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1 Introduction 2  Methodology

Figurative language is central in literary studies, yet it The proffered methodology consists of the following main steps:
remains elusive to systematic analysis in natural texts. * Processing literary texts in order to extract the figurative language.
Approaches to the study of figurative language usually treat it e Classification of the figurative instances into distinct conceptual semantic domains.
as isolated instances rather than as an interconnected whole, e Network analysis of topics co-occurrence models interactions among figurative domains.
making it unsatisfactory for literary analysis. * Detecting patterns in the network of figurative language centring on a focal metaphor.
* Clustering a literary corpus based on configurations of the focal metaphor.
Research question: * Tracing semantic shifts in figurative language across individual literary works.

* How can figurative language be operationalized for literary
studies as a structured system?
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* Comparing the play’s main topics with the body politic’s main topics,

and calculating a score based on the topics’ aggregated rankings. e life's cycle
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Entire Play - Main Topics Body Politic - Main Topics
Topic 1 Topic 2 | Topic 3 Score Topic 1 | Topic 2 | Topic 3 4 Results
Anatomy | Violence | Nature 0.593 | Violence | Emotions Nature e Clustering 23 early modern English tragedies on the basis of the plays’

normalized score into three classes: Divergence, Negotiation, Alignment.
* Discovering recurrent patterns of topic configurations in each class.
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-~ | Charaqtg(Trai‘t Social Relations * Returning to close readings of the select plays, developing interpretations
Spggal ‘ ¢ informed by the distant reading, and assessing existing interpretations.
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5 Conclusions
Macbeth 0.16203 Negotiation

* The methodology operationalizes figurative language for literary analysis.

* Differentiates tragedies on the basis of the body politic metaphor.

e Utilizes distant reading to develop new literary interpretations. King Lear 0.593 Alignment
Future Work: Improving the methodology by adding features to the analysis,
as tenor and vehicle directionality, abstract and concrete domains, and others.

Sophonisba 0.80441 Alignment
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