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Friday, Nay 17th, 182 .  

GESERG SIR N”i’LLUJ1 J. CODRIXGTON, G.C.D., in  tlic Chair. 

“THE R U S S W  ARMY.” 

By Lientenant CIL~RLES B. H. VIscEsr, 23rd Royal WclA Fusilicrs.. 

Xn. C i u m m s  ASL) GE~TLEIIES,  
E r c  I cntcr upoii tlic subject of thc lccturc th:it I nni about to  linvc 

tlic honour of dcli~ering to  goii, i t  bcliovcs mc i n  n measurc to  esplaiu. 
my presumption iii appcnriug in this thcatrc in  other character than as 
one of tlic audicncc. 

Whcn I rcccntly returned from Russia, I was no less flattcrcd than  
surpriscd t o  rcccivc nn invitation from thc  Council of‘ this*Tustitution t o  
read a papcr on “ Tlic Russian Army.” 

Although my journey had bccn undcrtakcn cntircly at  my own 
instigation aud expcnse, i n  order to  Icnrn tlic languagc, I had h c n .  
affordcd mcli uiusunl op~iortunitics of studying Russian military 
organisation, by tlic condcsccnsion, kindncss, and courtesy of thc 
Gcucmls and regimental OfIiccrs quartcrcd i n  IVarsnu-, that  aftcr 
some consideration I dcciilcd to avail mysclf of thc  privilcgc ofTcrcd 
mc by tlic Council; but, I did so only with thc conriction that  
might rcly upon your kiud indiilgcricc to pardon nuy errors into which 
my incspericIicc might Icad mc, or any deficicncy in mpnbilityof \\-cld- 
iiig my matter  into an intcrcstiiig uiid complete form. I littlc thonght, 
hoirerci., tha t  I should bc assigned tlic difficult task of replacing so 
ablc arid expericiiccd an Officcr ns  Surgcon-Xijor Wyatt, wliosc in- ’ ability to fulfil liis cnggcmci i t  through indisposition you cannot fail 
to dcplorc lcss than I do mgsclf, and I must  further clnim your con- 
sidcrntion on account of thc very short  tirnc tliat XIS allo\vcd me to 
prcparo my lccturc. 

1Ggurcs arc stubborn, indigcstiblc, nnd unintercsting facts ; thcip. 
citation must  bc xcnriaomc to all, bu t  nnfortuntcly t h y  a rc  thc only 
1 1 1 ~ ~  by wliich numerical forcc cau bc dcsigiiatcd, and, uiilcss I err, 
nnmcricnl forcc is oiic of tlic cliicf fcaturcs in the military organisation 
of a country. Hou cvci t  I vill endeavour to Lc as sparing CIS possible 
in this particular. 
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288G THE RUSSIAh’ L ~ R J I T .  

Although in desciibing tlic Rus5i.m xni1it:iry organization I shall usc 
tlw prcscnt tense, it is KCII t h t  you should undcrstancl thnt sorilc of 
thc prorisions relntirc to length of scrvicc, Ic-qiIig, rescrres, ctc., ape 
Only in contemplation, or csist only in theor$; no timc haring elapsed 
for flicrn to bc put into practice. 

IIow ncccssnry army reform lras in Russin you will readily cornprc- 
hcnd, wlicn I tell you tlint uiidcr tlie old system, tlic soldiery \rere takerl 
exclusively from the w r y  lowest clnss of pcn‘santry, by n. complicnte(1 
system of forced scrricc ; that  thc Officers i&c dcficient ixi nuinbcr, 
character, and cducntion; and tha t  no (lefinctl srsteru. of reserves 
esistcd. Tlic lkorgnnisntion Commission lias but j u s t  concluded i t s  
Iabo~irs, arid its measures still lack tlic Trnpcrid sanction. IIowcvcr, 
there is snfficicnt reason to bclievc that they linvn adopted tlic primi- 
t i rc  project of rcforrn as Inid down in tlic ukasc of Ko\-cmbcr l G ,  18iO, 
somcwhat modified it rnny be, to justify my speaking of it as actually 
existing, altliougli thc 31-holc sjstcm is really onlF in f r m i s i f x .  

Rntlicr morc than screnteen years ago, the Emperor Alcsnndcr 11 
sncccedcd to tho t h o n c  of All tlic ltnssias, vacant by tlic decease 
of his father Nicholas. Tlic constant xicws of tlic bittcr snffcrings of 
the irnperinl troops, and of their nc1rer.w fortunes bcforc tlic Allied 
Armies, serveti not to soothc tilo latter days of that anstcro monarch. 
On a camp bedstead, in n poorly furnislicd chamber, appointed by Iiiin- 
self, in order to sham in a measure the linrdships of his soldiers, thc 
Emperor Nicholas 1st brcatlicd his last, arid t l c  autocracy of Itussin 
passed into tlic hands of his more liberdly-niindcd son. 

Tiic’position of thc Emperor Alexander KichoIaicvitcli,*~ on liis ncces- 
sioii, was onc fraught with difficulty-erigngcd in a l ~ o ~ ~ c l c s s  contest, 
mhicli a b ~ o l ~ ~ t c l p  impcdcd all commcrcc and enterprise, arid brought 
distress :!nd r u i n  to ncnrly crcry door. Peace  is a matter of xic‘ecs- 
sky, and in little over a tirclvcmontli, tlic trcnty of Paris checked 
Iiostilitics, and freed Itussin of the inradcr, without any scrions con- 
‘cessions on thc part of thc dcfeatcd. On a long period of ‘pcacc and 
prosperity tlic futurc of Russia noir depenilccl, and to carry out such 2 
policy ~ r a s  thc firm rcsolvo of tlic Emperor. 

A dccp arid scnrchiug inquiry into the crils c s i s t i q  in every ,civil 
and military institution ; tlic coiisidcixtion of thc bcst xncnns for reinor- 
ing them; and minor innovations, occupied some ~ e n r s ,  until on tlic 
3rd of Xarcli, 18G1, thc dccrcc \rcnt forth proclairuiiig thc emancipation 
of tlic serfs from their depcndcncy 011 their proprictors. That dccrcc 
forms tlie great modern 1:indrnnrk in Russian history ; it enables all 
olying allcgiancc to thc TEnr to strivc on terms of equality in tho 
market of iritcllcct and industrF, and in future ages crcry Russian \rill 
hnvc to look back to tlint dccrcc as tlic truc source of tlic grentriess 
and prosperity of his country, and it i d 1  bc for crcr associated with 

* Thc “ T i t c t ”  after thc mrnc of D man signifies “ thc son of,” nnd “ cfTna” nftcr 
thc mnic of D  roman, “ thc dnughtcr of.” Thu,  “ Alcsnndrr Eiclio1Ccritcli”- 
Alczndcr ,  dlic 6011 . of ;Sicko!ns ; “ Kntcrinc Alcsnndrcfftin ”-Catlicrinc, the 
dauglitcr of Alc~nndcr. It i j  thc custom in  Xiissin thus to ndclrcss pcoplc, crcn 
8tmngcrs, nithoot prcfir or surname. 
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ThE RESSIAX ARJIT. 287 

tlic nanic of its Tmpcrial promulg:itor, and his f'iitliful and zca lou~.  
CommissioIicrs, t Iic (ienerals Rostorzoff and  Xilutin. 

Ru t  I must not. permit mjsclf t o  dircll I011ger on the civil adminis- 
tration of the Emperor Alcsander. I must  pass on at once to t h e  
rcm:irkab?c rcforms effected in  the Army, which can  0111~- b3 spoken of 
i d h  respect by Englishmen, wlicn they think of the  salient proofs of 
couragc i t  garc, coritcnding :is it did in  the Crinica against sncli fearful 
odds. 

The l'olisli insurrcction, arid tlic campaigns i n  tho Caneasus, vcre  
cvcnts almost fovrottcn when oncc o ~ c r ,  and brought little tcacliing ; 
but  tlic war of 2nd tlic inig~itj- liosts \rliieli battled i n  tlie ~ o h e -  
ruian arcnx, clcnrly indic::tctl the  i1cccss.it.y for scciiring on :L firnicr basis 
the  constant supply of the proper eomplemeut of warriors t o  dcfend' 
the lionour, safety, and integrity of Ih ly  Russia. 

Austria lost no time in profiting by tlie lesson so dircfdly rc:d lier 
by Prnssia, alid Russia mitlc equal haste to rcnp tlic bcncfit of tlie 
brilliant crnniplc of one rival, arid tlic bitter cspcricncc of another. 
Accordingly, on  tlic lGtli of Xowmber, 1870, a n  irnpcrinl ukase was 
issued, proclaiming the liability to military scrricc for cvcry ltussian 
male. 

It nou- fcll to t h e  lot of tlie X n i s t e r  of War, Infantry-General 
Jiilutin (brotlicr of tlic crnniicipation conimissiocer), assisted lq tho 
:dorcnicntioned commission, to  arrange the  dctails of tho 11cu- system, 
t o  orgmisc and disposo the rast force thus obtaincd into scparate bodies, 
affording c:icIi otlicr mutual support, capable of inmediatc concentra- 
tion, yet  riot so masscd as t o  natioriality or locality as to admit of tlie 
outburst of indcpc~idcnt political fccling. l l n t  t h e  \vcrc not  easy 
coriditions to  carry out  in n country cstcnding orcr  7,770,882 square 
miles, mitli get  iiiipcrFcct r n i l n x j  coinmuuications, with n uiale popu- 
lation of over SG,000,000, :irid with a portion of .the empire dccidcdly 
clisnffcctcd. IVerc tlic iicw In1v of unircrsal service to bc carried out  to 
the  letter, and all malcs of n serriceablc age callccl to arms, n forcd of 
somc G,000,000 would be t h e  result, or 4,000,000, allowing n liberal 
margin for those pli-pically unfit, or otherwise esculpt. 

' Now a n  n\-niIabIe army of 2,000,000 troops I Y ~ S  justly considered 
sufficient. to rncct all due rcquircmcnts of the  cmpire, citlicr for iiiternal 
or cs tcrnal  war, arid n period of about t e n  gears was a l lo~~rcd  for i t  to 
rcacli tliat masimiirn number. It was, therefore, computed that an 
annual coritingeiit of 2.5 pcr ccnt. of tlic youths who had httaincd tlieir 
31st ycar  \voiild fiirni3li a snficicntly niinicrolis 'body to kccp up t h e  
s tanding army, to  :iugmcnt i t  t o  full war strcngtli, aud t o  Ixep i t  con- 
s h n t l y  supplied with frcsli mcn, traincd in the  rcgular service, by tlio 
formation of strong and reliable rescrrcs. B u t  the remaining 75  per 
ccnt. will not  bc frccd f rom tlicir share in dcfciiding the soil, for, 
oyariiscd locally, and drilled pcriodically, they will be bound to scrw 
t i l l  tlie coriiplctioii of tlicir SGtli ycar.iri tlic militia, to whom in time of 
i ~ a r  tlie preservation of order in  the  interior, the garrisoning of tlic 
towxis mid fortresses, and tlic l e q i n g  and training of the  recruits for  
tlie ficld forces will br confidcd. Thus tlic ~ d i o l e  of tlie bayonets com- 
posing tlic active nrm-j- of tlic Tsar Kill he frcc to  take tftc ficld against 
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288 TIIE RUSSIaY AR31P. 

n foreign foe. The selection of this moro or less fortunate moicty, 
according to the fcclings of the indiridual, will bc decided by tlie draw- 
ing of lots ; those that fall within tlic prcscribcd number being theoreti- 
a l l y  allowed no cscmption by birth or fortune (practically a. substitute 
will probably be obtained on the present tcrms, 800 roubles), altliougli, 
of course, ccrtain social and physical conditions may assign an n-iailablc 
conscript a t  once to the militia, and prcclndc him from the drawing. 

The period of Fcrvice will cstcnd over fiftccxi years, from tlic cud of 
thc 21st to thc termination of the  36th )car. I n  the case of those 
dcstincd to serve in thc regular army, sc-icii or eight ycars will bc spcut 
with the standards, and the rcmaindcr with the reserve. BIany, hoircvcr, 
dcsire that the former period shall bc rcduccd to fivc or  si.. yc:m, accord- 
ing to the capacity of tlic iIidividunl, so :is to lcsscri the number of men 
on foot in timc of peace, and that the soldier may go as soon as possible, 
and propound nmoug the still bcniglitcd lowcr ordws tlic tcacliing and 
cducation hc has derived in liis regirncIita1 espcricncc. Altliougli it is  
rcasonaLlc to tinpposc that f i r e  or six years is sufficient to fbrm n 
soldier, the proposition is drcadccl by those nccustomcd in thcir youtli 
to scc a soldicr scrvc for life, or until incapncitatcd by wouIids and 
infirmities. 

Tlic suprcmc direction of the Russian Army lics witli tlic Emperor, 
wlio has his Chauccry a t  tlic JIinistry of War. 

Thc Minister rcceivcs :d prepares for His Xijcsty the reports of 
the t\relrc chicf sections, among wliich the administration of the Army 
is divided. These tn-clrc dcpaktmcnts are- 

1. Thc Impcrial Clianccry. 
2. Tlic Council of War. 
3. Tlio Snpcrior Xilitdry Tribunal (Court of Cagsation). 
4. The Clinnccry of tlic Ministcr of War. 
5 .  The Hcad-Quarter Staff, adniinisferiiig tlic cnralrj- and infantry, 

~~- i t l i  tlicir technical S C ~ I O O ~ S ,  and having all staff corps and institutions 
under immediate control. 

6. The Intcndaucc Department for the pay, supplj-, and clotliing of 
the Ariny. 

7. Tlio Artillery Department, administering the artillery, viitli its 
technical schools. 

8. The Engincer Dcpartmcnt, likewiso administering 'that branch, 
and controlling all matters conncctcd with fortifications, and the 
quartcrs of troops. . 

9. The Army JIcdical DcpnihenC. 
10. The Educational Department, controlling oiilj- prepamtoiy 

scliools j tcclizlical academics being managed by thcir several depart- 
ments. 

11. Tlic Administration of tlic Irregular Troops. 
12. Tlio Departmcxit of Xilitary Justice. 

Since 1864 Russia has bcen diridcd into fourtccn military districts, 
besides the Co~fiack Provincc of tlic Don. Tlicsc districts arc- 
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280 

1. St. Pctcrsburg. 8. xoscom. 
1. Finland. 9. Kzan.  
3. JVilnn. 10. Caucasus. 
4. Warsaw. 11. Orenburg. 
5 .  Kieff. 14. Wcst Siberia. 
6. Odessa. 1s. East Siberia. 
7. Harkoff. 14. Turkestan. 

;it the licad of each district is a gcncral Ofiiccr, who, if shu l t a -  
neonsly invested -with the civil administration, is  tcrmcd “ LorJ Licu- 
tcIlant” (Xamiestnik) in Polaud and tlic Caucasus ; and in Pinland, 
n‘ilnn, Odessa, Siberia, and Turkestan, “ Gorcrnor-Gcncral.” The 
]lead-quarter staff is diridcd into- ’ 

1. The District Jlilitary Administration. 
1. The Intcndancc Ucpartmcnt for pxy, supply, aud clothing. 
3. The District Artillery Department. 
4. The District Engineer Department. 
6. Thc District 3lcdical Dcpariment. 
JIorcorcr in each military district there is a superintendent of tlic 

beal troops, tcrmcd “ local dirisioncr,” arid in each government a 
6‘ 10c:il brigndier,” who, besides commanding the local troop, is cliarged 
to kcep the wliercabouts of tJie incn on fuvlougli in -iicw, and when 
occasiou arises, with the le\-ying of thcm. 

W e  see, tlicn, that  the Army is distinctly divisible into threc 
11cads- 

1. The Field Army, composed of tlic standing Army, augmented by 
its rcserres of trained soldiers. 

4. Thc Irrcgular ‘i‘roops, consisting of both cavalry and infantiy,:and 
who are raiscd only in time of war. 

3. The Nilitia or local forces, who liarc but  a cndrc peace establisli- 
ment, and \rho may bc supplemented to any extent by a l e d e  etr iizasse. 

It is, howcvcr, almost entirely the first category that must occupy 
us this afternoon, i.c., thc standing Army and its r c s c ~ ~ e s .  

The standing Army is cornposcd of tlic troops of tlic Guard and the 
troops of thc Army or linc, the former possessing enormous privilcgcs 
over the lattcr ; in interchanging, rank in tlic Guards is two placcs 
higher tliari in tlic linc, eacli composed of infantry, cavalry, artillerj-, 
and engineers. Altliough all, or nearly :dl of the r cghcn t s  arc dcsig- 
natcd by thc names of locnlitics or of illustrious pCPSGnagCS, as \wll as 
5y tlieir regimental numbcrs, thcy arc in no \vay tied to fiscd loc:ilitics, 
nor do they draw their recruits or rcccivo thcir reserves fi-om particular 
districts. No doubt mncli valuable influence of local pride, old asso- 
ciation, and csprit ,dc corps is thcrcby lost ; but such a sj-stern is rcndcrcd 
partially ncccssary by tlic Fast area of the countrx, the imperfect con- 
munication, and tlic disaffection of S O ~ O  provinccs. 

The tactical and administrative unit in time of pence, is tho llivision 
for cavalry and infanti?, and thc Brigade for artillery, engineers, and 
rifle corps. Iri tiruc of war these several units arc drawn into corps 

of thc population. 
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200 T H E  RUSSIAIi ACUT. 

d’arijztc, and thc corps into armies, nnd cmploycd ns ricccssity and 
occasion rcquirc. 

‘Tlic field troops of thc Russian Army arc composcd of 47 divisions 
of iuftintq-, 8 brigades of rifles, 10 divisions of cavalry, 50 brigndcs of 
ficld artillcry, 8 brigadcs of liorsc artillcry, 5 brigntlcs of engineers, 
with n iiiinicricd strength (according to scnii-ofiicial, but not &so- 
13tcly rcliablc docurncrits) in tiriic of pence of 33,O.H Officers and 
735,639 men, and ill timc of \ m r  of 43,355 OfEccrs, arid 1,3.58,Gi2 mcn, 
with 1,656 guns. 

Thc cost of cadi soldier is nbont rf.15 pcr anniiiu, :und the \yap 
bridgct amounts on an averago to aloiit C5!1,000,000 stcrliug. 

I ask you, now, gcntlcmcn, to associatc.yoursclvcs with the conscript. 
According to yonr talents, phj-sical nppc:ir;incc, and proportions, yon 
arc :issigncd to O ~ C  of tlic :wns of the scrvicc, and y h l c  superior 
mcntal faculties procurc pou admission to tlic scientific corps, n lono 
thigh, arid prcviops association with Iiorscs, \rill bc your special quali- 
fication for the cavalry. Tlic ,recruits for tlic cavalry of tllc guard 
arc selcctcd by tlic Grand Dnke KicIiolaa Kicholaicvitcli, thc elder, 
h s c l f .  Rcclniting in tlic provinces is not left to tlic locd autlioritics, 
b u t  is supcrintcndcd in cncli district b-j- n spccial Impcrinl Commi.. woncr, . 
appointed ariniially. 
’ Aftcr six riiontlis’ preliminary training with tlic district rcscr-ic 
battalion, sqiia~lroii, or Eattcry, where you rcccirc your first uniform, 
j-oii arc appoiiitcd to a rcgimcnt. Unlcss personally gifted by nature, 
your lot lics with tlic Arniy; vcrc it with tlic Guard, you would bc’ 
liouscd in barracks, 11-oodcn shcds, truly, and with 70 or 80 comraclcs 
ixi the room, but yct luorc coniforta1,ly locntcd than if billctcd iu a 
pcasant’s hut. Tlic crcction of Lqrixclcs is projcctcd for tho  wliolc 
Army, but it must ljc long crc they cxist. Xcanwliilc tlic rcginicnts 
nrc billctcd in tlic towns, and \vlicri sufliciciit room is not t o  bc had in 
onc locality, tlicy arc clunrtcrcd in contiguous villages. During tlic 
sumuicr moiitlis, Xay to October, tlic wholc rcginicnt. is brought togc- 
tlicr undcr caiiws. Eight Scars (but shortly it vil l  be Icss) yon spcnd 
in this way, and tlicn you cast asidc tlic pcrmancnt military yokc, and 
rcpair to the rcscrvc. Pcrfcctlyfrcc in all your actions, you can reside 
wlicro it  plcases J-on, and chaugc your rcsidcncc a t  p1cnsure;bcirig only 
rcqiiircd to signify your movcmcnts and actual adtlrcss to the local 
authoritics. On tlic outbreak of war you :ire sunimoncd-if your 
address is known-and arc attached to tlic nearest rcgimciit at liarid of 
your braiicli, ivlicrc arnis, clotlics, : i d  c q u i p c n t  suficicxit for tlic com- 
plete ww cstablislimcnt lio in store. 1. snid, “if’ your address is Iinoivn,” 
bccnusc i t  is feared tlint ninny :L Nurcovitc warrior omits to givc his 
COITCC~ addrc,ss, to tlic local authorities, and that on tlic call to arms, 
more than one yoicc would not Lc heard whcii tlic roll \\-as read orcr 
on the day of rendezvous. 

l3nt absolving you from Four coiincctiou with tlic Russian conscript, 
I must retrace m s  steps, and cntcr upon his regimental lifu. Docilc 
nnd’willing though lie Lc to Icwii ,  hitherto fortune lias not nffordcd thc 
opportunity him or to his fellows, and thc long frosts and licavy 
~ L L O J Y S  of winter, whicli prcmnt nli military escrcisc, besides an  occn- 

* 
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THE RUSSIXS 21RJIT. 291 

siond routc.marcl1, must be taken adrantage of, to instil tlic education 
so nccessai?; to the wclhrc and social dcrclopmcnt of a people. Kenrly 
c r c r j  day, tlien, from Norember to Xarch, for four or five Iiours, the 
Ofliccrs do the duty of schoolmasters, and the captain, or subaltcrn 
Officer under liis tlircction, takes the grc:itest interest in the relative 
progress of his men. Periodicid csamin:itioIis takc place, u-licn n small 
prizc in money, or tlic hrourite spirit; (oodki), or the nccorchnce of 
sonic spccial privilege, is sufficient to excite the greatest cmnlation. 
The tmching [comprises :iritIimctic, rcndirig, rrriting, and simple 
lccturcs on militarj art, illustratcd on the black board. 

B u t  it miy  well bc thought tlint in so poorly cducstcd n body. tlic 
difliculty of obtaining. suitable Non-commissioned Ofiiccrs must bo 
immense. So it voul t l  b:, if the Russians had riot met tho difficulty in 
thc face, and adopted such resolute incnsurcs as not only to conntcract 
it, bu t  also to forin n body of men ~vlio, after the termination of their 
military sci-rice, arc admirably suited for the posts of national school 
masters, the want of mliorn is one of tlic chief ob3taelc.s to the educa- 
tional progress of the country. Forgive me, tlicn, if I enter some- 
T h a t  tediously on what is one of tlic most rcrmrkablc fcaturcs in the 
Russian regimcrital organisation. 

Iu c r c g  regirncrit of cavalry, or infiuitrx, or battery of horse artillery, 
or brig;idc of field :irtillery, tlierc exists :L Kon-conimissioncd Ofliccr’s 
school, conducted by two or three OIIiccrs entirely told ofY for that 
purposc. S!icIi mcn, who :ire of g.ood appearance and cliarncter, who 
can r e d ,  write, and sum, nrc cligiblc to enter the scliool, after two 
scars’ service, if they liavc att:iiried tlie gr:& of Lance Corpord. 
Going tlirougli the school, howemr creditably, does not ensiiro pro- 
motion to tlie non-commissioned ranks, i t  only entitles to  it ; skill in 
arms, tact in command, and physical aptitude, arc nceessary qunlifica- 
tions for tlic first graduate. Tlic coursc of study lasts two years; 
during the first, the more clcmantary suljccts of education arc attended 
to, such as history, gcogixpliy, ?rithmctie, composition ; and in thc 
car-dry arid artillery, elcmcntnry rctcrinary surgerj-, &c. : wlicrcas 
during thc sccoud year tlic studies are morc military, aud incliidc 
military I~istory, field fortification, tactics, and also mathematics. 
You mxy smile at tho word “niatliematics,” but you must rccol- 
Icct that the Rrissian Army is tlic school of the conntrr, Iienc:, tlie 
necessity of giving n sound general education ; and y o u  weald hnrc 
bccnno less astonislied than I T:LS to scc n pupil sclcctcd nppnirntly 
indiscriminately by the General accompau$ng me, mid ordcrc3 to 
bisect n giren straight line, accordiug to Euclid, on thc black board. 
You would hare been astonished, too, on entering n regimental scliool- 
room, to find the men listening to n lecture on tactics, and to s(:c a 
relief-model of tlic environs ; ou inquiring its purpose, for the Gcncral 
to  ordcr two pupils to stand out, to hear Iiiin givc them an cstcndcd 
operation to work, the one to  advance with such an objcct ag:iirist tlic 
other defending ; to see paiutcd tin models of companies and battalions 
at once \rorked, and when the Gcnci-al stopped the re:i11y sliam fiJnht, 
t o  licar each of theonen in turn give n succinct account cf his more- 
mcnts, dispsitions, mid iutcntions, corrected now and again by his 
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O5ccrs, but ncrcr assistcd ; to scc , anothcr man stand out and makc 
his dispositions for throwing an ndrariccd guard across thc Vistula, 
dcscribing them thc mhilc. Xoor n-ould your astonishment lcsscn when 
a fourth pupil described tlic gcncral geographical features of England, 
cnumcrated our chicf towns, trnccd the course of our rivcrs ; Then 
fifth, starting from London, follon-ecl tlic tmck of a ship to St. Pctcrs- 
burgh, naming thc countrics, thcir scveml capitals and sorercigns, by 
vhich hc passcd ; when n sirtli, starting from somc far distant spot in 
Ihssia,  traccd the course by canals to St. I’ctersburg, cnumcrnting 
thc principal p1ac:cs on the route, and their capabilities fur billeting 
troops. 

Yon may tliink; gentlcmcn, that I am exaggerating, but yon haw, I 
am sure, b u t t o  stccr castward to liavc thc opportunity of vcrifj-ing my 
statcmcuts, met, :is I know you will bc, with thc courtesy, hospitality, 
and frankness mhicli distinguish ltussian Officcrs. Ncanwhile awcpt 
my facts. Thc pupils may linrc bccn sclcctcd, but I liavc no rcason for 
supposing them to linvc b x n  so, espccially as I am not rcferring to any 
onc particnlar regiment. 

In the sumxncr, field fortification is taught out of doors ; but in tlic 
wintcr, ~vhcn  all earth is hidden bj- many fect of SX~OTJ-, a bos about six 
fcct by four, filled with sand, ans~vcrs tlic purposc. In onc class-room 
I snm this box, in it irrerc various bcautiful riiodcls of field works. I 
csprcsscd a wisli to scc thc pupils a t  work. In an instant tlic surface 
\vas as lcrcl as this tablc, tlic four first nicri stood out,, and iii tivcnty 
minutes, with tiny woodcn scoops, :I cavalier and a sunkcri bittcry 
is-cre thrown up, with rcvctrncnts as firm, and slopcs as rcgulnr as all 
the time ant1 all tlic skill of an army of ciig.inccrs could makc thcm. A 
sufficicntly good scholar may pass a t  oncc into thc first ckiss, and thus  
absolve liimsclf of the scliool in ouc -par. Tlic pupils arc entircly 
scparatccl from thc mcn, living, slccping, and cating apart, altliouglr 
t1ic-j gcucrally rcrert to thcir companies for tho great annual xnanmurres. 
You can easily imagine wliat n highly tr;iincd,sct of Non-Comniissioncd 
O5ccrs sucli n system must form. 

A commission i=i within the rcacli of any non-commissioncd Of iccr  
ivho passcs thc ncccssarj- csaminations ; if thcsc examinations bc passed 
and tlic commission not ncccptcd, an annuity of about $15 is nddcd to  
thc p q -  during scrricc. 

I will now pass from tlic subjcct of education to that part of tlic 
soldier’s lifc wliich he shnrcs in common with all men, thc amount hc 
cams, ant1 wlint hc cats and drinks. 3Iiscmbly paid, and almost worsc 
fed 011 that ivhich is not calculated to mikc mcn thrive, on black brcad, 
on a sprinkling of nicat, iniscd up  with ricc and D Iicrb d i ic l i  makes 
it sour; with “ quztss,” n tcrriblc .sour, perfectly non-intoricqting 
h ~ c m g c  to drink, thc ltussian soldicr flouislics, and SO flourislies that 
110 can cndure almost ariFthiug. IIis spirits and good humonr, too, 
nerer flag; and in cvcrj- company, squadron, or bnttcrj-, thcrc is a 
musical troupe, who sing and d:incc admkiblg. JVlicIi marching at 

‘casc, thc troupe always gocs in front, aud cnlircns the route by comic 
singing and curious antics, although thcj- ncvcr lag or get in tlw ivay. 
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TIIE EUSSIAX alltJfYs 293 

Tlic qnestion may bc asked, is tlic disciplinc of tlio Russian Army all 
tha t  i t  ought to h? If discipline is measured by the amount of crimc, 
Rnssin yields tlic palm to no country. Drnnlicnnc.;s cxists, bu t  to  n o  
&cit extent. rllic men arc honest (thc company’s cook goes alonc t o  
runrLict to purchasc tlic day’s provisions) and submissive as iridividuals 
t o   nu^- dcgrcc. Ti ro  or threc prisoners i n  tlic morning is not an exccs- 
s i re  allonxncc to  threc battalions. ’ Js clisciplinc, then, to  Ix: estimated 
by the rcspcct shown to Olticcis? Again Hussia is nothing bchind, for 
saluting and military attitude in  nddrcss is never disregarded. 

nut now and again you arc confidentially told that tlic ortliodos cry of 
Rnssiau soldicry d i c n  ordcrcd to csecutc something, “ IYC gladly obey” 
(“ J{ndi stamtsjah”), comes ont  sulkily or is replaced by n dull growl. 
I darc makc no asscrtiori on this scorc; bu t  in  speaking of discipliuc, 
KC mu$,  spc:tk of thc Ollicers, on whom i t  so much dcpcnds. T would 
t h a t  1 could aroicl mcritioning them. For all the kindmss and liospi- 
tnIiiy they slioircd me, arid which I can ncvcr forget, t h y  arc just ly  
entitled to tlic warmcst expressions of .  iny thanks, yet I must  Iioriestly 
s ta te  my opinion, and I know them to bc too ri$kmindcd t o  mis- 
jntcrprct my scntirnents. . 

Tllc non-csistcncc of what  tlic Gcrrnans call tlic “ I<lciiicadcl,” and \vc 
thc squirc:ircIJy of n IIniifc boiugeoisic, n class blessed with srn:ill pccu- 
niary means, j e t  endowed mith tliC.proudest patrician fcclings, rcndcrs 
thc question of ofliccring tlic llussian Army onc of most scrious dificulty. 
~ l t l ~ o u g h  Russia is essentially n inilitary nation, rrlicrc unifmni is tlic 
only passport, thc attractions of tlic bar, of comnicrcc, of Iitcmturc, 
and of art, arc crery rear  luring more and  niorc Oficcrs to changc 
their ill-paid and  hard worlicd profession. Erc long, thc Gorcmmcnt:n-ill 
hare to tnkc -icry stringcnt nicasurcs, for now a t  least 5,000 Oficcrs arc 
n-antirig, aud principally i n  t h c  scientific corps, wliosc mcmbers Iiarc 
been cjdIed nwny to construct and superintend tlic ncw railways, roads, 
nnrl bridges all ovcr thc country. Another Tcry Ecrious clement in  thc 
present Oficcrs of tlic l h s s i a n  Army is thc  numbcr of Germans, ~ 1 1 0 5 0  

prescncc in  certain coiitingcncics would bc n grcat  embarrassment ; but 
tllcy conld ill bc sparcd, citlicr as  to  ability or nnmhcrs. 

1 will not nsk you to folio\\- me flirougli thc cntirc cuiTicuIum of nn 
OiXCer’s studies ; sufficc i t  to say tha t  military preparatory sclioo~s 
csist in  grcat  numbers, and rcccivc pupils from a rcry carlyngc. Tliosc 
who dccidc on tlic military career, procecd a t  about 16 to ouc of tlic 
tcclinical SCL~OOIS, from wllcncc at tlic age of 19 or  20, having passed 
the  ordeals yliich block c re ry  Stage, they obtain their cnsigncy,. tlicn 
fo]lon- thc  various gmles without furtlicr csnmination. A second 
captaincy is rcached in  about ciglit jears’ scrTicc, and then mcrit may 
g i rc  the epaulcttcs of a gcner:il in n Ycry sliort tirnc (i.e., 9 or 10 
years), or you may bo Icft to  languish i n  command of a company 
or bnttalion, awaiting the  grnzcttc and thc promotion, which Iicwi. 
cornc. 

A n  cffort is bchg mado to  assirnilatc thc off-duty life of Russiau 
Officers with our own, by tlic establislimcnt of regimcntal messes, but  
crpcnsc and the habits of the country p u t  great diDicultics in tlio way. 
Forbidden on any n&ount t o  appear out  of uniform within thc’confincs 
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29.1 TIiE I<USSIXi  AIilIl-. 

of the empire, as 1:ussian Ofiiccrs arc, the  rcputntion of the cntirc class 
frcqucntly sufl'crs from thc dclinquencics of fcw mcml)crs, and \rould 
t110sc agitators wlio clcsirc t o  sce Dritisli Oificcrs wear tlicir uniform in 
pubiic but visit n fcw of t h o x  places of more popii1:ir than proper 
cntcrtniilment abrontl, and tl1cl.c witness tlic sccncs they v-ish t o  repro- 
duce i n  tLcsc isl:uids, English Ofliccis \vould h n ~ c  littlc causc to fcap 
thit one day tlic outivnrd s i p  of K>I.'s couiInissioIi, the uniforIn, the coat 
cf honour, will losc tlio influciicc a n d  prcstigc i t  now posscsscs, by too 
frcqucnt and Yulgnr  :issociation. 

I said jus t  now that  tLc Oficcrs thcmsclvcs instructcd tlic mcn. 
Xow it is quitc opcn t o  doubt ivhcthcr cmplogment ill such non- 
m i l i t n g  cnpncitics, nnd tlic constolit iutcrcoursc thcrcin iiivolvcd, add 
to tlicir reputation with tlic Incn, iind tlic rcspcct in vhicL they arc 
held. 

It is  curious how fiir tlic usngcs of socictx bctlvecn equals a r c  ob- 
A subnltcrn drilling n ride 

or n squad, n Captain inspecting liis company, n Comrnnriding Oniccr 
holding n pnmdc, n Gcncrhl rcviciving his brigade or division, alivays 
cornmcnccs with tlic salutation " Zdnr6vpli rcbnrtn " (;pod licnlth m y  
children), to  r h i c h  thc men rcply, " \Ye 1)-is11 i t  also (ndding the 
titlc of t hc  Oficcr t h y  nddrcss), aiid when on Inipcriiil prndcs, t h e  
cry, " IVc v i s h  good licnltli also t o  your Impcrinl 3I::jcsty " (Zdnrov- 
p 1 i  j c l i h  v k e  InipcrAtorsko reldclicstvo) pcnls fort11 from forty 
thousnnd throats, tlic cffcct is superb. Yct  tlic iricoiivciiiericc of 
Iiaring t g  grcct cach individual soldicr i n  your path must  Lc great. 

l h c  dcgrcc of education posscsscd by Russian Officcrs varies con- 
sidcrJb1,ly bctmccn thc Guard and tlic Army. Tlic supposition that  
cvcry Russian Oliiccr is  a. good linguist is entirely crmncous. In  t h c  
cavalry of the Guard, ncnrly all know Frencli colloquially, many spcnk 
Gcrrnan, but fcw can write grnmmnticnlly in citlicr lnngmigc. In the  
infantry of thc Gunrd,'sucli knowlcdgc csists in D smaller proportion, 
and in tlic troops of the Army it is n vciy grcnt crccption to mcct an 
Oficcr conversant with n forcign Inngnnge.:3 Tlic tlicorcticnl training 
of ~ o u n g  Officers is  bu t  littlc attcndcd to, though the  practic:tl tcncliing 
is vcry cstcndcd. In sonic garrisons and towns, militarx confcrciiccs arc 
licld, and but  littlc clsc is donc a t  present. Cnndidntcs for tlic Staff 

'arc rcqiikcd to pass tllrough thc  Xicholas Staff dcadcrny at  St. 
Pctcriburgli ; b u t  the  numbcr vlio offer tlicmsclrcs is so compnratircly 
small, that  many Staff OfEccrs hncc t o  bc appointed directly from tlicir 
regiments. It is  in tlic numcrical and intcllcctunl dcficicncy of Staff 
Oficcrs that  one of t h e  \;cakest points of tlic Russian Army lics. By 
n rcccnt rcgulation, promotions i n  the  Staff cprps will not tnkc plncc 
without a n  intcrrcgnum of rcgimcntal duty. 

I n  the cnsc of first commissions thcrc is  no I)robntion~ix~pcriod, bu t  an 
Oficcr of tlic Army desiring to entcr tlic Guards, by which Iic loscs tvio 
runks i n  seniority, is p u t  on his social trial for.sis niontlis, dur ing wlricli 
hc wcnrs his old uniform bcforc hc is dcfinitcly acccpted. I'roxrlotion goes 

1 Thc fnet that  tlicir 1 : i n p g c  c n i b n c c ~  ncarly all tlic roiinds of Euro cnn 
. t o n ~ u r s  cinbles Ressians to acqiiirc il far grc-tcr purity of accciit in i o r c i p  d u f x t s  
than is atlninnblc by 0 t h  nations, nud llcncc tlic foundation of tho popular error. 

, scrved Ii"t\vccri tlic Oficcrs 2nd tlic xncn. 
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by seniority u p  t o  the grade of Licutcnnnt-Colonel, \rhcncc i t  i s  so 
cntircly by sclcction t h a t  none h:ivc acccss to tlic sciiiority lists. Thcrc 
is 110 printcd nominal roll of tlic Ofliccrs. About six wceks’ lcarc of 
absence is  granted :innually, but tlic accumulation of two or thrco 
yc:irs is frequently takcn advantage of for purposcs of foreign tr:t-icl. 
Tlie pay is miscra1)ly sinall, nltliougli incrcascd of late, b u t  i t  is supple- 
mcntcd by periodical pecuniarr rc~vnrds for tlic s:itisGdory pcrformancc 
of dut-j-. du’othcr ixtlicr curious custom is the  giving of‘ ordcrs and 
decorations; yct  tlic pay is 60 sm:ill tha t  perhaps i t  is ncccssary t o  
est:iblish some cquiralcnt. T h c  breast of many n youth who lias Ilcrcr 
sccn n shot fired in earnest, glittcrs with ribbons and ordcrs, though 
I:ic!iing thc cross-swords which distiiiguisli tliosc obtninccl i n  the  field. 
Tlic posscssion of one order for n ccrtairi lciigtlt of timc entitles t o  
nnothcr, and so on. Tlic desire. t o  obtain tlicse flimsy ornnmcnts is 
nstonisliing, aiid i s  wA1 i1lustr:itcd by tlic reply of n young, rich, and 
srnart Offiwr of C:walry to  my query :is to why lie acccptcd tlic mono- 
tonoiis post of qnnrtcrnmstcr (the rcgimental paymnstcr ant1 qunrtcr- 
runstcr a rc  appointcd by the  Cornitxuiding OfIiccr from tlic sub:iltcni 
rnuk, and hcld during his pleasure), “ C’est cvidcnt on pcut obtcnir 
dcs tl6corations ;” o ~ i c  or two Scars i n  such n post entitling liirn to  some 
order, wliich in  tinic ~ w t i I d  bc su1q)lcnicntcd by n Iiandful. Russian 
Officcrs arc allowed to marry, b u t  must first, deposit 5,000 roubles as n 
guarantcc that  t h y  posscHs tlic mcans. 

Tlicrc arc four dcpnrtmcnts, u-liich bclong t o  c ~ e r y  bmrich of tho 
service, thc Ecclcsi:istical, the Transport and Commissnri:it, and thc 
Nedical. To every rcgimcnt and b:ittcry is attached n clcrgynian ; and i n  
cvcry barixck or camp is an dppointcd placc for divine worsliip. Attend- 
a ~ i c c  is cutircly rolnritary, but  thcrc arc vcry fcrr abscntccs. Tlic Russian 
solilicr slinrcs thc rclipious cliaractcr of his  countrymen. A c1inrc:li in 
sight, and thc soldici; thebailor, n o  less tlian pcrsoiis of their class in 
other wvallis of life, will take off thcir caps and (lcvoutly cross (hem- 
ECI~CS.  Few mcn, and no coinpnny, squadron, battery, or regiment 
arc withont thcir patron saint, whom iIri:igo t h y  .always kccp ncnr 
tlicm. On thc  Iiiarcli :ind i n  the  ficld, this picturc Iins its placc in t h e  
b:iggagc \vaggons, and at niglitfiill, be it whcrc it may, it is surroriuded 
by ilcrout worshippcrs, u-vhosc prayers arc  led by n chosen uon-commis- 
sioncd Officcr. 

It is iu thc‘solhtion of t h a t  dificult problem, “Army Transport,” 
t h a t  Gcnerd  JIilntin has pcrlinps esccllcd. ’ I n  llussin all military 
trmsport is man:igcd by tlic seve id  corps. Every cavalry regiment 
hns i ts  ic:ig,nons, in  pcacc and war, n t  thc rntc of one transport vaggon 
p c ~  squadron, for six days’ provision, arid onc ammunition wnggori per  
regiment, witli 30 rounds for eacli carbine, arid 00 for each pistol. 
Every inf intry rcgitucnt; has i ts  o m  thrcc-liorsc transport and ono 
amuiunitiou xaggon per cornpnny j tho liorscs belonging to the rcgi- 
mcnt and being drivcn and looked after by thcm.’ Iu ~ C C ,  b u t  ono 
wa<gon, and that Iiorscd by o d y  two Iiorscs, is kept np per cornpmy. 
If tlic Ofticers canuot End room for thcir baggngc,on the squadron o r  
company-wagons, o r  on t h e  one cs t rn  allowccl thcm, t h y  arc pcr- 
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296 TIIE I:USSI.\S ARIIY. 

mittcd to hare  tlicir oirn coiircpxec;. Tlic horses arc generally drircn 
in liand Ly onc soldier. Tlic transport iraggou contains pro-iisions for 
six days, and thc ammunition waggon 40 rounds per man. Dcsidcs 
the one transport and ihc o m  ammiinition-waggon pcr  company, cacli 
regiment has an orderly-room waggon,-whicli contains tlic litho. 
gapliing press, by which all regimental ordcrs arc printed and sent to 
each O5cer-preventing the nwcssity of playing liidc and seek n i th  the 
ordcrly corporal,-tlic pay-ofico ~ v q g o u ,  four ambulances, onc liospitnl 
cart, one rnedicinc cart, and tlic 1s t  regiment of cnch division ; a band. 
waggon, but thcsc a rc  horscd only in tune of war. 

115th regard to tlic Commissariat, i t  is impossible to say how far  it i.j 
prepared to stand tlie test of an cstcrnal campaign. 

Altliongli tlic dcficicncy of medical ofiiccrs is w r y  scrions (but mnch 
1css so than during tlic Crimcan war), the llledical Dcpartnicnt of the 
Russiau Army is well administercd, or ratlicr, tlie rcgulntions which 
gorern it, arc misc and proridcnt. To prol-idr n due nunibcr of snrgcons, 
tlic Gorcrnment givcs a frce education a t  the rncdical college a t  St. 
Pctcrsbuigh to such students as e n g q c  to serrc tlircc scars in the 
b y  wlien called upon. In thc field cadi compnny is attcndcd by an 
apotliccary proyided 115th proper medicaments and surgical applianccs, 
bcsidcs nhicii the oficcrs’ scrrants and unarrnccl men arc formcd into 
n body, irorking in action by companies, tauglit and instructcd in the 
leading principles of military aurgcry, and drillcd periodically in the 
most approrcd rnctliods of rcmoririg the woundcd from thc field, and 
affording them tcmpomry rclicf. Xoreorer, in many regiments, the 
senior surgcon gircs periodical lccturcs to tlic Oficcrs and men 011 the 
first stcps to be takcn when wounded if skilled assistance be not at 
liand--n system, tlicutility of which it i s  not for me to cnlargc upon- 
and it is in contcmplation to provide cach man with n roll of lint. The 
prcscnt sanitary condition of tho Russinn Army is considcrcd to be in 
:dl respects satisfactory, although consuniption and rheumatism brought 
on  by the poor lodging-accommodation of tho troops, arc dccidcdly 
on jlic increase. All slight cases arc trcatcd in tlie:rcgimcntal Iiospitals, 
nliercas specific and serious discascs arc sent to the divisional hospitals. 

Here I take the liberty of gi\-ing csprcssion to npnssing idcn of my own, 
which found some fnroiir Kith those to whom I mcntioncd it abroad, but 
rggnrding thc utility or  pmctirxbility of which, I can giro no opinion. 
It being tlic uunnimons opinion of those who harc  Lecn tlirougli the 
latc wars that the brassard on tlic arms of tlic Arniy Hospital Corps 
and surpons,  the red cross on ambnhnccs, and the flag of thc Genera 
Conrcntion, arc not suficicntly conspicuous to protect tlie trains of 
wounded and tlioso cngngcd in succouring them, from !irc, in the mist 
and confusion of combat, and it being liigbly dcsirable i i i  the mcrcst 
interests of humanity to prcvcnt such destruction as Gir a s  possible, 
that an international conrcntion be proposed to clothe all surgeons, 
liospital assistants, apothecaries, bearcrs of tho wounded, arid drivers 
of ambulances in a tunic of white or otlicr conspicuous colonr, eutircly 
pcculinr to thcm, with trouscrs of a colour peculiar to cach nation, to 
prevent pcrwns in this, so to say, neutral garb gctting through tlic 
outposts and obtaining iuformation of tlie niorcmcnts and intentions of 
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TIIE XUSSIAS ARMY. 297 

tlic cncmy; that all ambulances bc painted mliitc, and horsed solely 
\Tit11 whitc or grcy horses, ivhich must consequently be cxcIudcd from 
thc otlicr brnnchcs of thc Serl-iec, and used as chargers by surgeons 
and unarmed mcn, crnploycd solely on tlic field to look after tho 
wounded. All fir0 0x1 persons \rearing the uniform ngrccd upon, o r  
upon \:-aggons tlius painted and horsed, to be strictly forbidden. 

I a111  ell awnrc that such a proposition cinnot firid favour with 
many, and notably with tlic gcillant Scots' Greys and the Grey Battery, 
but I vcnturc to submit that such a conspicuous colour is unsuitable 
for  iicld operations, and thc proof of it lics in the cselusion of whito 
or grey horses from tlio French service,-whilc thcy werc formerly 
cmploycd, almost csclusivcly, by the Army Rcorganiz?tion Committcc, 
-on qccount of the mark they offcrcd for artillcry fi*c during thc latc 
war, and thcir cvidcnt unsuitability for vcilcttc duty. I n  Prussin 
and Austria. but few grcy liorscs ;wo used in military service, and in 
llussia tlic country is comparatircly destitute of them. 

I now propose briefly to trcat on tlic scparatc details of each arm of 
the ScI'vicc', its ;irniament, equipment, and peculiar clial:1etcr, liaving 
aIready cndcarourcd to set bcforc sou  thc points they sliarc in common. 

The Lfu i i f ry  

as  tlic most important, tlic most numerous, and tlic most eficicrit arm 
of tlic Scrvicc, shall first occupy o u r  attention. 

Tlic Russi:in footmcn, rcady to spring into action a t  thc signal of tlic 
1 7  Ism, are composed of:- 

10 llcgimcnts of guards, each Kith 3 battalions. 
14 Ncgimcnts, of 3 battalions of Grcnadicrs, of Irhich 0, regi- 

ments arc attaclicd to tlic Gu:ird. 
4 Caucasian regiments, of 4 battalions of Grciindicrs. 

148 Rcgimeqts, of 3 battalions, of Infantry of thc Line. 
1 2  Caucasian rcgimcrits of infantry of 4 battalions. 

40 nnttalions of Rifles of the Linc. 
4 Battalions of Rifles of tlio Guard. 

4 Caucasian Rifle battalions. 
4 Turkcstan Iliflc battalions, tlicrcforc 188 rcgimcnts, with 580 

Infantry aud 32 Rifle httaliolis, massed into 3 Divisions of 
Infantry of tlic Guard. 

4 Divisions of Grenadiers. 
40 Divisions of Infantry of tlic Line, cacli of about 14,000 coni- 

batants. 
8 13;igndcs of Rifles. 

Every battalion of infantry consists of foiir cornpanics and onc riflc 
company. TVlicn the tlircc battalions parade togctlicr, tlic rifle COIXI- 

panics, each benring tlic numbcr of its battalion, arc brought together 
into onc battalion. The cornpanics arc numbered successively through- 
out tho regimcnt. Thus the first bathlion lias cornpanics 1 to 4 ; tlic 
second 4 to 8 ; ancl tllr! third 8 to 12. Thc regiment is comrriaridcd by 
a 3Lajor-Gcncral in the Guards, ancl by a full Colonel in the Army, 

YOL. XYI. S 
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298 TIlE RUSSIAN AllMT. 

and each battalion has  a Licutcnant-Colonel at  i ts  hcad. 
xncntal staff consists of- 

T h c  rcgi. 

4 Field O ~ C C ~ S ,  1 Commanding Rifle Battalion, n Regimental Adju- 
tant, n P a p a s t c r ,  Quartermaster, Niisketrj- Instructor, an Officer 
in command of t h e  non-combatant company, n Drum-JInjor, a 
Trumpet-JInjor, 1 Suricon-Xajor, arid . 3  Assistant-Surgeons, 1 or 
2 Chaplains, and .tho non-combat:mt conipariy, i n  which aro clerks, 
mcehanics, train soldiers; and O5ccrs’ servants. 

Thc  battalion staff consists of- 
A Battalion Aljutant ,  n Battalion Drum- ::nd Trumpct--hlnjoi; and a 

trained Xpotl!ccary. 
The strcngth o f ,  a bat idion of‘ Infantry is rcgilated by four s c a b -  

(u . )  Thc war strcngtli, with 300 rank and file, of whom GO arc M- 

(b.) The augmcntcd pcacc cstablishmcnt with GSO rank  and file, of 

(c.) Tlic pcacc cstablishment Kith 500 rank and filc, of wliom 20 arc 

Id . )  The cache cstablishmcnt with 320 rank and filc. 

nrmcd in rcseri-e. 

whom 40 are unarmed LU rescrw. 

iinarxucd in rescrrc. 

According to thcsc four staridards, the numbcr of O5ccrs  nnd h’on- 
commissioned Ofliccrs is  dctcrmincd. A Cxptairi or sccond Captain 
i s  in  command of a cornpanr, with n’Licutcnnnt, Sub-licutcnant, and 
Ensign. In timc? of pcacc one of these Officcrs can a1vig-s be on Imrc 
at n timc. 
011 tlic war establishmcnt a company consists of- 

mnks iiistcncl of at the War School). 
1 Junkcr  (a candidate for n commission, qualifj-ing for it in thc  

4 Scnior Sergeants. 
12 Junior Kon-commissioned Officcrs. 
20 Lance Corpoxds. 

148 Privatcs. 
1 Pay-Scrgcant. 
3 Drummers. 
3 Uuglcrs.. 
1 Armonrcr Sergcant. 

12 Privatcs in rcscrre. 
1 hpotliccary and 1 apotliccmy pupil. 
4 Officers’ servants. 

In  all 211 non-commissioned Ofliecrs and mcn. Tlic riflc compnnics 
]lave an additional Subnltcrc and Oficers’ servant, 5 buglers and no 
drummers. 

Tlie Russian infunti-y is at present nrmcd with the Rr inck  ionrcrtcd 
rifle, bu t  tlic Bcrdan brecch1o:idcr will shortly bc issued. The rifles of 
311 b u t  the riflc compnnics, and ciglit pickcd shots per company, 
 so sights arc acljustcd to  1,?00 yards, arc sightcd only u p  to  GOO 
prds ,  to prcrcnt tha t  chanec-shooting at iuipossiblc ranges i n  KIiich 
tllc Frcncli troops (luring thc  h t c  ~ x i r  \i.nstcd tlicir nmmnnition. The 
nicn carry 90 rounds apicce, in .n pouch oii cacli sidc of tlie clasp of 
tllc lyaistbcit, and GO in  i l i ~  li~vrcs:~cl<, bcsidcs ~vliicli 40 rounds pcr 
Inan are carried i n  thc compnny transport ~-i:iggoii, and 60 morc Kith 
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TIIE ItUSSIAS AElT. 299 

tlic artillery rcscrw. Bayoncts arc alrrays kept fised, and,bcsidcs the 
hiyolict tlic troops hayo :I short sword so adjustcd as not to bump 
against thc leg on tlicmnrch. Tlic nniform is grcj-, thc field lied-dress D 

suiall chaco, thc belts and straps are whitc in thc Guard, esccpt thcriflc 
companies, who h3~c,blacli,  and in the Army all \vc* black. Tho 
knnpsack is Smllisli, but liea-iy. Altogctlcr tho soldicr cirrics 
G8 Ibs., including his thrcc days’ provision. Thc Olficcrs and colonr 
sergeant liavc a curred sword, and i pistol in n black lcathcr casc on 
tlic riglit hand side of tlie belt. Tlic regimental colour is a r r i c d  by 
the most distinguished non-commissioned Offiecr. 

It is improbablc that thc Russian infantry soldicr has any r i d  
on tlic march. With thcir trouscrs tuckcd into tlicir long boots, 
the troops stcp out so fast tlint if oiicc 100,jar‘ds ahcad of you, no 
\mlliiug effort will catch thcm, and thus thcy cnu go on day after 
duy, cxisting on food wliicli \could Icaw our mcn to starve. Thcir 
proficicncy, too, in p n a s t i c  csercisrs is  w r y  great. Xor is this 
confined solcly to tlic iufantry; for t h r c  is no barrack room tlirough- 
out tlic Fcrvicc. Khicli is not furnished with n ~vooden liorsc and 
parallel bars, on which tho conipany practisc daily throughout the 
winter uiidcr tlicir Ofiiccrs, and in surnmcr, rcgular gymnastic 
apparatus is cstablislicd on crcry camping ground. Thc feats 
they pcrform, fully accoutred, cavalry soldier as \vcll as infantry, are 
truly irondcrful. A t  thc bayonet cscrcise, also, their proficicncy is 
of no mean order, for, stirnulatcd by small prizes, t h y  Iinvc thc most 
exciting matclics with each otlicr; and t o  tcach them to tlilust accu- 
ratcly, n straw ball is suspcnded from the cciliiig, aud thc men com- 
pctc, iindcr dircction, in striving to makc it siving stmiglit b ~ -  a dircct 
centre thrus,t. They also practisc tlirusting at a .  straw figure, behind 
which tlic instructor stands parrying tlic blow. 

The movcmcnts of tlic Russian infantry are very loose, though w r y  
rapid: For instance in mliecling upon .a pirot the men scramble.to 
their placcs on thc word “marcli.” Tlic drill is supposcd to  bc based 
upon that practiscd at thc 3Iodcl Battalion, to  whicli ouc rna~i is Ecnt 
annually pcr battalion for two years. 

Tlic order of march is g e n c i d j  in column of scctions, though mom- 
mcnts in fours arc frcqucntly pcrformcd. Thc Captain of n company 
is in front, attcndcd by tlic buglcr and “ jnlonnew,” or marker, who 
lias n srrinll flag fiscd ixto thc niuzzlc of his riflc. Each company 1x1s 
n, diKcrciit colourcd flag, arc1 tlic number of thc conipn~iy tlicrcon. In 
camp it is plnccd in the grouiid in front of the tcnt of the Company 
Cornmapdcr. A subaltern is OIL tlic riglit of each section. 

To prcrciit tho mcn falling into tlic liabit of h l t i n g  beforcan enemy 
by doing so in pc:icc Inniicuu\-rcs, when fricndly foes meet, tlic men 
chnrgc through each other, Iioldiiig tlicir rifles pcrpcndicularly aloft. 
Nnnj-  n little accident frcqucntly results from a fillling bnjonct, .but thc 
men iicvcr losc tlicir tcinpcr and thcy enjoy thc fim. 0 1 1  o ~ i c  occasion, 
when visiting tlic Litliuaninn Rcginicnt of tlic Gllard with tlicir Com- 
mnnd:iiit, General Baroii Korfi; his Esccllcncy askcd mc what compn- 
nics I slionld likc to rec turnctl out. Being pressed, I said the riflc 
companicu of tlic tn-o first Lattnlions. HC had thc calls sounded, 2nd 

1 3  
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300 TIIE RUSSIAN AIiXT. 

in trio minutes thc cornpanics with tlieir Officcrs ~vcrc  falling in on 
tlicir private paradcs ; in thrcc, they were doubling toivards tlic centre 
of the enormous squarc from oppositc corners of tlic bnmicks, in fire, 
tho rcspectirc comrnands " front and rear tlirii " brought tlicm into 
collision. Orcr  weut at lcast twenty on the slip'pcrj- icc and snow, but 
i n  another rninutc both compnnics w r c  doubling back by scctions to  
thcir parades. In ciglit minutes from tlic timc tho buglc sounded, the 
men were dismissxl, Iiad dcpositcd thcir arms, aud n-erc on tlicir I)-:~Y 
to thc czntccn cnch to  dririk tlic glass of .r.odEi g iwn  thcm by the 
Gcncral. Tlicre is a regimental eantccn, but on n vcr.5 primitire scale; 
for out of the farthing or so per  diem that the Russian soldic~s clear,- 
tIicrc is riot much uiargiu for cstmwgnncc, nor do they Imnt muc11, 
for tlicy don't smokc, a$ only di-ink pcriodically. 

Throughout the sumnicr months infan ty  regiments arc encamped, 
and then all sorts of mnnccurrcs take placc; but evcu iu winter the 
bngle sometimes sounds at sunrise for n company to turn out, and off 
it is instantly sent to a distancc of 40 or 30 rcrsts (5 of n mile). fit 
noon another is dispatchcd to intercept its return. 'l'hc Gcncml rides 
out to witness tlic ve ) zc~~i t rc ,  which Iic criticises in that night's orders. 

This last minter the troops at St. Pctcrsburgh marchcd by brig;idcs 
60 rnilcs out and 60 in, bcing but n w c k  absent. 'l'licy took tlicir 
provisions with them, and wcro billeted a t  night iri tho villages. 
Although tlic tlicrmometcr lirid ~ C V C P  riscn mncli abovc zcro, Fahr.; 
the appcai-,lncc of one brigado on parado at 2 o'clock, bcforo tlic 
Enipcror,.on the day it came in (Iiaving done thc 1aSt stagc tlint morri. 
ing), was admkblc ,  both as to men and liorscs. The mcn ricrc clean, 
and marched pnst as freslily as if just  out of thcir bcds. 
1 hare alrcndy incutioucd the company-transport, tlic company 

organisation for proriding for thc ~ ~ o u u d c d ;  but to a yet grcater 
(lcgrcc docs Gcncral JIilutin cudearour to pcrfcct tlic lhss inn  infantry. 
Ten men pcr regiment arc attached annually to tlic field artillcry for 
six moutls, so that tlicrc arc always a t  lcast 80 men pcrregimcnt fit to 
do d u g  as arti l ler~mcn in easc of nccd, and ciglit men per company 
carry intrcncliing tools bctwccn tlicm, arid h a w  been instructcd in 
thowing  up tcmpoixry works. Tho Russian soldicr is  +cry Iinndy, 
most mcu cm use tlic hatchet (all wooden LuiIdings in Russia. aro 
crcctcd with tho lintcliet douc, ivitliout saw or liammcr), cook, and 
sew. All the clotliing is mndc up  aiid fittccl iri.thc compnnics, even to  
tho spiuning of thc braid. Ercry soldicr, of w-hntcvcr arm, has four 
uniforms, a11 of tlic same pittern, thougli of diffCK'CIlt dates of issue. 
Tho recruit rcccivcs n complctc snit of uniform, knoivri ns Xo. 1 j in 
t11c second  car of his scrricc this Lccomcs No. 2, and is worn on 
ordinary occasions, No. 1, thc new suit, being rcscrvcd for Iiigli days 
and fcstivald. In the third year tlic oldest suit is known as KO. 3, and 
docs for l.,air;tck-.aiid rough \rear, KO. 2 bcing \Torn on rcgimcntnl 
p a d c s ,  and No. 1 still bcing in thc place of honour. Again cadi suit 
rises n numbcr, KO. 4 bcirig rcservcd only for barrack \\-car, No. 3 for 
ro+ work- Xo. 2 for tlic town and rcgimc!ital paradcs, and No. 1 for 
Grand Ducnl inspections. sit tlic end of the fourth ycnroll that is k f t  
of KO. 4 becomes the property of the soldicr. 
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TIIE ILUSSIAS ARJIT. 301 

S o u  may see, from what  I linvc said above, how independent of the  
other arms tlic Russian infptry is ; hori i t  contains.nitbin itself all i t  
C;IU need; how neither summer suns uor winter sno&s impair i ts  
training; and vi t l i  what justice docs t h e  Tsar  pride liimsclf 011 tlic 
cEciencj- of his foot soldiers. 

cncnqy.  

The Cavalry of tlic Russian Army is  composed of- 

10 regiments of ca~a l ry  of the Guard. 
18 regiments of Dragoons. 
14 re+cnts of Lancers. 
14 regiments of Hussars. 

Thus, 66 rcgimcnts, with 124 combatant squadrons, arc massed 
into- 

2 di-iisions of cn-ialry of tlic Guard, 
7 divisions of caralry of the Line, 

. 1 division of Cnucasiaii Dragoons, 
witl; n numerical strcn$h of about 31,000 combatants, which, how- 
cvcr, cau I)c augincntcd to almost any extent by the  incorporation of the  
i r r e p h r  ca-ialry. ' 

A t  the  head of each regiment of the Guard is a Major-General; of 
the line, n Coloricl. Tr io  squadrons form n regimental dirision, o r  
wing, commanded by n Licutcuaut-Colonel. 

the  first four bciug combatnut, and tlic fifth, commanded by n Captain 
sclcctctl by tlic clcctiou of his compccrs, n dcp5t squadrou, quartered 
apar t  from the regiment, in some suitable locality for the supply of 
horses, cliargcd with the  preliminary training of recruits in peace and 
in  war, and the purchase and brcal;.ngof remounts. Government haras 
linvc lately been established in the steppes of Little Russia, where tile 
l u s w i a n t  pasturage pro-iidcs great  facilities for the breeding of liorses ; 
b u t  at  present the cnralry is largely depcndcnt on private dealers, who 
come and offer tlicir horses to  the Captain of tlic rcscr-ic squadrons. 

. The diflicnlty of forming 3 cavalry soldier being so much greater than 
that  of training an infantry man, cavalry regiments arc kept so nearly on 
tlicir war footing, that  3 contingent of about 50 h e n  and horses would 
bring most of tlicm up to tlicir due complement for the field, n system 
ivhich vionlcl, i n  the event of \var, cnablc the  c n r a l r j  to  be pushed for- 
ward to protect the frontier from tlie \-cry inomcut of the declaration of 
hostilities ; i t  will be remembered how grcnt a n  advantage tlic Prusshns 
thereby deri-ied on tho ontbrcali of the  late campaign. 
. The Russian squadron is  divided into four sections, each commanded 

1))- a subaltern, who is responsible to the squadron leader for i ts  duc'cfi- 
cicncy, a s  the latter is to  tlic Colonel for t h e  squadron. 

The squadron numl crs 148 mounted Nou-commissioned Ofiecrs and  
mcn, 4-i. dismounted hon-commissioned Olliccrs aud men, and 7 O5ccrs. 

I 1  IIic regiment of rcgu1:ir Russian cavalry is composed of five squadrons, 

. ,, 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
L

ee
ds

] 
at

 0
6:

09
 1

2 
A

ug
us

t 2
01

3 



302 TIIE RUSSIAS ATSIT. 

The rcgimcntal staff is the same as in the infantry, with the addition of 
? retcrinarj- surgcon. 

Thc rc- 
mounts maybc purcliascd a t  any ngc bctwccn 4 and 12, but a t  thc tcr- 
mination of'tlic 12th p i r  thcy must be cast, nor arc t h y  takcn on the 
strcn:;th of thc rcginicnt until rising six; and it is indccd ncccssary 
that they s1101iId bc in tIic prinic of life during army scrricc, for no com. 
fortable stable, jiotliiiig but wooilcri slicds, protcct tho  liorscs of the 
Russian cav:iIry from tlic wintry blast. Standing on an arcragc about 
15.2, with short thick-sct legs, they perform prodigies, in spitc of the 
har j -  wcight t h y  1ia-i.c to carrx. Your feeds of corn, Iiny :it morning 
and ni$i:, arid \vater foiir timcs per ilieni, ad l i l i i fu i i z ,  kccp thcm in 
csccllcut condition ; and being admir;ibly groomcd, always bcddctl don-n 
with straw, without rack c h i n  or othcr licad-gcnr bcsidcs tlic Iialtcr, with 
the horsc accoutrcmciits lianging a t  tlic cnd of tlic stall, and thc Iiorsc's 
nnmc, age a t  n-liicli Iiurchnsed, when, and LJ- irliom, 2nd thc nnnic of 
the ritlcr, engn-icd on a briglit tin plntc orcr cach stall, n visit to n caralry 
stable is n most ngrccnblc sight, for tlic wliolc of the Iiorscs of tlic squad- 
ron arc togctlicr. 

I t  cannot, hoircrcr, bc dcnicd that influcnza, which in its aggr:i~'atcd 
form turns to  typlius, is occasionally cpidcmic in tlic ivintcr; but sorc 
backs arc total)y, I say totally, nnlinowi, and why is this? The  
saddle, though cumbrous and licn-ir, ncvcr liurts thc Iiorsc. Fouv 
scparatc folds of soft fclt, cadi f inch thick, suppoTt n wooden frame 
prcvioiisly fittcd to the liorsc's bare back; on thc woodcn framc is 
strappcd tlic horse rug, and tlie saddle .is complctc. The folds of felt 
being intcrchaugcnblc, whcn ouc is \yet or hnrdcncil by dried pcrspira- 
tion, i t  is turricd round or placcil on tlic top of thc otlicr, so that a pcr- 
fectly clcan soft niatcrial is always nest tlic horse's skin. It is like rc- 
stuffin: a saddlc crcry day. Girth-3dls arc, too, quitc unknown, fo r  one 
" inch " strap is siifficicnt to S C C U ~ C  the  irooilcn framc :ind the  folds 
nndcrncath, and one o-icr the blankct and saddlc, makcs t l ~ c  wliolc pcr- 
fcctly firm. No martingalcs or cruppers arc uscd, and tlic horses tails arc 
allowcd almost to  touch tlic ground, to  cnablc thcm to brush array tlic 
Gcs which torment tlicru. in tlic summer. An improrcmcnt is  shortly 
promiscd in tlic bridlcs, but a t  prcscnt thcy arc clumsy and Iicnvj-. The 
mcn alr~ays ride on the curb, csccpt in tho mancgc, wlicn the simplc 
bidoon is frcqncntly uscd. 

Of 
consitlcrab!~ staturc, tlicy Iisrc not bccn sclcctcd as light ~c ig l i t s ,  nor 
arc their accoutremerits 'dcsigncd to case tlic liorsc's back; and it is  
somewhat astonishing to find a hussar mountcd and cquippcd u-itli his 
saddlc, appointmcnts, foragc, and prorisioli for tlircc days, wcighing 
ovcr 25 stone (360 Ibs.), when J V ~  arc told that spccd is no~radays the 
first qnalification for caralry. 

In point of armamcnt thc Russian caralq- is  somcivhat bcliind the 
age, althoogli, as in tlic otlicr branches of thc  Scrvicc, spccdy rcfoipl is 
promiscd. A cnrrcd sabre, a pistol issiicd in 1833, and r l i i ch  no 
onc would d a ~ .  fire, and n lnucc for tlic front rank mcn of. all re$- 
'mcnts, hussars and cuircssicrs includcd-crcn in lauccr rcgimcnts the 

From $20 to 2 2 7  is about thc price paid for rcmounts. 

Froin tlic liorscs we must now pass to  the rncn thcy h a w  t o  czrry. 
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TnE RUSSIAN ARMY. 303 

front milk only of cach squadron is proridcd Kith lances-complete tlic 
weapons possessed b1 tlie Russian cnr-alry mcn. A Uerdau carbine and 
D rcvolrcr for cach man are, Iio~vcrcr, spoken of. 

In pcrson:il equipment thc llussinn caralry soldier differs but little 
from 0 t h  Contincntil troops, boots and  pantaloons being almost 
u n i r c r d .  

As to drill I am incompetent to spcak bcsidcs that tlio cavalry 
.movc in threes, and that the ridiiig-school drill is csactly the eiimc as 
our own ; but manatnvrcs, squadron against squadron, dirision against 
dirkion, and regiments against regiments, bcsidcs much practice in 
outpost nnd vcdcttc duty arc carricd ou throngliout the summer months. 
As to smartness, I saw a squadron of Lnncers, with crcrF man in fulI 
marcliing order, crcrj- horsc saddlecl arid bridled, ready iu G+ minutes 
from thc time thc Commanding OfEiccr entered the st:Lblc quitc ~mcs-  
pcctcdly, found tlic men lounging about and gavc the alarm. 

Tlic nien ridc 11-el1 as n rule, but tlic Grand Uukc Xicholas, Inspcctor- 
Gcncral of Camliy, is constantly ciidcaroiirin:: to improrc thc equcs- 
t r im  talent of thc OIIiccir;. At  tlic Grand Ducal inspcctions,~crcry 
OfKccr, Kon-Commissioncd Officer and man, passes singly before His 
Impcrial IIigliucss, and tlierc arc but few defects crcn in incliridunls t ha t  
are not discorercd. 

I cannot omit to nicntion one point about the Riissim caralry, which 
is pcciiliar to them, and ivliich might avail them niucli iu the ficld; I 
mean thc dragoons, \rho arc simply monntcd infantry. Whcn it is 
dcsirablc for them to act on foot, one mqn in tlircc is left to liold two 
liorscs, and then unencumbcrcd by spiirs or dangling sirords, bu t  
armcd wit11 rifles, they pcrforrn iiif:intry work with tlic greatest 
efficicncy. ‘J’lie command of tlic horsc dctaclimcnt is cntrustcd to the 
scnior subaltern, who lias orders to kccp as far ns  possiblc under corer, 
yet to keep as ncar :is possiblc to thc dragoons acting ou foot, in order 
that tho viords “ to  horsc ” may bc nlmost irnmcdiatcly put into csecu- 
tion, in order to cliargc disheartened i d a n t T ,  to  mcct cnralry facc to  
fiicc, or to rctirc sviiftly before superior numbers. 

Ai-tillcry. 
Tlic artillery is  tlio arm of the Scrvicc on viliicli many Russian 

Officcrs specially pricio theriisclvcs. TVcrc I an artillei-yman I might 
possibly be nblc to say ivhy.x-itli greater csactitudc ; homeccr, I will 
lct you judge for yoursclvcs. 

Tlic llussian artillcry consists of- 
3 Brigades of field :u.tilIcry of thc Guard. 
4 Brigades of Grcriadier field artillcry. 

1 Brigade of liorsc artillery of tlic Guard. 
7 Rrigrndcs of Army liorsc nrtillcrr; or, 

43 Brigades of Army ficld artillery. 

48 Rifled %pounder batteries. 
105 Rifled 4-poiinJcr bnttcries. 

2 3-pounder mountain batteries. 
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304 TIIE RUSSIAX .\RJIl'. 

50 Batteries of mitraillcuscs. 
18 Rifled 4poundcr battcrics for horse artillcrx ; 

i.e., 1,400 cannon and 400 mitmillcuscs. 
Eacli field brigade of artillery is composed of two 4-poundcr and onc 

9-poundcr battery of cight guns each, in all twcnty-four guns, and is 
attached to n dirisiori of infautry, thus gi-iing two p u s  pcr 1,000 men; 
n nnmbcr dccmcd rcry insnfficimt for n European campaign. It is 
tlicrcforc in contemplation to add another battery to tach brigade, but 
~viictlier this battery shall be of mitr;iiIIeuscs is not yet decided. A 
brigade of horse artillcry is nttaclicd to each division of cnralry in the 
ficld. 

AS in tlic battalion of infantry, there arc rarions scales for the 
strength of n battery, viz.:- 
(0.) The war cstnblishmcnt, wlicn all thc guns and ammunition carts 

arc liorscd, and tlic complement of men for fivc sub-di-iisions of which 
tlic fifth is held in rcscrrc, is complctc. 

( b . )  Tlic augmented peace cstablishmcnt, Then a11 tlic guns, but only 
eight ammunition carts per battery arc liorscd, and tlicrc arc but 
sufiicicnt men for four sub-divisions. 

(c.) Tlie ~ieacc cstablislimcnt, when but four guns and two ammuni- 
tion carts (or four in thc Guard) per batter)- arc horscd. The four sub- 
divisions arc kcpt up, but consist of f c w x  mcn. 

Tile strerigtli of n 4-poundcr ficId battery on tlic ~ y a r  cstablishmexit 
is- 

G Officers. 
255 Non-commissioned Officcrs and men. 
160 Horses. 

1 G  Ammunition carts, tmo to cach gun. 
2 Baggagc waggons. 
4 W;iggons, artillcry park, including a field forgc. 
1 Ambulnncc. 

Thc 9-pounder bnttcry bas an addition of 61 men, 54 Iiorscs, 8 ammu- 

The horse artillery 4-pounder battery has- 
7 Officers. 

330 Men. 
324 Borscs. 

nition a r t s ,  and 1 park waggon. 

IG Ammunition carts, 2 bngpgc, 4 park, 1 ambulance, and 1 sparc 

Every battery has eight guns, and is divided into tiyo divisions and 
four sub-divisions; and although the guns arc nominally 9- and 
4-poundcrs, thcy throw a considcrabl-j heavier projectile than guns 
of the s a c  nominal calibre in otlicr services. But still tlic Russians 
possess no field-piecc capable of coping with our  ncm 1G-pounder. Tlio 
Russian cannon arc bronzc breech-loaders.* Al thou~l i  they in-no 11-n~ 
deny thc superiority of steel for gun metal, they retain bronze, as they 
are able to mnnnfacturo and repair the guns made of it in their own 

* Thrrc arc some stcel ficld nrtillcrr guns in etorc, but they nil1 only bc irsucd 
in tho ercnt of nor. Their number is not publicly knonn, but it is bclicvcd to bc 
.about 4". 

waggon. 
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THE BUSSTAX ARMY. 305 

t-menals,’ whereas thcy mould be almost entirely dependent on Krnpp’s 
factory in Prnssin if thcy adopted steel. I bclicvc, Iioivcvcr, that one 
factory of steel gnus for lie,avy ordnance has been establislied. 

Thcir retention, too, of the breech-loading system for field artillcry 
is erplaincd by the usc of bronze guns, cren if thc oft-quoted esprcs- 
sion that Prmsirr Iias breech-loading c;innon, therefore that system 
must bc thc best, did not offer sufiicient rcason, for the irregularities of 
tho bore after the bronzc gun is Iicatcd, put’scrious cMkultics in the 
way of muzzle-loading, added to  tlic incrcasc of windage. Tlic bromc 
gun is but ill to bo depended upon after from one to two hnndred 
rounds, when i t  usually has to  be returned to the arscnal to bc re-cast. 

I said “ carts” advisedly, 
instead of \vaggons, for the ammunition of the Russian artillcrj- is 
carried in two-wheel carts, drawn by tllrcc horscs abreast, the driver 
riding the near horse-n system entirely peculiar to Russia, SO many 
disadvantngcs attend tlicse caissons that 1 can but think that they must 
morc tlian conuterbalaiicc the advantages, if any indccd mist  besides 
tlic smaller spncc they occupy on tlic line of march; n wlic~l coming 
o f ,  or thc centre Iiorsc, who is in tlic shafts, falling, and thc clisastcr 
rnrrst bc complctc ; and not least of all, thc driver must be a man of 
estmorclinary miiscle if I10 can control threo lio~ses, and two in one 
hand, with plain bidoon bits. The result frequently is that mhcn the 
battery is brought suddenly into action, tlic tlircc liorscs of the 
caisson arc seen galloping bcyond control in n contrary dircetion, with 
thcir precious load bcliind tlieui. Thc body of thc ammunition cart 
consists of :L box, about 4 feet by 3, and I! deep, divided into corn- 
partments, each holding, in tlio case of the 9-ponndcrs, 34 rounds, and, 
as thrcc bclong to each gun, and 18 rounds (16 common shells, and 
f! mitraillc) are in the gun-limber, 120 rounds arc nvailablc, or 130 in 
fhc  cnsc of thc 4-pounder field or horse artillery gun. 
As the lid of tlie caisson can only be opened as n whole, and it is 

iiccessary to use some exertion to opcn it, the delay must be scrims in 
getting the ammnnition out, if it bc opened each timc; yet if left opcn 
the remaining rounds u-ould get wet if in bad weather. In the field, a 
.spade, pick, and s k i  faseines arc carried behind cncli caisson, to  throw 
up a hasty revetment or makc n wide ditch passable. 

I spoke just  now of alnmurlition-~rts. 

With tlic artillery park or reservc are further con-ieyed- 
180 rounds for each 9 pounder. 
l i 0  ,, 9 1  4 - 1, 

60 11 ,, Infnntry rifle. 
20 1 ,  ,, Dragoon ,, 
10 9 ,  ,, pistol nnd barrack rifle. 

‘These arc so packed iliat the supply for n regiment, battery, or 
squdron can be instantly taken out and sent to the front. 

As regirds rnanccuvring, I am incompetent to speak, but  I may say 
d i a t  I snm :I battery of Horsc Artillerr drilling admirably 0x1 ground so 
slippeiy that a m a u  could hardly keep his legs. 

The harness of tlieartillery is not of the finest workmanship. Tlic 
collars and pads are hca-iy and cIumsy, and thc ropc traccs so incon- 
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306 TITE RUSSIAN A I X Y .  

FcnicntIy long, that wrhcn D gun is suddcnly haltcd, or is going doir-ri hill, 
t h y  \-cry frcqucntly trail upon tlic ground and gct ciitnnglcd in the 
Iiorscs’ fect. A complctc sct of n c ~ v  harness for tlic n-holc battery is 
nl~v-nys kept in storc to IJC takcn into ivcar vlicn ordcrcd on servicc. 

I must now dcrotc n fciv words to  tlic mitmillcuscs, of d i ic l i  tlicrc 
arc 400 (200 rnorc arc ordcrcd) in 50 b:itterics of riglit picccs in tile 
Russian scrvicc. Tlie sjstem is tlie Gntling lO-Larrcl, somcwliat iiu- 
p o r e d  in  the brccch-mcclinnisrn by Gcncrnl Gorloffs (tho kussinn 
military nttncli6 a t  Wnshingtori) introduction of n E C ~ C W ,  ~rorkcd  by 5 
handlc, ivliich slowly mores thc breccli during discliargc, about six 
inches each way. The muzzlc, of conrrc, mores in tlie contrary dircc- 
tion, and thus tlie lntcrnl rnrigc is considerably extended, and, it is  
asserted, is capablc of covering the front of‘ n company of infantry. 

The llussinn niitinillcuscs wcre ordcrcd in n pnnic after tlic outbreak 
of tlic Franco-Prus.iisn irar ; and so grcat was the cntliusiasm plicn 
they arrived nt St. Pctcrsbnrgh, that processions of .c.ielcomc wcrc 
organized by ccstatic Indics. Tct, novi that calmer momcnts linvc sue- 
cccdcd to tlie stnrtling cveiits of tliat year, the suitability of mitrail- 
Ieuses for tlic ficld is being scrioiisly corisidcrcd. Tlic ~ o u n g c r  school 
of Officers support tLcm IoudIy, but the older men hesitate iu gi\-ing 
n dccidcd opinion ; J-ct most of tliern thiuk that the ~ i i o n ~ l c  of an army 
would be grcntly unpaired if unprovided with tliem, if placcd in 
situations emiricntly ntlaptcd for their employment. Onc of the most 
difficult qncstions is, Iiom shnll  thc mitraillcuscs be cmployed. Rcgi- 
mentally; D battery att:ichcd to  each brigade of artillcry; or mnsscd in 
the artillcry reserve to  be emplop1  in action at the discrction of the 
Commander of the artillcry? This ivill be dccidcd this summer, mhcn 
most iniportnnt experiments will bc mnclc. Hoivcwr, thc proposi- 
tion of allotting two or three picccs to cadi regimcnt of inf‘mtry has 
bccn alrcndy ncgtivcd, OII account of the inimense danger they rronld 
incur of being captured by n. mcrc handful of Iiorscmcn. 

”lie ciglit picccs of n mitraillcnsc bntterJ- aro cacli provided with 
6,290 cnrtridgcs iu !?E cases, cnrricd in onc ammunition cart. Thc 
mitraillcurc cartridge and thc cartridgc of the ucw Bcrdan rifle arc 
intercliangeablc ; n most uscfiil ~irovision in casc thc supply of cithcr 
one or the otlicr slioultl run short. 

li’ngizcos, Irregiilnr Troops, mid Coiicliisiox. 

Tlic cnginccrs of thc Russian scrvicc arc still undcr the lcndcrsliip 
of the man wlioso skill and bravcg arc as much honoured and respcctcd 
in forcign countries as in liis oTrn-T’odlcbcn. Undcr liis dircction, old 
fortresses hare bccn moderniscd, ncw fortrcsscs hnvc becn built, strong 
works crectcil to prcwnt the uew railways from being suddenly scizcd 
by n foreign foo ; but dcspitc tlic Polish qucdrilnter;d, the guns of Kieff 
nud Nicolaicff, the Russian enginccrs, nidcd by the swarms of infantry 
soldiers and cisilians who arc emplojcci to help tlicni, hnvc not arrived 
at the time to rest from tlicir labours. 

Thcrc arc /1 field En,rrinecr battalions, each of four companies, m-ith 
5 Officers, 259 Non-commissioned 0,fficers and men, 3 field, 2 sicgc, and 
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G ficld tc1egr:ipli parlis. Thc bnttnlion on thc \!-a:. s!:.ciigili nunibers 
900 rank and file, and on tho pcace cstablisliment GOO, of both of d i ich ,  
half arc sappcrrs and tlic othcr linlf inincrs. 

The Pontoon Train is orpniscd in half bnttalions, of two conipmics 
cacli. Each lialf battalion IixS 9G pntoons  and 240 nicn, of whom 
half arc drircrs and thc other IiaIf pontonicrs. On tlic pcicc cst::- 
blishmcnt but GO drivcrs arc rctaincd. 111 tlic Rnssian scmicc thcrc arc 
312 pontoons. 

Thc Irregular troops form the only branch of the Russi:in scr-iice which 
WT Iinrc not yet considcrccl. They consist of irifmtrg-, cavalry, and Iiorsc- 
artillcry, but tlic majority belong to, onc of thc tlro iiioiintctl ~ ~ 1 1 s -  
Cossacks of thc Don, thosc tall powcrfnl mcii on small, lean, hardy, 
ponics, whicli t h y  guide with the thinncst of sn:tfllc-bits and singlc 
rcing, a~mcd with long Iancc witIiout :i pcuuon, short s \~o rd ,  pistol 
stuck in thc girdle, and riflc in lentlicrn case slung ldiintl, ivlio, crccp- 
ing silently yct swiftly on to an cncxiij-, 2.r~ ubiquitous in tlic field- 
tlicir ponics’ Iicnds almost sriifing thc ground-and h a w  bcconic tlic 
terror of many :L foc of RoIy Russifi. ‘J!Iicir drcss is most picturesque. 
lhcy nsc no spurs (esccpt iri the cscort of tlic Emperor). but. linrc n 
small lash  hip slung on tlicir wrists. Tlicg- ridc admimblj, r c t  Kith 
stirrups SO short that in winter, when riding in o-ccrcoats, and uotliing 
but the calf of thc leg is sccn, one wondcrs irlicrc thcj- Iia-ic manngcd 
to stow the thigh. Jfcmbcrs of n niauly racc, :dl of irhom are soldiers, 
associated ~rit l i ,  trained to  arms, and accustomcd to horses from 
thcir carlicst infhcy, a1w:ijs lcft t o  shift for themselvcs, ncrcr n u -  
turcd in luxury or  cqmfort, these Cossncks of tlic Don arc iiivaluablc 
troops for  cscort, police, outpost, foraging, and scouring duty ; yet 
thcir deficicncx in cduc:ition irould probably prcvdiit tlicir pcrforming 
European cn-idry scrricc with thc samc intclligencc a3 the  X’russians did 
in tlic late campaign. Tlicir norniual nnmbcr is G5,000, ~ r i t h  23.3 guns, 
yet this might be incrcascd to almost any estcnt i n  casc of uccd, for not 
n m a n  in tliosc prorinccs but is rcady with horse mid arms instantly to 
niarcli to dcatli for his Tsar. T l q -  arc or,nnniscd iri rcgimcnts (polks) 
of s i s  “1iundreds” (sotnins), of \rliich but n few arc qtiartcrcd in timc 
of peace for cscort duty i i i  thc principal Gorcrninciit towns. Tkcsc 
arc rclicred cverg thrce years. During tlic Crimcaii \mr 8.4 rcgirnciits 
wcrc raiscd. 

Bu t  noiv, having alrcndy trcspnsscd too long on ;Tour indulgcncc, 
I will ndd but :I few’ Jrords inorc. I say n fen- words I I ~ O ~ C ,  for surcly any 
Iccturc or paper (ivlintcvcr y o u  arc plcascd to tcrm nix Iiuinblc cffort,) 
on “ the  Russian Army” nould be incornplctc without n bricf rcfcrcncc 
to tliosc rumours that Itussin is about to  seck to disturb the pcncc of 
Europc, whicli arc constantIy taking posscssion of troubled and 
bagina t ivc  miuds. It is riot uncommon to be assurcd by pcoplc who 
cxpcct n storm to gnthcr from c r c r y  cloud not biggci. than cvcn tlic 
2iffZc finger of a ninn’s hand, tlrat tIic Imperial houses of ItomanofI’ :ind 
IIolicnzollcm arc :iboiit to Icngue togcthcr to wipe thc Hapsburgs from 
the face of tlic cartli, or that  thc inhabitants of T‘icunn mid Pctcrs- 
burgh will shortly be striying to rcnd tlic public telegrams from tlic 
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305 THE RUSSIAS ARMY. 

seat of war, or that thc Jluscovitc liosts arc making rcndy to punid1 
thc Tcuhri arrnics for thcir Tictorics on tlic plains of France, or that 
cach day detracts from the safcty of our Indian Empirc tlirougli Russian 
nggrcssion. But  do thcsc alarmists study tlic situation ? Do they not 
scc that  the armies of the Tsar, although numcroiis, arc far  from being 
ready to take the ficld ? that, dcficicrit of the coxnplcment of Ofhcrs, in 
thc midst of rc-arming, and inaugurating n 11cw military organization, 
wit11 yet impcrfcct and ill-sccwcd communications, 11 ith an cmpire 
already too large, and tlic fronticr linc which iliridcs i t  0x1 tile wcst 
from mighty 2nd intolerant nciglibonrs, but ill dcfcndcd, TritIi a n  infan- 
tile conimcrcc, promising though it be, utterly nnnblc to stand tlic rudc 
shock of war, thc Cabinct of thc Ernpcror Alczandcr will do all it can 
for  some time to comc to avoid any issuc a t  arms, and vill rather 
cntcrtain mcnsurcs of internal rcform than of territorial aggmnclizc- 
mcnt, cvcn tlongli it bc to sccurc what is essential to thc proper 
dcrclopmcnt of Rnssian conimcrcc, tlic ulidistur1,ed esit  of tho nlack 
Sca, by cs t ab l i shg  Russian dominion at Constnntinoplc, the naturally 
ruling idcn of crcry loyal subjcct of tlie Tsar? 

I will now concludc, apologising for thc Icngtli of timc I Iiam 
kept sou, and with the hearty esprcssion of my thanks for tlic 
honour you l i n ~ c  donc mc in coming herc this d a ~ ,  and for the 
attention with which you 11n\c bccn plcascd to listcn to me. TO thc 
best of my bclicf, 1 harc told IOU plairl unmmislicrl facts. If tlicrc bc 
aught in the Russian scrvicc worthy of introduction into our incom- 
paixbly administcrcd Axmy, you, Sir  William Codrington and Gcntlc- 
xncn, arc tlie best judgcs. I trust, Iioivcrcr, that I harc succccd~d in 
showing you what a uoblc army Russia posscsscs, but that in improving 
and reorganizing it, slic is but acting up to that  first articlc of tile 
political faith of most great Pan-crs, including oupscIvcs, ~110,   OW- 
crcr, occasionally doubt its truth, and placc tha ncgation bcforc tlic 
second rcrb-“ Si zis p c e m  para b c l l ~ o ~ i . ”  D
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