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Abstract. This article examines the role of digital technologies in teaching English through 

the integrated skills approach. In contemporary language education, digital tools have become an 

essential component of effective teaching and learning. The integration of reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking with digital technologies creates interactive, communicative, and learner-

centered classroom environments. Digital platforms, multimedia resources, online applications, 

and virtual communication tools enable learners to practise English in meaningful contexts and 

develop communicative competence more effectively. The article discusses the pedagogical value 

of digital technologies, their influence on integrated skills development, and practical ways of 

applying them in English language classrooms. 
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Introduction 

In the modern system of English language education, the main objective is not only to teach 

grammatical structures or vocabulary, but also to develop learners’ ability to communicate 

effectively in real-life, academic, and professional contexts. For this reason, the integrated skills 

approach has become an important direction in English language teaching. This approach 

combines reading, writing, listening, and speaking within one lesson or learning process. At the 

same time, digital technologies have significantly changed the nature of language teaching.  

Online platforms, interactive applications, video materials, podcasts, digital dictionaries, 

learning management systems, and communication tools provide new opportunities for developing 

language skills. When digital technologies are combined with integrated skills instruction, learners 

can receive language input, interact with others, produce written and oral responses, and evaluate 

their own progress. Therefore, digital technologies serve not only as supplementary tools, but also 

as pedagogical instruments that support meaningful communication and active language use.  

The use of digital technologies in English language teaching is closely related to 

communicative and learner-centered approaches. Communicative language teaching emphasizes 

the practical use of language in meaningful interaction. Digital tools support this process by 

creating authentic or semi-authentic communicative situations. The integrated skills approach is 

based on the idea that language skills should not be taught in isolation. In real communication, 

learners usually use several skills together. For example, they may watch a video, discuss its 

content, read related information, and write a reflection. Digital technologies make this process 

more natural and effective because they provide multimodal input through text, audio, image, and 

video.  
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 From a pedagogical point of view, digital technologies support the development of 

communicative competence, digital literacy, learner autonomy, and motivation. They also help 

teachers organize differentiated instruction according to learners’ levels, needs, and interests. 

Main Discussion 

Digital technologies play an important role in teaching English through integrated skills 

because they create opportunities for authentic communication. Through online videos, podcasts, 

digital texts, and interactive tasks, students can develop listening, reading, speaking, and writing 

skills in a connected way.  For example, a teacher may use a short educational video as the starting 

point of a lesson. Students first watch and listen to the video, then read a short text related to the 

topic. After that, they discuss the main ideas in pairs or groups and finally write a short summary 

or opinion paragraph. In this lesson, all four language skills are integrated through digital content.   

Another important advantage of digital technologies is learner engagement. Traditional 

lessons may sometimes be passive, especially when students only read a text or complete grammar 

exercises. However, digital tools encourage participation through quizzes, online discussions, 

collaborative writing, presentations, and multimedia projects. As a result, learners become more 

active and responsible for their own learning.  Digital technologies also improve vocabulary 

acquisition. When learners encounter new words in videos, online texts, listening materials, and 

interactive exercises, they understand vocabulary in context. Moreover, digital flashcards, online 

dictionaries, and vocabulary applications help students revise and practise new words regularly.  

In addition, technology supports writing development.  

Online platforms such as Google Docs, learning management systems, and collaborative 

writing tools allow students to write, edit, comment, and revise texts. This process helps learners 

improve accuracy, coherence, and organization. Writing becomes not only an individual activity, 

but also a collaborative and communicative process.  Speaking skills can also be improved through 

digital technologies. Students may record audio or video responses, participate in online 

discussions, prepare digital presentations, or communicate through video conferencing platforms. 

These activities help learners improve pronunciation, fluency, confidence, and interactional 

competence. 

Reading skills are developed through digital texts, online articles, e-books, and interactive 

reading tasks. Digital reading materials often include visual support, hyperlinks, glossaries, and 

comprehension exercises. These features help learners understand texts more effectively and 

connect reading with speaking and writing tasks. 

Listening skills are supported by podcasts, videos, online lectures, and audio materials.  

Digital listening resources expose learners to different accents, speech rates, and 

communicative contexts. This is especially useful in foreign language classrooms where students 

may have limited exposure to authentic English outside the classroom. 

Practical Implementation 

A technology-based integrated skills lesson should be carefully planned. The teacher 

should select digital materials that are appropriate for learners’ language level, age, interests, and 

educational objectives. The activities should be logically connected and should lead students from 

input to output.  

For example, on the topic “Environmental Problems,” the lesson may be organized in the 

following way. First, students watch a short video about pollution.  
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Then they read a short online article about environmental protection. After reading, they 

discuss the causes and solutions of environmental problems in groups. Next, they prepare a short 

digital presentation or write a paragraph suggesting possible solutions. In this lesson, listening, 

reading, speaking, and writing are integrated through digital technologies. Students do not simply 

receive information; they analyze, discuss, and produce their own ideas. This makes the learning 

process more meaningful and communicative. Another example can be a lesson based on “Healthy 

Lifestyle.” Students listen to a podcast about healthy habits, complete an online quiz, read a short 

digital text, discuss their own habits, and write a personal health plan. Such activities help learners 

use English for practical purposes. 

Pedagogical Benefits 

The use of digital technologies in integrated skills teaching has several pedagogical 

advantages.  

First, it increases learners’ motivation because digital materials are often visual, interactive, 

and connected with real-life communication. Second, it supports learner autonomy, as students 

can practise English independently through online resources. Third, it provides immediate 

feedback through quizzes, applications, and online assessment tools.  

Moreover, digital technologies allow teachers to differentiate instruction. Stronger students 

can complete more challenging tasks, while weaker students can use additional support such as 

subtitles, vocabulary lists, models, or repeated listening. This makes the learning process more 

inclusive.  

Technology also encourages collaboration. Students can work together on online projects, 

shared documents, presentations, and discussion forums. Through collaboration, they develop not 

only language skills but also critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving abilities. 

Challenges 

Despite its advantages, the use of digital technologies may present some challenges. One 

challenge is the lack of technical resources or internet access. Another problem is that students 

may become distracted by non-educational content. In addition, some teachers may need further 

training to use digital tools effectively.  

Therefore, technology should be used purposefully, not randomly. The teacher should 

choose digital tools according to lesson objectives. Digital technologies should support 

communication and skill integration, not replace the teacher’s pedagogical role. 

Conclusion 

Digital technologies play a significant role in teaching English through integrated skills.  

They create meaningful opportunities for combining reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking in one learning process. Through multimedia resources, online platforms, interactive 

applications, and collaborative tools, learners can develop communicative competence, 

vocabulary, fluency, writing accuracy, listening comprehension, and reading ability. 

The integration of digital technologies with language skills makes English lessons more 

interactive, practical, and learner-centered.  

Although some challenges exist, effective planning and purposeful use of technology can 

make the teaching process more productive. Therefore, digital technologies should be regarded as 

an important pedagogical resource in modern English language teaching. 
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