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Public anger grows over coronavirus in Thailand, with eight
cases of the illness

Chayut Setboonsarng Yy f

BANGKOK (Reuters) - The health minister in Thailand, the country with the most confirmed
cases outside China of the new coronavirus, called an emergency meeting on Sunday with the
transport and tourism ministries amid rising public discontent over the government’s handling

of the illness.
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A health worker uses an infrared thermometer to check the temperature of a tourist who arrives at Bangkok’s Don Mueang
Airport, Thailand, January 25, 2020. REUTERS/Panumas Sanguanwong

“We can control the situation and are confident in our ability to handle the crisis,” Public
Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul told reporters. The number of cases of the disease in

Thailand rose on Sunday to eight.

Anutin added that three of the people infected were being treated and five had recovered and

gone home.

The hashtag #crapgovernment was top trending on Twitter in Thailand on Saturday with over

400,000 tweets. Users complained about the management of the virus and other health issues.

“If it reaches a point where public health is in danger, we will take (more) action,” Anutin said,

adding that the government would not prioritize tourism revenue over health.

“Detecting infected patients is a good sign because it shows that our system is efficient,”

Anutin said.
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China is Thailand’s biggest source of tourists and had nearly 11 million visitors from there last

year.

In China, there have been nearly 2,000 cases of the illness and 56 people have died. A

scattering of cases have been reported in other countries, including Thailand.

Graffiti artist, @headachestencil commented on Twitter, “Can close roads and islands, but
can’t close the country from China for the safety and confidence of the public. Can you not

value Yuan more than our lives #crapgovernment.”

All but one of the eight cases in Thailand were tourists from Wuhan, the central Chinese city
that is at the epicenter of the outbreak. One Thai national, who had visited Wuhan over the
New Year, contracted the disease.

There have been no cases of human-to-human transmission in Thailand.

The government is scanning passengers arriving on flights from Guangzhou across five airports

including the main Suvarnabhumi airport, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Don Muang and Krabi.



Based on numbers during the SARS outbreak in 2003, three months of reduced travel from
China would result in 50 billion baht ($1.52 billion) of lost tourism revenue, Minister of

Tourism and Sports, Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, said.

Major shopping malls in Thai tourist spots have introduced hygiene measures.

Mass transit operators including the Bangkok skytrain and subways are increasing the

frequencies of wipedowns and spraying disinfectant in trains, the Transport Ministry said.

Reporting by Chayut Setboonsarng; Editing by Frances Kerry

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

MORE FROM REUTERS

T Act

AD


http://thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssb8Ax8UjL5C43qjDp0InHemMkdxbEhVqU__3mWW29WRRMN4moHonHWVDiSardFKOkV2o7CLUsuf_f1Fwktf56Z6Spe9QZi4sp7aRz-MFUWVXNS64BwMb1iSqlMhfiH6_kc1eaQDmgOhm4H0959kIvMvslrs3G-PK19SnM&sai=AMfl-YSS0gnrQd7B4eOTybRN0facmFN75g-fq4CesRw08UxIhsOn39C-HBfw0eewWWXB9965K6Nx1f8bQ97F6DfPSKeabUQX5JPJrHrsOi1V_JBi&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLhSuVdHrzkVEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.atdmt.com/c/img%3Badv%3D11282231392851%3Bec%3D11282231425369%3Badv.a%3D8239039%3Bc.a%3D23590570%3Bs.a%3D5690995%3Bp.a%3D263799961%3Ba.a%3D127410005%3Bcache%3D2371497911%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps://apiservices.krxd.net/click_tracker/track%3Fkxconfid%3Dtl9277gjc%26kxcampaignid%3D23590570%26kxadvertiserid%3D8239039%26kxplacementid%3D263799961%26kxadid%3D459053476%26kxcreativeid%3D127410005%26kxsiteid%3D5690995%26clk%3Dhttps://www.taxact.com/%3Fsc%3D1910941101001%26utm_source%3Dpre-roll%26utm_medium%3Dvideo%26utm_campaign%3Dacquisition%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

PAID PROMOTIONAL LINKS

Top 9 Balance Transfer Credit
Cards of 2020

CompareCards.com

"S&P 500 Index

Find Out When to

Promoted by Dianomi

6 Credit Cards You Should Not
Ignore If You Have Excellent

Credit
NerdWallet

LN

S
N

\\
Y

Motley Fool Issues

Investing Sucks" Retire With These Rare “All In” Buy
Says This Simple Tips Alert
Controversial CBOE  Fisher Investments The Motley Fool
Veteran

Trade Of The Day


https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=57649&offer=14042886&savid=146748&said=4728&adv=6909&cf=545.4.Reuters%20Feed&unique_id=Xi3Xk9qbUKd4GteWQOianAAAAAI&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2Fus-china-health-thailand%2Fpublic-anger-grows-over-coronavirus-in-thailand-with-eight-cases-of-the-illness-idUSKBN1ZP0GF
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=9259&offer=2867256&savid=99516&said=4728&adv=6909&cf=545.4.Reuters%20Feed&unique_id=Xi3Xk9qbUKd4GteWQOianAAAAAI&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2Fus-china-health-thailand%2Fpublic-anger-grows-over-coronavirus-in-thailand-with-eight-cases-of-the-illness-idUSKBN1ZP0GF
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=58146&offer=14083915&savid=147605&said=4728&adv=6909&cf=545.4.Reuters%20Feed&unique_id=Xi3Xk9qbUKd4GteWQOianAAAAAI&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2Fus-china-health-thailand%2Fpublic-anger-grows-over-coronavirus-in-thailand-with-eight-cases-of-the-illness-idUSKBN1ZP0GF
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=53776&offer=13261544&savid=141934&said=4728&adv=6909&ams=0&cf=545.4.Reuters%20Feed&unique_id=Xi3Xk9qbUKd4GteWQOianAAAAAI&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2Fus-china-health-thailand%2Fpublic-anger-grows-over-coronavirus-in-thailand-with-eight-cases-of-the-illness-idUSKBN1ZP0GF
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=49089&offer=12443694&savid=127218&said=4728&adv=6909&cf=545.4.Reuters%20Feed&unique_id=Xi3Xk9qbUKd4GteWQOianAAAAAI&smartreferer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2Fus-china-health-thailand%2Fpublic-anger-grows-over-coronavirus-in-thailand-with-eight-cases-of-the-illness-idUSKBN1ZP0GF
https://www.dianomi.com/whatsthis.pl?id=4728

MORE FROM REUTERS

Xi says China faces 'grave situation'as  Hong Kong bans entry of visitors from

virus death toll hits 42 China virus province
26 Jan 26 Jan

Electric vehicle maker Defense at Senate trial Canada identifies first
Rivian: expect prices says ousting Trump case of coronavirus
lower than previously... would be 'massive... 26 Jan

26 Jan 26 Jan


https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=536799009&ru_variant_id=102
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=537095690&ru_variant_id=102
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=537074649&ru_variant_id=102
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=536899896&ru_variant_id=102
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=537057003&ru_variant_id=102




MORE FROM REUTERS

U.S. to evacuate its citizens from Boeing 777X jetliner successfully
Wuhan, China - WSJ completes maiden flight
25 Jan 25 Jan

House impeachment Public anger grows over  About 3,100 federal
leader Schiff accuses coronavirus in Thailand, inmates to be released
Trump of threatening with eight cases... early under new U.S. law
him on... 26 Jan 19 Jul

26 Jan


https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=536906413&ru_variant_id=103
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=537047962&ru_variant_id=103
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=537218073&ru_variant_id=103
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=537184936&ru_variant_id=103
https://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?url_id=471591284&ru_variant_id=103

Apps Newsletters Advertise with Us  Advertising Guidelines Cookies Terms of Use Privacy

¥y {f O @ in

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays.


https://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
https://newslink.reuters.com/join/subscribe
https://sales.reuters.com/en/
https://www.reuters.com/advertising-guidelines
https://info.evidon.com/pub_info/285
https://www.reuters.com/terms-of-use
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer
https://twitter.com/reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://instagram.com/reuters/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/

© 2020 Reuters. All Rights Reserved.


https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html

