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Geography of Israeli Vineyards

® For a sm all c ountry, Israe l has a uniq ue  and  c om ple x varie ty of c lim atic and  ge om orphological zone s. Latitud inal, longitud inal, and  in m ountainous re gions, altitud inal d iffe re ntiation of the  clim ate , along 
with d iffe re nt hypsom e tric le ve ls, and  a varie ty of pare nt roc k type s, le ad  to the  id e ntification of se ve ral d istinct are as.
M ost of the  c ountry lie s within the  sub tropical zone . In the  northe rn and  c e ntral parts of Israe l, the  sub tropical c lim ate  is characte rize d  b y a c lassic M e d ite rrane an type  of pre c ipitation with the ir 
pre d om inanc e  in winte r. At the  sam e  tim e , the  southe rn part is arid  with a narrow se m i-arid  strip b e twe e n the m .
Com ple te ly d iffe re nt soils have  form e d  he re , from  Te rra Rossa, Re nd zina, and  b asaltic soils in the  sub hum id  m ountains of the  north to d e se rt soils in the  south arid  land s. M ost of the m  are  unsuitab le  
for agriculture .

Clim ate and soil

The  c ountry prod uc e s uniq ue  and  high-q uality wine s from  alm ost all known and  world - re c ognize d  varie tie s, growing in d iffe re nt re gions of the  c ountry, as we ll as b le nd s from  the m .
Am ong the  re d  varie tie s, the  m ost c om m on are  Bord e aux (Cab  Sauv, M e rlot, Pe tit V e rd ot, Cab  Franc), and  M e d ite rrane an (Shiraz/Syrah, Carignan, M ourve d re , Gre nashe , also Carignan, Pe tit Syrah).
Le ss c om m on varie tie s are  Barb e ra, Ne b iollo, Pinotage , Turiga National, Te m pranilo.
The  local re d  varie tie s are  Argam on, and  anc ie nt re vive d  autochthonous varie tie s, inc lud ing Bitunni, which is alre ad y use d  to prod uc e  wine s.
Am ong the  white  varie tie s, Chard onnay, Colom b ard , Sauv Blanc, Ge wurztram ine r are  the  m ost c om m on. To a le sse r e xte nt V iognie r, Che nin Blanc, M uscat, Rie sling, Roussane , Se m illion. 
The  re vive d  autoc hthonous varie tie s are  M aravi, Jund ali, and  Dab uki.

Most popular grape variations

'

V ine yard  altitud e s of 800-1100m  on the  foothills of a Quate rnary b asaltic plate au with 
e xtinct volcanic c one s. Hum id  and  sub hum id . Pre d om inantly b asaltic M e d ite ranian 
soils with a high tuff c onte nt.The  highe st altitud e  vine yard s.
Ac c laim e d  for its re d s Cab  Sauv, M e rlot, Syrah; and  white s Chard onnay, 
Ge wurztram ine r, Pinot Noir, Rie sling Joc hane sb urg, Sauv Blanc.

Golan Heights
U pper Golan

1 - Volcanic plateaus 

'

V ine yard  altitud e s ab out 400 -700m  on Plio - Ple istoc e ne   b asaltic c ove r. Se m i-arid .  
De e p c lay soils of volcanic origin.
Known for re d s M e rlot, M alb e c, Pinotage ; white s Ge wurztram ine r, M uscat
Cane lli, M uscat of Ale xand ria.

Lower Golan

2 - Flat basaltic plateau

'

 Karstic hilly upland .V ine yard  altitud e s ab out 500-720m  with a m osaic of  roc ky 
Te rra Rossa and  re nd zina, and  local alluvial soils. 
Known for re d s Cab  Sauv, Pe tit V e rd ot, Syrah, Cab  Franc; white s Sauv Blanc, 
Rie sling Jochane sb urg.

 Mountains region

U pper Galilee West

3 - Shom era Plateau

Sub hum id  with altitud e  c orre ction

' 4 - Tefen Plateau
' 5 - Kaziv basin

'

V ine yard  altitud e s of 600 - 850m  on e le vate d  carb onate  plate aus with a locally 
b asaltic cove r (Dalton, Ad m on, Alm a, Yaron). Com b inations of  Te rra Rossa, 
re nd zina, and  b asaltic soils. 
Be st known for re d s Cab  Sauv, M alb e c, Syrah/Shiraz, Pe tit V e rd ot, Barb e ra, 
ind e nge nous Argam on; white s Chard onnay, Sauv Blanc, Ge wurztram ine r, Pinot Gris.

U pper Galilee East

6 - Mount Godrim
' 7 - Mount Meron foothills
' 8 - U pper Am ud
' 9 - U pper Galilee Carbonate plateaus
' 10 - Middle Dishon
' 11 - Karstic valleys
' 12 - Naftali Ridge

Lower Galilee

Basaltic plate aus and  carb onate  hills. Sub hum id  and  Se m i-arid . V ine yard  altitud e s 
ab out 200 - 300m , with c om b inations of Te rra Rossa, re nd zina and  b asaltic soils. 
Ac c laim e d  for its white s Sauv Blanc, Che nin Blanc, Barb e ra; re d s Cab  Sauv, Argam on, 
M arse llane , Syrah.

' 13 - Zippori valley
' 14 - Mount Tavor
' 15 - Sirin Plateau

Central highlands

 V ine yard  altitud e s of 30-150m  in the  valle ys of Alona, Shfe ya, and  Dallya. 
Com b inations of Te rra Rossa and  re nd zina, and  alluvial soils with b asaltic fragm e nts.
Be st known for re d s Carignan, Shiraz, M e rlot, Argam on; white s Chard onnay, 
Colom b ard , Sauv Blanc, autoc hthonous Dab uki. Gilb oa plate au vine yard s at altitud e s 
ab out 300-500m with roc ky Te rra Rossa soils. Known for re d s Pe tit Syrah, M arse llane , 
Shiraz; white s Chard onnay, M uscat Cane lli, Sauv Blanc.

V ine yard  altitud e s ab out 400 - 800m  on e le vate d  plate aus and  slope s.  Com b inations 
of Te rra Rossa and  re nd zina soils. Be st known for re d s M e rlot, Cab  Sauv, Shiraz, 
Barb e ra; white s Chard onnay, Che nin Blanc, Pinot Noir.

Sam arian Hills

Northern spurs of the Sam arian Hills.

' 16 - Lower Carm el valley
' 17 - Gilboa Plateau

' 18 - Levelled uplands
' 19 - Shillo valley

V ine yard  altitud e s of 800-910m on te rrac e d  slope s and  in sm all 
valle ys. Rocky Te rra Rossa soils. Known for re d s Cab  Sauv, M e rlot, M alb e c, M arse llan, 
white s Che nin Blanc, Chard onnay, Ge wurztram ine r.

Beit-El Highlands

' 20 - Beit El Plateau
' 21 - South Atic terrase

V ine yard  altitud e s ab out 500-950m  on te rrac e d  slope s and  karstic plate aus,  with a 
m osaic of Te rra Rossa and  re nd zina soils. Ассlaim e d  for re d s Bord e aux, Syrah, 
Pe tit Syrah; white s Chard onnay, Sauv Blanc, Colom b ard , autoc hthonous M aravi.

Jerusalem  m ountans

' 22 - Ayalon
' 23 - Soreq
' 24 - Ella

V ine yard  altitud e s ab out 650- 900m , with a m osaic of Te rra Rossa and  re nd zina soils.
Be st known for re d s Bord e aux, M ourve d re , white s Chard onnay, Sauv Blanc, M uscat of Ale xand ria, 
Colom b ard . In the  ve ry south of the  re gion (Anim  valle y) vine yard s are  scatte re d  in the  c e nte r of the
 large st fore ste d  are a.

Hebron Highlands

' 25 - Hebron plateau
' 26 - Yata valley
' 27 - Anim  valley

Shfela
Broad  topographic ste p b e twe e n the  slope s of the  Je rusale m  m ountains and  the  Coastal plain.
V ine yard  altitud e s of 150- 400m  on slope s and  te rrac e d  flood plains. Pre d om inantly se m i - arid . 
Soils are  a c om b inations of Te rra Rossa, re nd zina, and   alluvial. Ac claim e d  for its re d s M e rlot, 
Cab  Sauv, Pe tit Syrah; white s Chard onnay, Che nin Blanc, Rie sling, Colom b ard .
Low lim e stone  hills of the  Guvrin valle y  (30- 60m  ) are  known for its re d s Bord e aux and  Pinotage .

Creek  Valleys
' 28 - Ayalon
' 29 - Soreq
' 30 - Ella
' 31 - Guvrin
' 32 - Yuval

Coastal plain
Kurkar rid ge s ( c e m e nte d  carb onate  sand stone  of e olian origin) and  slope s, flood lpain te rrac e s. 
Ge ne rally hot and  hum id .

Sharon

' 33 - Northern Hills
' 34 - Yark on valley

V ine yard  altitud e s b e twe e n 20- 130m with m osaic of Sand y soils, Re nd zina and  we ll d raine d  alluvial.
Be st Known for re d s Carignan, Pe tit syrah, Syrah; white s Colom b ard , Sauv Blanc, Chard onnay, 
M uscat Ale xand e r

Judean coastal Plain
V ine yard  altitud e s of 40 - 90m  on flat surfac e s and  ge ntle  slope s, with a m osaic of loe ssial d ark 
b rown and  alluvial soils. Be st known for re d s Pinotage , Cab  Sauv, Syrah; white s M uscat Ale xand e r, 
Chard onnay, Sauv.Blanc.

' 35 - Ayalon
' 36 - Soreq
' 37 - Lachish
Negev coastal Plain

V ine yard s altitud e s of 90-200m  in sm all valle ys and  on footslope s, with loe ssial d ark b rown and  
alluvial soils. Known for re d s Cab  Sauv, Shiraz, Pe tit Syrah, M e rlot, M alb e k; white s Se m illion, 
Pinot Gris.

' 38 - Northern Gerar
' 39 - Besor plain

Northern Negev plateau

 Se m i- arid , vine yard  altitud e s of 200- 350m on plate aus and  sm all c re e k flood plains, with loe ssial 
sie roze m s and  alluvial soils. Known for re d s M e rlot, Barb e ra, M arse llan; white s Chard onnay, 
Pinot Gris, M uscat of Ale xand ria. Te rrac e d  vine yard s at altitud e s of 200 – 300m on the  ancie nt 
Agur – Nitzana d une s, arid  ste ppe  c lim ate , with loe ssial grave l and  sand y soils; irrigation with 
d e salinate d  se awate r.

' 40 - Be’er Sheva Valley
' 41 - Agur- Nitzana dunes

Northern Negev m ountains

V ine yard  altitud e s around  500m  on ge ntle  and  m od e rate  slope s, with shallow loe ssial sie roze m s.
Be st known for white s Che nin Blanc, M uscat Ale xand e r, Chard onnay; re d s M alb e c, Pe tit Syrah, Shiraz.

' 42 - Shualem  Valley
' 43 - Bok er Valley

Negev highlands

Arid  d e se rt c lim ate . V ine yard  altitud e s of 500- 800m  on sm all plains b e twe e n m ountain range s 
(alluvial fans), with loe ssial sie roze m s. Be st known for white s Che nin Blanc, Se m illion, Chard onnay, 
Colom b ard ; re d s Cab  Sauv, M e rlot, Syrah.

' 44 - Avdat Plateau
' 45 - U pper Zin

Southern Negev

Extre m ly arid .
V ine yard  altitud e s around  400m - 420m, with loe ssial sie roze m s on alluvial fans.
Known for re d s Shiraz, Cab  Franc; white s M uscat Cane lli, Sauv Blanc.
The  southe rnm ost vine yard  in the  country and  in the  e ntire  Northe rn He m isphe re . The  soil and  d e se rt 
clim ate  m ake  it possib le  to prod uc e  uniq ue  wine s that d iffe r from  those  of othe r c ountry re gions. 

' 46 - Ktura Valley

Judean m ountains

U ppe r b asins:

Lowe r Basins:


