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Dr. Hueppe, in a recent work, has undertaken to 
find a common ground on which the two theories may 
meet. His concpption is that the cholera bacillus may, 
like mo�t pathogenic bacteria, exist in the saprophytic 
state. Frankel has detlJOnstrated that it finds in the 
superficial layers of soil the necessary conditions of 
temperature, that it resist� desiccation and putrefac­
tion and the rivalry of other species. 

It leaves the soil not matured, as Pettenkofer claims, 
hut vig"oro1]s and capable of resisting the action of I he 
gastric juice when, by deglutition of saliva, respira­
tion, drinking water, or alimentary substances. it has 
real'hed the stomach. It develops in the intestinal 
canal, producing the toxic agents that impart to cho­
lel'a its frightful character. When it leaves I he human 
ol'!.l"anislll it ceases to be infectious, and recovers its viru­
lence by contact with the air or in the soil. If air and 
oxygen are dpficient, the germ perishes. If both are 
present in small quantities, it can lead an aerobic exis­
tence at the expense of the materials it encounters. 

GOLD AS A THERAPEUTIC AGENT. 
By C. J. S. THOMPSON. 

A popular rewedy largely used in Continental 
countries was known as General La Motte's drops, and 
consisted of aurate of awmonia dissolved in nitric 
acid, and dil uted with rectified spirit. It was 
regarded as a sovereign remedy in more senses than 
one. 

The bromide of gold has been recently prescribed 
by several wedical men ill cases of epilep�y with suc­
cess. It is given in doses of one-sixteenth to one-tenth 
of a grain. So it is quite probable we Juay �ee gold 
again come into use in medicine, and its preparations 
once more on the shelves of the pharwacy.-Phanna­
ceutical Journal. 

AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION. 
MR. C. 8. RICE, of Lowville, N. Y ., writes as follows 

ill the Rural New-Yorker: 
Thero are no deserted farms in this vicinity, but 

many farmers have the spirit of deserters, and are 
ready to join in the general cry about the low prices of 
dairy products, and the depreciation in value of farm­
ing lands. Perhaps it may be well to recall sotlJe ear­
lier experiences, and inquire whether the former days 
were really better than these. 

THE use of gold as a medicinal agent is of consi- During the war, and for years after its close, high 
derable antiquity, dating back to a very early period, prices prevailed through depreciation in the value of 
and like mercury, whose action it much resembles, the paper money when compared with gold, the real 
it was accounted of great value .by the alchemists of standard. As no oue wishes or expects a return of 
old. civil war, it would be useless to institute a comparison 

Centuries ago, both prefJious metals and stones were between that period and the present. A state of war 
credited with wonderful healing properties, and the is Jlot a normal one, and our country is still suffering 
diamond, the sapphire, ruby, and amethyst were Sl1 p- frOln fts evil effect.s. In sympathy with the premium 
posed to have llIarvelous virtues. The apothecaries on gold, farmi-ng lands advanced in price frolll 50 to 100 
of the seventeenth cpntury used it largely as a stimu- per cent., and farlllers who had possessed real capital 
lant, also in the treatment of epilepsy, and it entered to the amount of $5,000 suddenly advanced in appar­
as an illgredient into tlIany of their compound elixirs ent wealth to $8,000 or $10,000. SOllie sold their farlllS 
and other preparations. and retired from business. Others continued farming 

Culppper, in his Physician, says: "Gol(l is temperate and paid debtR while the inflation lasted. Nearly all 
in gravity. It wondelfully strengthens the heart and began a course of more expensive living:n keeping 
vital spirits. In cordials it resists melancholy, faint- with what was supposed to be greatly increased capi­
ings and swoonings, also fevers and falling sickness, and t,al, sure to produce a correspondilJg increase of in­
all such like infirmities, incident either to the vital or come. Custom has with many all the force of neces-
anilllal spirit." sity, and a return to the simpler ways and cheap liv-

An ancieut poet quaintly remarks: ing of forlller times is regarded as an illlpo�sihility; 
" For gold IS cordial, and that's the reason Through changes in the currency and competition with 

Your raking misers live so long a season." the large amount of cheap, fertile Western land lately 
brought under cultivatio[J, it cannot be denied that 

Down to the very early part of this century it was farws in New York have decreased in value until they 
included in most of the pharmacopOlias of Europe, are now worth no more than they were before the war. 
and was prescribed largely for syphilis. But like musk The general wail of farmers over the low price of 
and other expensive rewedies once frequently employ- farw products has accelerated this depreciation and 
ed in medical practice, the internal administration of forced the value below reasonable limits. They have 
the precious metal has alwost entirely dropped out of decried their own property by joining in the declaration 
use. that .. farming does not pay." It is true that if a wan 

The physiological actIOn of the salts of gold may bought high priced land several years ago, and it is 
easily be tested, and it is also stated to have dia- still heavily mortgaged, Ilis prospects are not very en­
phoretic properties. It was frequently used by me- couraging; but when there is little or no debt, a family 
dical wen fifty years ago in the treatment of syphilis, with a homestead farm, fairly well situated, need not 
lIlany of whom believed it superior to mercury in severe raise the question of val ue per acre. If t he fertility 
cases. of the soil has been mainta ined, ad vance or deprecia-

One of the oldest preparations of gold was known as tion in price is of no great importance to the perm a­
crocus solis, and prepar�d in several ways. The cro- lIent owner. 
cus solis of Germany was directed to be made by first If the present is compared with a former period, the 
making an amalgam, composed of one part of gold and 

I 
prices of farm products and the amount of necessary 

six parts of mercury, and triturati ng it w�th twic� its farm expenses are the principal items relevant to the 
weight of sulphur. It was then heated In a cruCIble inqniry. In the year 1833 the first cheese that found a 
till the mercury and sulphur became dissipated, and IlJarket beyond the liwits of the county was made in 
the gold remained in the form of a brown powder. Lowville. It was made from a dairy of 15 cows and 
Another method of preparation, also, was by precipi- was kept through the season. In the fall the dairy-
tation, as follows: man learned that his butter and chepse could be sold for 

R Divided gold ........ .................... q. s. cash i? RotIl:e, 42 miles distant. He accordingly loaded 
Acid nitro-hydrochlor ........ .... . ...... q. s. them Into hIS wagon and drew them to that warket, . and there sold the butter for 9 cents and the cheese for 

To dissolve the metal, dilut.e the acid solution with 5 cents per pound. He return ed home so well pleased 
twelve parts of water, then add a solution of potash with the result of his venture that he took measures to 
to excess. Wash and dry the precipitate thrown in�rease his dairy to 30 cows for the next year. He was 
down. for many years a successful dairyman and amassed 

A frequent old fashioned method of administering a quite a respectable fortune in the business. He and 
preparation of gold was by rubbing it into the gums his wife made every dollar that they possessed by the 
or over the tong'u�. labor of their own hands and brains, and, of course, 

Crocus solis formed the base of several preparat.ions, used good judgment in the wanagement of their 
such as Kornmann's panacea, in which it was combin- affairs. This fact is mentioned to show that the busi­
ed with hydrargyrurn sulphuret and oil of cinnamon, ness of dairying was more promising than any other at 
also golden hartshorn, that had great reputation as a that time. It is evident tha.t if this had not been so, 
cordial and sudorific, and was composed of crocus solis this wide awake man would not have engaged in it. 
and prepared hartshorn. Farmers had tried raising peppermint and distilling 

for $12 per month, and in 1850 for $13, and in 1861 for 
$15. The sallie class of help was hired this season for an 
average of $U, per month. This is an increase of about 
50 per cent. in the cost of hired help but fOI" 10 years the 
greater net profit on the potato crop alone, through 
better facilities for marketing the same, has llIore than 
paid the increase. Railroad freights are higher than 
they ought to be, and farmers justly complain; but 
potatoes raised on my farm la�t year brought 20 celJt, 
a bushel more than they would if the canal were the 
only available method of transportation. Of cou rse 
this view of the subject is wholly local and limited in 
its application; but it is  a matter of experience. Hired 
help is perhaps the only item of necessary expeme 
that costs more now than before the war. Coffee is 
higher, but it is not generally rpgarded as a necessity, 
and was hut little used in former tilues. It is also true 
that whisky is more costly, but I am happy to know 
that representative farmers have no use for that 
article. 

Farwers expend more for implements than formerly; 
but tools were never so cheap as at the preBent time. 
The opportunity to purchase and use labor-saving im­
plements and machinery is really a very great advan­
tage enjoyed by the farmpr of to-day. If he makes the 
best possible use of improved tools, alJd so cares for 
them as to secure their durability. grpater profit Illay 
be realized through this outlay. If the large amount 
paid out for tools is a disadvantage to the farmer, per­
haps he would better go back to the hand sClythe, the 
hand rake and grain cradle, to the hand fork for un­
loading hay, and the flail for thrashing grain, and give 
up the use of cultivators, improved harrows, grain 
drills and the whole catalogue of implements unknown 
to agriculture 50 years ago. 

In this vicinity well managed farms are as prod uct­
ive as they ever have been. Prices of farm products 
average higher t,han they did for a ppriod of 20 ypars 
before the war. Necessary farm expenses are not 
greater than they were then; but family and personal 
expenses are much larger, and herein is found the 
principal reason why farmers canlJot now save money 
as they formerly did. Comfort seems to require tlmt 
a farm houseshollld be carpeted throughout; but, after 
all, it is a necessity only as custom makes it such. FOI'­
merly if there were one spare room in the house awl 
that was carpeted, the requirements o f  custOllJ wpl'e 
fully met. That one carpet was usnally the handi­
work of the farmer's wife, and involvpd no cash expell�e 
except for carding the wool and buying coloring ma­
terial for the yarn. Time and space forbid that I 
should wore than mention the costly furniture, the 
splendid llJusical instruments, t.he fine carriages, 
sleighs and harnesses that illustrate a class of expenses 
which custom proclaims necessary to present farm life. 
While it may be neither dpsirable nor practicable for 
the young farmer to go back to the frugal habits and 
simple life of his father, it is I he height of folly to let 
fashion dictate expenditures of the class above men­
tioned beyond what assured income warrants. Enjoy­
ment of life does not necessarily depend on these things. 
The universal testimony of successful and wealthy far­
mers who have become such through years of toil and 
strict economy is that they enjoyed life as wpll during 
that period as subsequently when livillg in fine houses 
and in a far more expensive way. Farmers. as a class, 
are quite as well situated to enjoy life as the average 
of those engaged in other occupations, and their 
nUlllbers are such that when perfect combination is 
secured, their rights will be protected and they will be 
able to reap the full benefit of their toil. Meanwhile, 
by attending to hi!! business carefully, by breeding and 
keeping improved stock, by adopting the best methods 
of cultivation, and practicing strict economy, the farm­
er lIIay retain his home and add something to his capi­
tal each year. But the farmer who spends his time 
�houting that" farrnin' don't pay," that farms are all 
mortgaged, that farming land is not worth anything, 
in short, that agricultural bankruptcv is iJnpending 
over the whole country, will proba bly succeed in making 
himself quite unhappy and bringing about still further 
reduction in the value of his property. 

NOTES FOR CHEESE MAKERS. 

By JAS. W. ROBERTSON, Dairy COlllmissioner. 
CHEESE FACTORIES AND THEIR SURROUNDINGS. 

The stannate of gold, well known as the purple of oil from it, but after a considerable amount had been 
Cassius, was formerly prescri bed internally, to be taken expended in building stills, and one or two crops had 
in progressive doses of .. itr to 1 grain, from � to 1 grain been sold at a fairly remunerative price, it was found 1. Thepresent, not next week, will be thc be�t tiwe 
being also recommended to be rubbed over the tongue. that there was an over-prod uction of oil and the busi- to spe that all the drainage facilities of the factory are 
The metal itself was uoed in the form known as divided ness was soon abandoned. About. the time of the in- adequate and in good working order. 
gold, made by forming an amalgam of mercury and traduction of cheese dairying, wool was largely pro- 2. Whey runs, spouts and tanks should be put into 
gold leaf, in parts of one to six, the mercury being duced here. Large flocks of sheep were kept on nearly sUClh order that leaking will be prevented. 
taken up by hot nitric acid, then dried, and the resi- all the farms in this vicinity. There was no market 3. If there be a leakage anywhere from floors, spouts 
dU1llIl pulverized. for lUutton, and as nearly all the sheep died a natural or tanks, which is not immediately preventable, pro-

Divided gold was administered in doses of � to 5 death, the only profit derived frow them was from the vision should be made at once for the drainage of the 
grains, daily, by rubbing on the gUIllS. It was used abo sale of the wool. waste, if only by shallow open trenches. A liberal 
to Jllake the sirup of gold, a preparation recommend- It is manifest that Mr. Bowen when he drew his first supply of lime and gypsum should be spread around 
ed in lotions for application to syphilitic ulcers. The cheeRe to Rome and received five cents per pound for such places. Don't fail to secure a barrel or two of 
forumla is given as follows: it, was engaged in the best paying business of that each, for use during the hot weather. 

D Id 24 ' day. Think of this, ye discouraged dairymen of to- 4. If the factory buildings are not painted and will :& ivided go .... .......... .... ... grams. 
day! F ive cents per pound for cheese after keeping it not be painted, get them whitewa�hed this month. If Silllple or gum sirup ................. 2; j. 
through the summer and drawing it 42 ruiles in a you cannot get that done by the proprietors or IIIana-Mix intimately. wagon with the mud in many places a foot deep, was gers, get perwis�ion and do the re�t yourself. A white-

The chloride of gold was once frequently ordered not a very great price ; but Levi Bowen, a man of washed curing room of imperfect construction can be 
in medicine, and usually given ill doses of to to ki sound sense and marked ability, came home from that kept 10 degrep,s cooler in summer than one not white­
of a, grain daily, and was also used in makIng the sale with a face radiant with smiles, and telling every washed. If the chpese bpcome injured, through excess 
pills. COlllbined with starch it formed the powder one'of his good fortune, went to his work with fresh of heat, neither the buyers nor the pat.rons will white­
of chloride of gold. The tinct ura auri was a some- courage and increased energy. From this slllall be- wash your reputation then, whether the blame belongs 
what expensive preparation, and made in the follow- ginning cheese dairying soon grew to be the leading to you or not. 
ing manner: industry of th" county and has continued to be such 5. Make the surroundings of the factory neat and 

for more than 50 years. Cheese was sold for five cents tidy. Plant a few trees and a great many flowers. :& Pure gold ...... .. . ...... .. . ..... .. . . . . . .. 3 j. in 1833 A fair dairy of cheese was delivered at Rome in 6. While keeping the outside of the prewises as Acid. nitro-hydrochloric . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . .  2; j. the year 1842 for $4.62 per cwt. In 1852 cheese sold for creditable to your taste and neat habits as possible, 
Dissolve and add 6� cents per pound. At no time previous to 1860 did make the inside to reflect still more your avprsion to 

01. rosmar ............. ... . ....... . ... ... 2; ij. milk wanufactured into cheese bring better net 1'1'-1 
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turns than it did last year. Eighty cents per 100 actory a t oroug C ealllllg an eep 1 In a sweet Set aside until the color of the acid disappears, then pounds of milk was about the average price received state all summer. add . by dairy men last year This is far better than the 7. Before the curing room contains any cheese, fUlui-Rectified spirit ....... .... . ........... 2; viiJ. average of the 20 years between 1840 and 1860. Beef gate it by burning some sulphur mixed in alcohol. 

The dose of this tincture was from 5 to 10 drops. was sold from my farm last year for a higher price than That will help to prevent the growth of mould on the 
Another form was aurate of amllJonia, known as was realized at, any time before 1860, and the price of outside of the cheese. 
aurum fnlwinaris. It was lIIade by prpcipitating divid- pork was above the average of 20 years previous to 8. The leisure hours of May, before the large flow of 
ed gold frolll solution in nitro-hydrochloric acid with that date. Colts have brought 50 to 100 per cent. milk is receh'ed, should be employed put1ling all the 
ammonia, and was prescribed as a diaphoretic. in doses more during the last four years than at any time be- apparatus, appliances, utensils and machinery into the 
of from three to six grains. It was used in the prepa- fore the war. Forwerly there was only a limited best of working order. 
ration of the balsalll of gold made by dissolving one market for potatoes, and they seldom brought more 9. Be sure that the making room floor is so well con­
part. of aurate of ammonia. iu four partl> of oil of than 20 or 25 cents per bushel in Lewis County. III structed and supported that it will not shake or 
juniper, 1840 a good farm baud could be bireu for eight montbs vibrate during the coagUlation of the milk. 
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