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Anyone	works	for	
Elsevier?		



Algorithms	are	not	neutral		



R	

Extreme	AccumulaGon,	
ExtracGon,	Expulsion	as	
means	of	profit	
maximizaGon		
Normalizing	Precarity		



Jump	to	conclusion…	



WHAT	WE	CAN	DO	

Demand	disclosure	
Public	policy	on	plaMorm	monopoly		
Build	community	governed	infrastructure	
Community	Benefit	Sharing	Agreements	
Reclaim	the	Open	NarraGve	
Value	Pluralism		
Think	De-growth	for	Sustainability		



CLAIMS…	

Openness,	when	decontextualized	from	its	
historical	and		poliGcal	roots,	could	
become	as	exploitaGve	an	oppressive	as	
the	legacy	system	it	seeks	to	display	

	



h9ps://www.ted.com/talks/wael_ghonim_let_s_design_social_media_that_drives_real_change?language=en		

“Five	years	ago	I	said,	‘If	
you	want	to	liberate	
society,	all	you	need	is	the	
Internet.’	Today	I	believe	if	
we	want	to	liberate	
society,	we	first	need	to	
liberate	the	Internet.”	
Wael	Ghonim	(2015)	



CLAIMS...	
If	we	want	open	knowledge,	open	scholarship	and	real	

equitable	parGcipaGon	in	knowledge	producGon,	
we	have	to	liberate	the	current	infrastructure		

Let’s	co-design	and	build	community	based	socially	
grounded	infrastructure	with	alignment	with	public	
values		

	



CLAIMS…	

The	plaMormiGzaGon	of	knowledge	infrastructure	
is	anGtheGcal	to	the	epistemic	and	intellectual	
diversity	that	is	crucial	to	the	sustainability	of	
our	planet		

It	drives	needless	growth	and	amplify	inequality		



	

Researchers	at	well-resourced,	highly	ranked	universiCes	are	more	likely	to	publish	
in	open-access	journals	

	

APCs	‘create	new	inequaliCes’	in	publishing	

	

“New	axes	of	straCficaCon	are	emerging	in	academic	publishing,	adding	to	the	
already	complex	tapestry	of	inequality	in	science,”	the	paper	concludes.	

	



“We	find	that	research	from	presGgious	insGtuGons	spreads	more	
quickly	and	completely	than	work	of	similar	quality	originaGng	from	less	
presGgious	insGtuGons.	Our	analyses	establish	the	theoreGcal	trade-offs	
between	university	presGge	and	the	quality	of	ideas	necessary	for	
efficient	circulaGon”	



American Anthropologist, First published: 26 December 2018, DOI: (10.1111/aman.13158)  



CLAIMS…	
We	have	been	too	focused	on	the	visible	problem	of	access	

and	legal	rights,	and	not	been	sufficiently	reflecGve	of	
the	hidden	and	invisible	power	structure	and	barriers	
(walls!!)	embedded	in	the	“global”	knowledge	system	

	



SYSTEM	OF	POWER	IN	KNOWLEDGE	PRODUCTION	

Visible		

Hidden	

Invisible	

Paywall	

Copyright	

Editorial	decisions	
Peer	review	

Market	Power	 Regulatory	Capture	

Standard	Sejng			
Discovery	tools	

Metrics	
Funding	

Ideological,	PoliGcal,	Economic	AssumpGons	
Epistemic	Exclusion		

CogniGve	Biases	

Rent	seeking	

PoliGcal	patronage		

Non-disclosure	



Posada	,	Alejandro	and	Chen	,	George	-	Inequality	in	Knowledge	
ProducGon:	The	IntegraGon	of	Academic	Infrastructure	by	Big	Publishers	
h9ps://elpub.episciences.org/4618		
	



Posada	,	Alejandro	and	Chen	,	George	-	Inequality	in	Knowledge	
ProducGon:	The	IntegraGon	of	Academic	Infrastructure	by	Big	Publishers	
h9ps://elpub.episciences.org/4618		
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Academic	Capitalism	and	the	
GeopoliGcs	of	Knowledge	(Paasi	2015)	



h9p://www.viewsopheworld.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/
THE2014_OverallScore_KernelDensityCartogram.jpg		



h9p://www.viewsopheworld.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/
THE_WorldUniversityRankings201617_gdpmap.jpg		



h9ps://www.elsevier.com/connect/discover-the-data-behind-the-Gmes-higher-educaGon-world-university-rankings	





h9ps://clarivate.com/products/web-of-science/		



Elsevier:	How	research	analyGcs	is	driving	success	at	a	
Nigerian	university	
“In	its	15	years,	Covenant	University	has	powered	its	
way	up	the	country’s	research	rankings	and	is	looking	
to	compete	internaGonally”	
	
hNps://www.elsevier.com/connect/how-research-analyCcs-is-driving-success-at-a-nigerian-
university	
	



h9ps://www.scidev.net/afrique-sub-saharienne/r-d/arGcle-de-fond/togo-relegue-recherche-scienGfique-second-plan.html		



VANDANA	SHIVA:	“MONOCULTURE	OF	THE	
MIND”		
	

“The	“monoculture	of	the	mind”	treats	diversity	as	disease	
and	creates	coercive	structures	to	remodel	this	biologically	
and	culturally	diverse	world	of	ours	on	the	concepts	of	one	
privileged	class,	one	race	and	one	gender	of	a	single	
species.”	
hNps://www.commondreams.org/views/2013/04/24/tackling-monoculture-mind		
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WHAT	WE	CAN	DO	

Demand	disclosure	
Public	policy	on	plaMorm	monopoly		
Build	community	governed	infrastructure	
Community	Benefit	Sharing	Agreements	
Reclaim	the	Open	NarraGve	
Value	Pluralism		
Think	De-growth	for	Sustainability		



h9ps://youtu.be/Y1X0xtB_JcY		



TOWARDS	A	“PLURIVERSAL”	FRAMEWORK	

“a	world	where	many	worlds	fit”	
built	on	the	concept	of	diversity	
within	a	whole	Earth	system,	a	
mulCplicity	of	worlds	and	peoples	
coexisCng	within	the	Planet	

life’s	ceaselessness,	always	flowing,	
constantly	changing	owing	to	
interdependence	of	all	aspects	of	
living	systems	
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