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Who are we?

‐ part of the Institute for Employment Research (IAB), which belongs to the 

Federal Employment Agency (BA)

What do we do?

‐ access to confidential micro data of BA/IAB for academic purposes

‐ standardized data products

‐ Advice for data selection and application

‐ documentation (web based metadata information platform - coming soon)

‐ do own research with our data

Why do we provide data? 

‐ Legal mandate specified in German Social Act



Data
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Micro labor market data on individuals, households, and establishments

 Administrative data (social security notifications, process-generated data 

of the BA)

 Surveys

 Linked data

apprenticeship exit out of labor market



Data Access
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Campus File,

Scientific Use File
On-Site Use Remote Execution

FDZ
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Number of Users
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210

1084

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016



On-Site Use/Remote Execution
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Concerns nearly half of our users

2014: 1,800 jobs of remote data processing

Output checking:

‐ Guidelines for users about how to prepare the do-files

‐ Delete less then 20 observations

‐ Script for output control (specific stata commands)

- Rotation team



Research Process
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weeks



The Decision
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https://josua.iab.de



JoSuA: Job Submission Application
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Application to automate remote data processing developed by the

Institute of Labor Economics (IZA)

Adapted version implemented at FDZ in April 2015

Two job modes

‐ „internal use“; output automatically reviewed; appears directly on the

screen; must not be extracted.

‐ „publication/presentation“: output is reviewed by FDZ staff; can be

extracted after review.



Remote data processing with JoSuA
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Researchers submit jobs via web interface

Jobs are automatically picked up and processed on statistical software

Results are transferred back to the web interface

Provision of output after disclosure review

www



Screenshot Tour

Part I: Job Submission Window
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Screenshot Tour

Part II: Jobs

13A modern Job Submission Application to Access IAB’s Confidential Research Data



Result Window for Internal Use Mode
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Result Window for Internal Use Mode
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Large Output not Possible
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Number of Jobs
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1800

3700

9100

2014 2015 2016

20% 80%

Presentation / Publication Internal Use



Conclusions and next steps
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Advantages of JoSuA

‐ Automate remote data processing

‐ Application to start jobs, review output, send messages in one application

‐ Minimzed the output review

‐ Speed-up of the research process

‐ Internal Use mode is a useful supplement (but not replacement) to on-site 

use

Ongoing developments on the script

‐ Dependence on software that displays output in a standardized way

User Trainings on data handling
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