p Search

3 10f 3 | At a news conference at the Washington state Department of Health’s Public Health Laboratories on Tuesday, Dr. Satish
Pillai of... (Greg Gilbert / The Seattle Times) More \/

By Seattle Times staff & news services


https://www.seattletimes.com/author/seattle-times-staff-news-services/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNn4cH7wwXtvzKIjqzgXW55eoDJPWxJpa2qnIo4kBwI23ARABIABgyYaFiYikhBCCARdjYS1wdWItNzE2NTE2MDQ1ODk2MjYxMcgBCeACAKgDAaoEyQJP0N6iyK9ofFXv5YXMw3h6KCbU41R0dusgxv9BAK8ZRqS6v_TdkKzPQXoUr7wGS4bO-KKwkWvCzQLA10O5_HNhvKjB9aj0O3eJtAuAl6BgW28bUNXvLbSlUkfuO2aXJmH-SATGbdi3hrBPY_3zjgCptsjzW6v6Z-RtyXEsU4jmEaHZNVoYCNn_Mlt-5A_MWLXWZ5n4PtJ7yqLClsq_Op0JJcbiQcTUpOUNCQB13qkE9688PbZTag2pWsnjL1K_eBdgyl5xffQL9ZxnhqHNJa15gy-BBB0DSVsAYcw7Z-Ko_d9r6kGZ5Yl6TqcL-fU1iT3_3k9RqxX1NkW3yNPlPpCI8xaqSXoKufJ1azJu5ouOqQTvcP0bK20b9JxIiUGCf8x7TDsudTWp78NINPnfbh6XjWiBWXvWnAHRMnRYPDh1DDFygwipBFj-AeAEAYAGjtTmmsry7ZL2AaAGIagHpr4bqAfy2RuoB-zVG9gHANIIBQiAYRAB8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi05Mzg1MjU2Mzc0ODA3OTcx&num=1&sig=AOD64_3FT-BY8T4zU_wSZZ3xWP26s-KG1A&client=ca-pub-7165160458962611&adurl=https://pr.ybp.yahoo.com/cj/cd/0QroFfadqIJpjSJpO1vYn_s29OTk-UnaaXOiP4i7QKJLzQAzcJmlR3weFeSZcYph-CUzAdvCA_8Yf0EcbxMmXc0qdACkcDeVg1szTaR5efzGs45lL1S3KdjE2vFpu5lt8_a8mldM6XoMm9LQ9-WlciqLy8OVTnUyhzwJC5suWQUBB46WMp-NSg/rurl/https://signup.robinhood.com?utm_source=Yahoo&utm_campaign={TRI_US_All_Custom_Predictive_CPM_Bow_LowestCost_RON}&utm_term={728x90_static_NerdWallet_EN.png}
https://www.seattletimes.com/
https://www.seattletimes.com/subscribe/signup-offers/?subsource=meter
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS10Hgr0wXrH8NJPbowbZ7pPwDfGF5NFZ1PnIpr8Kou20kZAMEAEg0OaHdGDJhoWJiKSEEKAB0vjL4gPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9AKNgOz9FnS_HKk4dGbG1L6K0iNurFKMnWYDp8erT4pU-ROP68Us7sbj5ijN9JrkTNagBeSu_47oANYTgmUcGsfDVR4E9JpiVd0YbW4gNk-2ZxzQBirYudxvU3ZdGLeEc4N8UdxouJ4uKD5IjcVpdSBR5LVwgKc1us8bzEum47C7JZIQHWxZghcX_Qj86JUG5AZiTxR5TGGtfcqPtWBZqFRk-74tlFNBxMRvkDrkbvQb6qKf7ZD1KubsSWvqG3AQyCsPtwFoyMpsWgrK8BPgtAyuKmvBUbvFoKWXTFrJtFI2qi5J5R7-O58296dJKdOI87pG5Q5dW6FDaYyUE_exll4a3qZ_I_dRqKBypYxRz--iwRACe3YCWGg9DhJIWPuAPwWr8mCYuh7HE7JRA3vWgyImm3gZQZcN1X6LY90Xx4HwATo6PGOigLgBAGgBi6AB8DOyiKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTIwOTc4MjU2MjQwODY0NLEJZGzLQLYfxJ2ACgOKCrEBaHR0cHM6Ly9hZC5kb3VibGVjbGljay5uZXQvZGRtL3RyYWNrY2xrL043MTg2NzkuMzE1OUdPT0dMRS9CMjIxMjMzMTAuMjU3OTQwOTMyO2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDU0MDYxMTc1O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTIzMTY0NjQ5O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9yAsB2BMD&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoFVRUQe8OvHB31CYY_hidGQ&sig=AOD64_0-Ooh3jl8STkEVu07oH4S6nS5NJA&client=ca-pub-6249400369691886&nb=9&adurl=https://www.squarespace.com/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIscXYvbOn5wIVk-3ICh1Z9wTeEAEYASAAEgKPl_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS10Hgr0wXrH8NJPbowbZ7pPwDfGF5NFZ1PnIpr8Kou20kZAMEAEg0OaHdGDJhoWJiKSEEKAB0vjL4gPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9AKNgOz9FnS_HKk4dGbG1L6K0iNurFKMnWYDp8erT4pU-ROP68Us7sbj5ijN9JrkTNagBeSu_47oANYTgmUcGsfDVR4E9JpiVd0YbW4gNk-2ZxzQBirYudxvU3ZdGLeEc4N8UdxouJ4uKD5IjcVpdSBR5LVwgKc1us8bzEum47C7JZIQHWxZghcX_Qj86JUG5AZiTxR5TGGtfcqPtWBZqFRk-74tlFNBxMRvkDrkbvQb6qKf7ZD1KubsSWvqG3AQyCsPtwFoyMpsWgrK8BPgtAyuKmvBUbvFoKWXTFrJtFI2qi5J5R7-O58296dJKdOI87pG5Q5dW6FDaYyUE_exll4a3qZ_I_dRqKBypYxRz--iwRACe3YCWGg9DhJIWPuAPwWr8mCYuh7HE7JRA3vWgyImm3gZQZcN1X6LY90Xx4HwATo6PGOigLgBAGgBi6AB8DOyiKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTIwOTc4MjU2MjQwODY0NLEJZGzLQLYfxJ2ACgOKCrEBaHR0cHM6Ly9hZC5kb3VibGVjbGljay5uZXQvZGRtL3RyYWNrY2xrL043MTg2NzkuMzE1OUdPT0dMRS9CMjIxMjMzMTAuMjU3OTQwOTMyO2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDU0MDYxMTc1O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTIzMTY0NjQ5O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9yAsB2BMD&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoFVRUQe8OvHB31CYY_hidGQ&sig=AOD64_0-Ooh3jl8STkEVu07oH4S6nS5NJA&client=ca-pub-6249400369691886&nb=19&adurl=https://www.squarespace.com/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIscXYvbOn5wIVk-3ICh1Z9wTeEAEYASAAEgKPl_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS10Hgr0wXrH8NJPbowbZ7pPwDfGF5NFZ1PnIpr8Kou20kZAMEAEg0OaHdGDJhoWJiKSEEKAB0vjL4gPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9AKNgOz9FnS_HKk4dGbG1L6K0iNurFKMnWYDp8erT4pU-ROP68Us7sbj5ijN9JrkTNagBeSu_47oANYTgmUcGsfDVR4E9JpiVd0YbW4gNk-2ZxzQBirYudxvU3ZdGLeEc4N8UdxouJ4uKD5IjcVpdSBR5LVwgKc1us8bzEum47C7JZIQHWxZghcX_Qj86JUG5AZiTxR5TGGtfcqPtWBZqFRk-74tlFNBxMRvkDrkbvQb6qKf7ZD1KubsSWvqG3AQyCsPtwFoyMpsWgrK8BPgtAyuKmvBUbvFoKWXTFrJtFI2qi5J5R7-O58296dJKdOI87pG5Q5dW6FDaYyUE_exll4a3qZ_I_dRqKBypYxRz--iwRACe3YCWGg9DhJIWPuAPwWr8mCYuh7HE7JRA3vWgyImm3gZQZcN1X6LY90Xx4HwATo6PGOigLgBAGgBi6AB8DOyiKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTIwOTc4MjU2MjQwODY0NLEJZGzLQLYfxJ2ACgOKCrEBaHR0cHM6Ly9hZC5kb3VibGVjbGljay5uZXQvZGRtL3RyYWNrY2xrL043MTg2NzkuMzE1OUdPT0dMRS9CMjIxMjMzMTAuMjU3OTQwOTMyO2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDU0MDYxMTc1O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTIzMTY0NjQ5O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9yAsB2BMD&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoFVRUQe8OvHB31CYY_hidGQ&sig=AOD64_0-Ooh3jl8STkEVu07oH4S6nS5NJA&client=ca-pub-6249400369691886&nb=0&adurl=https://www.squarespace.com/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIscXYvbOn5wIVk-3ICh1Z9wTeEAEYASAAEgKPl_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS10Hgr0wXrH8NJPbowbZ7pPwDfGF5NFZ1PnIpr8Kou20kZAMEAEg0OaHdGDJhoWJiKSEEKAB0vjL4gPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9AKNgOz9FnS_HKk4dGbG1L6K0iNurFKMnWYDp8erT4pU-ROP68Us7sbj5ijN9JrkTNagBeSu_47oANYTgmUcGsfDVR4E9JpiVd0YbW4gNk-2ZxzQBirYudxvU3ZdGLeEc4N8UdxouJ4uKD5IjcVpdSBR5LVwgKc1us8bzEum47C7JZIQHWxZghcX_Qj86JUG5AZiTxR5TGGtfcqPtWBZqFRk-74tlFNBxMRvkDrkbvQb6qKf7ZD1KubsSWvqG3AQyCsPtwFoyMpsWgrK8BPgtAyuKmvBUbvFoKWXTFrJtFI2qi5J5R7-O58296dJKdOI87pG5Q5dW6FDaYyUE_exll4a3qZ_I_dRqKBypYxRz--iwRACe3YCWGg9DhJIWPuAPwWr8mCYuh7HE7JRA3vWgyImm3gZQZcN1X6LY90Xx4HwATo6PGOigLgBAGgBi6AB8DOyiKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTIwOTc4MjU2MjQwODY0NLEJZGzLQLYfxJ2ACgOKCrEBaHR0cHM6Ly9hZC5kb3VibGVjbGljay5uZXQvZGRtL3RyYWNrY2xrL043MTg2NzkuMzE1OUdPT0dMRS9CMjIxMjMzMTAuMjU3OTQwOTMyO2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDU0MDYxMTc1O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTIzMTY0NjQ5O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9yAsB2BMD&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoFVRUQe8OvHB31CYY_hidGQ&sig=AOD64_0-Ooh3jl8STkEVu07oH4S6nS5NJA&client=ca-pub-6249400369691886&nb=7&adurl=https://www.squarespace.com/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIscXYvbOn5wIVk-3ICh1Z9wTeEAEYASAAEgKPl_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS10Hgr0wXrH8NJPbowbZ7pPwDfGF5NFZ1PnIpr8Kou20kZAMEAEg0OaHdGDJhoWJiKSEEKAB0vjL4gPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9AKNgOz9FnS_HKk4dGbG1L6K0iNurFKMnWYDp8erT4pU-ROP68Us7sbj5ijN9JrkTNagBeSu_47oANYTgmUcGsfDVR4E9JpiVd0YbW4gNk-2ZxzQBirYudxvU3ZdGLeEc4N8UdxouJ4uKD5IjcVpdSBR5LVwgKc1us8bzEum47C7JZIQHWxZghcX_Qj86JUG5AZiTxR5TGGtfcqPtWBZqFRk-74tlFNBxMRvkDrkbvQb6qKf7ZD1KubsSWvqG3AQyCsPtwFoyMpsWgrK8BPgtAyuKmvBUbvFoKWXTFrJtFI2qi5J5R7-O58296dJKdOI87pG5Q5dW6FDaYyUE_exll4a3qZ_I_dRqKBypYxRz--iwRACe3YCWGg9DhJIWPuAPwWr8mCYuh7HE7JRA3vWgyImm3gZQZcN1X6LY90Xx4HwATo6PGOigLgBAGgBi6AB8DOyiKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTIwOTc4MjU2MjQwODY0NLEJZGzLQLYfxJ2ACgOKCrEBaHR0cHM6Ly9hZC5kb3VibGVjbGljay5uZXQvZGRtL3RyYWNrY2xrL043MTg2NzkuMzE1OUdPT0dMRS9CMjIxMjMzMTAuMjU3OTQwOTMyO2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDU0MDYxMTc1O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTIzMTY0NjQ5O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9yAsB2BMD&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoFVRUQe8OvHB31CYY_hidGQ&sig=AOD64_0-Ooh3jl8STkEVu07oH4S6nS5NJA&client=ca-pub-6249400369691886&nb=8&adurl=https://www.squarespace.com/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIscXYvbOn5wIVk-3ICh1Z9wTeEAEYASAAEgKPl_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-E3pZi_GQsxYj0pO6ASfpMOlsFH6OH_SKAaeOscP7X03iPnK9lpodPm9aJFyEQiIuYC1EfXD_T7iyHGSVULCF4aNvoS5SpdVfIi7XpUVpEjItJ3FCdH7zhSppVTB0PkKDMUGfwJF6SI_xODNO4GNdSoI1Oi1NjcLMUgxQnKY5DWHfvF4Rd95L5N7ZQUdR7bsvE9BLpZlE7RZgyX470e7_DmOdOrsrBtQ4fBj_mJqcCPrLI7SEPboHcjgKxcxYbe1k-THs5YgXiOhhQQ5W01EKsb8uWirH1ciozAZMEbBa2iaUjXoH5LItRWw2hCy_0PxcWFis3F8SOcA,X6heBZN9v5fBQg6pwyA70Q&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-E3pZi_GQsxYj0pO6ASfpMOlsFH6OH_SKAaeOscP7X03iPnK9lpodPm9aJFyEQiIuYC1EfXD_T7iyHGSVULCF4aNvoS5SpdVfIi7XpUVpEjItJ3FCdH7zhSppVTB0PkKDMUGfwJF6SI_xODNO4GNdSoI1Oi1NjcLMUgxQnKY5DWHfvF4Rd95L5N7ZQUdR7bsvE9BLpZlE7RZgyX470e7_DmOdOrsrBtQ4fBj_mJqcCPrLI7SEPboHcjgKxcxYbe1k-THs5YgXiOhhQQ5W01EKsb8uWirH1ciozAZMEbBa2iaUjXoH5LItRWw2hCy_0PxcWFis3F8SOcA,X6heBZN9v5fBQg6pwyA70Q&source=display

at least nine people and sickened hundreds more
in Asia.

The patient is a man in his 30s who lives alone.
He had been traveling solo since November in
Wuhan, China, a city of 11 million where the
outbreak appears to have originated, health
officials said. He had no symptoms on his flight
or when he arrived at Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport on Jan. 15, but he contacted
doctors Jan. 19 when he developed a fever and
cough, officials said. It’s unknown which clinic
he visited that day. The man was hospitalized for
pneumonia and, on Monday, tested positive for
coronavirus.

The newly discovered virus can cause coughing,
fever, breathing difficulty and pneumonia. It has
infected more than 400 people, nearly all of them
in China, and killed 17 people in Hubei province,
Chinese authorities said Wednesday. Most of the
dead were age 60 or older, and at least some had
a previous medical condition.

The Snohomish County man had no known

underlying medical issues. He was in satisfactory condition Tuesday and will be
monitored for at least 48 hours in an isolation unit at Providence Regional Medical
Center in Everett, said Dr. Chris Spitters, interim health officer for the Snohomish Health
District.

The patient isn’t considered a threat to medical staff or the public. A small number of
health care workers and patients who may have been exposed to the virus through the
man have been notified to watch for symptoms and are being monitored, according to
the hospital, which said it will also work to identify and screen patients at risk for the
infection.

Officials praised the man, who had been following the news about the virus and its
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ADVERTISING

“He was a very astute gentleman,” Dr. Scott Lindquist, Washington state’s
epidemiologist, said in a news briefing with the national Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) on Tuesday. Because he “was looking out for his health care, we
were able to detect it early and really minimize any exposure to anybody.”

Officials have said the virus probably spread from animals to people, but recent
evidence shows it also can spread from person to person, although it is not clear how
easily or how long a person is contagious.

The outbreak, which began in an animal market in Wuhan, is spreading: Patients have
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and South Korea. The U.S. is the fifth country to report seeing the illness. Hong Kong
quarantined a tourist on Wednesday who appears to have the virus.

The Snohomish County patient said he didn’t visit an animal market where the virus is
believed to have originated and wasn’t in contact with anyone he knew to be ill, Spitters
said.

RELATED

Huge Chinese city at center of virus outbreak cuts all outbound travel

Airports in the U.S. and other countries have stepped up monitoring, checking
passengers from China for signs of illness, in hopes of containing the virus during the
busy Lunar New Year travel season.

Late last week, U.S. health officials began screening passengers from Wuhan at three
U.S. airports — New York City’s John F. Kennedy airport and the Los Angeles and San
Francisco airports. It was the first such effort since the 2014 Ebola outbreak. More than
1,200 travelers have been screened since Friday.

ADVERTISING

On Tuesday, the CDC announced it will add Chicago’s O’Hare airport and Atlanta’s
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through one of those five airports.

In announcing the airport screenings last week, CDC officials said it had developed a
test to detect the new coronavirus and plans to share the tool with domestic and
international partners.

The Snohomish County patient didn’t fly directly from Wuhan to Sea-Tac. CDC and state

health officials wouldn’t say which other airport the man had traveled through, but they
are tracing his movements and any people with whom he may have come into contact in
China and the United States, including passengers on a “group mode of transportation”

the man used to get home from Sea-Tac.

The Wuhan coronavirus outbreak

¢ Wuhan officials face questions, anger over outbreak response

e New numbers: 4,500 cases in China, 50 elsewhere

¢ U.S. beefs up screening of travelers arriving from parts of China

* As Americans evacuated from Wuhan area, many are left behind

e 3 UW students monitored after traveling to Wuhan

e Facebook, Google, Twitter scramble to stop misinformation about virus
e China’s coronavirus has revived global economic fears

e Worries grow that China's quarantine won't stop virus spread

¢ Q&A: Do face masks help? Do I need one?

Health authorities this month identified the germ behind the outbreak as a new type of
coronavirus. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses, some of which cause the
common cold; others found in bats, camels and other animals, have evolved into more
severe human illnesses.

SARS, or severe acute respiratory syndrome, belongs to the coronavirus family, but
Chinese state media say the illness in Wuhan is different from coronaviruses that have
been identified in the past. Earlier laboratory tests ruled out SARS and MERS — Middle
East respiratory syndrome — as well as influenza, bird flu, adenovirus and other
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The new virus so far does not appear to be as deadly as SARS and MERS, but viruses can
sometimes mutate to become more dangerous.

“Since this is a respiratory virus, it is spread easier than Ebola, so it brings with it more
fear of easily being transmitted between people,” said Matthew Frieman, a virologist
and associate professor at the University of Maryland medical school who studies
coronaviruses.

University of Washington coronavirus researcher David Veesler said the public “should
not be panicking right now.”

The response has been “very efficient,” Veesler said. “In a couple of weeks, China was
able to identify the virus, isolate it, sequence it and share that information.”

Most Read Local Stories

Boeing’s assembly plant is shuttered amid 737 MAX crisis. Now the company has a falcon
problem.

‘Terrible and disgusting’: Decision to close National Archives at Seattle a blow to tribes,
historians in 4 states

(o]
VIEW

‘People don’t have any idea’: Swedish closing two ERs on Monday in advance of strike
It’s been one of the soggiest Januarys ever in Seattle — and more is on the way

Answers to your most common questions about the Wuhan coronavirus

Veesler added: “We don’t have enough data to judge how severe the disease is.”

Health officials expect to see more cases in the U.S. and around the world in the coming



https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/boeings-assembly-plant-is-shuttered-amid-737-max-crisis-now-the-company-has-a-falcon-problem/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/terrible-and-disgusting-decision-to-close-national-archives-at-seattle-a-blow-to-tribes-historians-in-4-states/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/people-dont-have-any-idea-swedish-closing-two-ers-on-monday-in-advance-of-strike/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/weather/its-been-one-of-the-soggiest-januarys-ever-in-seattle-and-more-is-on-the-way/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/answers-to-your-most-common-questions-about-the-wuhan-coronavirus/
https://www.seattletimes.com/subscribe/signup-offers/?subsource=meter

Immunization and Respiratory Disease. The risk to the general American population is
low, she said, although older adults with underlying health conditions may be at
increased risk. She said federal officials are prepared to respond quickly.

“At this point, folks should go around and do their normal business,” Dr. John
Wiesman, the state’s secretary of health, said at a Tuesday afternoon news conference
with other health officials and Gov. Jay Inslee.
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The outbreak in China has rattled global financial markets, prompting investors to shift
assets into bonds and defensive sector companies. Stocks in the travel sector — airlines,
hotels and cruises — took a hit Tuesday.

The World Health Organization plans to meet Wednesday to decide whether to declare
the outbreak an international public health emergency. But information about the new
virus is still thin.

“There are still more questions that we don’t know the answers to, than things we do
know,” said Dr. William Schaffner, a professor of preventive medicine and infectious
diseases at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, Tennessee. “For example,
what is the source? We don’t know exactly. The location likely was the live animal
market, but we don’t know the particular animal.”

The more pressing question, he said, is: “How frequent is human-to-human

tranemiccinn?”
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One patient appears to have infected 14 health care workers in a medical facility, but
that individual may have been a “super-spreader,” he said. “Could people with mild
infections transmit this virus from person to person? That all remains still under
investigation.”

Schaffner cautioned those traveling to China to keep their distance from all live
animals. Travelers to China are also advised to practice good hand hygiene, avoid
anyone who is coughing or sneezing, and monitor themselves for symptoms such as
headaches, coughs, fever or breathing issues.

RELATED FAQS ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

e What is a coronavirus? What are the symptoms? How is it spread?

e Where are new cases? What’s being done to address the outbreak?
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Central China hit hardest by new coronavirus
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Where the virus has spread

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses, some of which cause the common cold. Others have evolved into more
severe illnesses, such as SARS and MERS, though so far the new virus does not appear to be nearly as deadly.

Page1of2 )
Location First Reported Confirmed Cases Deaths
China December 31, 2019 106

Thailand January 13, 2020 14 0
Taiwan January 21, 2020 8 0
Hong Kong January 23, 2020 8 0
Singapore January 23, 2020 7 0
Japan January 15, 2020 6 0
United States January 21, 2020 5 0
Macao January 22, 2020 5 0
Australia January 25, 2020 5 0
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What questions do you have about the newly discovered Wuhan coronavirus?
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Your contact info
We'll be in touch if we look into your question.

Name Email address ZIP code
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Seattle Times staff reporters Ryan Blethen and Elise Takahama contributed to this report,
which also contains information from The New York Times, The Associated Press and The
Washington Post.
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