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Why?
How?



Why do EU, UNESCO, OECD 
and others ask for Open 
Educational Resources (OER)?



Works are protected by copyright

All works are protected by copyright
within the EU. Exceptions include works
where the copyright term has expired
(centuries after s.o. died)  or, in some
cases, official government works.

Protection arises automatically upon 
creation; the display of a copyright symbol
(©) is not mandatory. In the absence of an 
explicit statement to the contrary, all 
materials presented should be presumed to
be protected by copyright law. © 
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Copyrighted learning materials face usage
restrictions for teachers and learners

As a teacher you are not allowed* to adapt, modify, 
translate, update, personalise it, use it for AI, other 
formats for your teaching. 

You can do this for personal use only.
You may typically only cite parts of it.
Sometimes you are allowed to make paper copies.

* There might be differences in countries



Copyright is different in each country, 
which make it even worse.

Source, published under CC0





What do we need to do to
allow others to really ”use“* 
our work funded with public
money?

*including revision, adaptations, sharing, re-
publication, translation, uploading into an AI 
tool, even for commercial purposes?



So, funding agencies and international projects
ensure usage through open licenses

e.g. CC BY 4.0: Free usage, modification, attribution (BY) 
of copyright owner and license. 

e.g. CC BY-SA 4.0: free usage, modification, attribution
of copyright owner and license (BY), re-publishing 
under the same license („share alike“, SA)

CC-0: Free usage without any further contraints –
see „Public Domain“

Read more: http://creative.commons.org



Open licenses are legal instruments through which authors
can grant additional usage rights to the public beyond the
default restrictions of copyright

It is not about this icon. 
It is about the full contract text you find if you look for e.g. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecom
m
ons.o

rg/licenses/by/4.0/legalco
de.tr



EU, UNESCO, OECD and 
others ask for Open 
Educational Resources (OER) 
because …



CC0 (Sandra Schön)



Success Stories…

Once upon a time we had 
printed encyclopedia



Success Stories…
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All online courses  at 
the national Austrian 
MOOC platform 
iMooX.at use Creative 
Commons licenses.
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337769284_Seven_teaching_and_learning_scenarios_with_MOOCs
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337769284_Seven_teaching_and_learning_scenarios_with_MOOCs


Success Stories…

Published under CC0 
by Sandra 2013

Quelle: http://ascenicroute.com/about/
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speak/how-to-be-simple /

Quelle: via: http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4768e.pdf /
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Last Report: Ebner, M., Schön, S., Edelsbrunner, S., Hohla-
Sejkora, K., Mair, B., Nagler, W., Ruffeis, D., Grigoriadis, Y., 
Haiden, M., Haas, M., Janisch, S., Ladurner, C., & Ortner, C. 
(2026). OER an der TU Graz 09/2025: Vierter Bericht zu offenen 
Bildungsressourcen (OER) der Technischen Universität Graz. 
Graz University of Technology. https://doi.org/10.3217/wmr1f-
8k253

Success Stories…

OER Policy published in 2020
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How can we offer OER
as a European project?



Examples for EU project attribution

CC BY 4.0 International
PROJECT NAME, URL WEBSITE, PROJECT NUMBER
IF WISHED: Individual contributor(s), institution, year

A project can agree to use an open license for all learning
resources, all publications, or published materials such 
as websites.



Examples for EU project attribution

CC BY 4.0 International
PROJECT NAME, URL WEBSITE, PROJECT NUMBER
IF WISHED: Individual contributor(s), institution, year

A project can agree to use an open license for all learning
resources, all publications, or published materials such 
as websites.

This supports to detect re-use
later, e.g. to show impact of a 
project.
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What does the open licence
CC BY 4.0 allow?
All people/project partners/third parties:
• Free (Re-) Usage
• Modification (but description of needed), 

such as translations, other formats (videos)
• Commercial use
• Re-Publication
• ALWAYS WITH ATTRIBUTION (PROJECT)
• Please note: The copyright holder retains all 

copyright, even when applying an open 
license.

Source: Screenshot taken from  

https://digisetproject.eu/ /CC BY 

4.0, DigiSET (Erasmus+ 101249272)

Great Resources for Teachers!

https://digisetproject.eu/
https://digisetproject.eu/


Positive effects in international projects
• More usage, more copies, more views -> more 

impact (for project/funders)
• Sustainability, because updates are possible
• Clear framework for partners as well (not as 

complicated as discussing copyright for 
collaborative work, e.g. when people change)

• More exploitation possibilities for all
• In line with UNESCO/OECD/EU  

recommendations, Open Science strategies, UN 
SDG and inclusion acts



If a project opts for an open 
license, keep in mind
• All contributors need to consent to both the open license and the

attribution style
• Ideally, all materials are either original works by your team or

sourced from public domain or with open licenses. 
• Materials from unclear sources, with commercial licenses

(Stockphotos), several products (Canva) cannot be used
• The consent of persons portrayed in a photograph is required

prior to publication under a CC BY license. 
• Work contracts might need to be checked.

• OER knowledge in your team is a must!



Any questions?
These slides are available online:
https://doi.org/10.3217/dxpcz-t4r10

https://doi.org/10.3217/dxpcz-t4r10
https://doi.org/10.3217/dxpcz-t4r10
https://doi.org/10.3217/dxpcz-t4r10
https://doi.org/10.3217/dxpcz-t4r10
https://doi.org/10.3217/dxpcz-t4r10


How to learn more about
Open Educational
Resources?



Invitation for DigiSET members

Open Educational Resources (OER) 
for Practitioners
• Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2026
• Time: 09:00 – 12:00 (Vienna time / CEST)
• Speaker: Dr. Sandra Schön (TU Graz)
Essential Introduction for practitioners: A comprehensive, 
interactive session covering the core concepts of open licenses
and how to find and correctly use OER. For all who are interested
in further steps to gain the Austrian OER certificate for
practitioners will be described and offered (for free) optionally.



A MULTILINGUAL ONLINE COURSE 
FOR ALL AT IMOOX.AT: 
https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES!

MORE ABOUT THE UNITE! SEED FUND PROJECT
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/unite-
pioneers-open-science-and-multilingual-oer-courses
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