Forging a Federation:
The FedOSC Approach to Open Science and RDM
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Five figures gather around a softly lit table.

Before them lies a map of Belgium. The universities glow in familiar patterns, their
light structured and widely visible. But across Brussels, within the FSls, especially
the Art & Doc cluster, there is a different kind of light.

Not absent, not dim, but diffuse, embedded, and less easily captured by existing
maps.

These are not gaps. They are places where knowledge is created, interpreted,
and preserved in ways that do not always align with the dominant systems of
research visibility.

The figures understand this. They are not asking, “How do we bring light

there?”, they are asking: “How do we better see, support, and connect the light
that is already there?”
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"é‘hﬁéb changes, but not by adding light. By changing how light is recognized.
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What was once diffuse becomes connected, not because it was weak, but because it is
now acknowledged on its own terms. The figures now know: their role is not to
illuminate. It is to make space for different forms of knowledge to be visible, legible,
and supported without being reduced.
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