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* 2003: “Between the dawn of
civilization and 2003, we only
created five exabytes of
information; now we’re
creating that amount every

SCALE OF THE two days” (agljgf.ed in Einav
DATA

and Levin 2

REVOLUTlON *2023: The world produced

and consumed approximately
120 zettabytes of data (IDC
and Statista 2024).
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DATA INTENSTIVE SCHOLARSHIP
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DATA AND SCHOLARLY
INFORMATION OUTPUT

4 MILLION RESEARCH PAPERS PRODUCED LAST YEAR in 2023,
ESTIMATED

CHALLENGES:
MAKING PAPERS AVAILABLE AND DISCOVERABLE

BUT WHAT IF THESE PAPERS ARE EACH DATA POINTS IN A
LINKED DATA SET?



CHOLARLY RECORD:

RECORD OF
RESULTS OF
ORGANIZED
INQUIRY




SCHOLARSHIP

SCIENTIFIC RECORD
HUMAN CULTURAL RECORD
HISTORICAL RECORD
ETHNOGRAPHIC RECORD

EVIDENCE BASE




CLASSIC KNOWLEDGE HIERARCHY
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Data Information Record
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Texas State Library and Archives Commission. “The Relationships Between Data, Information, and Records.”
The Texas Record. May 18, 2022.



KNOWLEDGE HIERARCHY: BIG DATA

KM Pyramid
Learning Organizational Learning Learning

4
Actionable /' Insight
'f 2

Intelligence ! / Analysis,
/ Sense Making

Wisdom/
Intelligence

W |

“‘lllk
: Social Networks, analytics
Big Data ‘ Big Data ‘, and weak filters

Machine Networks
IoT and IoT —and Automated Analysi

Other Sensors Other Sensors Tools and Systems




ECOSYSTEM MODEL OF COLLECTIONS

SCHOLARLY CULTURES
DOMAINS OF EVIDENCE

SCHOLARLY PUBLICS

KNOWLEDGE INFRASTRUCTURE









PROBLEM

l CLARIFI




THEPg
WITH

HUM
DATA

S

ITIES



VARIABLE DEFINITIONS AND
RESISTANCE TO DATA

FEW EMPIRICAL STUDIES OF
HUMANITIES IN PRACTICE

LACK OF GENERALIZABLE STATEMENTS
OF METHOD

NO COHERENT ‘HUMANITIES POLICY’



EMPIRICAL RESEARCH OBJECTS

INFORMATION--FACTS AND
STATISTICS--COLLECTED FOR
ANALYSIS

INFORMATION THAT CAN BE
PROCESSED BY A COMPUTER



THE DATA PROBLEM

“HUMANISTS—WHO HAVE LARGELY EXISTED ON THE
MARGINS OF MAJOR TRENDS TOWARDS MANDATORY
DATA SHARING THAT ARE TRANSFORMING RESEARCH
PRACTICES AND SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION IN
OTHER FIELDS—MUST NOW CONSIDER THEIR PLACE IN
THIS POLICY LANDSCAPE.”

----Ruediger, Dylan and Ruby MacDougall. "Are the Humanities Ready for Data Sharing?"



CONSOLIDATING DIGITAL WORKFLOW

Transcribe
I Translate

Collect

Identify

Analyze /
Interpret

A GENERALIZED HUMANITIES RESEARCH WORKFLOW

Publish

Fig. 1 “A gencralized humanities rescarch workflow.” It contains six
circles to represent the clements of the workflow. They are labeled
from left to right: Collect, Catalog, Transcribe/Translate, Identify, Ana-
lyze/Interpret, and Publish. The Collect and Catalog circles are enclosed

in a dotted box, which is meant to depict the functions typically asso-
ciated with libraries
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DIVERGENT RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES




COMPARATIVE RESEARCH
INFRASTRUCTURES




CONVERGING DATA PRESSURES

COLLECTIONS AS DATA
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ETHNOGRAPHIC FRAME: PRACTICE °

g WHAT DO HUMANITIES RESEARCHERS DO?

—1 WHAT DO HUMANITIES SCHOLARS DO
I‘/“ WITH DATA?




2  WHAT SCHOLARS DO IN PRACTICE?

4 REFLECTIONS ON PRACTICE

Q INTERPRETATIONS OF PRACTICE




HOW IS HUMANITIES DATA DEPICTED

4> INTERPETATIONS OF PRACTICE




MAPPING REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION

COMPARATIVE CASE STUDIES

SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS

(N=100)




PURPOSIVE SAMPLING

LINGUISTICS,
HISTORY PHILOSOPHY LITERATURES, ART HISTORY-
LANGUAGES ARCHAEOLOGY
RELIGIOUS MUSIC- MEIS).II_C-I::E?IA CULTURAL
STUDIES MUSICOLOGY STUDIES




REVIEW OF LITERATURE .

LANDSCAPE
SCAN 2K DOCUMENTS
MAPPING
SEARCH 2K DOCUMENTS
MAPPING

500 DOCUMENTS

REVIEW




MULTI-SITED DATA COLLECTION s
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HUMANITIES DATA AS A CONTENTIOUS
OBJECTS
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ETHNOGRAPHIC
SCENE:

Humanities Data in
Conversation
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Cultural Data

Distant Evidence

Humanities Analytics



- COMPOUND PROBLEM -

POLICY

POLICY PROBLEMS ARE
MISALIGNED WITH
PROBLEMS IN PRACTICE










REALIGNING \THE POLICY
_»PROBLEM
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