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CASES ;OF . TRANSPLANTATION OF SKIN
... AT THE BOSTON OITY HOSPITAL.: -

" Roported by Messrs. Brr¥, HANDY and Borvzs,

‘ 'Honse Burgeons,” = '’ "

Case. J.—(Service of Dr. INeaLLs,)—B. K.,
@t. 86, domestic, entered the hospital Aug.
6th, 1870, for an old recurring ulcer of the
leg, measuring two by three inches. ..In
part of its surface deep, offensive and ir-
ro"fular.j "'She'wag ordéred a wash, of soda
chlorinata (3iij. .ad. 0i.), under which :she.
_ steadily improved: v ro. el
dermis was removed from the inner aspect

three different. places, each piece. as large:
as a 'millet seed,’** with the'idea of giving
the ulcer several points to heal from ang
thereby. hasten its closure.” T

1 of the

On the 17th, after ‘the remova
plaster for the first time, no islets weére
seen, after which no mention was made of}|
the transplantation, but the leg took on &,
~ healthy action, gnd healed very: rapidly,
growing from ‘several' centres, and, on ' the
26th, patient was discharged, well. * -

Case II.—(Service of Dt, Fipiern,)—A.,
C., female, ®t. 20, entered June 8d, 1870,
with a large, foul and deep syphilitic ulcer’
of left leg, five by six inches ; in the mid-]
dle, the tibia was exposed for nearly two,
inches. From time of entrance until the
middle of Qctober,. almost every kind of
local and constitutional tréatment had been
tried, and ‘the ulcer had become stationary-
at about one half its first size. Several
large and very many small ‘piecés’ of bone .
had exfoliated. T T T
.~At this time the tibia was cut down upon,’
and dead bone removed; the ulcer was|
treated still farther for a week, and again
remained stationary. o

Oct. 25th,—Several pieces of skin, each’
as large as a rice grain, were transplanted
to' the surface of the ulcer and covered with
plaster. o '

portion of ‘healthy epi:

s Was rems om _ the inr {'rent. - Five more put on,
of ‘thigh"and placed within the ulger at,| L
an‘inch long, has formed,
.corner. of ulger. by three .pieces of skin

Nov. 15th.—Nothing could be seen of
VoL. VI.—No. 2¢

| the pieces, but_the ulcer had contracted

considerably. - Six new pieces of skin were
then inserted in little cuts made in the
granulations. Three days - after, nothing
seen of these. o L
~.20th.—Ten more trangplantations.

- 28d.-—Six more, two of which were taken

from nurse. ; e s .

26th.—Several - bits .of reproduced. skin
are seen in place of earlier transplantations
(those of Nov. 156th). Those of the 20th
are all adhérént, but the epidermis is peel-
ing off from the true skin and falling away.
The remaining portion:of the.transplanted .
skin is whitish or. bluish,.and firmly ad-
berent. -~ - .o e

'26th.—All

the ’lé.ét-piécés are also adhe-

'Dec, 18t.—A bridge, three qparters of
-across. the, Jower

which have extended and met, and another,
one and & half inch in length, across an-

-other angle, is almost completed by threg

more. Nineteen pieces cap now be count-
ed; all growing, and a portion of which
have also retained . their .epidermis. The
larger islands now are circular, more; than

'one fourth inch jn diameter; consisting .of
| the original skin and a broad, white border:

of new growth. They amount in all to one.
third of the area of the ulcer, which is trian.
gular, and two and &’ quarter.inches.from..
corner'to corner. . .. ... o,
COasg 1I1.—(Service of Dr. INgaLis. )M,
C., ®t. 28, domestic, entered hospital Oct.:
28th, 1870, with an old recurring ulcer on
the inner aspect ‘of the right leg and one.
inch ‘above the malleolus. It was three
inches by two .inches.in diameter, deep,.
and with an inflamed base, sharp edges,

1 and surrounded by a halo of bluish tissue.-

The veins of the leg were varicose. Water

dressing was applied. :
'Nov. 8d.—The ulcer has lost its inflamed

‘'base and sharp edges.. Three .pieces of-

skin, the size of canary seeds, were taken
from the inner aspect of arm and placed"
upon the..surface :of the ulcer, -and::the
water dressing re-applied.
Nov. 14th,—The ulcer is contracting.
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Two of the pieces of skin planted have
taken root and are spreading over surface
of the ulcer, one being the size of a pea.
18th.—One of the pieces planted has
extended across the ulcer and united with
both edges, and laterally for two thirds of
an inch. The other has united with the
edge of the ulcer, and is about the size of

& buck-shot. The growth of the bits of |

skin and the ¢ontractibn of the edges have
nearly healed the ulcer. - .

. 26th.—Ulcer well. The largest piece of
skin grew to the size of a _ﬁv’e:genig nickel
ooin ; the smaller; to that bf a three-cent
gilver piece. 0 o~
0ase 1V.—(8ervice ‘of Dr. FirigLp.)—I.
V., t. 12, male, entered Oct. 21st, 1870,
Suffered great 1688 of skin 'of right arm by
slughing after ah injiiry, 164ving an ulcer.
extending around the limb, and dearly gjx
inches vertitally; =~ 0 T
“ Nov. '16th.~~Two small pieces of skin’
wére removéd fromn the leg and put“iﬁpgt
cuts'in the grantlations, =~ T

“20h.~~No adhesion. 'Nine' pieces lald on,
té:day and covered with ibitiglass iplas,t'er,, ,
*-24th.~18ix Word pideds, dach divided into’
two. Those ‘of the 20th appear to have
cothe away. 't o ot T e

Dec. lst.—No sutcess thus far. The
granulations in‘thié case have been' rather
flabby from the first. ~ PR
*0ase V:==(8ervice of Dr. Firigp,)—D.
F., wt. 81, mhalé, entered OQct. 24th, 1870,
for -a’ recurring, dee‘g'. varicose ulcer one’
atid & half inch in ‘diameter. ' Diepsed at’
first with wét str: Pin‘g,"hc'qogd_ih_g‘;tq‘ the’
o'schapnfan’nne,thﬁi{)..’..;‘ Lo T
+Nov, 22d:—Uleer now three fo_ux"t_hé'b}
ati*inch by oneinch: Fouf bits of skin laid’
iti'n 'sqbiare, ‘half ‘#n inch apart; on ‘it sur-
facwy. it o be 0 PR
280thi—All the pieces adheted and have'
met each' othér. The edgds’ of the ul¢er
have -also- reached the ‘skin Yransplaited.’
There only remains to heal'a "rri‘n";'n_qte,‘s’ﬁ(}‘f
in‘the centre of the *square.” The epi-
deimis in' this cise did not come off,

*Déo. 4thi=—Entirely well, - " =
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7 By Joux W Went, M, Edwarderilie, Tl .
I-prap with much interest, in the TovrnarL

‘of January l4th, 1869, aireview ) o criti!

cigm, by::Dr. ‘Hy W Harkuéss; of Sacra-

mento, .Oal., on'Dr. .8alisbuty's theory" 4f|

the canse of fever-and'ague. > Dt: H'isay4':

‘A small vegetable spore of Palmella, oiie |

| thé chibe of chills an

fiye-thousandth of an inch in dinmeter, was
- ) . P LR TRV P L

PRI E PR TN

dragged to the light of day, and the cul-
prit put upon his trial. A few suspicious
circumstaunces connected with the develop-
ment and growth of the criminal were
brought forward as proofs, and. cleverly.
analyzed, and the little atom was declared
guilty of having been the cause of half the
ills of human life.” I S
"Dr, H. very ‘cleverly "’ criticizes the
theory of Dr. S., but in the sequel leaves
the subject still farther in the dark, by
suggesting that the ‘ cylprit’’ may be a

‘subtle ether in the atmosphere.. He tacitly.
falls into the miasma theory. The truth is,.
I believe, that all members of the profes-

sion, who have written on the subject,”

‘have eithér advocated or adopted the mias-

ma theory, or failed to say aunythjng re-
specting it; and it has thus become the
settled theory for the, past fifty years.,

"1 thivk it is wel) for the human, and ani;,
mal creation, that, although this little spore.

| was_“dragged to, the light of day, and.

condemned,” it has thug far escaped execy-.
tion, " For T thik that which has. beety
thought to produce !‘ half the ills of human.
life,”” is'a vital ingredient of  oyr. atmq-,.
sphere, and as-essentigl therein as oxygen,.
hydrogen, carbop, ornitrogen.,. ., .. .. .
"When I was readipg medicipe, with Dr...
Kendall Dayis, of Reading, Mass., in 1834,
I'observed the meércury, in the thermome:,
ter iy my rogm, rose aud fell; only 5° from.
the warmest part of the day to, the coolest,
part of the night, . This sixrp'rises: me, for
I'was aware that 1o Kentucky, wheye 1 hag,.
formerly lived, the rise and, fall was from,
20°to 30°. " My atfention was partigularly.
called “to the fact o a hot, #)'f!it'i Aungugt,,
when'T found’ the, thermometer, to, register,
80°; Baving occagion to, be in the ppen air;

'| duying he’night, I found mapy of the large

stonés stil] rétajning the hegtwhich had been.
v 1 Sin'oug s iy,
in taih ey ;ga}ig,i.t_ qff to"the surrounding,
ait, ahd thus niaintained it at.g temperature,
iy 5° Téss thian jt liad duiing the day, I
‘believe’ T learned, ‘from’ this_circumsiance,
of o ‘foyer., The Northe,
easteru, Statés are so studded with ,stones
that, during the warm season, théy become,
héatéd "during’ the day, and keep. the air.
comparatively” warm” and dry, during the
night, and, in the cold. seagon, become as
icdbitgs 4t iiight, and koep the. days cold. ,
Thiy abt af equalizers, suinmer and winfer,
ad” hénce ' there is but little difference in.,
th%t.f;mpé;atu\re. of day and night, =~ "~
. 'Dufing'd constant practice in.this mala-
rious region, I have seen no reason to
chiange the opinion I formed in Reading,,
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