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Wartime medical education faces a number of systemic challenges. Medical
universities are experiencing a severe shortage of applicants, both international and
domestic. Under conditions of predominantly distance learning and the rapid devel opment
of Al-assisted tools, knowledge assessment has become difficult. Lenient treatment of
students during training leads to a high percentage of failures to meet the minimum
passing threshold of the "Step" (“Krok™) licensing exams. There are also significant
limitations in students' acquisition of practical skills.

According to Turkmen S. et al. (2024) [1], approximately 80,000 international
students from 155 countries studied in Ukraine before the full-scale war, the vast majority
of whom were medical students. However, the war caused an interruption in their
education and forced many to leave the country.

According to Lymar L. et al. (2025) [2], 84 % of medical students in Ukraine use
artificial intelligence for academic purposes, and 51 % admitted to cheating during tests.
According to Borysenko A. et al. (2025) [3], the number of students admitted to take the
"Step-2" exam increased from 112 in 2023 to 252 in 2024, but the mean score significantly
decreased from72.0t061.1 (p<0.001). The decline in academic performance is closely
related to the ongoing war in Ukraine (2022-2026). According to Korda M. et al. (2025)
[4], 62.5 % of students have symptoms of distress, 59.6 % experience anxiety, and 58.8%
experience depression, which directly affects their ability to learn.
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