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question came to my house on the night of Sunday, Dec. 7th,
1879, in a very unsettled and excited state of mind, saying
that he was afraid he was going mad, as he had been seized
with a strong and almost overmastering desire to commit
suicide. Some years previously his shter, in a fit of suicidal
mania, had killed herself by leaping from a window ; and
while sitting with his wife and children the recollection of
her fate came suddenly upon my patient, and in a state
of great mental agitation he rushed out of the house. He
appeared to be a man of fair intelligence, and was a rigid
abstainer. I found on questioning him that he had been
annoyed while at work by his fellow workmen, and that he
was in the habit of exciting himself greatly over their sins
against temperance. He had also concerned himself about
matters that were far beyond his mental range, and, in a
word, he had worried his brain into such a state as to place
it at the mercy of every dangerous impulse that memory or
imagination might suggest. I prescribed twenty grains of
chloral. The next day I found him in bed, still very un-
settled, and, if anything, less coherent in his conversation.
He appeared to be very feeble, and his wife informed me that
he had fallen when he attempted to get out of bed in the
morning. I did not continue the chloral, but prescribed
arsenic and iron. Upon this he rapidly recovered his

strength, and, although his mind continued, in a sense,
weak and inactive for some days after, his general health
had been restored; it also gradually recovered tone and
strength, and when I last saw him, about two years after
his attack, he seemed to be quite sane.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Glasgow, April, 1883. ROBERT MACPHERSON, M. B.ROBERT MACPHERSON, M. B.

A CASE FOR GENERAL SYMPATHY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-May I venture to direct the attention of the medical
profession to the sad case of Dr. Hurford, the circumstances
of which are set forth at length in the annexed statement :

Cedric Herbert Hurford, M.D., B.A., Trinity College, Dublin, aged
thirty-four, filled the office of House-Surgeou for five years at Dr. Stilwell’s
Asylum, Hillingdon, and in 1880 he obtained an appointment in the British
Guiana Medical Service and, having married, proceeded to Demerara. At
the expiration of two years and a half, through the ill-enacts of the climate,
he became mentally deranged, was compelled to resign his appointment,
and, with his wife, to return to England. After three mon’hs’ detention at
Bethlem Hospital he apparently recovered and was discharged. sub-
sequently, with the assistance of friends, he furnished a house and purchased
a small practice; but soon again his mind gave way, and it became necessary
to place him a second time in Bethlem Hospital and to break up the re-
cently acquired home. The opinion of the medical men at the institution
is that he will never be fit for his work again. He and his wife are entirely
without means, and there are two children, one aged two years, and a baby
nine months. Dr. Hurford’s father has but a small Government pension,
three of his sisters earn their livelihood as governesses, while his wife has
only a mother with very limited means. It is proposed to raise a fund
which will, it is hoped, suffice to provide a home for the family upon
whom this crushing blow has fallen.

Dr. Hurford’s case has been brought before Earl Derby,
who has consented to refer it to the Governor and Council of
British Guiana, with the view of ascertaining if a special
grant can be made. The Colonial Otficp, however, point out
that the prospects of a grant of even ;E20 being made are not
good, because these appointments are conferred upon medical
men on the understanding that they have no claim for
pension, and in Dr. Hurford’s case much expense has already
been incurred by the colonial authorities. My excuse, if
excuse be needed, for directing the attention of the medical
profession to Dr. Hurford’s case is its peculiar and excep-
tional sadness. A capable, earnest, and robust worker is
suddenly cut off in the midst of his career by an attack of what
is probably general paralysis of the insane, which renders him
unfit for duty though in the prime of life, and which makes
it impossible that he shall ever again contribute to the support
of his family. Thus by an act of Providence which Dr. Hurford
was powerless to anticipate or provide against, a whole family
is left in distressing circumstances, and unless those who
have and to spare will come forward and lend a hand the
result must be sad indeed.

I will only add that the Medical Benevolent Fund has
given a donation of ;E20; other friends about &pound; 150, in sums
of half a guinea and upwards, and that I shall be glad to
receive and acknowledge any contribution, however small,
towards the fund which is now being raised for Mrs. Hurford
and the children. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant

39, Gloucester-road, Regent’s-park, N.W., April 11th, 1883.
HENRY C. BURDETT.

CRANIUM HOLDER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In last Stturday’s LANCET, under the head of

New Inventions," an engraving appears of a cranium

holder, or " skull grip," which I consider bears a very
strong resemblance to an instrument I suggested many
years ago for the same purpose, a short description of which
appeared some time since in the pages of the Medical Press
aocL Circular (April 2ad, 1879). And, more recently, the
same instrument is depicted in Reeves’ new work, "Human
Morphology." I append a figure of the cranium holder

suggested by me, and your readers will, no doubt, perceive
the great similarity to the figure inserted last week as a
" new invention" by Messrs. Mayer and Meltzer, of Grea.4
Portland-street, London, W.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,

Dublin, April 9th, 1883.
LAMBERT H. ORMSBY, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
3. Surgeon to the Meath Hospital.

BILHARZIA H&AElig;MATOBIA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In THE LANCET published Nov. 18th, 1882, received
by me last mail, is a report of the Transactions of the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society, in which there are some
remarks upon epidemic h&aelig;maturia in South-eastern Africa
due to the Bilharzia haematobia, speculations as to how the
parasite’enters the body, and opinions as to its treatment.
This subject has become of considerable importance since
the occupation of Egypt by our troops. Until then it was a
condition of such rarity that few physicians in England had
seen a case ; in this part of the world it has always been a
matter of great magnitude to the European settlers.
Among the different gentlemen who gave information as

to its habitat, nature, and treatment was Dr. Cobbold,
than whom no one has devoted more time and consideration
to the subject of human parasites, and has thus deservedly
become an authority upon the subject. In pursuit of his
specialty, he some time ago wrote to me asking for any par-
ticulars I could give about the Bilharzia hoematobia. He
had been, he gaid, consulted by a gentleman who had lately
returned from South Africa, suffering from haematuna. He
had been an inmate of Grey’s Hospital in Pietermaritzburg
for some time before he left the colony, and while there he
bad heard that I had successfully treated persons similarly
affected. I wrote to Dr. Cobbold giving some of the history
common to persons suffering from this parasite. This letter
was published in THE LANCET, July 15th, 1882. Anyone
who takes the trouble to read it will find I have positively
stated that the results of the treatment I had adopted were
in every case successful. My surprise was therefore great
on reading the Proceedings of the Royal Medical and Chirur.
gical Society to find that Dr. Cobbold made the following
statement :-" He described the three modes of dealing with
the disease as the heroic,’ the do nothing,’ and the
rational plans of treatment. Of the first, Dr. Allen had
lately given an example advocating injection into the
bladder of saturated alcoholic solution of santonin. This
produced severe cystitis. And the fact quoted in sUi’
port of its eilieacy, that the patients did not return, was
capable of an opposite inference from that given by
Dr. Allen." I have to correct this assertion of Dr.
Cobbold’s. I was convinced of the efficacy of the treat.


