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Copyright
constraint
author

OntoGadda turns
copyright
constraints into a
research method
by using archival,
library, and
correspondence
metadata to make
Gadda’s
documentary and
creative universe
explorable
without exposing
protected texts or
archival materials
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CASE STUDY

By taking space
as the
cornerstone of
analysis, the
project models
the entire
trajectory from
archive to work to

reception: it
connects the
author’s

documentary and
creative
laboratory with
the narrative
construction of
space in the text,
and with the
critical traditions
that interpret,
support, and
reframe that
construction.
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Semantic
Atlas of
Gadda’s
Narrative
Space

GaddAtlas studies
how space is
constructed,
transformed, and
made meaningful
within Gadda’s
fiction, by
combining close
reading, semantic
modelling, and
interactive
visualization to
turn narrative
places into
interpretable data
structures

— PROJECT ATH
Working with a copyright-constrained author
THE CORE PROBLEM

What do we do when working on an author sill under copyright? We shift from the works
themselves to data extracted from publicly accessible, non-protected materials.

OpenGadda aggregates four types of copyright-free sources into a single interconnected

archive spanning Gadda's entire literary life (1893-1973).

LTBRARY ARCHIVE
2.836 736

Personal volumes, 1453-1973 MSS across 7 institutions
LETTERS BIBLIOGRAPHIES
2.050 3.356

71 correspondents Primary + critical studies

All records derive from catalogues, finding aids, and bibliographic databases — no copyrighted content

reproduced.

9.092

TOTAL RECORDS

6.405

CROSS-LINKS

LIIBRARY

rico: RecordResource

— INFRASTRUCTURE & INTERFACE

From Excel spreadsheets to a unified web archive

© Search across the entire archive
434 2.922
Bib pimaria Personale Bib secondaria
2.050
Episwlario Manoscrici 15 lingue
6 Thematic &
. chronological I
CROSS-CONNECTIONS Sh
Network - Timeline PDF access.
[ AW oaTh sovece
Excel spreadsheets
All 9.092 reco from band-curated .xlsx files — the backbone of the e
before web pu
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CORRESPONDENTS

PICTURE

INSTITUTIONS

[LIBTTER

rico: RecordResource

rico: RecordResource

ga:assertsinterpretation

ga: Spatial TransformationAssertion

kga Spatiallnterpretation

NARRATIVE ROLE
ga: Marker

ga: Imported

SPATIAL DETERMINATION
ga: Approximate

SHADOW AND DEPTH
Separation from the basemap

GaddAtlas

TAL META-ARCHIVE

O}
STATUTO DI REALTA
QO mported (real) /o
O  Transformed (narrative) /
() Imagined (altered) CHAPTER 6 Cl:”iPTERSO
7 ~ T —

(3 Invented (invented)

— RUOLONARRATIVO

—  Setting (relevant place)
—  Marker (backdrop)

——  ProjectedSpace (imagined)
==+ Route (path)

== ZoneOfAction (area)

DETERMINAZIONE SPAZIALE

[ Precise (clear map)

[T Approximate (blurred map)
Relative (schematic map)

Indeterminate (abstract)

— DATA VISUALISATION
Archive explorer — network € timeline
Navigate by work or by year. Click left / right on the canvas to cycle through major works —
satellites show connected documents by category.

ARCHIVIO INTERATTIVO
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Quer pasticciaccio ~ click canvas ~
6 - opera eyele works

15 1893-1973

LANGUAGES

GADDA'S LIFETINE

©DMostra Cantieri Gaddiani

rico: RecordResource

cito: Supports
- ]
LADISARMONIA
PRESTABILITA
rico: RecordResource
@ via
Via Appia
m CAP. VIII VIA
[l
CHAPTER 9 I santi, poi, cosi carichi di tanti doni

del Signore, neppur loro potrebbero
- difettare del dono indispensabile dei
piedi: e tanto meno que’ due, che
camminaron I’Appia insino a Babylon,
verso la decollazione o la crucifissione
a capo gill.

— Quer pasticciaccio (Garzanti), p. 197

Opera:  Quer pasticciaccio (Garzanti)
Capitolo / Scena: Cap. Vil
Occorrenze nel testo: 1

Coordinate 41.807604, 12.578951



