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70 Collectanea.

up, falls upon a graduated scale on the inside of the inner
ring, from which the time can be read off.
L. Loverr

AMULETS FROM CosTERS' BARROWS IN LoNDpON, RoME,
AND NArLEs.

(Wrrn Prarte I1L)
(Read ar Meeling, November 19th, 1908.)

It is a common idea that few traces of folk-beliefs can be found
in great cities, but my own experience is that, at any rate for
the seeker after amulets, there is no better hunting ground than
the hawkers’ handbarrows in the poorest parts or slums of such
dense aggregations of people as London, Rome, and Naples.
In a visit to Italy last summer I obtained a large number of
amulets used by the poorer people in Rome and Naples, and
Fig. 9 (Plate IIL.) shows a group of purchases in these cities.
The amulets were found, mixed with ex wofos and modern
religious medals and symbols, for sale, not to the visitor and
curio-hunter who rarely invade the slums, but to the poor city
dweller and to the peasant visiting the city. The first and
third in the top row are metal wavy horns; the second is a
tusk ; the three in a vertical line on the extreme right and
the one in the bottom left-hand corner are artificial horns cut
from pearl shells ; the largest object is an artificial horn cut from
the lip of a conch shell; and the four remaining objects are
two pincers of a crab of different sizes, a tooth, and the core
of a goat’s horn. The general resemblance of these amulets to
those shown in the upper part of the Plate is quite obvious,
although the group in Fig, 8 was collected from the costers’
barrows in the poor man’s markets of London,

For many years I have been in touch with some of the London
street dealers in unconsidered trifles, and I am much surprised
to find how much they know as to the reasons for carrying certain
amulets. Phallic symbols, such as the glass and cornelian drops



PLATE IIL

FIG. 8.

FIG. 9.
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in the thtOm o

the: win Fig. 8, are quite well understood, although
eir descriptions

the cani are somEWha.t crude. Pendants of tusks or 9f
the top nre teeth of some animal, such as the four shown in
PTOtectio,,o;V In Fig. 8, are, I. am ?old, l.argdy bought as a
middle op; Y men who tend v»tnld ammal.fz in shows etc. The
and woyy JSCt in the top row is a corpelxan mox{nted in metal
second 1o y Jew.esses as a charm agams.t the evil eye, and the
Any cha'rw cox.msts: of a boot, .two cafnn.e te?th, and' a tusk.
“for mdﬁ} Whlch.. is of 1xgcertaln use is mvam}bly Sald' to be
always Cai] Fossil belemnites and nodules of iron pyrites are
_called *thunderbolts.”
foun ;axlz(sikto trace any ¢ thunderbolt;?” in Rome or 'Naples, but
as phal 8 and teeth as pendants in great quantities, as well
amulets amulets in corgl, shell, bone, and metal. ‘Th'e latter
think thatret}slo common in London also that T am inclined to
Neapolimn ey are probably brought.here by the numerous
ice-Cream : Who seek to SHPPIY us with chestnnts in winter,
amulety ar;n ?umme,’ Qﬂd music in both., In Naples such
Poor hag, p often seen in wear, and almost every shop for the
glove Stu}redangmg Up, one or more evil-eye charms, sucl'{ as a
1o the palm and with the two middle fingers and thumb stitched
P, m; 80 thatr the other fingers makg the sign of the horns,
the horseg n“;”’ The horns and such llk'e are also box.xght for
bedeckegq w‘iitrllx carts of the peasants, which are sometimes s0
ome 4 1 t}mulets as to 1oo}< like small travel_lmg museums,
With a Jige ylx)) ical cart amulet is a ram’s hom painted blue and
ome, algo | ell at its tip. In one of the poorest alleys of
Who haq 8:1 met an itinerant seller of some sort‘ of sweet stuff
hig tray, thespended, from the shoulder cord which suppor'ted
from the » h‘:ofe of a goat's horn, §hown as the sgcond object
ithoyt ang in the top row of Fig. g, as an evil-eye charm,
8Cquired ¢ fs wordf:, but with the .Esperafxto of half a f_ranc, 1
Prise; perny Specimen, and left him gazing after me with sur-
lunatic asyl ps I was in his fancy a proper candidate for a
yiam owing to my lavish expenditure.

E. LoverT,




