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and the extremities quickly became paralytic, reepirations were labored, and
immediately before death clonfc convulsions set in, If the doses were
smaller the animals appeared normal for the first few minutes; soon, how-
ever, & peculiar motor unreat was evident; then tho gait became unsteady,
the animal fell, and the entire body lost tone. The extremities could atill
be moved volitionally, but with pronounced ataxis, There never was diar-
rheea.  In cats the pupils may become dilated, and the heart generally con-
tinues beating after the dyspnaza has led to respiratory paralysis. Examina.
tlon of the different organs of the mussels showed that the polson Is distrib-
uted over their entire body, but that the liver contains most of it. In a few
cases the water in which the anfmals lived also proved toxic to mice. The
chief factor which renders the Is pol seems to be contamination
of the sea in which they live, Either the impurities render the molluscus
slck, or such fmpuritica are stored up in them and are themselves the toxlc
agents, Sectlons made of the animals, however, failed to reveal any patho-
logical changes in their organs, and the second supposition seoms more prob-
able, since the author found that the mussels would readily take up curare,
strychnine, and the poisonous extract if added to their wator without them.
selves becoming sick. It thus seems that they have a definite function in
the stagnating water of harbors, and that by rendering harmful substances
Innocuous they purify it. The poison is readilysoluble in water and alcohol,
decomposes with'alkalies and by bacterlal action, but it could not be lsohted
in pure form.—Archiv fiir experimentelle Pathologie und Pharmakologie, 1902,
vol, xlvil,, Nos, 6 and 6, p. 811,
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Oancer of the Uterus.—KrOMER (Cenlralblait fir Qyndtologie, No. 21,
1902) reports 102 cases of vaginal and 10 of abdominal hysterectomy; with a
primary mortality in the former of 3.9 per cent., in the latter of 30 per cent.;
35 per cent. of the cases of cancer of the uterus examined by him were suit-
able for operation. The proportion of cures in the vaginal cases was 12.8
per cent.; after the sbdominal four out of seven who survived were still
free from recurrence. The writer refects the latter method on account of the
higher mortality and the impossibility of removing all the lymph nodes and
vessels, as in the radical operation for cancer of the breast, 8o loug as the
dificulty of dlagnosing infection of the glands exists, and the remote results
are still uncertain, he will contlnue to perform radical vaginal extirpation,



