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Ontario	
  Council	
  of	
  University	
  Libraries	
  	
  

•  Consor9um	
  of	
  21	
  university	
  libraries	
  
•  Enhance	
  informa9on	
  services	
  through	
  
resource	
  sharing,	
  collec9ve	
  purchasing,	
  and	
  
crea9on	
  of	
  Scholars	
  Portal	
  

•  Scholars	
  Portal	
  is	
  OCUL’s	
  project	
  to	
  provide	
  
technology	
  infrastructure	
  to	
  host	
  and	
  provide	
  
access	
  to	
  shared	
  collec9ons	
  



GIS	
  Services	
  in	
  OCUL	
  ins'tu'ons	
  

•  GIS	
  libraries	
  support	
  research	
  needs	
  in	
  many	
  
disciplines.	
  They	
  provide:	
  
– Data	
  
– Spa9al	
  literacy	
  support	
  
– SoMware	
  support	
  

•  Clear	
  need	
  to	
  address	
  unequal	
  support	
  across	
  
OCUL	
  ins9tu9ons	
  



Building	
  a	
  Geospa'al	
  Portal	
  

leverage	
  shared	
  
resources	
  &	
  
exper9se	
  

improve	
  access	
  
to	
  geospa9al	
  

data	
  

Support	
  GIS	
  
teaching;	
  spa9al	
  
literacy	
  efforts	
  

Build	
  a	
  stronger	
  
geospa9al	
  

research	
  capacity	
  

our	
  vision	
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geospa9al	
  
portal	
  

Infrastructure	
  
to	
  support	
  data	
  
use	
  and	
  data	
  
literacy	
  in	
  
Ontario	
  

data	
  
and	
  
Scholars	
  Portal	
  	
  



Overview	
  of	
  the	
  Task	
  

Metadata	
  
Editor	
  

Online	
  
Mapping	
  Tool	
  

Collabora9ve	
  
Tools	
  

Comple9on	
  	
  
March	
  2012	
  

Build	
  a	
  web	
  portal	
  to	
  allow	
  data	
  discovery,	
  
explora9on,	
  and	
  download	
  of	
  geospa9al	
  data,	
  by	
  
users	
  from	
  OCUL’s	
  member	
  universi9es	
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Timeline	
  &	
  Tasks	
  

2009:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Project	
  start	
  

Guiding	
  
documents	
  
wriYen	
  

Project	
  teams	
  
formed	
  

Scholars	
  
Portal	
  Staff	
  

hired	
  

2010:	
  	
  
SoMware	
  

Selec9on	
  of	
  
ESRI	
  Canada	
  

Installa9on	
  of	
  
ArcGIS	
  Server	
  

Training	
  from	
  
ESRI	
  Canada	
  

2011:	
  
Development	
  

Interface	
  
Development	
  

Metadata	
  &	
  
data	
  loading	
  

Ini9al	
  Launch	
  
Fall	
  2011	
  

2012:	
  
Enhancements	
  

Collabora9ve	
  
Tools	
  

Integra9on	
  

Teaching	
  &	
  
Learning	
  
Integra9on	
  

Version	
  2	
  
Launch,	
  2012	
  















Suppor'ng	
  Teaching	
  &	
  Learning	
  

•  Context-­‐sensi9ve	
  help	
  and	
  9ps	
  
•  Customizable	
  spa9al	
  literacy	
  teaching	
  modules	
  

•  Mapping	
  and	
  basic	
  analysis	
  tools	
  in	
  the	
  
browser	
  –	
  no	
  GIS	
  soMware	
  experience	
  needed	
  

•  User	
  accounts	
  for	
  saving	
  maps,	
  data,	
  etc.	
  

•  Group	
  spaces	
  for	
  sharing	
  work	
  
•  “Web	
  2.0”	
  tools	
  –	
  sharing,	
  no9fica9ons,	
  etc.	
  



Portal	
  Mandate	
  to	
  obtain	
  Health	
  Data	
  	
  

•  Archive	
  and	
  provide	
  access	
  to	
  geospa9ally	
  
related	
  health	
  data	
  

•  Support	
  research	
  and	
  evidence	
  based	
  decision	
  
making	
  

•  Ensure	
  op9mum	
  interoperability	
  for	
  the	
  
geospa9al	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  health	
  data	
  
collec9ons	
  within	
  Scholars	
  Portal	
  	
  



Assessment	
  

•  Study	
  of	
  library	
  services	
  suppor9ng	
  geospa9al	
  
data	
  and	
  GIS	
  use	
  –	
  change	
  over	
  9me;	
  impact	
  
of	
  portal	
  

•  Researcher	
  survey	
  –	
  geospa9al	
  data	
  needs	
  for	
  
research	
  and	
  teaching	
  

•  Usability	
  studies	
  –	
  2012	
  –	
  unique	
  study	
  of	
  
usability	
  of	
  mapping	
  tools	
  on	
  the	
  web	
  



Made	
  Possible	
  by	
  Partnerships	
  



Ques'ons?	
  
For	
  more	
  informa9on:	
  	
  
leanne@scholarsportal.info	
  


