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Facilitating data harmonization

« Data Coding and Harmonization Resource for
the Social Sciences (DataCoH), based
at GESIS, is developing online and software
resources to facilitate coding and harmonization
of key theoretical concepts in empirical research.
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CharmStats: collating and publishing
harmonization procedures

« CharmStats is a software tool that will assist in the
evaluation and replication of harmonized variables.

|t will make the harmonization process transparent and
easy to analyze by collating and publishing the coding
procedures used to make similar variables empirically
compatible.

* Documentation is flexible enough to describe methods of
harmonization across a variety of projects: cross-
national, longitudinal, panel.
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CharmStats: collating and publishing
harmonization procedures

* The first version of CharmStats will allow
researchers to select and download pre-
prepared harmonized variables into the program
for evaluation and use.

« Qur aim is to launch CharmStats 1.0 at next
year’s conference in Cologne.
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Building an online resource

« We aim to build an online and international
community of data harmonizers.

* We will invite researchers and survey projects
(e.g. CSES, EVS, ESS, etc.) to submit
documentation of their harmonization
documentation

* These will be published online, thereby reducing
collection time and researcher effort.
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Moving forward

* We are very excited about what we have
been able to do so far.

* Roll-out for widespread use at IASSIST
2013, in Cologne.

* We look forward to requests and input
from the user community to help shape
future releases.
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