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‘Even old New York 

was once New Amsterdam  

Why they changed  it I can’t say 

People just liked it better that 

way „ 

From „Istanbul (not 

Constantinople)‟ 

by They Might be Giants
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In 2008 the University of Melbourne eScholarship Research Centre joined the 

Australian Social Science Data Archive, not as social science researchers nor as 

experienced data archivists but as a group with significant experience in pushing the 

boundaries of generalised archival practice. We had been studying and developing 

tools to systematically document the larger contexts in which archival materials are 

located, to understand the cultural informatics of meaning and how it is ascribed 

both by the archivists and users of records. 

This paper examines the use of two tools we use (the Online Heritage Resource 

Manager – OHRM, and the Heritage Documentation Management System – HDMS) 

while working directly social science researchers and their data. In particular it 

explores metadata interchange with DDI (Versions 2 and 3) and the positioning of 

these tools within the Open Archive Information System reference model. The 

systematic documentation of contexts (there are often more than one) has 

numerous benefits but for social science data it is probably the management of rich 

and highly interconnected authority records where the most obvious benefit lies. The 

paper will conclude with reference to recent work on the development and utilisation 

of the Encoded Archival Context xml schema.
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The Records Continuum – courtesy Frank  Upward
http://infotech.monash.edu/research/groups/rcrg/publications/recordscontinuum-smckp2.html
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OAIS Detailed Model
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www.esrc.unimelb.edu.au



http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P001333b.htm

25/01/2011 Public Knowledge, Public Good 9



The National Library of Australia harvested all the 10,000 entities in 

the Encyclopedia of Australian Science from an OAI-PMH repository 

in the Encoded Archival Context XML schema. We were then able to 

harvest back the URL of the web page from Trove  and include in in 

our system as an Online Resource.
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Because the data was in standard format the NLA was able to 

almost immediately incorporate the additional information into their 

discovery service adding huge richness for discovery and semantic 

linking way beyond their existing extremely thin Authority record.
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But where did this all start?
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. . . a gift to the nation . . .
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. . . helping right wrongs . . .



American poet and feminist Adrienne Rich said: 

“Whatever is unnamed, undepicted in images, 

whatever is omitted from biography,  

censored in collections of letters,  

whatever is misnamed as something else,  

made difficult-to-come-by,  

whatever is buried in the memory by the collapse of 

meaning under an inadequate or lying language 

– this will become,  

not merely unspoken,  but unspeakable.” 
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Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC

Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 

On the Occasion of 

Re-Launch of  the  Australian Women‟s Register

Woodward Conference Centre, University of Melbourne

13 October 2009

One of the main scholarly tasks of the last 

half century has been to retrieve women‟s 

history from its „unspokenness‟,  from the 

shrouds of silence and obscurity. 



The Three Things

Context

Persistence

Exchange
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Public Knowledge Spaces

People, Places, Times

Freedom of Access

Protocols and Rules

Multiple Voices

Events

Stories
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Context and Meaning

What matters is what something is, not what it is called.

The Challenge

To create links based on what things are, without limit to 

how they are named

The networked information age has created a range of radically 

different ways people can communicate and access information. 

These changes are actually having quite a profound effect on how 

researchers and scholars work and more especially how their work 

is becoming directly accessible to the general public
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