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surgical diploma is fully entitled, by education and examina-
tion, to exercise the duties of his profession in their fullest
sense, aad that he is much more highly qualified for a “ general
practitioner’” than one who is merely possessed of a licence
from the Apothecaries’ Company. And yet,as the law is at
present constituted, the apothecary is in a safer position to
practise every branch of the medical profession than a person
holding the double qualification of physician and surgeon.
The puablic are not capable of judging of the great injustice to
which the most learned in the profession are at present ex-
posed; surely, if they were, they would go heart and soul in
placing the physician and surgeon in a position to practise
(unmolested) every branch of a profession in the obtaining of
which he has spent years of toil, anxiety, and expense. The
introduction of a Medical Bill into Parhiament has been long
spoken of, which, if carried into effect, would (I hope) afford
protection to every branch of the profession. Year after year
bave passed over, and session after session gone by, and yet
nothing has been done. Still the old law is in full operation,
to oppress and shackle the practitioner who ventures beyond
the strict letter thereof. I do not think the Worshipful
Society of Apothecaries ought to be allowed to suffer in any
way by the opening of their privileges; no, far from it; I con-
sider they ought to be remunerated by every one whose quali-
fications may hereafter be deemed full and sufficient for
practising the medical profession in its several branches;
and yet who will not have undergone the examination for
the Apothecaries’ licence. Many, very many, indeed, are this
moment looking forward to the next session of Parliament, in
the full hope and confidence that the injustice to which the
profession is at present exposed will be removed, so that
security will be insured to the highly gualified practitioner,
and enable him to perforin the duties of his profession with
advantage to himself, and benefit to those committed to his
charge; and as the next session of Parliament is now fast
approaching, it becomes a matter of serious consideration to
the parties most interested, how far it is in their power to
give a helping hand to ‘carry on the good work, and
how such power is to be called into action and made
to move in the right direction. If any exertion is to be
made to forward the proposed Bill, and to give a stamp
of importance to the measure, surely now is the time to
prepare for action; not when the recess is over, and Parlia-
ment, having again assembled, has become loaded with
business, much of it of minor importance when compared
with the Bill which has been so long in embryo for the
regulation of the medical profession throughout her Majesty’s
dominions. I am not aware of what has been done, or what
has not been done, for the furtherance of the measure, but 1
think there has been much procrastination in introducing it
to the notice of the legislature, and I feel that it is now time
for the profession to exert themselves to a man for the attain-
ment of privileges to which they are so justly entitled, and
from which they have been so long and unfairly deprived.
Prosecutions for illegal practice are of daily occurrence, it
being considered illegal for a physician and surgeon to com-
pound and dispense his own medicine. The members of the
& Medical Protection Society,” as it is named, have taken upon
themselves the unenviable task of prosecuting their brother
practitioners, and creating discord and dissension wherever the
blighting influence of their power alights; a society bearing
such a name ought to have for its object the creating of har-
mony and peace amongst the members of a profession which,
in the present day, unhappily holds but a second-rate reputa-
tion in public opinion; and how is it that such a reputation
has been called into existence, and that the art and science of
medicine is daily losing caste 1n the catalogue of the vulgar
mind. Such a state of things has had its origin, and now
thrives and flourishes on a base of dissension: *“if a house be
divided against a house, that house cannot stand” As long
as separate interests occupy the several branches of the profes-
sion, as long asmember pulls against member, prosperity cannot
follow in the footsteps of medical science. Many valuable
discoveries have been made during the last few years, in phy-
siology, chemistry, and medicine, most of which are calculated
to remove or relieve the sufferings of humanity, and yet the
character of the profession has rather had a tendency to re-
trograde instead of to advance: this, I am convinced, would
not be the case if the elevation of one qualification by the
crushing of another was totally and entirely put an end to. 1
am convinced the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries would
in no wise oppose the progress of a Bill through Parliament
which, if carried into effect, would add largely to their funds,
and unite in the bond of good fellowship the several branches
of a profession, which, at the present time, are unhappily at

variance with each other. Let the promoters of the propesed
alteration act vigorously and energetically; if funds are wants
ing to defray the necessary expenses, let them call on their
medical brethren for subscriptions; if a memorial is requisite,
if anything is wanting to cnsure success, let it be made known
to the profession at large, through the medium of the medical,
journals. Ivery hour brings us nearer to the next meeting of
Parliament; time flies fast, and letit not hurry us over another
session without the long-wished-for Medical Bill becoming a
law of the land. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
J.R., A PEYSICIAN AND SURGEON,

THE ANATOMY OF THE UTERINE CAVITIES.
To the Edilor of THE LANCET.

Sir,—In the report of the discussion on the use of chloro-
form in midwifery, at the Westminster Medical Society, pub-
lished in the last number of your journal, I am erroneously
made to say, “that chloroform seems to act directly on the
ganglionic system of nerves.” The word cerebro-spinal, which
I used, should have been inserted for ganglionic. May I beg
of you to insert this correction.

I take advantage of the opportunity to answer the remarks
made by Dr. Tyler Bwith, in his paper on Fallopian obstruc-
tions, (August 4,) respecting my description of the uterine
cavities in the recent edition of my work on uterine inflam-
mation. The woodcut which he criticises in reality gives a
less proportionate depth to the cavity of the uterus than was
intended, as would have appeared had Dr. Tyler Smith quoted
the measurement of the uterine cavities, which occurs as
follows, at p. 46:—* The uterine sound, when passed into the
uterus, is concealed to the extent of two inches and a half, of
which one inch and a half occupies the cavity of the cervix,
whilst one inch only is in the uterus.” Thus Dr. Tyler Smith
may be said to have partly founded his criticism of the
engraving on my own text—a circumstance which he might
as well have mentioned.

Dr. Tyler Smith, however, is certainly in error when he
places the natural coarctation or sphincter, which I described
an inch and a guarter or an inch and a half from the fundus
of the uterus. The observation of above seven hundred
females has proved to me that this natural coarctation during
life is found with the uterine sound at from one inch and a
half to one inch and three quarters from the os externum.
This leaves only one inch or three quarters of an inch for the
uterine cavities, the total depth of the uterine cavities being
normally two inches and a balf from the os externum to the
fundus. I can only explain Dr. Tyler Smith’s doubting this
fact by the supposition that his researches have been princi-
pally limited to sterile or nulliparous females, as he terms
them, in whom the cervical canal is often found contracted
in nearly all its length, the contraction generally becoming
very evident about an inch from the cervix or os externum.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Hexry Benyer, M.D.
Cambridge-square, Hyde-park, Nov, 16, 1849.
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To the Editor of Tur LaNcET.

S1r,—I beg to acknowledge your courtesy in forwarding me
a copy of your journal for Saturday last; your objeet, doubt-
less, was to draw my attention to a letter it contained from
Mr. Saxton, of this town, reflecting upon my character asa
physician and gentleman. Had Mr. Saxton confined himself
to a correct and honest statement of facts as they oceurred, I
should not have taken the trouble to reply to his letter; as it
is, I must give my version of the affair,

‘When the messenger came, in great haste, to request me
immediately to visit My. L——,I inquired who was the medical
gentleman in attendance,and wasinformed, Mr.Saxton,but that
he was at church. On arriving at the house, I found the patient
just recovering from a state of syncope, and was informed it was
the second fainting fit he had had within an hour, arising from
the sting of a bee. When I had written my prescription, I
told them, that in case of another attack they must get the
medicine prepared somewhere, but that should he remain
comfortable they could await Mr. Saxton’s return from church.
The wife followed my directions, and immediately on the
termination of service called upon Mr. Saxton with the pre-
seription; the result of her visit we shall see by and by.
Between five and six o’clock I called upon Mr. Saxton, for
the purpose of speaking to him respecting L——, and on my
observing to him—¢ L sent for me an hour or two ago, on



