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IIUSICETRP INSTRUCTION FOR THE CAVALRY UARBINE 
AND PISTOL, 

IlECESTLY ISSUEb TO TIIE FRESCH CAV’ALPA’ j WITII SUJCIQESTIOSS FOR 
TIIE TRAIHIh’ff OF CAVALRY, AXD ITS IMPORTAST FUSCTIOS IN ITTURE 
BATTLES. 

((The Cmdry is the illuminnting torcli and the protecting shield of armies.” 

Ey ASDREW STEISJIETZ, Esq., Lieut. The Queen’s 01ni Light Inf. Nilitis, 
First Class Certificate, School of Mklretry, Hythc. 

PART I. TliE SYSTEM DETAILED. ~ Z f l ’ o d r i d i O , l . - T ~ C  Frf3ldi ei3J’BhJ 
consists of twelve rcgimqits of reserve, coinposed of two regiments of Cara- 
biniers and ten companies of Cuirassiers ; twcnty regiments of Cavalry of 
the Line, coniposcd of trrelvc regiments of Dragoons and eight regiments of 
Lancers ; twent~-tliree regiments of Light Cavali-y, coinposed of twelve 
regiments of Chasseiirs, eight regiments of Hussar&, mid three regiments 
of Chaswirz; d’Afi-iqiie ; three regiments of Rpnhis ; ten conipailies of 
Cavaliers de Remonte (new horses). Tlierc are besides regiments of 
ca~al ry  forming part of the lniperial Guard; naniely, olio squadron of 
Gendniiiiciic, trro. regiments of Cuirossieis, ono of Dragoons, one of 
Lancers, one of Chassenrs, a id  one bf Gnides, forming the cardry tliyision 
of fhe Guards. 

Its object i.i to 
train instmetors destined to teach in the ~ar ions  troops of cavdry a rmifofin 
system of equitation and give other instrtiction appertaining to cavalry. 
The course lasts one year.* 

All the French cavalry carbines are at  present rifled; but there are 
mimeroils patterns, most of them beiug ‘‘ transformations,” old aims 
fashioned into modern requirements. Tbe barrel of their several crvalry 
carbines is about 35 inches long, the weight of the carbine (calleil f u d  f7e 
dI.flgOT4 and ccrrtrbine d e  cacfllerie respectively) varies from about 9 Ibs. 8 oz. 
(that of the car.uZerie) to ahoiit 6 lbs. 11 QZ. (t,lillat of some of the Dragoons). 
!Che cartiidgc is .that of the Line, the bullet weighing 480 grains. 

Unquestionably t.lic ca~alrg carbine may be made the most efficient rifle 
in the service. I n  this n m  me are not compelled fo conform to anything 
like the length of barrel, SO mauifestly detrimenfd to accuracy, penetration, 
and range. Experiments hwe prored that tho utmost length of any rifle 
need not exceed twenty-eight or thirty diameters of the bore. All beyond 
this mnst cause incrcax of friction, vxste of force, and the chance of acci- 
dental deviations. 

The diminished lengtli 
must in other respects be adequately compensated, and nothing is easier, if 

* Annuaire Militaire pour I’annee 1861. 

pie great Imperial Seliool of Cavalry is at Sauniur. 

But it is not mere shortness that is rquired. 
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FRENCH MUSKETRY INSTRUCTION FOK CAVALRY. 455 

e 11cnr in nlind a11 tlic reqiiiremcnts of 3 perfect iifle, and dcrise its 
enients accordingly. 
~ l i c  new Frciicli project of iiiiisketry instruction for tile cavalry * is not 

,,Itende(I to lead to ally radical change-sucli tlic ciiipI0pt~1it of .i 
“niiscd caralry”-liaring the doubIc character of a troop of ~ O E C  and 
foot soldiers. Vie principles 011 wIiicli t ~ i c  organisatioii of carn1.9 is 
fomidcd remain mialterable. The only object is to cilllallcc its p o w ,  to 
illcrensc its efiiciency ns cal-a1ry.t 

For if it bc esscntia1 that the cavalry sliouiId know 1 1 0 ~  to innnnge their 
liorhes at  all thcir rates of uiorenicnt, it is cqnally imp0rt:int to complete 
their training as soldiers, by teaching tliein horn to handlc their carbine 
and pistol with skill nnd prccision. 

Before the African ~ a r  tlic utility of fire-aims in the hands of tlic caraliy 
mi$ bc doultcd ; but tlic cspciicncc of the last thirty years has clinnged 
onr ideas on this siibjcct, and the oficcrs who sci--ml in tlic Ngcrian war 
11nrc acliiionlcdgcd that firc-nrnis in thc hands of caralry were not restrictcd, 
ns mine prctenrleil, to the ofica of siglinlising thc approach of tlic enemy. 

It is not snpposcd that cavalry sldrmishea, ~liatever proficiency t h y  
iuay acquire, ~ n i i  ever rival tliosc of the infantry. Tlie conditions of the 
fight are too dissiniilnr to nclinit of such nn idca; but, betnccn sl&~nL~her~ 
of thc sainc arni, tlic advantage will always be with those who by progrcs- 
sire practice shall acqnirc the greatest proficiency in the iise of the rifle. 

Such is thc object of thc Prcncli authorities in the follorriiig iiiethod of 
Miislretry Instruction for tlic Cavalry, ordercd to be first tried at  the 
Cavalry School of Samnur, and then in all the regiiiients of cavalry. 

Tlic adoption of rifled aiiiis for mouilted troops infers an important nf- 
cessity ; it  1~0ulil be meless and absitrd to placc an iiiiprowd weapon III 
hands zmnblc to use it to the best advantage. 

There d l  always be peculiar dificiilties to owrconte by the caTaliy 
soldier in npplying the rules of mnsl<etiy; and tlic difIiciiIty of liabituatiug 
his liorsc to tlic report of the iiflc is not the lenst. His firing, thcrefore, 
strictly depends upon his inrlivkhd exertion, and it beconies the coniple- 
mcnt of his training. 

Tlic utmost modctation is recoii~nieiided in the strictly progrcssivc 
sjstem of instriiction. Too much haste ~o i i ld  comproinise the intended 
resdt . 

T h c n  tlic horse is made obedient, or, rather, trlien he becomes obcclicnt 
b j  rational treatment; vhen tho report of the rifle no longer $tsrtles him; 
xlien tlic ridcr has acquired the habit of aiming and firing, without alter- 
ing his regdated position, and without losing his finn seat in the saddle, 
then will be tlie time to give hint ball-trai.tridgc : for only then will he bc 
able to comply 6 t h  31.11 tlie necessary conditions of good G11g. 

* Pvojd d’lnstnc‘ctioa s i w  le Tir tlzt FmiZ tl tbb Pistokt d l’ctsnge dw Trovpes chrml ,  
Jan. 1861. 

-f Nevertheless Glen. Bonncllu du Nartniy empbntidly are=, that c‘it is p tkdar ly  
the tacticsof the caralry that tlie improremehts of the ria* will radically change. Just ns 
the invention of gunpowder modified the ideas of the knights of old in the method of figlit- 
ing, so mill the new projectilcs destroy those principles rootcd In the minds of modern 
cavaliers since the time of Fredericl the Great. W e  a b  persuaded Hlkt the latter will 
beoome mwunted Fusiliers. They sl.ould reljoice and take perk in this p p e C t ,  which 
nil1 furnish them with moro numerous occasions of being useful, with an i n c r w  in the 
sphore of their activity.” 
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456 FKENGU YUSKETKY INSTHUCTiON F01: CAVALRY. 

Officers mist  bear in mind, not only the aim and object of this training, 
but also the difficulties to be surmounted. 

I. THE BASES OF MUSKETRS IXSTRTJCTIOX FOR OAVALRY.-T~C object of 
this instruction is to teach the ca~alry all the resoiirces of their arm, and 
enable them gradually to use it to the best advantage. It must also be 
considered as an essential part of their military acquirements, for it 
developes their capabilities on horseback, by requiring theni to bc perfect 
masters of their horses, and gi\-es esercise to their dexterity, by malring 
them handlc tlieir mii at tlic differcnt paces of tlie horse. It demands, 
therefore, nll the solieitndc required in the other parts of the senice, and 
is placed, in each rcgiment, under the direction of the colonel, who is 
responsible for its application. Tlie particular direction is confided to thc 
lieutenatit-colonel. 

As the instnietion of the regiment cannot bc insured without B compe- 
tent knowledge in the officers and lion-commissioned officers, the coiirsc 
of instruction is first given to the lieutenants and sub-lientenants* by tho 
captain instructor, and to the. non-eomniissioned officers by a lieutenant. 

All the officers should be able to give musketry instruction. 
I n  each squadron an officer, appointed by the lienteiiaiit-colonel, 011 the 

recommendation of the captain-conimandant, is charged with tlic superin- 
tendenec of this instiwtion. 

An officer with the rank of lieutenant, or sub-lieutenant, is charged 
with the theoretical instruction of B few of the most intelligent corporals. 
Tile officer-instructor applies himself particularly to tlic training of a t  least 
one non-commissioned officer and t r o  lance-corporals in each squadron, to 
assist tlic officer appointed for the instruction of the regiment. l'hc captain- 
instructor is charged with tlic complete training of tlic recruits throughout 
the coiirsc. 

There must be a coiirsc of musketry instruction every year. The theo- 
retical and practical instruction of the officers, and non-commissioned 
officers, must always precede the ball-practice of tlie squadrons. The 
colonels regulate the times mid niiniber of these instructions. 

The course of mns1ieti.g instiaction is the model of our system as it 
appears in oiir manual, and thcreforc it need not here be given. I shall 
therefore merely quote such parts as are 1)ecnlinr to thc French. l'hc 
French infantiy of tho line, and the cavaliy, are taught to use the tliuinb 
in the absence of the elevating backsight. 

With thefirsil fte Drcrgun we can, up to 270 metres, about 293 yards, 
select snch a point on the huiiian body, that, by directing thc line of siglit 
upon it, wc can bring the trajectory on the waist; but, beyond that dis- 
tance (nearly 300 yards), we c m  no longer me the natural line of sight of 
tlic carbine. We must t!se an artificial line, which will produce a greater 
angle of sight, and, conseqnently, greater range of the point-blank. 
This artificial line is obtained by using the thumb as a back-sight. 

The method is as folIolrs :- 

Thc following rules will be observed :- 
lo. At 100 metres, about 108 yards, aim a t  the feet. 
2O. At 200 metres, about 216 yards, aim a t  tlie mist. 
3O. At 250 metres, about 270 yards, aim at the head. 
* In the French cav3lry there 3re first and second captains, first and second lieu- 

tenants, 3nd aub-lieutenants (sous-lietzfenaiifs). 
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FRENCH MUSKETRY INSTRUCTION FOR CAVALRY. 457 

For all the dist.ances at which the thuimb is used 8s a back-sight the 
tt hand is constantly placed at  the height of thc lower band.* 
Tlie follodng niles fix the position of the thumb, in order that the 

oint-blank of the piece should siicccssively correspond to tlic various dis- 

A t  400 metres, nbout 432 yards, the thumb bciilg bent on the lorer 
tances of tho firing. 

band, aim a t  the waist. 

At 600 metres, about G50 yards, the th11mb beiiig erect., the joint a 
little abore tlie top of the lower band (about 4 inch), aiin at  tlie waist. 

Aiming d t l i  the thumb requires great practice. During the prepara- 
tory exercises the instnictors must impress upon the men the ,absolute 
necessity of bringing the point of the thumb, substituted for the notch of 
the back-sight, into the plane of fire, that is to say, it innst coincide with 
the ask of the barrel. 

The verification of tho line of sight must be madc before aiming. To do 
this, tlie soldier takes a sight of the -iertical plane passing from the tip of 
the forcsight along the linc of the barrel; the thumb must be in that 
line. 

When the position of tho thumb is well fised, aiming is no longer 
difficult. The instructors must take into consideration that the preccding 
niles have been calciilated for a thimib of the average size, and they must 
be niodified for soldieis whose fingers inaterinlly exceed the orclinnry di- 
mensi0ns.t 

The 
officers and non-commissioned offiecrs must know them thoroughly, in 
order to be ablc to suggest them to the men wlien necessary. Frequent 
lectures mmt be gireii to the men on thc subject, and the lieutenaut- 
colonel is specinlly cliarged d t l i  the suiperintendcnce of this pnrt of the 
instruction. 
11. JUDQIXG DISTAXCE.-~ addition to the nsnal mode of measuring 

All thc mcn must learn tlic rules of firing with the carbine. 

In French the cnpzrcine. Of course the positions of our bands do not correspond 
exactly to those of the French. 
f If this subrrtitute for the back-sight ha boen found almost nugatory when firing from 

the ground, it must be absurd to attempt it on homeback. The bib were so'few when I 
saw it uwd, that they may be considered accidental. Howerer, the elevation might have 
been sufficiently accurate to l o  effective enough on extended lines. This is' worth 
testing. Back-sight adjustment must be ditficnlt and uncertain on horseback. 
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458 

and jurlging &st.ancc, I And tho following :-thc instructor orders tlic iiiell 
to walk their llorses over the rlistancc of 10s yard?.-100 iilctres, enjoin- 
ing then1 to allow tli0 horscs to take tlicir 1sud  Stqi Jiitllollt Ciide~VoUring 
to incrcsc or Ziiitiisli its lcngtli. A horsc iiiakes 120 steps to get over 
108 yarda, and tlicreforc imlms GO steps for 51 yards, and so on. We 
may thus ascei-taiii the nnn~ber of yards gonc o ~ r  by counting the steps of 
thc horsc. 

The instructor forms his dctnehmciit in a siiiglc rank at onc of the 
extremities of n marked distniicc of 200 metres (216 yards) of tlic sick 
wlierc tlic incasureiiient commences, so Miat tlic straight linc iiicasurcd nil1 
bc pcrpendicular to tlic front of thc troop, mil passs tlirough thc centre of 
that front. EvciTtliing then procecds much after the mode adopted in our 
judging distniicc drill nnci practice. It niny be 11scfd, hovcmr, to qliotc 
tho follon-ing 

Aids to Jidgiiig Disfmce. 
At GOO iiietrcs (about G50 yards) wc distingnish in D troop of cava11y :- 

the ratc of iiiotioii-wall\iiig, trotting, galloping ; thc direction of tllc 
morenient--sdvanciiig or retiring i thc brilliant parts of the accotgrc- 
incn&helniet and cnirass ; tlic colour of tho uniform-red, d i i t c  ; 
the breastplate, plnme, the I~ladc of thc Ianccs. 

At 430 yards, x e  distingiiish tlic saddle-cloth ; tlic ratcs of motion and its 
direction ; tlic helmet and cuirass ; tlic bright colonrs of the iiiiiform ; 
thc shoulder belt of tlic liorsenleii seen hi front. 

A t  324 yards, ~1-c rlistinguisli-tho colour of the saotdlc cloth ; tIic rciiis of 
tlic bridlc on horses mitli light saddle clotlis, seen sidcnnys ; tlic 
scabbard of the horseman’s srord, seen 011 his left i the shaft of tlic 
!antes ; the epaulettee ; tho hair of thc head. 

A t  216 Rrds, wc rlistingudsli-thc colonrs of the saddle cloth ; the rcins 
of fhc biidlc on Iiorses wjtli dark saddo clotlls; the b l a h  and seal- 
bard of the sxord ; tlic shaft of the lance ; the carbinc slung ; tlic 
principal parts of tlic uniform and cqnipment. 

At 10s p d s ,  KO distiiiguidi-tho difi’ereiit parts of tlic soldier’s body ; 
his sliapc and arms ; his ~ c n p o n s  . and cjtiiplnent ; thc details of his 
udfp-ni ; harness ; thc linc of buttons on his j d i c t ,  his ]iolstcrI arid 
clonlr. 

FRENCH AfUSKETRI* INSTRUCTION BU3R UAYALRY. 

In n body of Infantry :-- 
At G50 yarcls, via distinguish-tho iuorenient of coinpanics marching, nd- 

At 432 yards, thc direction of their march; tlic mo-xmcnt of their 

At 324 yards, tlic barrcls of tho rifles or carbines ; tlic riflc a t  tho shoulder ; 

At 216 yards, the colour of the uinifoii; the .badges of tho bclts or 

At 108 y&, tho different pnrts of tho body] tlic inorcments of tlic 

vancing or rctiring ; thc red colonr of tho trousers. 

muskets. 

thc different pnrts of tho uniform. 

shakos ; tho hilts of tlic swords ; the cartouch box. 

men inclividnally 3 tlic foini and colour of thc nniform. 
Objects in motion-at n horsc tcaZ?;iq:- 

At  105 pards aim a t  tfic horse’s shoiilder; at 216 yards, oini at his nosc. 
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FRENCR MUElKETRY INSTRUCTION FOR CAVALRY. 459 

t 391 yards, aim about $11~ of a yard bcforo llis head (half tlic length of 

&+, 438 pards, R F ~  in advany of his h e d  one wholo leng+li of tho horso. 
-kt 540 yards, aim 9 feet 6 liiclies before his head (a longtli rid R half of 

~t 650 yards, aim two leiigths or rather more before his head. 

At 108 yards, aim a t  the horse's head. 
A t  216, aim rather less than his length beFond Kishead. 
At 324, a length and n half bcyond. 
At 482, threc lengths beyond. 
At 540, four lengths bcyond. 
& 650, six lengths beyond. 

At 10s yards, lialf the length of the horse beyond. 
At 316, two lengths. 
At 824, four lengtla. 
At 432, six leng&s. 
At 510, eight lengths. 
At 660, twlvc lengths and a half. 

Thesc indications must not  be considered nbsolutely correct. Tliey must 
bc taken as general approximations or werfiges, susceptiblc of modification 
according to tlio eyesigltt of each, atmosphcrical circnmstances, and con- 
figuration of thc landscape. 

Tho lengths of the horse are npproxinptcly cdculated in the propoflioii 
of two metres ( G  feet G inches) as the unit at the wall;, thc trot, and gallop. 

The soldier haying been instructed in the proper method of loadilig, 
aiming, snapping caps, blanlr-firing, kc.,. precisely according to thc incthod 
we enforce with the foot soldier--c\iffi?nng in a few particulars, perhaps 
uniniportant, and haying fired nit11 ball cartridge at nll tllc distaiiccs froin 
i00 to 600 metres, lie then commenccs his practico 011 hoiseback. 

111. PRACTICE OX HORSEBACK. Prepnmtoly ~xe i . c i se s . -T~ni r i i I~~  of 
#he lIorse.-'".:- part of thc instruction cannot ba too carefully coaducted. 
It is, in fact, the basis of tho ~ d i o l c  sygtcnl. If tlic Iiorsc is not habituated 
to thc report of the rifle or pistol, if hc i s  not obedient to the hand pncl 
legs of tho rider, it is vain to cspect any useful rcsults froq the geppon. 
It is absolutely necessary that the rider sliould iiot be occupied iyith his 
liorsc when lie has to iise his iifle. The most essential point, tlien, is to 
habituate the horse to the rep04 of tho jycapon. Tlie prezciibed means 
must bc enlployed Kith thc grcatcst persewrancg if we ~ ~ e u l d  secure gooil 
results. When the troop is in line on thc practising ground ii singlc restire 
horse ydl intoiwpt tho practice completelyhis bail example infectii~g 
thc wholo troop: 

Tact aiid patiencc on the part of the instructor can alonc succeed in 
quieting the animals, and onc of tho most efficacious means is to isolate 
them-either placing them singly in coliinin with intends, or sepprating 
them onc from the other, so ns tq givc them tho bcncfit of good example. 

There pmst be po firing until the rider is perfectly master of his bol.se, 
and hall-prncticc niust bc out of the question until thc preceding instruction 

the horse). 

the horsc). 

At a horse irottinq : 

At a horse galloping: 
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460 FRENOEI Bf UBKETRY INSTRUCTION FOR CAVA>RY. 

shall haTe beell rrell understood and well cxecutcd. During the mirslrctry 
instiTiction, the soldier should always ride his oEn llorsc, if possible. 

Positiota of the Soldierjiriiig onltorse6acL-at the IIalt.-!Clie troop 
being formed in a single rank, three yards interval between each, a i d  at the 
position of (6 Shoulder Arms,” the instiiictor gires the following caution, 
and llas it performed, substituting simple indications for the words of cotn- 
?J,Ial1d. !l!his is worthy of especial notice ; it  is impossible to teach shooting 
by word of command; this is a point in which the French system generally 
surpasses our o m  as now carried out. 

Position on Ilbrsehacb-Lower the carbine to the left hand-partly.open 
the left hand-seize with the right hand the part of the reins held by the 
left aborc the runner, the little finger’ between the two reins, the fingers 
fronting the body; raise the carbine with the left hand, bending the arm, 
the nails uppermost, and hold the carbine horizontally, the butt to the 
right, and a t  the height of the shoulder. 

Present,” slipping the little finger of tlie 
right hand to the elid of the reins, the muzzle of the carbine pointed 
between tlic shoidder and left car of the horse; cock the piece by seizing 
the comb between the thumb and the first finger of the right hand without 
quitting the reins, the butt a t  the shoulder; place the first finger on the 
trigger, fire x-ithout moi-ing the carbine, seize the reins with tlie left hand, 
and come to the loafing position, letting go the reins with the right hand. 

This motion being performed, the soldier is practised in loading to fire 
again, or to sling his carbine in order to seize his sword. 

At tlic Present,” the reins arc le t  loose, in order that the carbine should 
not feel the heaving of the breast, and that the movements of the band, 
connected with those of the barrel, should not be transmitted to the horse; 
but this position must interrupt the use of the reins only for a Fery short 
timc, and the instructor should strive to curtail it by habituating the horse- 
nian to adjust Yery rapidly. 

2. Firing at the Hnk--The troop is formed in a single rank opposite 
. the target. A pole is planted in the direction of the company and the 

target, indicating the distance whence they will fire. I n  order to habituate 
liorsenieri to get themselves in position promptly, so as to fire on objects 
before them, on their left, 011 the right, or in the rear, the instructor 
inalres thcm execute the folloning movements :- 

Firing to the Front.-!Che named liorsenirn advances from the rank, 
shoulders the carbine, takes the position of firing on horseback, and 
inarclies straight to the pole : here he hdts, makes a right quarter face, 
makes ready, prcsents, and fires. He  then resumes the advance, and 
after a few paces comes to the right about, and retires, loading his carbine, 
and forms ten paces in rear of the rank opposite the spot he occupied. 

Firing to the Lefl.-Tlic named horseman qdts the rank, shoulders the 
carbine, takes the position of firing 011 horseback, turns to the left, then to 
the riglit, and advances straight to the front, tolvards the pole. Diere he 
turiis to the right, and, when near, he halts, prcsents, nnd fires to the left. 
He then advances, returns, loading his carbine, and forms ten paccs in rear 
of tlie rank opposite the spot he occupied. 

Firing to the Right.-The named. horseman quits the rank, shoulders 
the carbine, takes the position of firing on horseback, turns to the right, 
then to the left, and marches straight to the front towards the pole. !iliere, 

1. 

&ti atid Fire.-Comc to the 
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1’RENCH XUSKETBY INSTRUCTION FOE CAVALRY. 46 1 

turns to tho left, and a d r a m s  to tllc ; d i c n  near, lic conies to tllc 
Tlicii lie conm to tllc 

about five qnarters, resiiincs tlic marc]], m(1 rctilnls, loruliiig tllc $~r- 
Ane, and foniis ten ~ C C S  in rcnr of tlic ran]< o p p i t c  the spot he occ11pled. 

FXng to the Zear.-Thc named Ilorscnian qnits tlic rank, takes the 
position of firiiig on Iiorsebnel;, and marcI1es towartls tho target in s d l  8 
~ a y  M to leave it n little 011 the left. Haring got lip with it, hc tlms, 
and when hc is betireen thc target and tlic rank, oii a line with the pole, 
1 1 ~  halts, rises lightly in his stiiTiq)s, turns, pressing thc right stirrup, 
presents, and fires to the rear. Hc then resumes his seat, advances 
straight to his front, and returns, loading his carbine, and foii?s ten paces 
in rear of thc rank oppositc tllc spot he occupied. 

M h e n  tlic troop cnii peifonn tliesc movements correctly at tlic walking 
p ~ e ,  tlicy praetisc tlieni at  tlie trot nnd the gallop. 

3. Positioiz ~ c h e ~ ~ J i * i i y  oiz the iUurcli (tlie snnic l~rcliiiiinary iuovemciits 

Prcsent-Fire.-Tliesc iiiovciiieiits arc tlic smic as a t  tlic lialt, with 
this difference, that firing on tlic inareli tlic liorscnian must clisengngc his 
seat from tlic reactions of tlic horse dnring tlic time necessary to adjust 
and scciirc tlic immobility of tlic carbine : Iic rises lightly in liis stirrups, 
presses tlie liorsc solidly with his Icnees, and leans fonvard, to aid in keeping 
hi5 cquilibiium, and favour the motion of tlic Iiorse. 

Firing on tlic iiiarcli is directed to tlic front, to tlic left, and to tlic rear, 
as from tlic halt; a t  first a t  tlic \dliillg pace, and tlicn at tllc gallop. 
Wlieii tiicy Grc at tlic gallop tlie liorseiiien iiiust g i x  rather inore rein to 
tlic horses a t  the iiionient dieii  tlicy conic to the Prescnt, in order to 
diminish the reactions of the horse, gciitly rcsnming tlic reins after firing, 
and falling lightly into scat. 

Thc liorscninii must bc lmctiseil a t  loading liis carbiiic aftcr Iin~ing 
fired, or at slinging it in order to seizc liis svord. 

Tlicsc movciiients inust be perforliicd rritli cclerity, in order to iiiakc 
good IEC of them in ixw. T l l i s  instruction inislit bc ndmitageously coiii- 
pleted by placing beyond tlic target R liead for tlic horseman to fire a t  or 
sabre. 
4. h’izuppiizy cup~.-lVlien tlic troop lias been snniciently practised wit11 

tlic preceding duniniy ” firing, tiicy will go tlirongli all tlic niovcmciite, 
snapping caps, to bc followed in like manner by 1)lank cartridge, a t  the 
halt, at thc wml1Sng pace, trot, and gallop. 

tit the lialt i t  is difficult to eiisiirc tlic perfect immobility of tlic horse, 
but tnct and address will supply tlic deficiency, and the horseman should 
firc at thc instant wlien tlic habitual staniping of tlic liorsc has just ceased, 
wliich he d l  feel by his seuf. 

Tlic horseman innst also be niost careful so to direct tlic iiiwdc of his 
carbinc that thc stray grains of powder and the gas iiiay nei-er reach thc 
ears of his horse. 
5. Iizdivid~ccrZ $rii1.7 crt rur~o~ts cll:srcrri~es.-~a11-1””~ti~~.actic~ tnlrcs plncc 

tvlicii the iiieii and Iioiws limc Lecoiiic siiniciciitly nscd to po~rdcr to pcr- 
mit tlic cscrcisc to  take placc without daligcr. ’I’liey firc at tlic I d t ,  to 
thc front, to thc ijglit, to thc left, and to tlic rcar-in marching a t  the 
ndliing pncc nnd at  tlic gallop, forrrard, and to thc left. Thc rcgulation- 
distances for filing on howebaclr are 100,200, and 400 metres-108, 216, 

ght  atont fivc qiiarters, lialts, presents, and fires. 

as R t  thc halt). 

VOL. v. 2 1  
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4 62 

432 yards, nearly. Ewli dishlice-practicc coiisistv of four rounds to C a  
man, fircil 011 each occasion. 

If any of the inen arc awhar1.d at tho practice, or any of the Ilo- 
restive or not sufficiently steady, tlicy arc excluded from bnll-practice. 

FRENCI.1 BfUSKl3,TPY INSTHUCTION FOR CAVALRY. 

REUAPITULATIOS. 

Pmtlec on Foot. 

----- 
PREPARATORT EXERCISES. 

onfoot . . 

diitancw . . i 4 - - 1 6  4 - -  

OBccrs, Oorpordr, Old Sol&em. I Toung Soldlenr. 

Practice on Horscbncli. 

PREPAR.ITORY EXERCISES. 
1. Trainingofthohome 

firing on lioncbaclr at 
2. Position of the soldier 

thehalt . . 
3. Imitation of firingon 

foot. -, . . 
4. Position of firing on 

thematch . . 
6. Firingon tho march 
6. Snnppingcnps . 
7. Blank Cartridge . 
8. Indiddual firing atthc 

\3riousdistancoe . 
SchoolofSk~ishers 

- - -  

- - -  - - 13 
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FREKCII a1USBETRY INGTRU<;TION FOR CAVAIZY. 463 

PISTOL FIRIXG. 
1. ~ u k s  of jriiig.-Thc theoretical principles of the carbine arc appli- 

The rules of firing arc coiifincd to aiming a t  its poinf,-bhlik range, and 
m y  be nppXcd d t h  sufficient accuracy up to 50 nictrcs-about 64 yards, 
but practice rcdiices this distance to 25 iiictres. 
As thc cartridge is that of thc carbine, it must bc ( (  bled ”beforc loading, by 

tl~on-ing away x part of the powder, about onc-half of it.“ l’Iic csact men- 
SIXC of this pondcr to bc tliroivli away is givcn by the capacity of the h o l l o ~  
at the hcnd of tlic ramrod. 

Firing witlh the Pistol.-Thc horseinaii is not to usc tlic pistol esccpting 
011 horscbaclc and nlicii nlonc; but it is nccessary to initiatc him in tho 
principles of filing nitli that anii, and tcacli liini tlic dctails of position to 
fxilitatc thcir application. 

For this purposc thc nicii arc placed as prescribcd for aiming n-ith thc 
rifle, and thc instructor giws tlic follo\Fing csplanation : 

1. Posifioit of Jring on Foof.-Carry thc @lit foot about 26 inclies 
froni tlic left ; cock tlic pistol ; rnisc it with tlic right lia~id vertically ; tlic 
trigger-guard to thc front ; . tilo mist  to tlic front and abont G inches from 
tllc shoiilder ; tlic first fingcr extended along tho trigger-pard. 

2. Fresent.-Lotwr tlic pistol, tlic arm bcing lialf cstcndcd; placc thc 
first fingcr on tho trigger, tlic niiizslc pointing to tlic centre of tlic target. 
I n  this positioii tlic Iiorscman must nroid squcczing his fingers, to 
diminish thc trembling of tlic hand. 

1. Firing on Foot.--Tlic horseman is practiscd in firing to thc front, to 
thc left, to thc riglit, and to tlic rear, follon-ing csactly tlic progrcssion 
and series of thc preparatory moi-cnients indicated for tlic carbinc. 

2. Firing on IIorsehcrcL.-!llic Iiorscman is placed and practised as 
prescribcd in thc firing on horsebaclc with the carbine, taking, honc\-cr, tho 
position inclicatcd for firing on foot with the pistol. Hc fircs to tho 
front, to tlic left, to thc riglit, and to tlic rear; from thc Iialt, at tlic walk- 
ing-pace, and a t  tllc gdop. 

Ticoretical Instiiiction ” t of thc Frcnch 3Xalnia1, as bcing 
sufficiently iindcrstood by all, and siibstitutc instead the following remarks 
Ly General Bonncau dn llnitray ; they arc at least curious :-(; As 110 
one doiibts that tlic riflc will play a much morc important part in thc siic- 
ccss of fiitiirc battles than liitlicrto, it is of thc utmost inipoi-tancc to train 
good sliots. We sny, in thc fiist placc, that tlic iisc of thc clcvding sight 
is too slow and too difficult in bnttlc; it mill cvcn cailsc thc loss of E O ~ C  
of tlic aclvantogcs of brcccli-loading. Tlic dctcnnination of thc clistaiicc, 
and, consequently, the adjustnieiit of the sight, arc l i a l c  to error, and the 
time reqicrcd ciidangcrs the loss of tlic fa-ronrablc niomcnt for firing. On 
the other hand, supposing the linc of sight csnctly found, wc must next niakc 
it coincidc nitli niiotlier riglit line-that whicli cstends from tlic cyc to thc 
target or objcct ; in other i~ords, wc mist 1)lacc in onc line four different 
poiiits, tlic eye, tlic notcli of tlic ba~lisight, tlic tip of tlic forcsight, and tlic 
tnrgct, an acllicvciiient by no means casy, espccially if, in addition to it, 

* This wcms 8 strango waste of ammunition, if not absolutely nccmnry “by the 
cxigoncics of the scrvicc.” I find that thcrc is a special cartridge for our carbine and pistol. + I had translated and adapted tho wholc of this little manual, thinking it might l o  
adopted by our anthoritiw for tho cardry. 

to tlic pistol. 

13laiik-cartiidgc lins thc regulation chargc. 

I omit tho 
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464 FI:ENCII 3IUSIiCTlx  INSTI:UCTION POX CAVALRY. 

tlic i3lc iiiiist bc Iiclcl at tlic slioiililer. Witli ccrtniii pliyaicnl coiiforiiin- 
tions-too long 01- too short R ncck-firing from tlic sIionIdcr rciidcrs tlic 
ilcbircd coincidcncc utterly iinpossibblc. WC tliiiik, tlicrefoorc, tllat iii tlic 
field KC dioiild abolisli tlic iisc of tlic bnclcsiglit. 

' I  I t  is not absolutely neccssnry to Iiold tho riflc nt tlic slioiildcr to lllxlcc 
good prncticc in  firing. In siipport of this a\-cmmcnt wc will draw attention 
to  tlic fnct, tlint i t  is iienrly certaiii tlint tlic resistniicc g iwn to the recoil 
of tlic riflc angneiits tlic deviations of the bullet, and ITC will qiiotc fin 
liistoricnl nccount, wliich we arc not bound to  bclicve, but wliicll SilggeStS 
incontestable proofs in confirnintion. Tlic account occurs i n  tlic booli of 
Fntlicr IInc, npostolicnl missionary, on Cliiiin, 1-01, i. cli. 10. It is as 
follows : ' Tlic Pnsiliers and ilrchcrs tlicii prnctiscd at tlic tnrgct ; tlieir 
skill I\ as reinnrI<nblc. The Cliiiicsc nintclilocks Iim-c 110 butts, but tcimi- 
liatc likc R pistol. Whcn t h y  firc tiicy do not hold thc li1~tclilocli a t  tlic 
sIioiilder ; they Iiold it a t  tlic right sidc, a t  tlic Iiciglit of tlic Iiniiiiches, and, 
bcforc Icttiiig dorni upon tlic piiniiiig tlic liook tlint liolds a liglitcd iiiatch, 
t h y  fis tlicir cycs upon tIic tnrgct. lire rc~nnorlicd that this tiiotlc of pro- 
ccdnrc m s  einineiitly sncccssful, d i ic l i  sceiiis to prow perlinps tlint to fire 
neciirntcly with tlic iiflc it is lcss iiecessnry to siglit with tlic top of tlic 
barrcl tlinn to loolc stcadfnstly on tlic object.' 
L' I?lesc Inst 11-or& arc conipletcly in nccordnncc with facts perfectly 

ndmittcd, and prow our proposition, Iinnicly, tlint it is not nccessnry to  
tnlic ,z linc of sight to hit nii object, and that  it siificcs to  look a t  it stead- 
fastly, with n strong will to  hi t  i t  with the billet. Tliiis tlic stonc that 
whirls in R ding, dcseribing circle and escaping at aninstnntidiieh inclicntcs 
only nil internal instinct, tlic qiioit throirn by onc linncl which rctircs and 
tlieii adrances, tlic cnd of a stick di ic l i  clcscribcs n circle roiind tho slioiildcr 
to stiike ncciimtely n point suspen(1ed in  spncc, nrc a11 iiistniices in point 
[to wliicli wc must add that  of tlic h s t r n l i a n  boomerang in its otherwise 
iiiconiprclieiisiblc gyration], 

" I n  these cliffcrent csnniplcs tlie chief poiiit is thc attention ancl inten- 
tion of thc opcrator pomrfully conccntrnted 011 tlic objcct ; ancl wc arc led 
to siipposc tlint by n pliysiologicnl cause, annlogous t o  that  which forces a 
muscle to bend or cxtciicl, thc stone, tlic quoit, tlic stick-end, throngli thc 
apparntns of lien-es forming tlic mediiiiii of comniiinication with the mind, 
bccoines ns it w r c  endowed with tlic ningnctic will of tlic operator, nncl 
o b q s  llim as long as tlic iinpiilsc is not \ictoiionsly coiinteractcd by gravi- 
tation, tlic rcsistniicc of tlic air, tlic insiificiciit initinl velocity, &c. 

" !Cliis tlieory-n direction iinprcsscd to  x projectilc as it wcrc by n sort 
of mngiietic power-secnis coiifiiiiicd both by tlic csnniplc of snvn es sld- 

slrilfiil) nho coiifeiit tlieiiisclvcs with steadfastly looliiiig a t  tlic gnnic, 
following its inovcnieiits .with tlicir cyes, tlicii biiiiging tlic iiflc to  tlic 
slioiildcr, nnd instantly touching thc tiiggcr witlioiit taking tiinc to  nim. 
Sonic years ago, at Pnriis, tlicrc was an esilibition of South Amcrican 
F ~ K I ~ C ~  and thcir ~ n r  csercisc. A11 drcw thc bow Tit11 rnrc precision, 
Iiolding it wi6eaIly, tlic riglit-Iinnd at thc Iiniincli, tlic liead clevatcd, niid 
tlic CJC loolcing stcndfastly a t  tlic tnrgct. And, as another esaniple, ITC 
nil1 c p t c  tlic description of an EiiglisIi spoi-tsman g i w n  by 11. Mnngcot, 
R rcnoinied giinninkcr of Brnss~1s:- 

" ' Tlic son of prond Albion ncvcr loners his licncl, cI-m before hiis game 

fill in tlic iisc of tho bow, and by the prncticc of ccrtaiii litinters (t 4 ic most 
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PRENCII JIUSBETRY INSTRUCTION FOR CAVALXI-. 465 

Iccing in  n strniglit linc. At its rlcpartnrc lie f~~ll-coclis, his Iicnd clcvntcd 
jo ns to follow nll its nio\-ciiicnts with his eye. W i c n  Iic tliiiiks it sufi- 
ciciitly far to nl10~ liini to fire a t  n fair sportsman’s cliatnncc, lic brings the 
butt of tlic gun  sniartly to tlic Iiollow of liis shouldcr, at tlic sanic tiiiic 
directing tlic iiiiizzlc to  tlic object, tlic elbow sliglitly raised to  prcscn-c tlic 
eqnilibriuni of tlic piccc, and rrithont an instant’s dchy Iic toiichcs tlic 
trigger, so that  tlicsc trio movements are simultnneous.’ 

“ From tlic nbovc facts vie conclndc tlint it  is not absoliitcly ncccssnry to  
place tlic butt to  the slioiildcr, nor to  talrc a linc of siglit; that  it is im- 
portant to  fix tile cye on tlic object at the moiiient of firing; and that con- 
sequently, if ire irisli to hit an cncniy situntcd sullicicntly far to  reqiiirc 11s 
to aim above liis liead, if ITC discard tlic backsiglit (mliosc iisc is inipraeti- 
cable in battle), we m i s t  tlicn, instcad of sigliting, ylnce tlic butt a t  tlic hip, 
and cndcavonr empirically at cadi  distance to  iiiclinc tlic aim to the proper 
elent ion before firing.” * 

No doubt tliis suggcstioii of tlic gallant Frciicli gciicral will be Iauglicd 
a t  by ninny. Kcvcrtiiclcss tlic facts of liis logic arc worth consideratioii, if 
only to  modify certain inipcrions iiicnlcations witli nliicli not oiic ninn ont 
of a hundrcd can perfectly conform i n  ordcr to  be n good shot with tlic rifle. 
Culti\-atc tlic strong mill to hit,--that is tlic sccrct. If all cannot succccd 
in doing so, it proves that wc l i nw something else to do bcsidcs inrcnting 
n perfect rifle, of wliicli fact tlic Frcncli arc perfectly convinced. In tlic 
event of invasion onr sportsincn and their gnnickccpers will prove tlic trutli 
of this rcniark, althoiigli it is notorious at  IIytlic t l int  tlicy fail to  liit tlic 
target rritli a11 Enfield irlien firing according to tlic rcgulation method. Tlic 
conclnsioii draivn froin tliis last fact lias bccn just  tlic rcwrse of nha t  i t  
oiiglit to be, and tliercforc tlic Frcncli gciicral’s observations may not bc 
usclcss in onr prcscnt nicditatioiis, mliicli s l io~ld bc w r y  sciions. 

Having, in  tlic rifle, lost tlic flat trajectory and great initial d o c i t y  of 
Brom Bess, and its certain cfficacy at tlic sliortcst distances, ire must 
train tlic solclicr so to  iisc liis Enfield that i t  may not fail liiiii a t  n most 
critical Inoniciit, d i c n  Bromn Dcss noiild sarc Iiim. Tlic soldicr must Lc 
(1 Iinbituntcd ’I to liit a t  tlic sliortcst clistanccs, instead of stimulating hi3 
ambition to  excel at “ long rangc ” on tlic target-ground. Lc t  liini ha\-c 
practice mitliiii the 100 yards, and train him, moreorcr, t o  6‘ jidgc ” tlic 
distances bcyond up to  500 yards Fit11 certainty, or a t  all cvciits witli S u f i -  
cient accuracy to liit n iiinii or a liorsc somedicre, if not in tlic centre, 
(( without tlic iisc of tlic bncli-sight ; or, rather, by merely using thc 
iiotcli nitli tlie flap in its bed. Unless this is done our soldiers will lia\rc 
to regret tlic loss of Brown Bcss on ninny a fatal occasion. It lias bccri 
said, that  o w  gallant solrlicrs of old “ won thcir Fictorics in spite of Bromn 
Bcss.” Espeiicnced militai-y inen, idio linrc seen SCI-&C, nrc not of tliis 
opinion. Tlicy owed their \ictoiics to their d o u r  and Bronii Dcss 
iniitcd, and the rifle will newr do what slic did unlcss wc take counsel 
beforcliand t o  ob\-iatc its difficiilties, and 1 d i ; O  up for its disadvantngcs. 
IP. To stimiilatc tlic exertions of tlic cavalry prizes d l  bc given. 
Thcsc nre, one to tlic noii-coiiiinissioiied officers of tlic rcginicnt, four to  

tlic corporals and prirntcs, coiisisting of 15 francs for tlic latter and 30 
francs for tlic fornicr. 

They fire 011 foot a d  011 Ilors~bacli, but tlic coinpctitioii 011 I i ~ r s ~ b s ~ I i  is 
* Noulclle M C t l l O d C  de Crnenc, src. 
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confined to thc best shots. Tho competitors must firc in coniplctc equip- 
ment and Inarcliing ordcr. 

p+cs niust bc clistiibutcd, if possible, in tlic prcscncc of tlic 
Inspector-gcncral, and must be rccorded in tlic instruction returns of thc 
regiment. 

Tila target is placed a t  200 metres for firing on foot, and at  100 metres 
for firing on horseback. Only four rounds arc nlloivcd, and tlic prizes arc 
airarcled according to thc sniallncss of thc dcvintions from thc ccntrc in 
tho total of the four shots. 

Ficld-3Iar&hal 
Radetzly said, All ca~alry shoiild bc provided wit11 pistols, for n firc-am 
is often of grcat sci?ice to n horseman for personal clcfcnce, and quitc 
indispensablc to give ail alann or signal.” P c t  our clrngoon-guards, 
licavy and light dragoons, and hussars, are not now, as formcrly, EO 
arnied. But tlicsc weapons foim part of tlic equipment of tlic house- 
hold Irigadc, gcncral, field, and niountcd officers of cwry branch of the 
orniy, csccpt of biigadcs and rcginicnts of artillery, and tkosc with rcpent- 
iiig brccchcs are uriivcrsally used. 

if hc lias only one revolwr, 
should a1n-a~~ carry it in his waist-bclt, and in thc case, so that, should lie 
fall, he may avoid tlic inj1u-y to which he is othcmisc liable from falling 
on thc pistol. Hc ought not to place it in tlic holster, bccnusc if hc is 
scparntcd from tho 1iOrEC lie loscs the weapon. If lic has two rcrolvcrs he 
can put oiic in 11% holster and thc otlicr rouncl liis waist.” 

FEENCII MUSKETEY INSTRUDTION FOR CAVALIIY. 

All the Frcncli cavalry arc proded  TFitli pistols. 

‘‘ A mountccl inan,” says Mr. Russcll, 

PART 11. TIIE IJfPORTAXCE 01.‘ C.\VALRY DE31OSSTRATCD, AXD TIIE RE- 
CESTLT ADOPTED FREXCII  N O D E  O F  TEAlNIXG A X n  PROPOSED CAVALRS 
TACTICS ESPLAINED. 

1. It is most important to Icar in mind that thc first military nation of 
thc world not only retains, bnt actually cspands, and trains to tlic utmost 
extent, that section of licr splendid arniy, wliicli rcccntly sonic of 11s thought 
of conmrting into gcncrnl cnrricrs of baggngc-snpposcd to bc rcndcrcd 
otlicnrisc utterly nsclcss by tlic all-dcrouring rinc. Cavalry, in fact, would 
nei-cr darc to stir 011 a ficld of battle ! If the light cavalry might be per- 
mittcd to exist, to bc made otlicrwisc “ gcncrally iwful,” tlic hcaq- cai-alry, 
at all evcnts, shouild bc nttcrly nbolislicd, just as if tlic two things ~ c r c  
not pcrfcctly distinct in their iisc ond application-each Iiaving its special 
function in tlic ficld of battle. 
In thc last century, when fic-arrus \rere improved, the same notion 

prevailed, and it ivas thought proper to k ~ c p  cavalry carcfully a t  n distance, 
out of thc rcacli of fire. It bccanic innctirc, and i ~ a s  nearly coiEiilcrcd only 
secondary in tlic tactics of battlc, when n inan appcarccl, who set it frce, 
slid gave it irings, and won with it victories that secmcd to belong to hcroic 
poetry, not the annals of facts and histog-thc renomicd SCTDLITZ. 

Happily, no nation thinks of nbolislling, or cvcn diniinishing its espccta- 
tioiis from, that am in futurc warfare-least of all tlic French, whosc 
caraliy a t  tlic present moment is in n pcrfcct state of training, not only as 
to tlic rigorous gymnastics of thc inartial circus in splcndiid and astonish- 
ing Taricty, Lilt also as to tho efficient IISC of the i a e d  carbine with which 
it is ftirnished. 
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TRAINING AN11 TACTICS OF CAVALNY. 467 

If the intrinsic d n c  of cavalry seems to lia-ic bcen lcweiicd in many 
respects, if this aim no longer dazzles with its anciciit splendour, tlic causc 
k iiot in tho arm itself, it niust be sought elscwherc ; and our cayalry may 
sink into nttcr dccadenec if pic do iiot advancc it to tho level of tho other 
arms of tho servicc-in its organization and cuployniciitAn its training 
and requirements. 
TO darc everything-to 1% orcrything-even thc impoesiblc-was tho 

characteristic of cavalry two hundred years ago. On tlic 1st of January, 
1658, thc great Polish hetman Czarnecki a c t d l y  swam his cavalry scriss 
thc Little Belt! Se-ieral times thc Poles and tlic Swedes crossed the 
Dnioper and tho Elbc with entirc corps of c ~ v ~ I ~ ,  Will tlic cavalry of 
thc present day march fifteen miles and fight r brttlc, as did tlio cavalry 
of Torstenson in 1645 at Jutcrbok? Can we expect thc cavalry of tho 
present day to take a part in tlie attwk and defenco of cities, as i t  did 
constantly during tlic Thirty Years' War? 

Unquestionably tlic most clBcult iiiilitary problcni is to bring our ca~alry 
to the field of battlo in a fit coiftition for fighting; that is to say, starting 
from a given point, how to reach our destinatio1i with tho smdlest loss of 
men and horses. For tlic espcriencc of ancient wars demoiistratcs that, 
on an amrsgc, rcgiments crossinF tho frontiers loso one-fourth beforc thoy 
reach tho ficld of battle, by slicer cdiaustion, or its concomitants. 

Heneo thc absolutc nceessity for training-s~stematio trnining-for all 
solclicrs, and cspecially thc cavalry-conipound, man and horsc. Mero ficld- 
dny parade and drill wo not the training for such cltraliy as tho Great 
Napoleon wanted, mlicn hc esclaimcd, '6 If I had had suflicient ea~alry nt 
thc battles of Lutzcn and Bautzcn, I would havo rc-conqucrcd Eiiropc." 

2. As there may still bc liugciing doubts rcspccting the function of canlry 
in futurc battles, B few of the hasty surmises against it niust be discussed 
and refuted. Thc principal objection recently advanced against thc utility 
of cavaliy is thc introduction of thc riflc and rincd cannon. A lcttcr writtcn 
by one of thc F'rench campaigners in tho latc Italian war secmed to prove 
thc utter inutility of ca~alry, by announcing that, nt 2,500 yards, tho eighth 
battcry of tlio lGth regiment threw into disorder a squadron of Ulilans 
(light ca-ralry) at thc battle of Solferino, and that, following tip this fa-iour- 
ablc result, several batteries opened fire from tho Earno distancc upon 
twcnty-fivc squadrons resay to charge, and forced them to thc iiglitabout. 
miis precious achicyement of tho Emperor's truly beautifill hoviitzcrs has 
becn upheld as a proof thnt C3TdrY should bc abolished. Now, what vmo 
tho facts rcspccting thesc TJhlans? Tlioy belonged to NensdorfPs division, 
which, to tho wry end of tho battle, nemr ceaed to front tho fire of it8 
cnexny-not a t  thc distancc of two miles, but at closc quarters. Bevertll 
times they cliarged MacMdion's right, and penetr&tecl a h o s t  to tho -icg 
muzzles of thc 72nd and 11th Chasscura h Picd-tho hand-artillery of the 
Frcnch army. They got rritliiii 200 yards of Vinoy's division in Ncil's 
corps, and they only retired beforc thc grape-shot and balls of 42 pieces 
of artillery of tho clivisions and reserves of that corps ; and during tho night 
following tho battlc thesc Uhlans aided in corering tho retreat towards 
tho Mincio. 

Besides, a t  2,500 yards, how is it 1~os6iblo to distinguish bctwccn a 
chengc of position hrtring no rcfercncc whatcrcr to the firing in question, 
and td ront caimcd by it, 85 alleged by the Ict.ter in qnetion? I6 it at  all 
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468 

lilicly that caralry W O U ~ C ~  11iak~ reac?y to  cliargc at  2,500 yards ? Vhr, 
the Iiorses troidd come in utterly blown aiid incapable of any serious cffort. 
‘& bnttlc of Solfcrino was n fortuitous affair, n series of fights spread omr 
II front of iicarly twclvo miles, 011 gromid nttcrly unfit for tlic iiiovcnicnt 
of cavalry. Bcsidcs, it is n fact, that tlic Austrian cavalry was most im- 
properly liancllcd on that occasion. * 

&lost assuredly we have as gct 110 proof that tlic riflc will bc thc anni- 
hilator of cavalry in the field of battle, but pcrliaps just tlic rcrersc. Tho 
introduction of the riflc iirges tlic caralry into iiem life, and cnlargcs its 
field of opcrations. 

3. Tlic comparative iniiiiuiiity to bc cspcctcd by cavalry from thc 
modern iiflc, lins been aniply cliscissccl in n previous 1mpcr.t In thcory 
the iiflc is n dcnd shot ; in practicc, horevcr, by not complying ~ $ 1 1  its 
requirements, we inalic it worse tliaii ‘‘ Broirn BCSS.” An advancing 
troop is at  every instant safcr and safer from tlic rifle-bullet, owing to tlic 
grcnt cuuraturc of its trajectory ; xlicrcns, d h  (‘ Brown Bcss,” tlic soldier, 
aiming riglit upon tlic galloping line, tlie barrcl parallel with the ground, 
saw his cliaiicc of cmptying a saddle or upsetting x liorsc increase at every 
sccoiid of tlic cliarge. Of coursc, thc riflcriiaii can altcr l l i  clcrating sight, 
but, alas ! under what circiinistaiicee 1 At an objcct coiistaiitly altering 
tlic distance, in tlic niiclst of sniol~e aid  dust, tlic advancing squadrons 
making the cnrtli q d i c  iiiidcr tlicir rcsouiiding Iioofs, and in inomcntary 
espcctatioii of the fonilidablc shock whcn tlio cavalry will be upoa llim I 

4. \Vc must not, tlicrcforc, csaggeratc the effect of the rifle in future 
warfare. Its influence will bc greater 011 the tactics of the bnttlc-field than 
in the destruction of aiiiiics. In future, tlic liiics aiid thc rescrves mill be 
posted n t  grcatcr distaiiccs. Colrimii inovcments till  be interdicted 
iylicr~ tlicy might fornicrly be safely vciiturcd. W e  shall liavc to dcploy 
much quiclicr thaii forimrly. We inust advance iii line or in columns of 
companics a t  diecling clistancc, in cchclon oblique or direct. All dircr- 
sioiLs on tlic field of battle, all inorcnicnts to tuiii the ciieniy, will rcquirc 
a grcntcr radius. 

Hitlierto ai-niics lixrc encanipcd or bivouaclrcd a t  froni 2 to 3,000 paces 
froni tlic ciicniy’s outposts. l l l i s  will iio longcr be safc, becaisc the posi- 
tion can bc ncciiratcly shelled by rifled cniinon. Hciicc, on tlic other hand, 
the necessity for ha\-iiig at the oiitposts n greater nunibcr of squadrons 
viith light battciics, in order to cnsurc tile safcty of tlic army. 

llic lcast cliange of position, up to 5,000 paces from the enemy’s lines, 
will bc of s c r i o u  importance. And tlic moveiiients and bearing of our 
slriimishcrs will rcquiro tlic utmost clcvclopmcnt, and bccomc of scrious 
conscqucncc on tlic cvciit of tlie battle. 

hTo\r, it is evident that these urgent modifications of our tactics posi- 
tively cnliancc the vnlnc of cavalry, nnrl rciidcr its cinplopeiit morc 
necessary and cfficacions. For, tlic iiiorc we dcrclop tlic inovcmciits and 
action of the sL<iwislieis, tlic iiiorc we csteiid our lines and niigment their 
distance, the morc we iiccd divisional cnvnliy. Tlic iiiore i-ie increase the 
s p e c  scparatiiig tlic coiitciicliiig aimics, and the greater tlic distance of 
the infantry reseries froiii tlie inain body in action, the greater tlic 

* General Renard, “ Do 13 Cavalerie,” p. 129, et sq. 
t “ Military Gymnastics of the I+ench,” Part 11. publisliell in Val. V. of the Journal 

of the Royal United Service Institution, md 3s D pamphlet by Mitellell, 39, Clilrring cross. 

TRATKlNC AND TACTICS OF CAVALRI‘. 
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TRAINING AND TACTICS OF CAVALHY. 469 

mwsi ty  for cardry rcse1-m aiid light artillery, in order to rcinforcc 
lmmptly tliosc points which may bc coniproii&ed, and to elmlr for a timc 
the elrorts of tlic cnciny. Thus, ca\-alry a1111 light artillery, iwll trained 
arid capable of rapid morcuciit uiidcr niiy circumstances and on any ground 
whatcrcr, arc niorc necessary nom than Iicretoforc ; the fuction of ca\-aliy, 
iii our modern tactics, mill bc cdianced in iniportance and admit of greater 
dcrclopmcnt.+ 

It is the army’s centre 
of grality. It is adapted to 211 sorts of groimd,-pIains,monntnins, and 
brolm conntiy. It is endowed with tlic two essential clnnlities of action, 
tlic bayonet mid tlic billet; but tliese faculties arc limited by the iiihcrciit 
ncalmcss of inan, and by tlic rnngc of his v ;cnpo~ Tlic deficiency in thc 
strength and rcsistnncc of tlic infantry is suipplied by tllc c a v a l ~  and the 
artillery, which, altliougli they linre but one of tlicsc faciilties- strcngth, 
still tliis faculty in tlic ca~a-aliy and thc artillery csists to an extent ~ l l ie l i  
the infailtry can ncycr nttain. Defeat to tlic infantry in an opcn country, 
uinsiipportcd by snflicicnt aiid good cavalry, is fatal; and every victory, in 
thc snmc dcficicncy, must bc alimap undecisivc. 

With equal ~izornlct an ariny, consisting only of infantiy, will bc bcatcn 
an army miicli ncnl;cr, but consisting of infantry and artillery ; and 

with still grcatcr certainty by an aiiiiy coiubining tlie three elcmcnts 
togethcr, infaiitiy, artillery, and caralry. Norcorer, in an open coimtv, 

4. Infantry is decidedly tlic inainstay of Gattlc. 

* Gcnenl Rajnard, c h i  supd, p. 154. + The following quotation gives somc idea. of thc French cstimato of szornle in an 
army:-“As it is a fa.ouritc Saying among Frcncli soldiers, C’af le CCCUI’ puifait le 
gret~atlt‘ei-‘’tis thc lieart that makes thc grenadier,' so, on a larger scale, it w a s  
inrariably a maxim with Napoleon that the d u o  of the nont le  to the phpiqtie of an 
armywns in tlic proportion of twc to one ; and, a3 a striking illustration of the prcvnlcnce 
of this sentiment, we may stntc that, during tlic Peninsular war, in several instances tlierc 
fell into tho hands of our Enginecr.oEcers the governor’s daily report, during the different 
sieges, of thc strength of his garrison, in wliich the hourly fluctuations of “ la  moralc 
des troupes” wcrc as carefully recorded as tlic motions of the x-cathcrcock at  our 
Obserratory at Grecnwieli.’*-Sir Francis B, IIcad, Bart. ‘L The Defencelcas State of 
areat  Britain,” p. 241, a new edition of which work should bc published in a cheap form 
3t the prcsent time. sincc its pntriotic and terrible warnings arc even better grounded now 
than they wxc  in 1850. Something has certainly becn donc by way of national defence, 
but what is i t  relatively? If you content Joursclf with one. or two  indecisirc movea whilst 
your antagonist makes as many as he likcs, is there no dangcr of being chcckrnated? 
I n  his remarkable letter to Sir J. Uurgoyne, tlic Dukc of Wellington said: “ I  know of 
no mode of resistance, much I- of protection, from this danger, excepting by an army in 
tho field capable of meeting and contcnding with so formidable 3n enemy, aided by a11 
the means of fortification which experiencc and seiencc can suggest.” 

‘(The Dukc, ho\vcver,” adds Sir Francis IIcad, “ assuming, as a national axiom, that 
thc British Housc of Commons would constitutionally shrink from the cxpcnscs of enabling 
JIcr Majesty’s army and navy to dcfcnd thc nation from inrsion in thc proper manner, 
suggented thc formation of a militis forec of 150,000 men. Thit, hc adds, with an 
augmcntntion of thc forcc of tho regular army which would not cost S400,000, would 
put tlie country on its legs in rcspcct to pcrsonal forcc, ‘and I would eng3g8 for its defence, 
old as I am:’ 13ut the ink with which these chivalrous worh were ndtten was 
scarcely dry beforc reflection materially modificd thc enthusinstic declaration : ‘ I shall bc 
deemed foolhardy,’ he adds, ’ in enpging for the defence of the empiro with an army 
composed of such a force of militia ! I may bc so; I confcs it. I should infinitely prcfcr, 
and should feel morc confidenec in, an army of regular troops; but I know that I shall 
not lrave them; I m y  h a ~ e  the others. This b my view of our danger and our 
rcsourcc.’ ”--“Tlie Defenceless Stntc of Grcnt Britain,” p. 377. 

A regular shnding army in England of 100,000 infantry, with proportionatc cardry, 
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4 i O  TBAINIXG AND TACTICS 0%’ CAVALRY. 

an(1 1~~~1ppofiec1, infantry will bc demolished by ca\-dry with sufficient 
artillery a t  its clisposnl: I ts  destruction ~ ~ o u l d  only be a question of time, 
even if it has tho hcrqlsv of Nnpolcon’s Guard at 11 a tcrloo. 

~ y c r y  mowinent m t h u  range of the enemy’s fire, or on thc field of 
battle, constitutes R Kea1iness--a State Of wcakness in thc infantry; the 
moyement may bc compromked if it bc not supported and protected by 
caralry. At tlic moment when hc \ras Iiiirling his ctivisioii ngainst Zacll’s 
column a t  Marcngo, Dessaix eschiined, “ GO, tell the n r s t  Consul that I 
am ebout to charge, and must be supported by carnlry.” 111 the same 
battle tlic &&ions of I’ictor and Lannes would have been cnislied, ]lad 
they not been aided by Kcllennan and Clianipcaux’s caralry. Withoiit 
&lurat’s carnlry a t  Eylan, Aiigercaii’s corps, and perliaps tho wliolc French 
army, would hare been dcfeatcd. But why need we seek under foreign 
standards the proofs of tho fact that the cnvalry is thc tutelary god of 
battles ? At Waterloo, Ponsonby’s Uragoons liurled D’Erlon’s infantry 
into frightful disorder, whilst advancing without tlic support of cavalry. 
They sabred thc men and the lioiacs of thc artlilery in its rcnr. Thc rout 
was complete, nuti retreat vias only niadc possible by tlic lntc arrival of 
Tmvers’s Cuirassiers and Dro’s Lancers. On tlic otlier Iiand, on thc left, 
a singlc brigade, Giiyot’s, posted against Ls Hnie Saintc, kept its position 
for a long tinic against the centre of tlic entire English aniiy, thanks to 
the efficient aid of Diibois’ Cilirassicrs. Thcsc nndamltcd soldiers, isolated 
in thc front of tha aimiy, not only drovc back tlic enemy,-they mounted 
tho plateau alone, and crushcci Liincbourg’s battalion, captured his 
standard, chcrgcd Allen’s cli-iision, and only gave way to Usbiidgc’s 
squadrons, who ~ccrc suibscqucntl3 cheelml by Giijot’s battalions. 

5. Infantry and cavnlry arc inclis~~cnsablc to each other, and this fact 
has ncvcr bccn inorc strilcingly rcvcaled tlian in sniall armies, fighting on 
thc defensive, and on their natal soil. A lnrgc aiiny, taliing tlic offensive, 
docs what it lilies, acts according to a plan of its own clioosing, and seeks 
thc enemy to ghc him n decisive battle. Tlic possession of the initiative 
permits it to cmploy n conqiaratively wca1;er ca\-alry. Xci-crthcless tho 
semiccs it rcceivcs from this c a d v  arc not less considerable. !L’Iiiis, in 
thc splendid marcli of the French on AInrck’s line of operations in 1805, 
IvIIumt’s sqiiadrons wcrc in tlic van. l’licy seized tlic blidgcs mid defiles, 
and by thcir rapidity they co-operated iiiorc than any otlicr arm iii 
isolating the Austrians in their position a t  Ulm; and they ~ o i i  the first 
laurels of thc campaign a t  Wei-tingcn. 

6. An amy on tlic dcfensivc, howci-er, is siibjcct to tlic cneniy’s con& 
nations. It rcmsins as it werc in .z statc of cnc1ianfincnt as long as the 
enemy’s intentions me 1lnl;nO~l. It needs scouts in every clircction, and 
a t  a distance, and intist hare sufficient rcscr-ic of cavalry to oppose the first 
efforts of tlic cncniy, in order to give tinic to  tlic other troops either to 
accept battle on R chosen position, or to dcclinc it by retreating. A small 
army, declining R general cngagcnicnt, and j e t  anxious to chcclr thc ad- 

and n bctter organbed militia-these aro our wants; and, until Y;C ore 80 protected, tho 
c‘ idea ‘1 of invasion will alsvays hang over us until it is rd i zcd ,  and then, God help UB 1 
In the face of such dcfenco the I‘ idu’’  sould newr bo entertained. An efficient flcct is 
indispensable; our Volunteers should be fostered; but B coqxtent  nrny and lizilitia are 
v i t d  to the cmpire. 
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TRAINING AND TACTICS OF CAYALBY. 47 1 

\ d f  the enemy, can obtain this rcsuilt only by maiiocii~ring, aud by 
,-vouring to dcal tlic enemy dccisirc Mom as often as it can without n 
; p w  ral cngagemcnt, and without compromising tho fatc of tlic ~diolc 
m y .  The blom mis t  bc q ~ i ~ l i 4 1 e d t  as it wcrc by siiipisc; and it is 
011 snch occasions that n gencral contcinplatcs with pride and satisfaction 
in the ranks of his troops a numcrous and stannch cavalry, and nu artillcry 
cqnally staunch and niimerous. l h s c  arc tho guarantccs of siicccss in thc 
rapid marches and surprises which lie designs, or in thc dcfcnsim battlcs 
which hc may be f o r d  to acccpt. 

TVC l l a ~ z  celcbratcd csaniplc to uphold tlicsc tactics-thc French cam- 
paign of 1814. In that campaign the cffcctivc of cadry drays  cscccded. 
tlic fourth of that of tlic infantry, and in soiuc battles it rcaclicd tho half.* 
The lest days of the inipcrial cavalry slionc with inconiparablc splcndoir. 
Its triunipliant ~iucccss is indissolubly connectcd with tlic ininiortal battlcs 
of tlic loth, l l t h ,  12t11, aiid 14th of February. At Chmpaubcrt 
tlic , daiintlcss ca.;,llry of Girardin and Doumcrc charged and pmsncd 
01 I mvieff, tlic Russian infantry m~, sabred and liaclccd to pieces by tho 
cii ..nssicrs, 1,500 killed and wouiuded, 3,000 prisoners, 20 gius captured, 
Olsonvicff and his staff being amongst tho tropliics of thc victory. A t  
Montniirail, Nansouity’s ca~alry ltillcd 3,000 of tlic cncmy, madc 4 to 
5,000 prisoncrs, and captiwed 30 guns. At  Clititcau-Tliicrry, tlic same 
warrior with his cavalry cut off tlic retreat of tlic cncmy, sabred its 
cnyalry, and capturcd its light nrtiIIcry,--wliilst Lctort flung 11% Iicroic 
clragoons upon tlircc Prussian and Russian battalions, pierced through 
tlicni, and brouglit back 3,000 prisoncis and n numcrow park of artillcry. 
At Vnuehninps, Zietlicn mas cliargcd by Grouchy’s heary cnralry, and lcft 
in his bands 2,000 prisoners, 12  guns, and sc~eral standards ; and, not 
contcnt with this, tliosc admirablc sqiiadrons of cuirassiers clashed off in 
pursuit of Blnchcr himself, and, from clcvc.cn O’CIOCIC of tlic niorning to 
thrco of tho afternoon, t h y  I~nrasscd and hung iipon him, piclrcd iip thou- 
sands of soldiers in the pursuit, and tlicn they started a t  full trot across 
tlie woods, alone and u-itliont artillcry, and nttn~licd without hcsitation tho 
Prissinii iiiasses in fiill rctrent, wliicli Blnclicr liad tlio grcatcst clifficulty 
in lcading back to Etogcs. 

On thc 17t11, at Moimant, tlic Rusians suffcrcrl a similar dofeat by tlio 
dragoons from Spain ; at tlicir Iicad IIihand and Valmy attacked tho 
Russian sqiiares of Palilcn, brolm them, and mndc thcni prisoncrs e n  masse, 
togcthcr r ~ i t h  thcir artillcry, whilst they scattcrcd and put to flight tho 
cavalry which attcmptcd to conic to tho rcsciic : 4,000 men-prisoncrs, 
killed, and \F.ounclccl-rcrnrdc~ the conqi1erors.t 
KO wonder that tlic Dako of Wellington dcclarcd to Jomini his tin- 

qualified approbation of tho French cad ry .  He said, ‘‘ After having 
pcrsonilly bonic tlic bnint of thcir audacity and pcrscvcrencc a t  Water- 
loo, I ]inom of none cnpablc of surpassing them.” And it will bo in the 
rccollcction of the rcaders of these pegcs that Hapier, in hi History of 
thc Pcninsuilar War,” felt con~pcllcd to dcclnro his opinion respecting the 

Tho total strength of tho French army on tho 25th January, 1814, the day on which 
the Emperor h’apolcon took tho command, WRB 71,012 mon, nnmoly, 48,682 infantry, 
15,478 caralry, and G,S51 ortillcry. 
t General Rsynnrd, trG svpti‘i, p. 81, f l  reg. 
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472 TRAINIKG AND TACTICS OF CAVALRY. 

Frcncli cavalry in teiiiis by no nicans flattcring to o w  nntioiial pridc ;* but, 
if hc had reason tlicii to tliinlr tlic Frcneli cavalry supciior to ours, it  is oitr 
duty now to cnsiirc a contrary opinion in tlic pages of future historians. 
8. In  addition to the p h p i p c  of iuan and Iiorsc, tlrerc inust be t l ~ c  in- 

tclligcnt anci rigorous training of both. Tlic (( sufficient cavalry” rcqiiired 
by xapoleon a t  Lutzcn and Bautzcn was not increl~. nnmerical :-ea~alry 
is only sufficient wlien it is up to its work, and tlien it is all-iniportant for 
n (6 crowling Tictory.” Saint-Arnaud, wiiting to the Eniperor from tllc 
battle-field of Alma, said, I ‘  Sire, if I liad liad eamlry I rrould 11nrc ob- 
tained iniincnse results, and ilIcnse1iil;off .rroild no longer I m ~ e  an amy.” 
At the recent battle of Montebello the want of cai-nlry gaw General Forey 
n fruitless \ictory. Esccllciit infailtry will not bc picrecd by indiffcrcnt 
cavalry : but cscellcnt cavalry mill alwa~-s beat indiKcrcnt infantry; nnrl 
the nant of ca~alry arrested crcn an Alesaiidcr nnd a Crcsnr in tlm midst 
of tlicir conqucsts.t 

W h a t  arc tlic requirements of this training to produicc csccllciit cavalry ? 
By constant practicc both nian and liorsc sluoiild bc 1iaLituintcd with every 
kind of ground-slioiuld bc led tlirougli iiarrow, i\inding, rugged patliwys, 
upliil! and tlirougli by-i-iays and d c y s  Ieading to a plain-dicrc t h y  
may be suddcnly Iialterl, fornicd in linc of battle, and advnncc at thc trot 
and gallop. 

They sliouild be fainiliar with tlic cliffieultics of ploiiglied fields-bc able 
to pick their way through woods and dcfilcs-to cross n stream by boating, 
fording, and swimming. 

Caqing  liis bread and forngc for his liorsc, let crc1.y iiim bc rcndy and 
start for n military march of a certain nuiiiber of miles ; then bivouac, as 
in real warfnrc; and, as in war-tiinc, dcspatcli a squadron from tlic garii- 
son sonic 12 or 15 uilcs to rceonnoitre, as in the vicinity of a supposed 
ciieniy. 

Diride tlic troop into t\ro bodies-throw tlieni off in iliffcrcnt clircctions- 
biing them into sight of each other suddenly-nnd foiiii tlicm in the best 
position that circumstances will allow for mutual attack. 

It is obvious tliat all this requires n thorough lore of duty, intclligencc, 
and a strong licart, as ire11 ns iiervc and sincm, on tlic pait of men and 
ofieers ; but tlien, arc we to bc left bcliiiid in tlic raec after efficiency, 
not to say perfection? Is it a fiat of Proiidence that England must 
always be unready-must alnays suffer clisastcr before she can makc good 
her claim to tlic plncc shc Iiolds amongst tlic nations? 

9. It was tlic opinion of Napoleon I., and it is that of Napoleon III., 
that all the ca~alry should be aimed with carbines. Good c a d r y  officers 
Iiarc objeetcd to this view ; tlic subject is iniportant, and descrres scrions 
at tcntion. 

* VoL T. p. 327 (French translation). + It m3y appear pedantic to dludc to martial antiquity in support of modem eonclu- 
sions, get Napoleon I. formed liimself upon ita models, and now Napoleon 111. is at tlic 
present time engaged on o new translation of the grent Conquestador’s “Commentaries 
on the Gallic War.” Nay, hc has even had constructed a model trireme, such as used 
by Cssar in his fillibustcririg expedition! The idea tickles the fancy of us v-ho in our 
school-dqs sppatliised with the Britons in their unequal conteat with Cmsar’s vetemns. 
Is tlic idca ominous? What a p l n y c  i3  this our insular fancy, constantly tormented by 
realities which seem likc dreams, and by dreams that may tern out realities! 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

"Q
ue

en
's

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 L

ib
ra

ri
es

, K
in

gs
to

n"
] 

at
 1

1:
50

 0
2 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

5 



TRAINIKC AND TACTICS 0%’ CAVALItY. 473 

~Iarslial Dc .Seri-an i n s  strongly of tlic Elnpcror’s opinion ; hc main- 
t&ncd tliat tlic carbinc and hcrgonet arc indispensable to camali~ when 
fighting on foot; that tlicy could not be incoiiycnicnt in any circuni- 
stnnecs ; a ~ i d  that tlicsc arms miglit be ci-eii necessary to c n ~ a l r ~  wlie~i  
fighting in n body, when on detachment, and to singlc horsemen left to 
tlicir unaided resoiirccs. 

Tlicrc arc many occasions in war in tdiicli thc cn~-alry cannot fight on 
liorscbaclr; there arc others wherein it. is not necessary that it should 
figllt in tliat.manner; and it may sometimes bc utterly impossible SO to 
fight. The cavalry cannot fight on Iiorseb3cI.- in liilly coiintrics, in co~ii-  
tries covered with woods or planted with trees and liiicyards, or cut up by 
canals, streams, and ravines. It must citlicr 
bc sent to the rear, or be madc to fight like thc infantry. If wc send it 
to thc rear, KC must leare unguarded somc point of the front, somc impor-, 
tant pass, or wealmi tlic positions of the infantry. XOTT, in all tliesc eases 
ivc double tlic danger and fatiguc of tho foot-soldier; whilst the horseman, 
rcndcred nselcss, and worried by his idleness, waits impatiently for an 
opening to mingle in the fight. 

I‘ I say worried by his idleness,” says the IIarshal, ‘( from my knori- 
ledge of the French cni-dry. I n  ercry campaign tlic cavalry is disgusted 
with thc obstacles riliicli prevent it from exposing itself evcryvilicrc, like 
thc infantry, for tlic clefcnce of tlic State.” Such vas  thc situation of the 
cnrnlry in the Criniea, and siicli is at present that of the regiments which 
11am not yet been led to battlc. 

In the attack of fortresses, tomis, and lines, and whenever wc must 
ndvancc step by step, the eamalry is reserved for exterior senice, which 
seldom giws it sificieiit occupation; and alien ITC come to tlic assault it 
can only 1001; on tamelF, waiting until the walls arc destroyed, a gatc 
opened, or a part of the linc elcared out, to aid tlic infantry in demolishing 
tho few soldiers that inay rcmnin to resist. 

Had the cavalry been bettcr amed and trained to use its weapon, it 
might Iiam been a c t i d y  cmployed and enabled to &arc tlic victors. Thc 
emulation of corps of n diffcrcnt naturc trould liavc prodoccd thc happiest 
results. It was thus at  Novara, in 1522, when illontmoreney, on thc refusal 
of the Smss, ordercd his c a ~ a l v  to &mount and ndvancc to the assa1dt.i 
I?ic bold and chivalrous Charlcs X I .  of Sireden inodified Ids cai-dry pre- 
cisely in this manner. Hc gavc it  n grcnt rclntivc mobility, liurlcd i t  
against troops of all amis, cren against fortified positions, tlirougli a11 soi-ts 
of obstacles and omr cve1-j- kind of ground; and his liorscnien, full of con- 
fidence, indefntignblc in the attack and pursuit, knew no clifficulty in their 
acliicrcments. In the defcncc of lines, posts, villages, and wen fortresses, 
tlic inconreniencc of tlic cavaliy’s aims is equally felt; if thcy fight a t  all 
it must bc at fearfiil odds. 

Again, suppose a dctachnent of cavalry, n company for instance, is 1111r- 
sued by a detachment of the snine aim, but consisting of n squadron. To 
fight, to nin, or to surrender, arc the altcrnatiws fit present. The first is 
of coiirse tho most glorious, biit its glory is useless. To surrender without 

* Under Francis I. tho Swiss employed as auxilinrics oftcn rcfuscd to msrcli, under 
tlic pretext that theywero not punctually paid ; hcncc thc provcrb, “No money,no S;sij3:” 
poiet d‘nigeiit, point c!e Striase. 

What sliall we do with it ? 
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474 TRilININCI AND TACTICS 01.' CAVALRY. 

a blojv is a paiiiful cstreinity to brnw nien. To n n i  for it is morc siiiiple; 
but tho cncniy is on your beck, at your Iiecls, and, wldst slininc forces yon 
to check your horse, glory gives the spur to liis cliargcr. 

NOIT, if this company liad been amied and trained so ns to be able to 
fight on foot, what uoild its leader do? HC 
ivoiild fi.. his eye on a housc, a ravine, B hcdge, a wood, and with tho 
iitniost specd mnkc for it. Tlierc hc ~ o i i l d  trike post, nndcr coycr, and defend 
himself, lilic the infantry, and repiilsc tlic enemy, like tlic infnntry. 

Again, supposc onc or sercral horsemen disniountcd in 8 charge, they 
must retire behind tlic infnntry. In this position, the luckiest of all, they 
hsvc to regret tlicir inability to mingle in the chargc and nin distinction. 
If they hare and can handle tlieir carbine, with thc bayonet, they may still 
come in to sliarc the honours of tlic briish. 

Pcrhaps it will bc said that a ca\-alry soldier is n precious inan and ric 
must taka care of him. Dcciclcilly, good horseinen arc not ns pIentifu1 ns 
mushrooms; they are a Korli of tinic and long labour and intist bc treated 
nit11 caution. h i  csl)cricnccd gencral woulcl not cinploy camlry on foot 
esccpting in cases of nbsolntc necessity.* To be prepared for an cmergency 
is at least half the difficulty got owr; and, if a11 the occasions just nllndcd 
to arc of constant occiirrcncc in it-ar, it is our duty to takc tlicni into 
account, and cndemour, by wise iiiiprovcnicnts and intelligent training, to 
be found cqiial to thoso occasions on tlicir oceurrenec. 

Armed with a carbine an isolated soldier iniglit Irecp n t  n respectful 
distance serer01 adVErsniics not so pro&lcd. In Egypt nnd Russin, tho 
~Ianielukcs and COSs~CliS, l i n ~ i n g  only pistols, Kcre nlnays in great clrend 
of tlio firc of thc French cavalxy. I n  hilly conntries, thc cavalry rioiild be 
often osposcd to tho danger of being cut off if iinablc to tlirow out sk&- 
lllishers in thc rioods and on tlic rocks, to protect its linc of march. I n  a 
recoiinnissnncc near Ostnliicho in Catalonia, General Goii-iion Saint-Cyr 
was ncarly lrillecl or talien prisoner by thc Miiguclites : a part of liis dra- 
goons dismounted, clinibcd up tlic rocks in spite of tlieir big boots, and 
dcliycrcd tlicir general by routing the cncmy with their carbines. I n  l ' i D G ,  
in tho gorges of the Brcntn, an Austrian corps of considerable strength was 
obliged to surrender, because, being attacked in front and on the flank, it 
could not retreat-a regiment of dragoons having dismoiinted and bloclicd 
iip tho passage. 
10. hftcr the Italian war tlic attention of military men of nll nations 

was clircctcd to France, to see nlixt changes she ~ouild ninkc in her nimy, 
especially as to the cavalry. For, certainly, thc French cavaliy did little 
or nothing on that occasion, tho conscqiicnce being, that, althoiigli the 
Austrians wcrcI~itorically beaten off tlic field, thcrc was never a rout, and, 
conseqiiently, nemr a complete victory-siieli as wcrc required in thc old 
empire. nigh military judgments, horrc~er, have bccn' ndranccd as to tho 
i!npossibility of cavalry nctioii in the Italinn campaign, owing to the nnturc 
of tho country; but it now tunis out, beyond thc possibility of doubt, thnt 
the French caralry mas positively wasted on the march, rendered unfit for 
mtion, nud reduced to insipificant dimensions. Tliey entered Italy with 

He nould looli about him. 

History is f d l  of similar esnmp1cs.t 

* Sptho.dc Guerre Moderne, p. 83, el sq. 
t Gen. Dufour, Cours do Tactiquc. 
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TRIIININCS AND TACTICS OF CAVALBP. 475 

! 1 ,,GOO horses, .and nt Solfei%io thcy nti11ibcrcd oiily 3,000, 1 im 'O than tno- 
obirds having been rcndcrcd usclcss on the march.* 

France now pos~csses 61 regiments of cava l ryr36  of licar~r, and 
45 of light,-prcscntiiig a mass 011 war footing of 60,000 horses, a t  
least; but, in tlic emit of war, there can be no doubt that licr ca~alry nil1 
not bc less tlinii as 1 to 5 of her c11011no~s infaiitiy. Tho utmost cudcayours 
arc 1 1 0 ~  bcing made to bring this iiumerous cn~alry to pcrfcction, by dc- 
d o p i n g  indi-iiclual instruction, by n better class of horscs, and by lessening 
a11d rendering more colufortnblc the weight of both thc heavy and liglit cn~alry.  

A better cnrLinc has also bccii given to  tlic cn-ialry, which, horercr, will 
sooil bc displaced by n brccch-loader devised by tlic Empcror. Its calibre 
is about niiic-tncatictlu of an iiicll,-nlout that of tlic Wliitvrortli rifle, its 
wight  about 5 1Ls. 

The cavalry is traiiictl to figlit oil foot-cu tirctillczws--ns sliirmishcrs. 
Formcrly tlirec of four iiicii ~ o i i l d  clisiiioiiiit, lcnriiig their horscs in thc 
cliargc of tlic reniaining liorsenian ; but n shell bunting in tlic yicinity 

Miscellan6ca Milihircs," by General Grand, Pmident  of the Cavalry Committco 
3t tlic Frcnch War.Officc, p. 20. "hero is amplo instruction in this Blue Book, or  
Official Ileport, qnito consolatory to  us in  England, so familiar with blunders and short- 
coming. We arc plainly told that tho Frcnch cavalry in Italy, 'c inatcad of bcing united 
in thc hand of a n  able leader, hckcd proper and firm direction, tvliicli might h a w  taken 
a rigorous initiative on cvcry ocusion, regulating tho dchils of its mnrchcs and scrrice, 
nnd, with adequate cq~cricnec, looking to its wants nud interests. Instcad of liceping it 
in reserve to employ it according to circnmot3nces, tlic ground and its own rcquiromcnts, 
in directing the movcmcnts of the army, or in completing its victory, tho cavalry was 
frittered into weal; fractions ; i t s  marches, its hours of departurc, acre tlio 5ilmc ns thosc 
of tlio infantry, which, by reason of tlic c:tccssivc Iient, \\'as very slow, tlic columns being 
frequently retarded and Iialtcd, uusing accidcnk and compelling the men to diemount. 

" I n  conclusion, it results from all these observations that tho causes of tho numerous 
iiijurics of thc honcs in tho Itdinn wu may bc attributcd- 

' I  Pint. To tlic weakness of tlic cffcctivo of tho rcgimcnts of cavalry during the timc of 
peace, and, conscqucntly, to their want of iiiolnle and individual instruction. 

"Secondly. To thceudden augmentation of this effective by means of men without cx- 
pcriencc, and Foung liorscs barely trained and liutily harnwed. 

"Thirdly. To tlic introduction of nicn from other corps, unknown to their lenders, and 
not alwajs having tho requisite zca! and good-will. 

Lc Fourthly. To tlic want of supcrintcndence on the part of thoofficers during the march. 
cc Fifthly, To tlic fractional distribution of the cavalry in  thc various c o p  dkrmh,  and 

under tho orders of officers of another omi, instead of itn concentration in tlic hand of a n  
ablc and cxpcricnccd comnlandcr. 

" Such seem to be the principal u u s e s  of thc wounds of tlic horses of the Italian army, 
the bad quality of the harness being only secondary. Ncverthelcss, wc must not die- 
siniulntc tho fact that tho saddle in nsc is not free from gnvo defects," &c. s;~. 

The wholc report should be read by thosc M - h o r n  this matter concerns hcra in England ; 
it i3 full of uscful suggcatiou. Thc following opinion i3 much to my purposc in the 
present artielc:--"It would bc uscful to completc tlic trial now being madc of tho 
rcgimcnts changing garrison, by requiring tlic divisions of cavalry at Chhlons and 
LunQville to cnrry constantly, in tlio rnan(~uvrc3 N on tlic marcli, tho sliole wcigllt that 
the IIOTSCG have to carry in a campaign. Up to tlic present timc tlic camp at Ch2lons has 
only been an assemblage of troops wliosespecinl object lizsbeen merely bctical itistruetion ; 
but, unfortunately, xvc haw neglected an wential part of the business-campaign 
service. All the operations of thesa campa should bc tho imagc of what is done i n  war. 
Instead of contenting onrselvcs with manmuFTes, KO should habituate tlic officers and 
soldiers with tho mriouj turusand twists of warfare. At  C T O ~  turn-out the bivounc should 
bo raiacd, just as if w o h d  to dccamp and take a position elsowherc. Howover f a t i s i n g  or  
Imrassing thcse obligations may appcar, it is certain that they would giro a better idea of 
tho= irnpmd upon us by actual warfare." Does this not apply to our Aldcrshott and 
the othor miniatura Chaons of England? 

* 
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iroiild tlirom thc Iiorscs into confusion. Kovv they follow n din'crclit 
method. Tlic cwn or odd 
nunibcrs, according to the word of cominand, disnionnt and throw the reins 
to tlicir coniradcswniaining on horseback and in tho ranks. Tlic oficers 
following tlic skirmis1ici.s arc inimediatcly succecdcd by otlicrs, and thc 
squnclron continues its movcnicnts just as if all were inonntcd. ~ I C  succcss 
of this training lias bccn rcccntly cshibitcd at the camp of Clillons. 

11. As bcforc stated, all the iniprovcnicnts in tlic Frcncli cn\-alry nom 
in progress, must be traced to the espcricncc of tlic Italian War. Thc 
resolution mas proinptly takcii and dgoronsly pit in action. Xipoleon 
III. and his illustrious generals did not conclodc that thc introduction of 
the iUc and riflccl cannon was n death-blow to candry. Tlicy cnmc to 
tho dclibcrate conclusion that, in fiittirc, cavalry would bc more necessary 
than c n r  ; that notliing XIS to be ncglcctcd in its improvement to render 
it fitter for thc serricc wliicli it is espcctcd to perfonn, either by giving it 
bettcr horses or by developing tlic individual instruction of tlic soldicr. 
BIarshal Randon, tho war ininistcr, p - c  dircctions to that cffcct, and a 
committee, coinposcd of tlic bcst -qiialificd officers of thc cnipirc, claboratcd 
the vaiious mcasIwes which t h y  tliouglit calculntcd to nttnin thc desired 
result. From tlicir most important and ont-~policn report I sliall give 
the details of tlic impro~-enients 11015- in progress of application. It will bc 
quitc cddcnt, that, wliatcrer niay be tlic clcficiciicies of oiir cnvali~, it is 
impossible that they can surpass tiiosc of thc Frcncli nlicii tlicy began the 
work of improvenmit. Tlicrcforc, if r e  harc mncli to do, this fact nil1 
allc~iatc tlic toil of the a d m w  towards n rival pcrfection.5 
'' Aftcr thc conquest of Silesia, Frc(lcric1; 11. directcd all his attcntioii 

to forniing his cara11-y. Hc adoptcd tlic formation in trro ralilis, gin-c it 
better instiwtion, its action rras more resolntc and dccisivc, and it TYYDS 
confided to the espcricncc and high intelligciicc of sucli coinniaiiders as 
Zcithen and Seydlitz. I t s  brilliant csploits cnlinnccd to n high degree tlic 
importance of cavalry. 

" Sincc that period this arni lias not nndergonc any radical reform in its 
organization ; nercrtliclcss, it lias passed tlirongli different phases. I t s  
importancc varicd according to circnmstanccs, and its morc or less frcqiient 
cmplo~ment. Dining ccrtniii periods it ]ins bccii raised in estimation fnr 
aborc tlic infnntq- ; in others, it has reccirccl nineli less consideration. 
Thcse two opinions, somediat linstily advanced, were to bc regretted. 
Each nrin proves its ralnc-its merits-dicn ivc Ii11o\v how to iiiakc B 
proper iisc of it. Still, it is admitted that an aimy should I i n n  n powcrfnl 
and niobile cavalry, so that notliing can rcsist it when it is  ell orgnniacd 
and Icd with tlic tact of cspcricncc. 
1. '' Jfod$cntioizs t*cpnired iii the Cicralry.-Tlic inipro~-cnicnt in tlic 

accuracy and range of i%cd aims of the infantry and ai.til1ei.y llas given 
thcm considcrablc power, doiibling their inoral cil'ect, and tcncling to  lcsscli 
the iinpctuoils action of thc cavalry. It is iniportnnt, thcrcforc, to follow 
the SBNC progrcss, and try to restore its clcmciits of attacli nnd dcfcncc Ily 
a more rational instruction. 

* Tile Report begins with an intcrcsting liistorical summary of tlic cavalry in d l  times, 
I' from the beginning," whicli,kowevcr, I liare omitted, as being beside my prescnt pur- 
pose. 

TIMKING AND m c i w s  OF CAVALRY. 

Thc lncii nmiibcr off rapidly from 1 to 4. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

"Q
ue

en
's

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 L

ib
ra

ri
es

, K
in

gs
to

n"
] 

at
 1

1:
50

 0
2 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

5 



TRAINING AND TACTICS OF CAVALRY. 47'1 

b i  For a long time the radical defect of the cavalry has been its deficient 
mobility; even a t  the present day it is not sufficiently eserciscd to foster a 
powerful military morale, that impulsive dash which performs hazardous 
exploits. Tlic cavalry is lost in inactirity ; its horses arc well groomed, 
fat, but easily minded and blown, and consequently more liable to disease 
tllan they ~ o u l d  be if they were constantly and in all vieathers kept in 
t~holesome activity. 

" TO preserve the tnie function of the camlry, its mobility and action, 
lye must giw it, by incessant and varied esercisc, that impetuosity and 
daring which tend at  the present time to disappear through the apprc- 
hension of wearing out and fatiguing the horses. TO distingnish thoso 
regiments which have annually lost the fewst horses is certainly favour- 
able to their presemation, but it is pernicio1E to the maintenance of the 
cavalry in a state of vigour and mobility. 

Tile majority have not 
that physical vigour nor that noble ardour which is such a precious csample 
to the men. There csists among the superior oflicers a griei-ow state of 
in&Jerence--rcn laissei--aZIer fucheux ! I$ is an epidemic which has pro- 
pngt ed itself thronghont 311 the degrees of the senice, and which may 
lead to disordci*, utter inability, and discouragement. The pride of tlie 
senice grom weaker and disappears, and that self-esteem, which produces 
finch great results when it is appropriatcly excited, is no longer snsceptible 
of that precious enthusism which we are sure to find when we knotr hotv 
to appeal to the heart of those whom we commnncl. 

(' 2 .  Ill-considered Instntction.-Our cavalry, however intrepid nnd rigo- 
rous it niny be, sins in the cssential part-riding. It is not sufficient that 
n horscnian can keep in the saddle ; he should be completely master of his 
horse, so as to impress lii with his m-ill as easily a t  the f i l l  trot and gallop 
as at  the wall< ; able to qniet and sribdue those horses which are too ardent, 
and ronsc and animate the sluggish. Cavalry must not be only a mass 
hurled like a bullet at  a t a r g e t f o r  we mnst not forget that cavalry charges 
degenerate into 91idIe'es, into hand-to-hand encoiinters, in which the rider's 
skill in handing his horse and weapons gives all the advantage. But, to 
attain this skill, the horsemen must be frcqnently eserciscd in open 
country and on broken ground, then urged to tlie gallop, and left to them- 
sclvcs ; so that, measuring the distances, they m a y  thrust, sabre, nnd cut 
a t  tlie lieads of the supposed eneniy. A skilful horseman slioi~lcl be able 
to turn short, and suddenly halt his charger a t  the top of his speed, make 
it titrn on its hannclies, leap ditches, hedges, and omr cross-poles. %o 
liorsemen must also be habitnnted to run aftcr each other, leaping over the 
obstacles of the ground, to cross rivers by snimming, and to fire at  n target 
a t  a11 the paces, the walk, the trot, and the gallop. 

'i 3. l?ecwiting.-To scciire these rcsults we must take care from the 
beginning to fill the ranks by a wry rational method of recniiting. We  
must select men from the inhabitants of those districts where horses are 
bred,-men Rccustomed not to fear horses, used to their management, and 
the care of them,-men who take an interest in the well-being of tlic horse. 
Such are the recniits in tdloni we shall find the elements calculated to 
qnickcn our progress and give good results as carally soldiers. On the 
other hand, a recruit from a hilly conntry, from n country of rineyards, or 

Some of the officers are too old or used up. 
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478 TPAIMINQ AND TACTICS OF CAVALRY. 

frpni 8 inaimfactory or t.rrde, fur 8 long time looks npoii t.iiq horse behccu  
111s legs 8s an cncmy wliorri IIC fcnrs,--docs not fall iii l o p  with hiin, 
groo1116 llilii biclly, nnd totally iicglccts tliosa attciit,ions which ciiricar thc 
]iili(l liiastcr to  his grrrtcfd I~OWC. 

$ 6  ~ 1 1 ~  Iiorwiiiaii mnst bc x-igorous, robust, alert : his strength ninst bc 
~iroport.ioiici1 to that of  tlic liorso, mtl tlic m i g h t  of tlic nniis wliicli hc lins 
to use, his statwe bciiig nbont thc xvcrnge j for n toll iiian on R siiinll liorsc 
is ws ridiailops 8s n sninll iiiaii oii ~t largc liorsc. Bcsiilcs, tlic foiiiicr will 
iiever rido well, otfing to liis dniigling feet, and will be easily dismomited. 

IVc mnst iicwr rccciw in tho cavalry ilcEcrters, vngaboiirlu, iior coii- 
victs ; nor ivc a 110rso t.o R uinii wllicli would ciiablo liiin to descrt, if IYC 

~vlioso \+$oits l i d i t s  lead 11s to wspcct tlint Irc trou~ld defraud his liorsc of 
its provciidcr. 

'' 4, l i * & i i i g  of the Ilorses.-TIic iicw horscs arc iiot trniiicd with suf- 
ficiciit cnrc ; tlicir iiistrnctioir is iiot sufficiently progrcssim and indi- 
Yidtidiscd. Tlicrc is very littlc consing, too niiic!~ violcncc eiirl abruptiicss, 
-:awing prciiiatiirc fntigiiu. Tlic rcsiilt is that t.lie horm is scnrcely midcr 
control, bnt 011 tlir: coiitrnry liendstroiig, sonictiincs skittish niiil rcstivc : lie 
is iiot in tlic rider's Iixtid ; i t  is diRicnlt to iiiastcr liiin. But i t  is nbsoliitcly 
ncccssary tlint tlic liorscs ~lioiild bu siipplc, obctliciit, niid trnincd nitli nll 
t.lio skill nild easy progression so dosirablu iii tho agciits-the incii t.hcm- 
selves, I Y ~ O S O  duty i t  is to prcparo, direct, and iiispire t-liciii with confiilcncc. 

6'  5. I~lrsti*rtction of ~~er'Ecraits.-IInriii~ cnrcfully rccruitcd thc cnval~- ,  wo 
iiiwt, by a n~ctliotlicd cdiication, fmilinrisc tlic recruit with tlic kiiorlcdgc 
of tho iiintarinl wliicli hc is to nsc, a!id nll tho tlicorcticnl an(1 practical 
iiiilitary iiotioiis witli wliich Iic mist bc ncqiinintcil. JjTc innst c1cveloll 
liis ititclligcncc Ly tlic cxplniintioii of tlic inornl dntics bcforc acting iileclin- 
nically on liis Loily. We iiimt win hie confidcncc bg frequent qucstioiis on 
wlint lie is taught, devoting II part of his iilstruction t,o progrcssivc gym- 
nastic cscrciscs, to render liis body supplc niid yet giro occ+ation to' his 
intcllcct. UTO innst cxcitc iii liis lieart tlioso scntbcnts  of self-esteem 
whicli \vc cqn roiiao on tlic proper occlision to  ncliievc groat things, ntid 
irliicli nlwnys fncilitato the progress of instruction. We innst cnticc lii111 
011 by kiiid words dni-iii&r tlic lessons. Cliaiigo in tl!o nictliod of instriictioii 
iiitist bc nvoidccl; if n-o would obtaiii tlic bcst results wc intiit coiistaiitly 
insist on tho saiiio i~rinciplcs. Hc must Iinm mueli iiiriiviidunl practicc 011 
I ~ ~ l i ~ i i  gro~i id,  a t  rill tlic rates of IiiOmIiiclit, to  acqiiirc solitlity, to innko 
liiili acqiiniiitctl with tho qiinlitics of liis liorsc nn(~ tllc meails n t  his disliosd. 

f i  T~TTlici~ tlic iiicii nrc nLlc to iiiansgc tlicir liorses, coiit.inue tho instruc- 
tion \:-it11 tlrc llniidliiig of tlicir n y s ,  first a t  tho lialt R I N ~  tliclt nt all the 
rntcs of iiio\-ciiiciit ; tcncl&ig Iiim nll tiio different cuts of the sword, points 
and ~ I R I T ~ ,  nccurdiilg to tllc position of tlia oppoilciit whom 110 viouId nttncli, 
niict repent tho saiiic iiiovcincnts at the trot aiid gnllup with tho stvortl niirl 
tlic Iniico, wlrilst Icapieg ovcr obstnclcs. 
" Coiiipleto tlicso instractions by crrbitlc mi11 pistol prncticc, tcacliing 

tliu incii Iiow to placc their l iorm so ns to  nvoid nccidoats. Illis instnic- 
tioii will tnnltc tliu iiieii ant1 horses siipplc, aiid rciider tho lnttcr docilc and 
liiniblc or less skittish during t.lic sword niid iiianunl exercise, and less 
cscitablc niicler firo. 

knolc tlint 'f lie conduct givcs 110 gnnmntec for his lionesty; or to  n i i ipii  
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TRAIIING AND TACTIDS OF CAVALRY. 470 

8' Cuncltulc with c~~iiprtiij' charges, or Charges C I ~  f o a * r r ~ ~ e t o 7 8 . *  111 t h s c  
b r g e s  thQy rill learn liow to rally, to rcg1dat.o the spced of their rates in 
dim or fonru, by grrdttally nugnicnting tlic rate, in order to 1)nt 
ho rm iii wind, without wasting their l i l ~ a l l ~  of cndnrancc and ciidnugcr11ig 
tlieir pr'escwatioii. 
'' This part of t.lic imtriiction dcmaiids spc&l attention, for rapic~ty in 

the rate, an4 regitlarity in tlia iiio~ciiieiits, nrc tIic pineiplcs of all GIICCC~S 
over the ciiciiiy, and mobility git-cs tIlc ill~alls of taking tIic initintit-c niid 
ant.icipating tho attack of our wings by tho eneniy. 
!' This individual instnictioii, calciilatcd to rciirlcr tlic Iiorsciiinn IIIO~C 

sctivc and mobile, is IMCCSECW~ to avoid, partially at  least, tlic disnstfous 
effects of tlic infantry fire and tlint of the artillcrr, wliosc arins h n m  EO h g  
a range, and rvlio~c firing is so nmeli iniproscd. 

'' 6. Better Itor-scs.-But to obtain this indispcnsablc mobility tho Iiorx! 
ni~ist be inorc select, bcttcr fed, to aid tho dRsh of tho ridcr. 

'6 Tlioee who liose to pnrdiasc tlicsc liorws intist bc most csactiiig ill 
tlicir requkiucnts. Tlio ilorscs iiiust coiiibiiiu all tlic cl'ialities of con- 
format.ioii, !reiigtli of liiihs, dcvelopiiient of organa, and stamina to sup- 
port tlic fatigues and incrcnse of labour in tlic lengthened rates of 
movpmcnt. It is bcttcr to pay n higlicr prico tlinii to plaoo in the rililis 
of the cavalry ljmipliatic horscs, defective in coi~foiilmtion, it-ithout sufii- 
ciciit energy to give Mie chergcm that dnrilig which cnalcs  tlieni to uialra 
tliosc bold daslies which eiisuro I ~ I C C C S ~ ,  rtnd do hononr to the ecrvicc. A$ 
wc wish to augment thc porci' of tho cavalry IIC ~iilist incrcnljo tlic food of 
the hoi3e.t 

* The c L r p  c%fuwcrupim ia giveii in cxtended older. Tile old rcgullation did not 
require it to bc madc in p e h t  order, but penriitted ~ i c l i  lioinemoii nlnioat to tnke \vhat 
dimtion he pleased. This might k attended with serious conscquenccs. A charge CQ 
fowruyeui-8, op extended clwg~, luethoclicelly oondueted, that is to my, prmcrving a 
ceMin alignment and keeping up equal intervals between tho chargers, would, a t  a dk- 
tanoe, present tho appearance of an unbroken line, covering with a few nlen an crtent cf 
W u n d  relativoly conriderablc, whilst @ing gre& facility for lcaping over or avoiding 
obr~led,  bnd permitting the f u l b t  developmeut of individual nctiou. I n  the ordinary 
h o t  to boot o l i & ~ p ,  a coldfcr In the mend rank i8 almost patalJ-wd by a had front-mnk 
man inclined to give in or turn to the right about. It Is tliereforo probable that future 
charges mil l  Lo given in single ranks, with plenty of ellrow room on either side. Tactics 
have, ttom the earliast times, oontinually diminished tho formation of troops. From 32 
mnks, Ib number in hntiquhy, it has been sucoessivcly reduced to 2 i ,  16,12,10,8, 8,4, 
3, and now to 9. Adotogy would make US infer that we shall uktitnately fight in a single 
rank. Certainly this will diminialr the danger of long rengo, shieh &quires us fo lessen 
the'dep\i of our formations. More freedom of notion, and infinitely lem squeesing in the 
rahks, *re imperatively required by the soldior to comply offcctiVe1j with the rifle's rules 
of firing. The charge will, of course, be made in t s o  ranks i indeed perhaps t h e  
rinks would be better atill, by increuing tho nutorial shock and nioral effect, beides thc 
m u r o e a  of the third in filling up the front nnd aeoond m n h ,  in the wont of casualties 
during the dvmec.  

The foot-eltassours were the first French battalions formed in lwo ranks, in 1845, but 
m n t l y  this fwmation hen been extended to tho entire Fronch infantry. It w&s only 
p d l u l l y  adopkd in our army, and a part of the army in Bpain, during the Peninsular 
War, atill retained three ranks, when the Duke of York, in 1810, abolialied it completely. 
For the didvantages nnd advantages of three ranks, see General Dufour's Conrs tlc! Tuc- 
i+e, p. 66, et req. I t  b said that the Duke of York's objwt in &opting t s o  nnks via8 
mwdy ta get a more estended front. 

9 It is oertain that hunger has 3 different e h C  upon ntpn than upon the lion and the 
ti,-er,whoae courage it emboldens ; but, on the other hand, we must not forget that the 
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480 TRAINING AND TACTICS OF CAYALRY. 

11 7. T],e Hapixss.--It is essential to look to the harness, in oider to 
ellable the horse to mow with ease and display his strength, without risk 
to his safety. For this object wc requirc a light saddle, so made as to be 
easily kept in order and repaired, and well adapted to the confoivlation 
and stnatnre of the horse. This difficult problem has long occuipied tlie 
attention of cavalry officers. Opinions are divided as to the iieeeisity of 
padding the snddle-bow to attenuate tlic contact of the hard parts in the 
back of the horse. The shape of tlic saddle-bow also excites controversy. 
The Cavalry Committee, iinpreqsed 7Fith the iniportaiice of the qiiestion, 
commissioned Gcncral Guidin to study and compare the harness of all 
foreign nations, and contrive, with the aid of the dierent systems, a 
model to satisfy thc required conditions, namely, lightness, soliditj-, ad- 
mitting of being easily and cheaply repaired during a campaign, and, 
nbove all, comfortable to the rider, withont inconveniencing the horse. In 
fact, if tile man is ill a t  ease he cannot maintain his regular position; he 
leans to ease the fatigue; he does not connect himself with tho more- 
wits  of the horse; his daring and dash are diminished. The conditions 

,f solidity in the sad& arc indispensable, to ciiablc him to gnide and 
master his horse. 

‘( Tlic General’s investigations, and his conscientious sttidies, have pro- 
duced good results, and B snfficiently complete solution of this important 
qnestion for the cavalry. It is probable that a harness so thoroughly 
adapted to the conformation of the horsc will not produce those disastrous 
saddle wounds which ~ F C  hnd to dcplom during the Italian campaign. 

sentiments which sustain the soldior in hi4 painful march and strugglo in the field, are 
totally wanting in the horse ; tlie horse has no idea of glory ; the work we get out of him 
is tlie entire result of our cnre for his welfare, and the condition in which we place him. 
“Xilitary equitation is the unioii of the theoretical and practical knowledge of the horse 
applied to military exercise8 and lahour. To become a good horseman, fit to instruct, 
we must be able to diseuas all that concerns the conformation of the horse, his structure, 
ond the work we can get out of him. 

“Instead of being suporfcial, this study sliould be deep and accurate. We must be 
cognhnt  of the extcrior and interior of the horse, his use, the best mode of ensuring his 
health and vigour, tho various points that must be attended to in rearing and selecting 
him for service. Thii study must be pursued in three points of view : the knowledge of 
the animal, his preservation, and equitation propcrly so called. 
“ Althougli certain gonoralities should only be succinctly pointod out, there are im- 

portant parts of tho liorse’e anatomy tlle knouledge of which is indisponsable. Its 
osteology-the framework of the basis-servea to show the action of the articulations 
uhich concur in locomotion and equilibrium. Its myoloey-science of the muscls- 
shou-9 tlie cords that impress tile movements and constitute the m888 of the animal. The 
nature of the iiiternal organa, such a8 the brain, the basis of ita intelligence and sensibility; 
the lungs, of respiration ; the heart, of tho circulation ; the stomach and the inbtines, 
of digestion,-should all be known by mery cavalry ofaccr who Cares for liis horses, at all 
events to a certain extent, if not as deeply as by tlie veterinary surgeon. An officer may 
be called upon to certify the death of B home ; lie must, therefore, bo able to state the 

“ I n  the matter of tlic horn’s prcservntion, in liaaltli or disease, we must study the 
general cauw that influonce his temperament, tho nursing he requires, the nature of tho 
air, water, tlie effect of the seasons, the changes of temperature ; the bannclie, and their 
construction ; the compartments, the keeping and cleanlineaa of the stables, and the 
means of preserving them in a wholesome condition ; the different kinds of food con- 
sidered in their effect on the organization of the horse; forage, the mode of collecting, 
preserving, prcparing, and selecting it. I n  fine, a thorough knowledge of all the points ’ 
and defects which give or depreciate value in the horse.” 

cause. 
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TKAINIRG AND TACFICS OF C.iVALR1-a 48 1 

i ieii tlic espericncc of tlic oflicers, wit11 111orc attention to tlicir d~itieb, 
laad conscientious self-respect, ail] these iqroveliic1its, in order to 
=void R great iiuuibcr of tliosc lllisllgps \yllicIl )ye ninst attiiltdc to want 
uf silpcl~litelldellcc. 

" 8- J I l n c t z b ~  of the C'ftr(tl/y si / lce 1814.-Certaiii ofiicers, llot of the 
cavalry, l i a ~  considered its actioli as IiIwIy to be only nccessoq in the 
operations of fnturc war. 1ll~1~~(1, :dl t h  b i i c c e ~  it has obtained in onr 
inodeni wars in Africa ]lave 0111~ beep isolated encounters--a feu- razziii-, 
whose only rcsiilt was to, proye to the Arabs the mobility of o w  casa1rj-, 
and tlic good seri-icc ~e call obtain from braw, resolilte, cnteq)fising, and 
well-lllo~ultcd 110rsc111cn. 

" Since the first Eiiipirc tlierc lias been no e a d i y  action wllicll call be 
cited BS haviiig prodt~ced aiiy r c d t s  of a n.ztnrc to influence the duratioii 
of R campaign against disciplined troops. Tlic fruiction of the cavalry in 
tiic Grinlea and in Italy was, so to spcak, absolutely aiill, either on account 
of tlic natare of the ground, or iiiiFiiiaiiaorrciiicnt-ri/tcer.tilrctle cle l(t 
tliirction. Gcnerai D'iillonrillc lind R siiiart affair with the Iliissiaiis near 
Enpatoria, Gut without iiiiportant results. 

4' It wrouild havc been better, during the Italian caiiipaign, to iiiiite the 
cavalry divisions of tho aiiiiy in tlic hands of R single, vigorons, rcbolute 
coinniander, thoroughly impressed with the diitics he had to perfom, and 
who would iiot linve slirmik from the responsibility of his Iiiission, iiistcad 
of dispersing it nniongst the different COTS cl'ar.lrtde, where i t  was inidcr 
tlic orders of ofiiccrs d i o  were strangers to its tactical limdliiig. The 
cavalry wou~ld ham iron a lustre before ~rliich all the other aniis iroidd 
now incliiie with approbation. 

" Haviiig called to iniiid tlic services of tlic cavalry in ancient and niodcrn 
tiines, wlien it lins been oppoitiincly and properly led into actioii, we have 
examined the iiiipro~-cniciits which iiinst be introduced in the nature of tlic 
liorses, recmiting, the instruction and liaiiiess of tlie cavalry, in order to 
raisc it to tlic level of tlic progress mado by the 0 t h  branches of tlie 
scn-ice, aiid dispel tlic sort of disfavour under viliicli it laboiirs with regard 
to its ciiiplopiciit aiiil ntility in aimiics. 

(( The principal object of an mny being to give battle, the action niiist 
bc plaiiiicd according to tlic topograpldcal distribution of the ground of 
opcratio!is. I f  the battlc is in a plain, tlic most iniportant part is played 
by thc ca\-alry. If tlic latter is Indly ciigagcd, it is very rare that the 
army is iiot defeated. If, on the contrary, it  is well led, and gains an 
advantage, tlic battle is probably won, aiid tlie success is rendeiwl coinplctc 
in a11 its results. 

'( Wlieii tlic ariiiy is wcdi in cavalry, it should occuipy the Iieiglits, 
ciitreiich itself, aiid wait for rc-inforccmciits, as did Uuistxviis Ai1olpIius ill 
abandoning the plains of Poland and retiring into Pmssia. But, what- 
ever may bc thc theatre of nnr, the different kinds of cavalry arc alnq-s 
necessary to strategical operatioiis. In  all cases, i t  is essciitiallg important 
to confide its direction only to commanders of great experience, and cb- 
pecially to avoid parcelling it oiit, and placing i t  tinder the orders of 
infantry officers, ~sho, in spitc of their military ediication, do not habitunllr 
employ it usefnlly when the occasion prcsents itself, and know not lion- to 
spwc it when its aid is uiiiiccessarp 
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482 TRAINING AND TACTICS 0s’ CAVALRY. 

“ We slinll now ciidcnt-our to puiiij out, b~ 11 IICW systeia of tnctiwi tlrd 
iiieaiis to bc employed to  nroid tlic disastrous effects of the hptoved firc- 
ariiis, aiid tlic different pre])nratoiy dispositions for ntt,dcking the ciiciiiyj 
-the carnlry charges, and tlieir effcct. 

Rnkittp Chaqea-Chmyes Rascoifes.--We bcliero tlint we must 
iiiodify tlic iiieans of attack, aiicl piail tlieiii SO a9 t o  lose ns few iiieii a8 
possible, n l ~ l  wiitli this object, instead of direct cllarges on tlic faces of A 
square or 011 R deployed line, a e  illusti a t  frill speed, csccntc raking clrnrgeq 
presenting the riglit IiniitI to tlic ciiciny-tlic Iiorscincii llrcakitig iitdiridualiy 
n t  i n t c m l s  of two garils froni encli otlier, a t  tlic top of their Epeed, for, 
~ I l ~ d d  they slacken pace or stop, they vioii~d be 60011 (ledmated by tho 
balls of the infnntry. We iiiiist rake LIIC cueiiiy’s line a t  w r y  close quni-ters, 
niid tlireaten the eyes of tIic foot soldier Kit11 tIic point of the srvorrl or  
tlic I m c c j  SO ns to niRI;o Iiiiii conic to tIic pq- by riisiiig his bnyonet. 

“ Coinpniiies, sqiincIroiis, or wlio~e regiments csecutilig stwli cliarges, wili 
iiinict iiiiiiieiisc dniiiagc ~ipori tlic infanti-y, witlioiit tlienisdres sustaining 

otnble losses , for, ariiied n-itli Iiis s ~ o r d ,  the Iiorseinnn can clelirer point 
:.rr011gli a rdiiiig space of from GO to SO yards. 

“ From tliesc dntn, IVC can calculate how inany Iiorscmen niust be plneccl 
hi file in order tlint tlie foot soldiers cliargccl by them tilay be killed 01. 
clisnbled. 

I ’  Sevcrtliclcss, these rnlthg charges niust I)c csccutcd only by liorscmen 
coiiipletclp masters of their horses, nnd Sliilfill in rrieldiiig their s~yoril. 

We mist newr h g e t  tliat iiieii must be rerliiired to do only \rhat they 
cnii (10 well. Tliej will d w a j ~  boldly \1ndei.talio to do what they are snrc 
t h y  can do. If t h y  nre not siificiently trained i t  is important ]lot to 
e?lyosc tlieiii uselessly We niust s p ~ c  them, rcserre tIieni for eircum- 
stances offering n clinncc bf siiccess’, and girc tlieni the opportiinity to win 
clistinctioii whielr will eiiliuicc tlieir dasli, i n ~ g o r a t e  tlieir Iiopcs, aiid coil- 
film tlieir resolves.* 

* Of all French conceptions,so wonderfully fruitful in rmources, this I a t  method of 
cavalry attack is decidedly the most brilliant, and it deninnds our most serious attention. 
Of course it prcsupposcs tlic irtmost tnining in man and hone. There can be no doubt, 
lioi-.wer. tlist it will be put in  pmctlce by tlic French cavalry, being precidy the sort of 
work suited to tlieir fiery nature. I t  Is impossible to  uiidemte the moral effect on the 
infantry squares of such a mode of cavalry attack ; the stsuncheet might wcll quail for 8 
moment in  such a dreadful ons1aught. Pet ,  doubtless, we shall be conceitedly tolcl that 
the standing n n k s  will ‘I pour in 3 deadly rollcy,” and e a d y  settle the matter. Wit11 what 
aini ? Uut even then they will have scarcely ‘more than the chnnec of their preparatory 
loading. Thej niay topple ovcr a few ol the Aret cliargcm; bat, by the very propodtion, 
whole squadrons and rcginients will follow up tho mow in thia hideous suceeeaien, and 
givc no time to load again. And tlicn the mpidity of this n k i n g  charge-the m h  of the 
stcam-engine or the whirlwind re-produced, strcwing destruction on its path ! 

The only remedy i i  the htmost skill In tlie u9c of the bayonet, %!it11 the utmost prectlco 
in the appropriatc parry for such ap encounter, if we retain the dd foma&ion of aquuea, 
presenting the pnrnllel ffout on wliicli this mode of attack i s  founded. 

But the most clTeetua1 mode of pamlpinK this new sptern of cavalry-sathck is tho 
Frcnch forniation of solid circle#. For i t  r i l l  be very d i c u l t ,  if not impossible, for 3 
horjcman to deliver etPectaal point, at the top of his speed, with one hand, whilst the 
oilier mast direct hls h w  continually Inwards ronnd the dde .  The mod skilful eirsar- 
rider will find it difficult to keep ]I& se*t in such R manmuwe. StiIl, the French mrdq 
is assiduously practised in tlic ‘ I  outwards about dieel,” circles mid cnryes in great 
rariety, appmntly for thc raking cltnrge against any formation whatcrer. I€ our uswl 
square be rctained, I apprchcnd tliat, against this contemplated raking charge, the threot. 
encd face should niake n left half-face, thus lringing their bayonete in poBition, with the 

‘( 9. 
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THAINIKC: AN11 TACTICS OF UAI’a\LRI‘. 483 

4 :  10. Chniyiny h$ the dt?r/les.-Tllc n1ctlln(1 of chmgiiig ~ I J ’  tho angles is 
WOW RdTfilltngconS mid less Iimdcro1lq. It I n q 9  I q p e i i  that tho r a d l y  
L reqiiircil to nttoinpt R c1i~1.g.0 on a cIcl)loyccl lille n bettalioil in s c p m  
at the c~~~i~i ie i icen~et i t  of an action, WIICII tile iifles nre in fill1 power, ~ 1 ~ 1  

proper slope, and that the face oppotltc to tlic i ~ ~ r c c t ~ o n  nf tile cliargo s1ioul(t matic ariipilt 
half-facc, RO that thestandbig mnbs may Ale on the nd\ancing ca\alry. As this face is 
not imiiiediately threatened, it a i l1  probably deal deliberate and erfectite shots on the 
“ n k i n g  chargers,” if it dooanot fire too soon. On the other hand, this mode of charg; 
ing confinus still more tlic opinion in France, that small squares arc 1)ettcr than battalion 
squares. A horse Iiillcd in tlie charge frequently does more clnniage tlian his rider, I $  
tuiiibling on the extended face of the great squares, nlrcrcas lie might miss the men in 
smdi ones, and full on the flnnks. Bebldes, the latter nro more quickly formed. Of 
course tlie cnnc is different in sueli battles ns Yepo!eon‘s at Gigeli, nnd Desmix’a a t  
S~dirnan-1iotli models of formntion against preponderating c a w . 1 ~  ; hut cvcn lierein 
the grcat squares were flanked by small squares, at tlic angles wpecialiy. The 
following ia the Prench ntetliorl of forming the solid circle in  stiirmislling-drill. ‘I By 
eeotions-rally.” At this conrniantl the leaden of .wctiunq run quickly to tho centre- 
group of their section@, or to snotliergroup rnorc inHorda, whono position offera sl1elter, or 
an ad\antag+ position; the skirmishers run together at full speed, xitliout distinction 
of numbers w ,n that group. The mcn composing the groups uhich are the limes of the 
movement, inuantly form square and raise their rlfle, tlic point of the bqonek oler liead; 
in ordcr to indicate tlic ralijing point. The other skirmishers, ad they como in, place 
tliemnelses nt the anglee let? \want  between the four first, and suwmively round thid 
firet nucleus, so as wpidl j  to  fom a solid circle on the primitive square. Tho outcr rank 
conics to the position 8‘ cliarge-bajonets I ’  standing, the point of tlic ba~onet  more 
elevated, and full cock tlic rifle. . When the movenicnt is completed the tno outer rank4 
load without stirring, and make Uie beat deknce they can. 

“The officers and non-comniieeioned offieere mud see wit11 tlia ntnioet attention that 
the rally is performed in silence, with the utmost promptitude, and nitliout confusion, 
and tlie firing be properly directed so as to be effi~acious.” 

The following woodcut SIIO\VS the acitiil c irde,  tile t l i id  concentric ring being in the 
coune of formation. 

If the shock of infantry cliwglng t far more a moral iniprcsaion than B physical premure, 
lion- much more efficacious In that respcct must be sucli B raking charge as intended ! 
Wo know that in battle tho ejes ore the Rmt to be conquered, ia omni 271dio o c d i f ) n ’ m i  
cincrrntw, and we say that ‘1 the e o n h t  ia merely i moral one; ” and 80 we must render 
ourselves familiar with the “ idcr ” beforehand, and be ready to bear ite brunt in  practice, 
and render it null and void,if we can, by D steady eye. firm foot, and unflinching resolution. 

The formation of tlic solid circle is from thc ‘c Ecole de ‘hdlcurs ,”  of which it haa 
been tNly said, that nothing more simple, succinct, and to tlic purpose., can be desired 
than tlieso 40 page in 1Gmo. of wliicll a good portion are ‘obsenations.’” The great 
innovation is tho grouping in foum, alricli forms the manoeuvring unit, and tlic idea iq 
carried through. It ia this ekirniisliing brotherhood \\hiell forms the baais of tlic sliole. 
They are tnught to consiiler themseloes 88 80 rnnny groups, end are left to their own dis- 
cretion in  rallying. The nearest group and the shortest W I ~  is tho rule. These groups 
arc, 9s it were, intermediate links between the single skimishcrs and the aholo body of 
skirmishers. Whoeyer saw or did skirmishing knows tho value of this, especially in tlie 
rallying to m i &  cavalry or fursgers. Thero is nor much question of the right and left as 
immorPble points; but riglit is riglit, and left 1% left, with regard to the direction in  
which tlw mowment is  tn tdze place. The r i d e  ir extensively used ~8 tlie simplest form 
of ralljing the p u p a  of four in largcr on@. This idea is said to be American, but I 
believe it to be e\seutklly French. 

The squarcs are formed on tlio Snme prlnciples = in the large evolutions, and these 
principles are the simplbt. If in column of dhisions of two companies the clistnnces 
betncen them are  reduced, the first and fourth remain in their places, half of tlic second 
f&cs right, tlic other half left, the centre sections of the third remain rwcnes, nliilC 
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484 TRAINING AXD TACTICS OP CAVALRY. 

the nrorctle of tllc 111cn is untried. Tlic liorseiiian, anncd with his sword or 
his lance, falls 1q10n tlie foot-soldier amed  with his rifle. If the latter 
were isolated, his movements would be free-hc miglit tnrii ant1 deliver his 
billlet into the breast of the liorseuiati; but, iiistead of being isolated, the 
foot-soldiers are packed togetlicr in a linc, or framcd, as it w r c .  Wl!nt- 
ever tlic number of the horsemen, tlicre are always four or six foot-EOldle~S 
to one horscmnc, according to the depth of the ranks, and the latter n111 
be esposed to four or sis bullets instead of one, v;liicli lie can nroirl, at  tlic 
angles, by the velocity of his raking cliargc. 

wcll- 
coiisidercd indi\idnal trailling that wc can secure n vigorous and dashing 
cavalry. In battle we iiiiist avoid keeping it in ninsses too near the 
infantry. The deep ranlis of n close column liave, it is tiue, the advantage 
of nniting tlic troops and rcscn-cs, and enables 11s to dissimulntc their 
~mii tcr;  but such a disposition in the presence of tlic fire-aims now in use 

mld caiise imniense misfortmies, and clauagc thc tiiorcik of the c a d r y  
1,. losses wliich i t  wodd be difficult to reprcir. To conciliate the matter, 
it is tlierefore iniportant to foiiii scvcrd coliniins at deplojmcnt inten-als. 

Tlic siiuplest movcnicnts are tlic 
best. WC must 
attack the cncmg 011 his ncnlc side, take advantage of tlic least faiilt lie 
niakes, and fall upon liini when he is deploying.. 

'4 It is essential to study the enemy's hituntion, shake his ~ I Z O J W ~ C  by tlic 
effect of our artillery, cspccially nlien lie is in position or covered 1)y 
obstaclcs. We must cnilenvonr to surprise him by the rapidity of our 
attacks. I n  tlic front of the squadrous we must always be preceded by 
wonts on thc right and the left, at tlic distanco of 50 or GO paces, to 
reconnoitre the grouu.1 of operations. 

It 
is tlierefore the gencral's duty to get exactly acquainted wit11 the nature of 
the ground. A inere nothing suffices to ensure their failure ; an incqua- 
lity of the ground, n bad direction, the incapacity of the leader, tlic eslinus- 
tion of the horscs, the tumnlt, tlic effects of a r t i l lq ,  the discouragement 
resulting from n succcssion of failures, L'C. 

'( Charges mny be made in line, in coliimii, in echelon, and in extendcd 
ordcr (cti foitr~~ige~rrs). 
tho flank sections face right and left. If thc front is only on0 company, an oblong squaro 
is formcd by the first and last company remnining in  their places, and tho rest, with tho 
cxccption of the seventh, forming the rwrve ,  fucing right and left. The most rematk- 
nblc and important part, then, of tlic new infantry instructions is the part relating to 
skirmiahing, whicli would be worth a translation and study if only on the part of tho 
Volunteers, although many hints niiglit be Iikeaisc derived for the primary instruction 
froni tlro " Ecolo d u  Soldat." It is lesa stiff and more adapted forVolunteers,\rlio aurely 
\vuuld not likc to Lo consider2 as muchines. Perliapa our fomiation of square is 
scarcely quick enough in  the prcscnt eventualities. When in danger of cardry a coma 
pang could form effective square to the simple words, I' Fours-deep-cudqy-ready," 
and ww precious time. A company marching in fours is already in  position to form 
squarc. Moro Laclis wculd thus bc felt, and thero is nothing like feeling a back when 
on tho defensire. The squure-formations are amongst the most important derelopmcnts ' 5  
of tiic new French battalion-drill : there ia one particularly worthy of study, I' Column 
against Cnralt):" Sec "Ecole de Bataillon," p. 205. The last company bdt one 
nlnajs  acts a8 " rmrres " to  the squnrea. It is said that four succeasiveand well-directed 
diachaqpst from four ranks, will atop the b e t  cavnl3; 

6' 11. Posting o f the  Cctcalrpirserces ita Buttle.--It is only by 

" We do not Iiianoxvrc niucIi in war. 
Sliill consists in seizing the opportunity by tlie forelock. 

( 6  Carally charges intist be prepared beforchnnd in ordcr to succeed. 
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TRMNING AND TACTICS OF CAVALRY. 485 

The chief object is to fall suddenly and oLliqiicly on tlia Ilnnlrs of tllc 
ammy, masking the inovciiient with a cmtain of light troops in a single 
d. Tliesc slia~n attacks, especially if veiled by n cloud of dust, tlireateii 
the battalions against wliicli tlicy are clirectccI. It niny liappcn that in- 
fantiy, without espci<ence and untrained, gets disconcerted by these move- 
ments, fires at  random on this ciirtniii, \rhosc thin line nullifies thc cfTcct of 
tmst of the shots, Iiiiriiedly reloads, does so in disorder and with agita- 
tion, th i s  presenting a splcndirl chalice of n murdcrous cliargc, cspccially 
if charged by 1iea1-y ca;-a-dry. 

“ 11. &eetE of the Cutnliy clmgiiig Artillery uttd ~ ~ ~ ~ , d i ~ . - ? \ ’ i ~ l i l e r o ~ i s  
exercises linre slioim by faromablc tiials that we can estimate tlic advance 
of caralry according to tlic folIowing data. Fising the prccisc point ~ r l ~ c r a  
wc may begin to cliargc at  550 mctres (about GOO yards), a lig11t-howe1nan 
advancing against a battery, first walking, then successively a t  the trot, tllc 
gallop, and tlic clinrgc, will b in 2 minutes and 24 seconcls, ai-rnnging 
his rates as follows :-!I5 seconds waking, 28 a t  thc trot, 18 at tlic gallop, 
aiid 8 at tIic cliargc. Hc will have done tlic clistnncc at  the rate .of about 
4 Far& per second, and during the samc timc (2 minutes aiid 2.1 sccoiids) 
tlie battery might fie 13 shots of G-pounders.* !Ilic snuic horscnian 
doing tlic distancc ivitlioiit the transitions will only takc 113 seconds, wliicli 
gives 5 ynrds 15 inches per sccond. 

‘‘ If we apply the same researelies to tlic clinrgc against infantry, iw find 
that tlic horseman, coiiimenciiig it at  370 metres (about 400 yards), docs 
the distancc in 50 seconds, receiving three shots, and with tlic speed of 
ncnrly 8 yards per second. 

‘ I  It is importnnt to remember tlint tlie sword-point exerts its effect a t  
tlic distance of 25 inches, whilst tlic bayonet does not project in front of 
the soldier more than 20 inches when in position against cavaliy chnrging. 

‘6 It is II pity that cai-alry officers reinain indifferent to tlic sttidy of tlicsc 
important questions, and it is desirable that espeiinieiits should be tried 
at the camps of CliBlons, Vcrsailles, and Lunddle, in order to transfoiin 
into precepts the data of experiencc. 

‘6 12. Charges ngninst In faiitiy crnd Camlry.-Clinrges against infantry 
and cm-dry Iiaw the same object, nnniely, to rake, to penetrate tlic troops 
against iliicli they arc directed. It is esscntial to seizc the opportune 
moment-a deployment, a retreat, a crossing of a defile, an obstnclc forcing 
n reduction of thc front, and to net with snch coliesion as will break tliroug11 
all resistance. 

13. Chm-ges rprbtst  ArtiZZery.-llic cnse is clifferelit with artillery. 
Tliesc cliargcs arc perfonned by the indiddoal iiioveiiiciit of a line of 
Iiorsenien dispersed in estendcd order-en fottn~ct~e~ci~s-preseiiting to tlic 
cneniy only scattered inen, but all making for tlic battery to talrc it in tlic 
front, on tlic flanks, in tho rear-at the sniiic time-with the utmost clash 
and inipetuosity. Tlicy strive to turn tlic positions, to attack the siipports 
by their weak side, to harass tlicir retreat, slialrc the nioralc of the cliiwrs, 
cut the traces, spike the guns if they cannot be carried off, using n small 
li~tclict-haiiimcr-i.--in fine, employing all means to silence and shut up that 
battery completely. 

* The French rate their howitzers, &c. according to the diameter of the ball-but the 
m e w r e  mag be taken as the weight in Zh. Eng. 
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486 TRAISIXG AND TADTIUS 01 UAI'ALRY. 

1' This inode of attack will prevent tho great 1 0 ~  nsnd 011 such occdoiis, 
by nvoidiiig that nggloincrntton wliicli presents R good target for accciirfite 
ptnetice,-for, let 11s siipposo that tt ~oliiiiiti of twelve iiicii in the front and 
fifty decp is htirlcd against a ~2-p0m~dcry scn-eil i)y tmnty giiniiem 
Before it is rcncliecl, tliew iii\ncrs will Iiare delircrcil Fiificieiit balls nnd 

nicil in fikimisliirig order, at  iiitercals of 26 or 80 yar~k ,  aill certainly got 
1111 to the giiiineix sitliotit hnviiig snlfcred much iii the rapid ndaance." 

Tlicsc fen remarlis on artillery seein to be less tlim tile subject demtuicls i 
I will tliereforc fiiibniit tlio follos11g 0I)Eervations to siil>1ily tlie cleftcicncy 
of tho Report iii tlih iiiiportaiit iiiatter, suggested cliiefly l y  Qcnernl 
1)oiinem ilii Mn~trny, Chef d'EscdroI1, kc.  

COctlY, Iieavy, eiiibnrrassing srin, 
tliGciilt to restore \tneii once destrog-pd ; find, inoi*eovcr, it  has a3 often 
l~a~~ipercd the troops with which it opcmteri as it Iins been nsefitl to them 
for, on its nccoiiilt, it  iins been iiecessnry to follow cljrections, to select 
groiind, and to innrch n t  rates unfnvotirablo to the troops. Whatever may 
1m tlie vigour of tlic horses, as soon RS tho earringcs meet aitli iiiarsliy 
ground nnd 11ollon 1, slippery slopes or ~03ds coccrcd witli s n o ~  , it advances 
otily at n slow raft, niid iyith inimenso dificiilty. A clieck to tlic tul\-&Iico 
is nlniost ns bad as n defeat on the ~norc i~c  and p l t p i p c  of nn mny. 

very often the other nnns, instend of receiriiig support froiii the Rrtil- 
Iery, 1ig-i-c becii obligal to saciifico tlieiiisclves to SBVC it ; aiid, for ii fdse 
point of h O n O u r y  they linvo pnid wit11 the lireo of R great rnnny brrtve inelit 
for the l>reseri-ation of R fca pieces of bronze, \diicIi, hoper-cr, they h v a  
been forced to nbmdon n littlo flirther off-R sterilo trophy indeed, bnt 
still stifficteiit to piif tip tlic pride of tho eiiciny. 

Xow, if tlie oiily object in view is to lilaco ineii Aors tlc combat, wnnoii 
is c1ec;dedly iiifcrior to tlio i-ifle. To nppreciclte t.he effect of 811 arnj, a c  
must consider not oiily tlie acciirncy of its fire, bnt also tho tima reqiiircd 
to load it, as nlso tho naiiiber of soldicro, and all tlio accessories of its 
serriee. Tliiis, n liglit 12-poiiiicler, wliicli rcqnires in tlie field, for itself 
nnd its cniksons, a l m t  thirty incn aid tliirty horses, fierrcely fires, miiitlst 
tho complications of battle, 0110 shot pcr minute, and n t  G O  yards hits a11 
object of middling fiim only once iii four clischargcs with bdl, OY with firo 
biillcts out of forty of grape. C?onsctpiitIy, taking as unity the dainrtgo 
done to tho eneniy by one discharge of grq'c, and ntliiiitting that the ball 
pro(1rices four times as innch clniiingc ns the grape, we arrive a t  tlio con- 
cliislon that the effcct of the pieco iii qiiestioii is represented by oiie for the 
disclingo of bnll, and avo i u r  t.lie discharge of gvapc, in A mniiiiitc. NOW, 
dnring tlie snnio time, tliirt foot-soldiers pfoiild flrc st least sixty bullote, 

follows, tlicrefore, that tlio useful effect of the rifle wouild be roprescntctl 
by fifteen, tliat is, i t  woiild bo treble that of tlid grape aiid fiftecn times 
grcater tlinii tlitit of tlio ball. Moreo.t.er, all other ciraiimstsiiccs being 
eqiial, KO shonld cconomiqo thirty horses ~ n r I  four carriages. 

The cmcliisioit is, that cnnnon ninst t o  oced only to brcnk rlown or 
Iciiocli orcr obstacles-to fire cspecinlly n t  great clistiiiices-to gct 1.9 
rescnes, find then to act hi ponerfiil batterie8, to fill up nn nccideiitnl yoid 

grape to tipset R portion o 9 tlieir arlversaries, wliereas, twenty-five horsc- 

Field nrtf1Iei-y IMR hitherto beoil 

of tvliicli one-foiirth, or r' ifteeii, woiild hit tho object in cpest.ioii, It 
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Tk AIh’Ih’G AND TACTICS OF CAVALRY. 487 

l ~ - t  the order of batt le-or to fulrniiiotc a11 eiieiiiy victorioiisly advancing 

Artillciy iiioreorer, mtist 110 plneerl in wry fnroorablc climiiietanees, 
B t o f  Hliicfi its cfieney iq cbiisit1erclbly c1iiniiiislleci, or is totally Iiulli8et1; 

for in~tgntice, wlien it cnnnot, irit.11out con~iderablc romidnbolit tiiiii, reitch 
tlic points wheiicc i t  can discot-er t . 1 ~  enemy-when tIic latter is posted too 
l~igli or too low with reference to tlie li014zoii of tlie g.uns--Wlun the growid 
liennits too nineli recoil--\vlien tho horses ~ i i d  gunners arc I;illedl On tlic 
o t h  Iiniid, the soIr~tcr wit11 liis rifle goes every.\rliere-scalcs the Iieig~its- 
cros~cs ravines find tirets-gliiles into the inidst of Inislies and copscq- 
nvnils Idmsetf of trees gniir~ r o c ~ s  i)y m y  of slieltei- or support to taIw better 
aim--rm ghc t o  liis h e  of fiiglit d l  the inclinations from tlic eeiiitli to 
tliu nadir-in litic, can profit by crcry thing that ~oulc l  nbsolntcly be detri- 
niental to caniioil. 

I n  tlic last contlnciitnl 
~ a r s ,  the range of the miisket being verj sliort, tlic infantry codd llot 
struggle ngainst nrtiliery ylicn tIic latter gnttgncIwd it a t  firc or six ~iundrcd 
yatds. &~pposo fix pieces en- 
tIea-rotiring to plncc tliciiiselrcs in positton : they t d l  occui>y tt pretty wido 
extent of grooniid, nnrl irill prcscnt in this estciit six coiisidcrablb groiips of 
meii bnd horses, on t\.hicli I t  will be easy, tfitli miildling &ill, to rain 
bullets. Fifty ekiinlisliers a t  siiFncieiit intcrvnls, so ns to present but n 
veiy sinall target to tlic battery, would fliilg, in CFC miilutes, GOO Lulletq, 
oiic liundred a t  least of irhieli woulcl hit tliokc large targets of inen and 
horses and iuiiibrels to  their titter disorggniiizntfon anti confusion. A 
fitiififlig ,esperimeiit of the aoit \TOY tried nt IIythe 011 tIic rei>i.cscntntion of 

Tliiify nieii aerc ni~niigeil in sk!rn$sldng 
order, nnrI fired a t  g r o ~ ~  represciitiiig n ficltl-pieco coining into, nction- 
stuffed flgnres of Iiorscs aiid iiicii of the ordinary size. Tlie firing WRS 
stopped at tn-o minutes, dieii it bas found that cncli inan had fired tvio 
rounds. Tlierc were six horses mid eleven inen, including tlic t lnw 
iiiotiiited di4wre, and tlic six horses liar1 twenty-tivo bullets in tliein, niitl 
sereii of tlic iiieii were struck. Tlie trial was rcpeatecl n t  515 ynrds { fi-ic 
o d  of the six Jiorses lind sixteen hits, hiid six out of tlie e h e n  men lind 
eight ba1I.s. A t  this secoiid,ttid the tiiiie i n s  extended to three iiilnutes, 
alien it was fotutrl tlirt tlic fmnt rank l i d  fired three rouuids, aiid tho reRr 
rank h0.t “lie lciigtli of tlic time indicates that dellberate fiiiiig which 
ire shall efpcct from onr slciimiidiers, Colonel Jacob sa19 !-If Judging 
froin our practice, it seeins certain that two good riffelmi so ~ n t i e c ~  [with 
liis rifle, I l~resume,] c o ~ ~ l i l  in tcn ininntes aiiniliilntc tlic best field battery 
of nrtillery iioiy existing.” And tho feat was accomplished a t  the battle of 
tlic N i n i  Iry tlic Frcnch, wliekc sci-era1 Ru~sidii batteries had to Ire 
reniored, the @inners and horses being quickly killed, so t.hat it was iieces- 

* i t  is seldom that the ground p*ewhts a sul8ciently even surface to permit CSRheQ te 
fire furtlter than the rifle when firing BfictheIy at 760 p r d e  ; at this dtstancle dopea and 
obstacles often conceal h m  sight not only single men, but entire bodies of troops ; or, 
we are unable to get fat ineliniatiol of the 3 x i ~  n l  :lie pjrrr ~ l i i c l r  is so e.weptinl to 
FJloure good rCSUltS,, 

liaring criished or overwtlclmed tlic otlier troops.* 

Agniir, slriiiiiislicre casily .oc.r.i.oy nrtillerf. 

It will- hot  be th i s  a t  tlie present day. 

bntteiy coining into nctioii. 

t Cd, I\’ilford’s Lecturas, p. 7, 
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488 TRAINING AND TACTICS 01.’ OAVALItY. 

sary to fetuli otIicriioracs to  drax off the guns. I n  one hour and n half the 
French skirmishers ntterly s~nashed the Russian gunners. ‘( They calllc 
upon 11s like serpcnts, and killed OW nien without 0111. being able to scc 
tllctn,” said tlic Russians. Tlie Tnrlrs did ,the sanic viitli the Rtiss1a11 
artilleiy on tlic Danube with tlic IIiiii6 iiflc at 1,000 and 1,200 pacts." 

Sf tho distaiice diiilinislics and tlic afl’air is prolonged, tlie cliaiicc increases 
11101~ .nd iiiorc in fnvonr of the skii~iii~liers, \dio xi11 repair their losses 
from thcir rcserw, wliikt the intensity of tlic fire of the guns will sensibly 
decrease just in proportion as their inen arc lrnoelrcd off. It may bc ob- 
jected that the ciiciny will dispcrsc his foot soldiers betnccii his pieces, to 
fight tlic skimiishers ; but tIieii this will only increase or donble tlic clisad- 
vautagc, by presenting thiclrcr gronps to be fired at, whilst he has before 
him only isolated men, defiling into the sinallcst depression of the gro~i~id 
or beliind the snidlcst obstacle ; and, niorcovcr, raising bcforc his sliir- 
iiiislicrs the thick smoke of his cannonade, tdiicli will prcvent thcni frotn 
aiming effectually. 

The best 
condiictecl campaigns of oiir ccntuiy and tlic last viere cai-ricrl on with few 
gaiis relatidy to tlic strength of tlic aimies; hit in 1809, in proportion 
as good troops had disappeared, moircd clo~ni in battle, it ~ m s  tried to 
r up ply their pIacc with artillery, which increased in considerable propor- 
tions, and in 1813 its iinportnncc still iiiorc increased v~licn the ca\-aliy slid 
infantry liad only conscripts in their ranks. During the first years of tlic 
conquest of Afiicn, tlic expeditionary colunins dragged field-pieces aftcr 
them. I?ic result JCRS R slo\niess or retardation of tlic march most prejn- 
(licial to the pccnliar strategy reqiiircd in dealing with tlie Arabs. At the 
camp of Tctfna, nliere A French dirision WRS Mockatlcd by Abd-el-Kadcr, 
tlic French durst not send out R fatigue party to tlic ~ v o o r l ~  or to forage 
without tlic escoi-t being ncconipanicd by cannon. JIarslial Bugcaiid, then 
brigade-general, was orclcred to leave Francc to pnt an end to this fnghtfd 
state of affairs. At his ai.rival, in spite of tlic representations of several 
superior officers, who inaiiitaincd the old thcoi-y of the moral support given 
to tlie troops by artillery, hc sliippcd off tlic artillery wliicli was in the camp 
60 as not to fetter his ulterior inovcinents : thcn advancing with confidenco 
against the Emir, at the licad of the infantry, but lately full of almn m c l  
discouragement, lie won R complete victory at Sicl<di. Some years after, 
lis\-iing bcconic gorernor-general of Algeria, he used in his expeditions 
only iiicre moiintain honitzcrs, and tliose in insignificant niiinbers. 

What Rlarshal Bngeaud did in tlic African war wc iniist henccfortli do 
in all mars, and rcducc tlic proportion of field-artillciy hitherto admitted 
in our aniiies, becaiisc its relative emcieiicy is diniinishcd, niid becansc the 
iibcrty of moving ea4ly on ground the most broken and bereft of coinmini- 
cations, will always bc an ailvantage to bc prcferrcd to all others. Doubt- 
less this species of artillerg is, lilic the rifle, susceptible of inimensc 
improwmcnts ; breccli-loading, iifling, elongation of tlic projectilc, diini- 
nution of wiglit, fewer men and liorses, arc improvcnients on the point of 

* Baron Rodaining proposes to give the artiller~men c A c m z w  cle fi-kc, consisting of six 
bqonet-blndes, and quite portable, so that they may be able to return the fire of the 
Jirmiehers at an advantage, after spreading out beforo thom their clitrarr de fr i se .  
See hie ‘‘ Noureau Systime Militaire,” where he describes his invention. 

Tlic proportion of field artillery mnst bc Icss than heretofore. 
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TRAINIKG AXD TACTICS OF CAVALBY. 489 

I c.: ig into the domain of practice, and, consequently, they uphold tho 
1 mb ding proposition, since rith f ewr  guns we shall obtain better results. 

A single gmi, a t  the iiiost, to oiic thousand men, infantry and ca\-alry, 
will sufice in future ;-sucli is tlie deeply iiieditatetl opinion of General 
Bonnean chi Martray." 

14. ITeaty Curalq.-JVc must now examine the function of the 
1ieai-y cavalry, tliat oft the light ca~alry, and their respective employment, 
according to thc lint ?r'c of tlie coniitry in diicli n e  arc operating. 

' I  Hea1-y ca\-alry, it-hich comprises the Cuirassiers and tlie Dragoons, 
niust act in battle to break doin  resistance by tho force of its sh0~1i ; its 
place, therefore, cannot, bc siipplicd by light ca~-ali-y, whose mass is less 
consicteralle. "Iiiis, at the Battle of Ansterlitz, tlic light squadrons of 
General Margaron were checked by the hstro-Russian squadrons, whilst 
Boursier's Dragoons repulsed the latter, niid presented an impenetrable 
wall to the eneiuy's attempts. At the saiiic battle 8 similar fact occurred 
in tho graiid charge against Liclitensteiii's squadrons in the centre ; the 
CIiasscurs of the Guard-that intrcpid troop of \*etcrans-trietI to stop the 
advance of Prince Repircii ; t h y  were routed and throivii into confusion, 
b d  only to bc rery sooii arengecl by the Horse Grciiadiers, who gallantly 
extricated them by tlicir aeiglit and intrepidity. 

'( 15. The Tenoicn of the Ilenvg Cacalrg wider the &pire.-Tlio rcpu- 
tation of tlic liea\-y cavalry mas as ~ c l l  established amongst strangers n s  
in the French army. Bismarck declares tliat the soldicrs of the Empire, 
ivlieii they would honour valonr, used to say, Brave as our Cnirnssiers.' 

Wellington himself declared a t  tlic Congress of Veronn that lie ll3d 
never seen anything more a&iiitable in war thnn tlic ten or twlve 
reiterated charges of tlic Frcncli Cuirassiers against troops of all a~mis. 
Later, after Iiab-ing had to siipport tlic efforts attempted with so ~iiuch 
intrepidity and perseverance n t  Waterloo, lie declared that no cavalry 
coiild surpass it. In 1808, at  tlie sicgc of Saragossa, Geiiernl Palafox 
issned a dccrcc, asiarcliiig dcatli to cwry Spaniisli soldier nho should, iii 
tlie sorties, cry out, Here arc tlic Frciicli Cuirassiers.' 

I' 16. Fdse ideas exiireased OIL the ti-aasfoniiatioii of the Ctiirm&ers.- 
TIic Dragoon3 lint1 cqmlly won an inipeiishsblc rcnowii in Spain. 

' I  llie falour of tlic heavy ca\-aliy docs not irealien in m y  degree that 
of the light cavalry, wliosc employment is equally brilliant, equally 
glorious in war. Each lins its merits ; i t  aoiild, thereforc, bc iinjust to 
cry up oiic at  tlic cost of tlic other. It is iniportant to refute the ideas 
put forth by ccrtaiii iiiiiovators nftcr thc Italian caqa ign ,  d thont  any 
foundation, since tlic cavalry was iiot 1mniitted, by action, to challciigc 8 
jndpicnt on its sciriccs. Tlie transfomi?tion of the Cuirassiers into 
Chnsseiirs, somedint lightly concci\*ecl, riould bc very impnident as a 
moral effect and as s niaterinl cfect on the constitntion of the nimiy. 
Instead of permitting tliesc siqicions of contemplated reduction or trans- 
formation to float about, to tlic disquiet of the officers, let 11s preserve 
nliat wc have, and, like o w  neighboms, who respect more seriously the 

Nouvelle IMCtliode de (iuerre, p. 10. -4 very curious pamphlet. It \sag printed for 
private circulation, only tlirec or four copies being on a l e  at an exorbitant pricc I may 
base an opportunity of giiing the General's view of the order of battle he proposes to 
meet the requirements of the ritle and rifled cannon. 
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490 TRAIMIXB AND TACTICS OF CAVALXY. 

rvcll-calc~dated rlemciits of thcir annice, let us occupy omclvcs in tllc 
piirsuit of inq)rovcnmits ta t c  introduced. 

‘( 17. Eitrlc@hi of the Light Q~tcr~//y. . -~ic light cavalry has beeii calllcd ‘ thc illiiminating torcli and thc protectilg b]iield.’ Its placu is crcig- 
wlierc-at the ontposts, in the lllaill guar(l,* in patrols, Ekirniisllcs, rcCOI1- 
naissanccs, siirpriscs, flanlr Iiioi-CnieiltS, di+crsiolls ; as an advancc guarcl, 
and as a y ~ r  guard, whcrc it is ~~plmtct1 by tlic heavy cavalry; in 
cngagcinc x5 of cavalry, ~-]icrc, in its turn, it acts as B SUp1101.t nntl rcscrw 
to hc81-y cavalry, wIiosc sictory it coiqilctcs, by pursuing tllc mutcd 
cncniy, or wlioso rctrcat it  protects, attacI;ing niid snrrounrling OII all 
sirlcs tho victorions 6q11adrui1s. 

(‘ In battlrs in Ui open canntry tllc ~ r v i c c s  of light carnlry united to 
infantry arc cqnally important. If tIlc divisions of tlic cavnli-y rcscrscs do 
not stir bcforc tlic nionicnt fisccl by the plcral-in-cliicf, on thc Othcr 1la1ld 
tlic Icndcrs of di\-isionaI cavalry must bc a l lo~cd  the grcatcst indepcn~lcncc. 
‘..ieir aatioii is iiitiinatcly coiuicctctl with sqxiscs and c o t p  tie 7/lnh, wllcn 
the Iuckx inomcnt \-anislics like lightning. 

“To protcct tlic skirmishers of tlic lint aid d i s p w  tliosc of thc cncmy; 
to kccp an eyc on thc battci-ics of the division ~ i i d  scizc el-cry f i i ~ o n ~ d h  

of attacking inhiitry on tlic oKcIisisc, and on tho clcfcnsivc to be rcacly to 
sacrifice itsclf, if ncccssai’y, by ri~shing on tlic cnciuy’s infantry to clicck its 
adraiicc, if but for a niomciit; such is tlic ncblc and Iiaznrrlom fiiiictioii 
rcseli-cd for tlic light cavalry. as pcrforincd by Desi-snx’s division n t  601- 
ferino. 

1‘ This fiinction of tho EIossaw and Liglit Dragoons will bo cnhaiiccd by 
tha mobility of infantry ancl tlic iiicrcnscd rangc of thc riflc and rifled 
cnnnon. Thcy arc oftcn fliing out to p a t  distanccs sqd in m a l l  detacli- 
mcnts, Tlicy keep tlicir cycs on tlic movcnicnts of tho ciieiny ; nimble, 
activc, andacious, t h y  pcnctratc cvcrywherc. Thcy should bc cndoivctl 
with tho itistinct and iutclligencc of tlic trail-hmlter, tlic craft of tlio 
poacher, tlic intrcpidity of tlic fillibuster. Witliout a tolcrablc and suf- 
ficient light cavalry gcncrdls ninst marcli lilrc blind men, and annics will be 
coniproniiscd. For snch 3 bcrvicc we Initst select special horscs-activc, 
full of nciw, light and inipctuois-to snit their ridcrs ; t but tlicrc is no 
necessity for brcctling tlieni for that pnrpose, IS required by Captain Nolan. 

“Ta havo t)iis mobility, tho light cavahy must bo inountcd on fiery, 
aetivc, perfectly manageable Iiorscs, fnll of iicrvc and brokcii into 011 
manncr of scn-icc, aEd cndowcd with such \-igour of constitittion as to be 
rblo to m i s t  all cliangcs of weather and endure privations and fatigac. 
Pcrliapij it wouild be dangeroi~s to cl~;;loy the Ciiirassiers and ewn the 
Dragoon horses ill this service, which would soon oxhaust them. Each 
arm has its vnliic according to its tmplopent.  Indeed, nith e r p l  mor~ik, 
a regimciit of Cnirassicrs or Drngoons will always crtish a rcgiinent of 

? Tho outposts aro divided into p o s f u  ncunckp and p n t l ’  gu.a,*dc8, the former being 
further out, tho gmnd’ 9~1rcZs being their rallying point and centre. Tile outposts are 
supplied by the grund’gcwdes, which I tmnelnto by main gaanl. In the great continentnl 
armiesr them mattera are of the utmoet importance, cia they should LO indeed in eTerJ’ 
army in the bold. + As typ section hrra been burrowod from Qenenl Renard, I Iiabe translated the pas. 
Sage from hi8 book, ztbi m p &  p. 113, at Mi. 

O~lpO~tIIll~t~ to  IlMkC 3 dash 011 tllOSC Of tho CllC11iy ; to bUp1)Orb t l l C  f l n l l h  
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C;liasmust or HiLssars ; hit, 011 tlic otlicr lraiid, thc ftinctioli of tho hecrvy 
cavalry coiild not givc clecisirc results without tlic aid of tho liglit t rwp .  
It is thewfore iiecesfary, in good tactics, to tnariy thcac two +rrn8, r11d 
conibiiic tho strength and iccight of 0110 with tlic iiiipetnosity and 1iglitiic.ss 
of the other.” 

18. L r  I’c’ecesscbr qztcrliJccitioirs of ri CmLitr3 Comitr~itlci* -To comiiiniid 
and 11s1idIo c~v.+T~ csrcts ioiig stiidy aiirl esperieiicc; but ta iiiniiagc it so 
xs always to have it in condition to act, is tlic object which few officers cnii 
attain. It is a r a r ~  thing to find coiiibiiicd the qualities of cool detcrmhitl- 
tion, eaitgfioid, \ritli iiiipetnositr, ii! flic sanic inclivklnal. According to 
circiinistanccs, may cnrry too far tho tciidciicy to abnso tlic iiiobility of 
ca~nlry, piid coiqiroiiiisc it by ill-plaancd innrclies, or by iiiopportiinc 
clmrgcs. 

‘6 At tlic bottlc of Leipsic, Xiirat’s cavalry, cshnusterl by supcrliiiiiian 
cfforts, lint1 halted panting before tlic iiiaidiy gromid of Gillden-Costcii ; 
it was’~itIioiit iiifanti-y, mid lird not 8 singlo sqiiadron of reservo to oppose 
to tlic n t b k a  which threatcued its flriiks. Tlic csliaiistcd sqiudroiie ivcrc 
attacked by tho Aiistrinu Cuirassiers, cliarged on tIiu left hy tho Go5sack6 
mid the Iiuss:,rs of tlic Rnssiaii Iiiipciial Chard. Niirat ~vns forccd, 
aftcr considcrablc loss, to retreat upon tlic lilies of tlic infantry. At 
Waterloo, tlic Englisli iiifgitiy, aftor Iinving resisted tho clisrges of tlic 
ficiich Ouirrssim, was clisengagcd, aid, sepportcd by fresh sqiidroiis 
held in T~SCIT-C, hurled opportiiiiely into thc intervals of thc first line. 
Tlieso two cxaiiiplcs, n t  different points of vicm, prow tlint ao iniist not 
abiieo the rates of motion, nnd tlirt it is imprudent to cslinmt tlic 
strength of tho liorsc beforo tlic dccisivc moment; for a troop, preserving n 
regular, modcmtc rntc of niotioii, falls iipoii tlic ciieniy n-itli uiiioii mid 
iiiipetuosity, nnd at tlic Inst iiioxiiciit will bc able, by its streiigtli aiid 
coliosioii, to overtiirii t~iicud coinp1et.c its dcstrnctioii. 

4‘ Tlie regular awl long-contiiiucd trot and tlic impctuoiis gallop arc tho 

* We give the straight sword to the licuyy cavalry b c c a w  it  is  beat adapted to give 
p i a t  forward in charges in lino ; tho light cavalry, Iiafing to fight for the most part in 
extended ordek, is best armed wit11 the curved sword, with ahich they can more easily 
out right ri@t and left, and w l i m  handling for tho parry is oasicr and more docided. 
To give point, Imwever, slioul3 be the object of tho cavalry j crib aro raroly cleoisire. 
With regud to tlie lance, only the beet trained lioraeinen can UBO it to advantage, if at 
41, It requirPr great skill and sigour in tho h o m i a n  ond great supplcnw in tho 
bree. I n  aur western repions, only tho PoliaIi and Consack horses Iiavo tho requisite 
qualitiee ; the conaequonce is tllot good regimcnte of Iancera aro Taro even in armies of tlie 
moot lenglltonod seruioe.’ Still tLis arm hoe often been of moat important servico: henco 
Montecuculi called it “ tbe queeh of nmia,” In lawiu 2 k; r q k ~  (Irlle n m i i  ; and 
Marshal Saxe migns the lancers the first rank. Certainly tho lance will reach tho foot- 
soldier-who can breve the sword in security. In 1613, at  tlio h t t l o  of DrtwIen, r di- 
vaiou of Aurtrion iniantry rwisrect for Q long time the repentod Char6W of tlie French 
cu-en with their baxoneb done, tor tho rain had darnpged their cart~idgea and t l iq  
could not fire. General La Teur-Naubourg placed at tlie howl of the last charge tho 60 
lanoem of Ilia marl ; tliey made a brwlc through wlricll tlie cuirassion entered, and cut 
the infmtry to pieees. I n  1811 Napoleon bad orderod a regimont of lancers to be at. 
6ulied to each division of cuiroariers, apparently in contemplation of similar ~ocasions. 
D-WM werc fimt created iq Itply by Umld  Do R r h  : he liad armed them with tI!o 
infantry musket to fight on Caot, the liom being only e means of rapid transport from age 
paint to mother. 

* General Dufuur, rrbi tupra. 
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rates of the cnra1i-j in troops ; the very rapid trot and short galloil 81’0 the 
rates of isolatcd cavalry. * 

(( 19. The 1n)uence of the new Arms on Tctctics.-Tl~e iniproTement in 
filing, and tlie range of the 11ew arms, will liave great influence on tactla. 

(6 Tlle lines of reserves must keep nt greater distances ; tllc deployments 
of colr ms must be done r i t h  greater prudence ; colunm inarching must 
be a t  sliceling distance, as a rule ; skirmishing will assume more serious 
derelopnients ; a11 diversions nnd timing movements \Fill require a greater 
radius. 

‘“l!lie bi-iouacs must be covered by outposts of cavalry as B protection 
against batteries that might shell them, for, tlie greater the distance 
betrreen opposing amniies, the niore ca~al iy  and light artillery Kill be 

* Elsewhere in tlie “Dliacellan6es Militairea” I find other very pertinent 0bwrvatidns:- 
“The chief staff-officer of 3 c o ~ p s  d’urmle who does not know how to calculate his 

marclics, and who is imprudent enough to moTe off, a t  the same hour and by the same 
route, united mnsses of troops, ruins and quickly’destroys his cavalq. The m u l t  is the 
stme when a cavalry dirision is obliged to regulate its march, in a broken and ditRcult 
cocntry, a t  the same hours of departure as tho infantry ; it is soon reduced to nothing by 
its injured horscs, diminhliing its fighting effective. 
“ Experience has proved that 5 \vcll-led cavalry may still lose a quarter of its effective 

for action; but this loas amounts to a third if it  be led with only middlingcapacity, a d  it  
may rise to the half, or even morc, if the leader is incompetent. ‘‘ Officers capable of leading adequatcly this arm, 80 complicated in all its bearings, am 
rare. They should unite to a variety of knowledge a specis1 and profound study of its 
elements and wants, in order to keep it in condition. 

6‘ With all this knowledge, the lesder of cavalry must posseas a prompt eoupd’eil to 
seize the opportune moment of a probable succcas, and a ready judgment to weigh the 
favourable chances of 8 movement or r determination, and forosee the obstacles of the 
ground that mayjmpede hi design and frustrate his action, if not cautiously avoided. 

“ But even these qualities are not sufficient for succes ; he must be full of daring, and 
yet deliberate, or theso chamteristics must be so blended 38 to be, on occaaiou, equally 
within hb control. In certain circumstances the commander’s audacity wins tbc day ; 
but, on the other hnnd, alien in excess, it  may cntnil disaetcr. If, however, lie ie too 
prudent, too deliberate, he is condemned to negative results in r campaign. 

“Without the action of a good cavalry, in good condition, there ore no results in war. 
A ympaign proceeding without prisoners, without the capture of standards, cannon and 
equipage, b a state of hesitation injurious to the morale of our own army, and farourable 
to that of the encmy. 
“ Some Ofticem suppose that the improvements of artillory and other rifled arm will 

render the action of cavalry more uncertain. These notions have bcen propagated in the 
army since the Italian campaign, in which thc cavalry attached to tho  divisions in each 
corps d’arm6e a x  not led to ploy its true part in war. The fact is that tho infantry waa 
used, very brarc and active as it  was, too extensively in rcconnoitring-an exctcess of such 
action, which, had tlie war continued, might perhaps have been d h t r o u s  ; but its ope- 
rations in this respect were neceparily too conened : had the cavalry been used to extend 
its reconnn‘mnnces to a diatance, our army would havc been better apprised of the mow- 
ments of the enemy. 

“ I t  is also supposed that the greator rangc and accuracy of fire-arms renders tho 
action of cavalry poserleaa. This notion may be well-foundcd if the cavalry is led by 
o5ce13 ignorant of its u w ,  or who 5re imprudent enough to charge a battalion in 
square, solid and in a good position. But if, instcad of beginning ai th  a charge, 
we first try the metal of this infantry by‘ihnrge4 of musketry or grape, to weaken its 
?)tomZe, and put a little confusion in its ranks, and after that trial charge vigorously 
and repeatedly, the uncertainty of tho enemy’s fire caueed by their hesitation, and the 
surprise of tho charge, will insure the succesa of cavalry ; but to attack brave troops, 
untried, and aitliin easy range, with cavalry, is a deplorable blunder, to be severely 
blamed, not only on account of its failure, but also its bad cffcct on the remainder of tbe 
cnmpnign.” 

TRAINING AND TACTICS OF CAVALRY. 
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:1 to sapport or rciiiforcc promptly tlic tlircataicd puiiits.l aiid to 

20. The O~gnitizcctim $” i i z o t l e ~ ~ ~  ~ i j ~ j j ~ ; ~ , ~ . - I ~ o r  soii~c tiiiie liitlicito 
:,:,w rtlcrii ariiiics linvc bccil oriiied iiito C O I ~ S  ( Z ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ I Z ~ C ,  composc(1 of scrcrd 
Jivisioiis, aiid n troop nf cardry, ~~I iosc  strcllgtli has liot bccn prcciscly 
[kfiiicd. Ccrtniii b n s , ~ ~ ,  cnlcuIatct~ iii accorc1aiicc with the iintr1rc of tlic 
ground a i d  tlic l)roposcd iiitciitioii of attack or clcfciice, will iiot pcrliaps 
bc useless to fis the proportioiis of ca~nlry, niid tlic rules to follow. 

L‘ WC must not too c:lsily giclcl to tlic dcsirc of tlic comiiiniidaiits of 
c 0 i . 1 ~  d’ww’e by nccorcfiiig them more sqiindrons tlinii tlic nnturc of tlic 
groinid a i d  the iicccssitics of tlic wnr or tlic scrvicc rcqiiirc. Thus, in  nii 
opal couiitrr, diere the nctioii of the cni-alry niny lie nscfiil to  gain iiitclli- 
gciicc, to  recoiiiinitre, to hold in c ~ ~ c c I ~ ,  or act nil tlie offeiisiw, o m  (li\-isioii 
of ca~nlry, coiiiposc(1 nf tlircc rcgiiiiciits, cnimssicrc; or dragooiis, and oiic 
rcginieiit of light troops for tlic scrvicc of tlic stnffr;, will lrc suficicnt. Li 
a brokcii, woody eoiiiit ry, tlic iiiiiiibcr of sq~iaclroiis of 11cnq- cnralry would 
be less tlinii tlint of tlic light troops, viliicli iiiiglit fiiniish oiic rcgimciit for 
tlic iiitcrior posts 2nd cscort-dctncliiilcnts, and anotlicr for rstcrior scrvicc, 
to act ns scouts, and in dircrsion to  gnthcr intclligciice for tho nimiy. Iii 
order iiot to  fntigne t l iai i ,  tlicw lmclies iiiiglit IJC rclicml nt fiscd pcriods 
accordhg to’ tlic ordcrs of tlic coiiiiiiniidcr-in-cliicf of tlic cn~alr3; d i o  
nould rcscrvc all poncr in tlic ivtcrcst of tlic nrin, acting, Iioncvcr, in 
coiicort niid prcrioiis midcrstniidiiig with tlic major-gciicrnl of tlic nriiij. 

‘( 21. C~~rcth.?l-).e,.e~~e.-l~ic mniy Iwiiig tliiis orgnniscd, it iiinst l inw n 
rcseim snficiciitly rcspccta1)lc to  rcinfnrcc tlic clirisiolinl sqiinclroiis,, mid 
protect the outposts of iinportniit tlctnclimciits, without drnwiiig tlieni from 
t h  other carp, to bc able to nttnck instniitly tlic csposcd points of tlic 
encniy. It is bettcr to  rcinfwcc tlic wcnk points by srpdroi is  froiii tlic 
rcscr-ic, than to  fonli n rcsen-c with squntlrons tsli~11 froin nIl tlic divisions. 
It is thcrcforc of absolute importnncc to linvc n strongly constituted cnmlry 
r e s e ~ ~ c ,  nliicli ~ n n y  bc fliillg out, at tlic opportmic moiiiciit, to dccidc tlic 
great-crcnt of tlie day. IIowxcr, tlic tactical iiiaiingcineiit niid Iiaiidling 
of these mnsscs caii only be ncrliiircd by practice; the Icndcrs m i s t  bc 
nscd to it ; t h y  n-ill play tlicir part lmlly if t h y  nssiiiiic it  iinprcpnrcd.* 

* I n  war tlic tlirce arms must lend cadi otlicr mutual assistance, but the cavalry and 
horse artillery arc cspccially two "fraternal ” arnis, two inscpanble companions. With 
reciprocal reliance in their training and valour, they will ncver fear to attempt tlmc bold 
strokes that sometimes dccidc f i e  success of a battle. They will perform together those 
rapid marches, bold and unespected dcplojments, during which tlie artillery-aliilfully 
unmasked-scatters disorder and confusion in the enemy’s columns with its showers of 
grape, to be turned into complete rout by o sudden cliargc of thc cavalry. But to this 
end there must be betwecu a11 tlie arms the most pcrfcct and muha1 reliance and csteem, 
the truc bond of which is tlic perfcct knoivlcdgc by all of tllc principal clenicnts of tactics, 
and the niode of aetion pcculiar to paclr rcspcctive1.y. 

It is ccrtain that in future warfare the means of destruction, in clcfcnec, will attain 
wcli o developmcnt that it will lie impossible to nieet tbe difficult7 nrrorrling to the rules 
and principles of military art in its present sh te .  Battle tactics, the organization of 
nrmics, thc proportion betwen thc tlirec arms, in fact everything relatiiig to tlic art of 
war, v i i n d c r g o  important modifications. 

One d e n t  result of modern hetics emplnticall~ suggcsts the diffieulty of tlic situation : 
the field of battle will bc immensely more estended at its eommcnccment ; tho troops 
posted by their officers according to the new system, will be for the most part loat sight of 
by tlic general-in-chief. IIcncc the incrcascd labour, solicitude, and xnsiety of coloncls of 

4 the cfforts and nttcmpts Of~tIlC cllclny. 

VOL. v. 2 i  
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494 T1tiUNING A.$ll TACTICS OF CAVALliY. 

“ 22. Otr the o$vi.sic*c w f w i c  oJ’ C‘ctrciLy.-Tllc iiifaiitiy niirl tlic Cad ly  
o w  n iiiiitnnl co-opcratioii to cadi other. offciisirc rctiirii of the 
cavalry in W h t  
hnppciied at  3lnddclhic is n proof of mlint the carn1i.y call dowhen led m-ith 
priidciicc niid Iiardiliood. Mnrslinl Victor rrns rctrcatiug before the 
Epniiiards, covered by liis sqiiaclrons. flit ciiciiiy’s geiicral having ccm- 
mitted tlic fnnlt of piirsniiig liiiii too ncar with liis infantry, in the hope of 
diiving liirn oii tlic Gnndinno, General Lntoiir-Maiiboiirg suddenly fronted 
alld rushed like n tIiiiiicIcrboIt on tIic Spnniirds, who wcro not iiiorc clistnnt 
tlinn the rnngc of n pistol. He ilnslierl a t  their front with threo reginients 
of drngooiis, wliilst Geiiernls Lnssnlc and Borrlesoiile liirled on tlio flnnks 
of tlic ciienig tlic 10th and 3rd Chnsscurs. In less tlioii five minutes the 
Spnnisli aiiiiy presented only a confused iiinss, flgng in all directions 
tonorcls Snn Bcnito and I’illn Ncwa ; 6,000 lirisoners nnd 40 guns were 
the tropliies of t i id  affair. Tlic fipailiards liad ca-rnlry, but it mas not 
ciigag~cl ; that arm, badly orgnnisetl and loosely linndlcil, bclinced at Mail- 
deliiic as it did at  Ocniia. 

ICclleiwaiiu, at  tlic bnttlc of Alilba-dc-ToiulEs, at tlic licnil of s i s  
regiments of ihngoons, siirprised aciicral Dcl Pnrqne, who was retreating 
precipitately ; lie threw Dcl Parquc’s cavalry. iipou liis iiifantry nnd routed 
liiiii coinplctcly. 

( I  Successfill rctiinis oil the offciisivc raisc tlic i ~ m n k  of the aimy and 
oftcii sprcad cliscoiirngciiieiit nmciigst tho enemy. It is tlicrcforc importnnt 
that tlic iiufniiti-y, tlint aim of strength and resistnncc, should be supported 
in its offciisivc iiiovcnicnts nncl snstnined in its rctrcab. l h e  cnmpnigii of 
1S14 slioirs 11s d i a t  n solid and daring cnrnlry cnn do. 

(( n c  piirsi~it of General Olsoiirief, made prisoiiei; with his stnff, by 
Gcncrnls Girarcl nnil Dounierclc, wns an nffnir idiieli lcft in oiir hands 300 
lrisoncrs and 80 gnns. Nnnsoiity 2nd Lctort, a t  Cliiitcnn ThicriT, nislied 
on tho Pnissinii and Rnssinii battalions, pierced tlicm, niid brought back 
iiiuiieroiis prisoncrs nnil giuiis. 

u The siipcriority of the Frencli cavalry iiii(1cr the Enipire resulted froiii 
tlic linppy iisc of niasscs. Tlie cavaliy of tlie Allies was inferior to it, 
cspccinlly ‘by reason of tlic systcm of dispersion iniposed upon it nnd tlio 
iirglcct of tlic lessons of Frcclciick 11. 

On the first of Jnimary, 1814, tlic French nniy iiuiiihercd 71,012 
iiien, 48,682 iiifnntiy, 15,478 cnvally, G,852 nrtil1ci.y. Tlic cnvnlry was 
thcrcforc tlic foiirtli of tlic cffcctire of the infantry, atid vic OW tlic podi- 
gions spoil v;on nt that cpocli to its strength ant1 vei-y suiperior qiiality.” 

battalions and captains of companies in thc cmplopient of their troops, and following out 
the scheme of the battle as prcconccrted. Tho general8 of armlcs will scarcely have mom 
to do than supcrintcnd tlie general diapositione of tbc plan, and take m a n s  to ohvinto 
accidents. After having laid down liis plaii of battle, the gcncral-in-chief will become 3 
simplc spectator and observer; a11 Ilc can do is to bc rcady to interpoac at the proper 
time, and in tlie proper placc. I t  can scarcely be cxpcctcd from him, at tho preacnt day, 
to take adwntage of any faults committed by his antagonist, as of old. The chief work 
will be done, if done at all, by his subordinates of all degrca, r h o  will now be rcquircd 
to be masters of their art, full of depth and penetration, and, above all, endowed with 
tlic faculty of being always able to appreciate the march of ercnts on a field of bnttlc. 

retreat iiiny diatigc tlic aspect of nrnirs completely. 

Tlic Spnninrds lost 4,000 prisoncrs and 20 giuiis. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

"Q
ue

en
's

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 L

ib
ra

ri
es

, K
in

gs
to

n"
] 

at
 1

1:
50

 0
2 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

5 



495 

Tim iiiiniediate result of this lkport and its conscqncnt dcliLcratioiis was 
aiiiall bnt most coni~ireliciisivc book of instniction, cnrrjiiig out thc salient 

siiggcstion, nanicly, tlic irrtliciducil ti*rhzkg of thc horseman, thc ridcr nnrl 
his lioi'sc. It is ciititlcd hfritcfioiz Procisoirc sw lc Trcivnil Int7ividd 
c~nizs 2a Cilcalerie--" Prodsioiial Iiistimtioii for tlic Inclividnal Training 
of tlic Cadry." 

'' TVliat constitutes tlic triic liorsciiinii for tlic purposes of wnr is, bcsidcs 
liis sldll in tlic iisc of liis aimis, Iris rlcxtcrity in liiannging his liorsc at all 
its rntcs and on all sorts of groilnd, nnd conscqiiently obtaining from thc 
liorsc instant obedicncc in all iiioveniciits tlint niay bc rcasonably rcqiircil ; 
liciicc tlic ncccssity for practising tlic horscman and tho liorsc in siicli con- 
ditions that both may be nblc to niect all tlic csigciicics of nnr-sci.licc. 

'( This individual training ~ 1 1  tlicrcforc linrc for its chief objcct tlic in- 
proveincnt of tlic ridcr in tlic managcinciit of liis Iiorsc, to Iiabituntc thc 
horses to scparatc from cncli otlicr, nnd instantly to obey tlic will of the 
r i c h  

' 6  The. dispositioiu: of this iiistructioii arc not npplicable to the mero 
rccrnit, wlio at  tlic comnienccinciit of his training finds alrcady so miicli 
dificuilty in undcrstanding and pcrfmning.al1 that hc is taught ; bnt om 
lcssoii a t  lcnst a-nccl:, in addition to tlic linbitunl cscrciscs, niust bc 
devoted to miiiiiastics, military leaping, nnd tlic ~ar ions  cscrciscs adapted 
to ciisiirc tlic suppling of tlic body. 

'' Tlic facility, tlic correct pcrfoixiailcc of tlic wdiolc systciii, dcpclids en- 
tirely on thc long practice of tlic indi~diinl trniiiiiig; nitlioiit it tlic tactical 
powvcr of tlic ca~al iy  rcniains stagnant and inert in tlic hands of its lcadcr ; 
i~ i t l i  it that poi~cr may bc iiifiiiitcly devclopctl. Tlicrcfore in this instruc- 
tion tlic liorsanan is lcd progrcssiwly through n Tniicty of iiiovcnionts 
inorc niid inorc daring, and the training, by its vciy difliciilty, clc\-clops tlic 
ciicrgy of thc mcn, ronscs tlicir vinrliirc instincts, and gircs tlic army skil- 
ful, solid, ndwiturous-in onc i~ord-good liorsemcn for tlic piiiyoscs of 

'6 By niastering the trite principles of tlic training and prcacntiiig them 
in x propcr orclcr to tlic intclligcncc of the incn, tlicrc is nothing that con- 
stitntcs a-p-ari-ior nliicli may not bc tauiglit thcni. Tlic officcr-instriictors 
will tlicrcforc find in tlic iiiipro\-cincnt of tliis iii(1ividiu-d training n coiistniit 
stinidits to tlicir special stndics, and iiaw tlic satisfaction of ghing to o w  
rcgimcnts liorscnicn wortliy of tlic Iiainc." 

This little book, full of work ho~crcr ,  witli its twrciity-six bcnutifiil 
ldatcs, is'rcll wortliy of o w  consideration with n \ i c r t o  its adoption and 
application to o m  cavnlry. 'J3c niownicnts, cspccinlly tho ncm oiics, arc 
a11 calciilatcd to ciisiirc tlic efforts of tlic cnvalicr by thcir bcnutifiil design, 
iinposing adranccs, splcndid trlieels in every possible \-aiiety, ,a grand affair 
cniphatically tcrnicd tlic Cai-ionscl, and n powrcrfiil coliimii movcment per- 
fcctly rcscmbling and callcd tlic Cross of 3Zaltn.* 

I . ,  1 l A I K l N G  AND TACTICS 01' (hLVALlC1'. 

It lags dowwii tlic ohjcct of tlic training as fol1ons:- 

\Tar. 

* It should bc stated that tlic Frcncli aqiduously practisc tlicir cawlry to  matieuvrc 
in the inverted order. Tlic cwx arc frcqucnt in war whcrc the natural ordcr of forma- 
tion xvould bc either most dangerous, or attcndctl with tho 10s of precious time. For 
instmec, in the p s g c  of a defile forward, tlic cavalry may bavo to form line bg a procca- 
sional moremeut on onc sidc as vicll a3 the other: it must tkercforc bc accustomed to 
manmuvro in the inverted order, so as not to hcsitato on such an important occasion, in 
wliick success depends upon rapidity of execution. Manmnres in tlie inverted ordcr, 

2 r, 2 
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496 Tn‘iIxIs(; -\XI> T.lCTlCS 01; CAVALKY. 

11s ciltlt.i\viilg tllc carnlry nit11 iiiobility aiid rapidity, nnd p1:wiiig it iii 
tlic Ilall(1s of a conilietciit coiiiiiiaiidcr, it Iccoiiics iiidccd n foriiiidnllc ar~ii, 
of tlic lutmoat iiiiliortaiicc in tlic field of battle. I n  tlit! twinltliiig of an 
eye, c;lynIry 112s f r q c n t l y  cl~niigcd . n dcspcratc conflict into glorious 
victory. Strokes of power, strokes of audacity, strokes of genius, arc tllc 
slvxi:il mid Iicciiliar csploits of cavalry, says Guibcrt ; and General Xnrbot 
rcinincls 11s tlint i t  is often a t  tlic \-cry moiiicnt in  battlc wlicii all seems 
lost, that a brave cnvalry finds its bcst opportunity for winning distinction, 
by. boldly riisliing iipoii tlic enemy n t  n momcnt nhcn Iic cnii t c  easily 
conqiiered, prcciscly for tlic reason that lie nlrcncly tliinks liimself i-ictorions. 
Tlius, nt 3inrcng0, 600 Iio~cnien, led by I~elleii~iann, poiiiing donn 
furiously on tlic h s t r i n n s  a t  tlic monicnt of tlicir grcntcst SIICCCSS, iuttcrly 
stuniicd tliciii by tlic vigoiir of thc attack, picrcccl them on scvcrnl points, 
niiLcoiitribntct1 by this brilliant cliargc to siintcli from them a iictoiy of 
diicli tlicy had bclic-icd tlicniselvcs nssiurcd. 

Sucli, then, arc tlic views aiid corisidcrations xhicli liar0 directed tlic 
rcccnt iiiipronnicnts in  tlic Frciicli cn-ra-nlrr, irhosc rcsuIts hnvc been most 
iatisfnctorily clemonstrntcd a t  tlic cnnip of Ch?1 ‘l 0115. 

Coloiiel tlic Baron d’Azcuur complctcly cs~~rcsscs  tlic opinion of tlic 
gciicrals of liis coiintrj- in  tIic folloming a\-crincnt : Werc i t  pcrniittcd 
to raisc for a monwnt tlic i d  t l in t  liidcs tlic futnrc of tlic cai-dry, WC arc 
pcrsiiatlcd tlint wc slinll scc its destinies cnlnrgcd. Yes, that is OW con- 
Tictioil. Ilciiccf~rtli the only part tlint tlic cnvalry irill play i n  thc field of 
battle will Ic to strilto dccisim blows, to fiilminate, to anniliilnte tlic enemy. 
Iii battle, eavnlr1 will nppcar l i lx  liglitiiing; its action will be ns tcrriblc 
as it irill be irnforesccn ind unespccted ; it d l  warrant niorc than crcr 
tlint aiicient and poetical qiinlification of the Bible--n IioGa-storm : yrocelln 
cp?stris.” 

l l ic Frcncli 11aw got the start of 11s-as in c x q t h i n g  elsc-in thcir 
cat-alg iniproycincnto. tnkc 
action ” in  this most iiiipcrative writ and prcpnrntion, ~vithoiit mi t ing  for 
tlic stern mid ciiiel lcsson of oiir lial~itual nnd proverbin1 tcaclicr- 
DISASTEC. 

xdiicli we should avoid aa much as possible in the infantry, must be familiar to the 
cavalry, which ha3 frequently to form with the rapidity of lightning on the flanks and 
forwrd, rvlictlier it be riglit J r  left in front. I t  would lose all its advantages if the in- 
conveniences of the inverted order could fetter its movements. If, for instmce, on 
debouching froni the defile it liad only rooni to deploy on the right of the infantry, it 
should-in order to form as rapidly as possible-esecute the manmuwe by inversion on 
the left into line, supposing it came up riglit in f p t  ; but,if it  Le not accustonied to this 
movement, it xs-ould be dangerous to perform it for the first time under fire. Consequently 
the commander ~voulcl have to continue his mrc l i  until his v;hole column is unmaslied 
and form to tlic left in line ; and, if he has a battery or the enemy‘s cavalry on liis 
flank, it i3 probable that lie will not execute tho nianmuvre without disorder: at all 
events hc will Iiave lost tiuic, which i j  always disastrous. It is, therefore, very essential 
that tlie cavalq shoulcl be practised in forming line in tlic invertcd aa well i19 in tlic natu- 
ml order. JIany troops have rcccived nohblc cIiecIis by not being able to figlit in the 
inverted order ; the Sewn Tern’ War gircs several examples.’ Decidedly our infantry 
should Le practised in tlicsc inversions, as they may be needed. ,The new French batta- 
lioii drill insists upon their importance. 

It rcninins to bc &cell wlietlier J‘FC slinll 

See ‘‘ Ecolc de Elataillon,” pp. 117 and S4. 
Ccncral Dnfour, till sup? .  
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