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14.(b)  optIonal protoCol to the VIenna ConVentIon on DIplomatIC 
relatIons ConCernIng the Compulsory settlement of DIsputes

Done at Vienna on 18 april 1961

entry into force: 24 april 1964

united nations, Treaty Series, vol. 500, p. 241; reg. no. 7312

The States Parties to the present Protocol and to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rela-
tions, hereinafter referred to as “the Convention,” adopted by the United Nations Conference held 
at Vienna from 2 March to 14 April 1961,

Expressing their wish to resort in all matters concerning them in respect of any dispute aris-
ing out of the interpretation or application of the Convention to the compulsory jurisdiction of the 
International Court of Justice, unless some other form of settlement has been agreed upon by the 
parties within a reasonable period,

Have agreed as follows:

article I

Disputes arising out of the interpretation or application of the Convention shall lie within the 
compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice and may accordingly be brought before 
the Court by an application made by any party to the dispute being a Party to the present Protocol.

article II

The parties may agree, within a period of two months after one party has notified its opinion 
to the other that a dispute exists, to resort not to the International Court of Justice but to an arbitral 
tribunal. After the expiry of the said period, either party may bring the dispute before the Court by 
an application.

article III

1. Within the same period of two months, the parties may agree to adopt a conciliation proce-
dure before resorting to the International Court of Justice.

2. The conciliation commission shall make its recommendations within five months after its 
appointment. If its recommendations are not accepted by the parties to the dispute within two 
months after they have been delivered, either party may bring the dispute before the Court by an 
application.

article IV

States Parties to the Convention, to the Optional Protocol concerning Acquisition of National-
ity, and to the present Protocol may at any time declare that they will extend the provisions of the 
present Protocol to disputes arising out of the interpretation or application of the Optional Protocol 
concerning Acquisition of Nationality. Such declarations shall be notified to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations.

article V

The present Protocol shall be open for signature by all States which may become Parties to the 
Convention, as follows: until 31 October 1961 at the Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Austria 
and subsequently, until 31 March 1962, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.

article VI

The present Protocol is subject to ratification. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.



162 IV. Diplomatic and consular relations

article VII

The present Protocol shall remain open for accession by all States which may become Parties 
to the Convention. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations.

article VIII

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force on the same day as the Convention or on the 
thirtieth day following the date of deposit of the second instrument of ratification or accession to 
the Protocol with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, whichever day is the later.

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the present Protocol after its entry into force in 
accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, the Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtieth day 
after deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification or accession.

article IX

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States which may become Parties 
to the Convention:

(a) of signatures to the present Protocol and of the deposit of instruments of ratification or 
accession, in accordance with articles V, VI and VII;

(b) of declarations made in accordance with article IV of the present Protocol;
(c) of the date on which the present Protocol will enter into force, in accordance with 

article VIII.

article X

The original of the present Protocol, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Span-
ish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
who shall send certified copies thereof to all States referred to in article V.

In witness whereof the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized thereto by their 
respective Governments, have signed the present Protocol.

Done at Vienna this eighteenth day of April one thousand nine hundred and sixty-one.

15. VIenna ConVentIon on Consular relatIons
Done at Vienna on 24 april 1963

entry into force: 19 march 1967

united nations, Treaty Series, vol. 596, p. 261; reg. no. 8638

The States Parties to the present Convention,
Recalling that consular relations have been established between peoples since ancient times,
Having in mind the Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the United Nations concerning 

the sovereign equality of States, the maintenance of international peace and security, and the pro-
motion of friendly relations among nations,

Considering that the United Nations Conference on Diplomatic Intercourse and Immuni-
ties adopted the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations which was opened for signature on 
18 April 1961,

Believing that an international convention on consular relations, privileges and immunities 
would also contribute to the development of friendly relations among nations, irrespective of their 
differing constitutional and social systems,


