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Imagining Climate
Futures
24t January 2020
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Making a climate change emblem together

Make a circular symbol/emblem using felt, glue, needles and thread, cardboard, paper and bits of wood.

1. Understanding - Start by making an image that shows what climate change means to you in your
home/life/work. It can be abstract - about feelings and emotions or literal - for example habits, places,

people, nature, things climate change bring to mind.

2. Not understanding - Take the symbol made by the person on your left (and pass yours 1o your right)
and add something to their symbol that represents a question or confusion you have about climate

change.

3. Actions - Again take the symbol on your left and add a representation of something you think we can
do to limit climate change (mitigation) or a way we can adapt to climate change (or both)

4. Impacts and Roles - Again take the symbal on your left and add something to show what roles
communities, places, institutions or non-humans can take do the actions suggested by this new symbol

5. Myths and Hopes - It is then passed on again, on the next symbol add which of the climate myths you
would suggest fits or responds to the narrative of this new symbol

What story and tools are represented in the symbol you started with?
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This emblem is based on the great wave by Hokusai,

began with the sun rays, designed in such a way that if

you turn the circle of felt around it turned into an ocean.
Also representing a balance/imbalance, a reverse image.
Added to this was a ladder representing transcendence and
moving beyond what we think we know, intertwined and
aspirational hopes and fears. Added was money as the
power we have. Finally a clock was added to represent deep
time and the timescales of climate change.
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This emblem began with the sun, representing both the
drought in Scotland last year and our need of the sun.
Added to this was birds, representing happiness as
important to celebrate (along with the sunshine) in
response to fear. An ear and a heart were added,
representing listening and compassion, with the forest
entrapped in a broken cage. Our roles and responsibilities
were signified by the symbols of social media crossed out,
and a pathway back to the sun. Hope.
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This emblem began with an abstract symbol representing
emotions, jagged edges, representing fear and something
inarticulate, a crack, growth, life. In response was a
guestion - do we become activists or focus on being
creative, making emblems like these? Next a book was
added, education for young children, the future people
who will be in positions of power.



