka? kat’” kap’ kap”
Tone 8
36 month *piot® ye ny® yot® nyat® jye®
37 white *hak® pai’® be® plak® plak® pak®
38 ten *zhip® 517 2y sars sop? sgpb
39 stone *zhiak® 512 e sak® sak® sek®
40 mat *ziak® o zil 2 tctiak® sit® tsek®

Notes: The Common Chinese reconstructions are provisional; nonetheless, I think they encapsulate what information
we have on non-Min dialects. The word ‘cow’ appears to have an alternate CC form, *niou. No. 35 ‘nail’ refers to finger-
and toenails.
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TABLE 5.2 DIAGNOSTIC LIST FOR IDENTIFYING SINITIC LANGUAGES (II). LESSER KNOWN
LANGUAGES

cC Jy Hp Zq Jc Js

1 sky *thian t"op! haen! thin! x&? thien!

2 three *sam sop’ sam’ say' s@ sap’

3 chicken *kiai tgi’ kei' kai ke ie!

4 liver *kon kap' hon! huaiy' ka® kop!

5 deep *shim cie! tctim! ts"en’ s&! ts"on’

6 skin *bi o’ plui® plue? pe® plei?

7 come #loj 1¢° 1#? 1o’ yur? Ii?

8 flow *liou liow? liv? 10? ki u?

9 cow *piou pou’ ny2 niu® '’ nud’
10 long *jioy tciang’ hoy? tauy’ 1568 @&
11 water *shyi oyd’ sui® sui’ cui’! yi?
12 fire *huo i K'uei® hue’ xui! xuei’
13 hand *shiou ciow’ cii siu® sut’ telye’
14 early *tsou tsau’ tho P* 150’ tsu’ tsiau
15 wait *tep lai’ ten’ teurP fur! @
16 rise *zhioy ciar’ cion?* o’ is6! dzian*
17 go down *hha Sfud ha?? ha® u® ol
18 heavy *iug tcian’ hp?? tor tsv! ziun?
19 sit *dzuo tsour* thoi P* tsuai® kv? sit
20 near *gin tcie? k"uan ?* kyer® tei! ga?
21 go *khie i’ k"o’ Ko’ pe’ Ko’
22 broken *pho phu5 phaij phua5 phoj phai5
23 four *si sa’ si si o’ si°
24 half *pon pay5 p0n5 puaiy5 p08 pi8n5
25 laugh *siau siu’ siew’ sio’ s0° tetiau’
26 sick *biay pi006 k'uce’® par p53 bap®
27 graph *dzi tsu1° the® tsi’ tsur’ dzud®
28 old *giou tgiou’ ko kiu® kur’ gu®
29 tree *zhy cyu® 'y’ ts"iud tsur’ dzud®
30 two *nhi na® ni® ni® ne’ ni®
31 blood *hiot In fa’ huai® sua’ xye?
32 seven *tshit ts"a’ e 15"’ 1’ td'a?”
33 bamboo sciuk liow” ty” 1y’ ke’ ta?’
34 go out *chiut cya’ ts"ui’ ts"ué’ td'i® telye?”
35 nail “kap kua” kam” ka® ke’ ka?’
36 month *piot y° vee 2* nye’ pua’ puo ¢
37 white *bak purd® pla?? pa’ pe ba?®
38 ten *zhip sud’ cim?* tsi® tse’ sp P8
39 stone *zhiak cyat gio?* tsio® tso’ sie?®
40 mat *ziak tsiet tia ?* sio® P’ sie?®

Note: The ‘Lesser known languages’ part could be left out, if wanted for space reasons.

7 The gu tone lacks a register distinction.
8 The verb ‘to wear (clothing)’ is chuan, or cognate to it.
9 The word for ‘(cooking) pot’ is guo, or cognate to it.
10 The word for ‘house’ is fing(zi), or cognate to it.
11 The word for ‘son’ is ér(zi), or cognate to it.
12 The word for ‘stand’ is zhan, or cognate to it.



