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objective and to avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, injury to 
civilians and damage to civilian objects.

4. It is prohibited to make forests or other kinds of plant cover the object of attack by incendi-
ary weapons except when such natural elements are used to cover, conceal or camouflage combat-
ants or other military objectives, or are themselves military objectives.

75.(d)  ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS  
OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS  

WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR  
TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS (PROTOCOL IV)

Done at Vienna on 13 October 1995

Entry into force: 30 July 1998

United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2024, p. 163; Reg. No. 22495

Article 1

ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL

The following protocol shall be annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on 
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to 
Have Indiscriminate Effects (“the Convention”) as Protocol IV:

“PROTOCOL ON BLINDING LASER WEAPONS 

(PROTOCOL IV)

Article 1

It is prohibited to employ laser weapons specifically designed, as their sole combat function 
or as one of their combat functions, to cause permanent blindness to unenhanced vision, that is to 
the naked eye or to the eye with corrective eyesight devices. The High Contracting Parties shall not 
transfer such weapons to any State or non-State entity.

Article 2

In the employment of laser systems, the High Contracting Parties shall take all feasible precau-
tions to avoid the incidence of permanent blindness to unenhanced vision. Such precautions shall 
include training of their armed forces and other practical measures.

Article 3

Blinding as an incidental or collateral effect of the legitimate military employment of laser 
systems, including laser systems used against optical equipment, is not covered by the prohibition 
of this Protocol.

Article 4

For the purpose of this Protocol “permanent blindness” means irreversible and uncorrectable 
loss of vision which is seriously disabling with no prospect of recovery. Serious disability is equiva-
lent to visual acuity of less than 20/200 Snellen measured using both eyes.”



210 X. Law of armed conflict

Article 2

Entry into Force

This Protocol shall enter into force as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 5 of the 
Convention.

75.(e)  PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF 
MINES, BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES AS AMENDED ON 3 MAY 1996 
(PROTOCOL II AS AMENDED ON 3 MAY 1996) ANNEXED TO THE CONVEN-

TION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN  
CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY 

INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS

Done at Geneva on 3 May 1996

Entry into force: 3 December 1998

United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2048, p. 93; Reg. No. 22495

Article 1. Amended Protocol

The Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-traps and Other 
Devices (Protocol II), annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have 
Indiscriminate Effects (“the Convention”) is hereby amended. The text of the Protocol as amended 
will read as follows:

“PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF MINES,  
BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES AS AMENDED ON 3 MAY 1996  

(PROTOCOL II AS AMENDED ON 3 MAY 1996)

Article I. Scope of application

1. This Protocol relates to the use on land of the mines, booby-traps and other devices, defined 
herein, including mines laid to interdict beaches, waterway crossings or river crossings, but does not 
apply to the use of anti-ship mines at sea or in inland waterways.

2. This Protocol shall apply, in addition to situations referred to in Article 1 of this Convention, 
to situations referred to in Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. This 
Protocol shall not apply to situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, isolated 
and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of a similar nature, as not being armed conflicts.

3. In case of armed conflicts not of an international character occurring in the territory of one 
of the High Contracting Parties, each party to the conflict shall be bound to apply the prohibitions 
and restrictions of this Protocol.

4. Nothing in this Protocol shall be invoked for the purpose of affecting the sovereignty of a 
State or the responsibility of the Government, by all legitimate means, to maintain or re-establish 
law and order in the State or to defend the national unity and territorial integrity of the State.

5. Nothing in this Protocol shall be invoked as a justification for intervening, directly or indi-
rectly, for any reason whatever, in the armed conflict or in the internal or external affairs of the High 
Contracting Party in the territory of which that conflict occurs.


