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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

Initsannual report for i8ottheSSithsonian Institu-
tion purposes publishing a bibliography of American
Anthropology forothat year. IIhe listwillinclu e not
only the titles of worksini thatspecial branch,where-
ever issued, but also the publications of American
scholars in all departments of this science,and you will
confer a favor on the establishment by sen(ling it a copy
of each of your works upon thle Subject published during
the year iSSo. Should this be impracticable, however,
please sen(l a list ot your Own memoirs and of those of
the scienitific associations with which you are connected.
bcaring upon Anthiopology. in each case giving the(lfulll
tile,tleiautor's itame, edilitio, imprint, size, number of
Pages, maps, engravings, etc. It thepl)ublication forms
a part of a lperioklical or of the proceedings of a scientitic
association, the fact should be (listincily stated. In the
case of separate works, references to p)eriodicals in which
reviews have appearedl should also be given.

In order to give permanent value to this list andn to
obviate delay in the appearance of the volume, you will
oblige the Institution by complying with its rtquest as
soon as possible.

SPENCER F. BAIRD,
Secretar'y Smithsonianinstitution.

WASHINGTON, D. C.. February x,i88I .

SCIENTIFIC SOCWIETIES OF WASH INGTON.

THE BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY'.--At the Biological Society,
Fr:day evening, February it, the entire eveining was
spent in (liscussing the annualadR(ldrss ofP'residient
T1heodore(; ill, d(lli%rt(d at the pirteioutis nctiiig. I)r.
WVhite and l'rofessor \Ward, in company with tthe 1resi-
dentt, reviewed tetiarguments which have beenoflt'red
by various naturalists.includin);g IProfessorHllurt (.
WXilder and Dr. Coues, for the existence of aintero-poste-
rior symmetry in the vertebrates.'11h conclusioni reaclhedl
was,that, wiile there are many and ver)l)lausible reasons
in favor of this viev, on the whole, the wveight of testi-
mony is on the opposite si(le. I)r. King gave a descrip-
tion of one or two casesot hermaphroditism whichha(l
come un(ler his notice. 'Ihis wasthe occasion of an
interestin-l discussion as to the meaning of the term an(d
the possibilities of thel)henomenon in the human subject.
Professor Ward brought forward the arguments of
Haeckel for the establishment of a king(tom of nature in-
termediate betweeni the Vegetablean( d the Animal
Kingdoms.

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL. SoCIF N1v-The Anthropo-
logical Societymet on Tuesday evening, Februaryi5,
Vice-l'resi(lent Mlason in the ch.air. Trhe following
paperswere aninounced: Siomel)eculiarities in the use
ofmoo(ds in the prinlci)al Neo. Laiin Languages. "-B1y
1I. L. Thomas. -Aboriginal burial cave in the \'alley
of the South Shenandoah."-Bv Elmer R. Reynoldss.
4.Amphibious aborigines ot Alaska."-By Ivan i'etroff.
MIr. Thomas, the translator of the State IDepartment,
announce(d that the object of his paper was to follow the
history of the Latin rules respecting the se(luence of
moods in con)plex stntences in the languages of Southern
Europe, commonily called Romance or Neo-Latin. 'rhe
author directed attention to the fact that numerous
editors of the last few centuries hai(l ma(le changes in the
moods of Latin verbs in order to bring them un(ler certain
fixed rules from which the Latins had never varied. By
numerous citations from very old editions these changes
were exposed.
The next point elaborated was the national peculiar-

ties which had maTiifested themselves in the a(loption of

Latin rules. The Portuguese, Spanish, French. Italian
andI Romance proper, had all affected the Latin usages
in the use of the subordinate subjunctive, but had done
this, so to speak, in their own way : hhich gives to the
subject a special ethnologic value.

'Ihe author justly paid a high tribute to the opinion
set forth by P'rofessor Fay, in a communication made
to thte Society last year, that we are not to look in class-
ical Latin but in the 01(1 Rom-an folk-speech for the

anncestor of these borrowed forms. I)uring the dliscuss
ion wvhich followed by P'rofessor Antisell, Dr. Welling
andn( the chiair, the interestinig (lutstiin was mooted
whether in the advance of scitntitic certitude the use of
subjunctive or doubt ful f'ormis were niot sloughed(I ,Ti

I )1r.eynolds gave a hiict but highly ilitcettsting de.
scriptioll otl a visit to a cav in'i valley, Virginia,
n;ear thie celebrated L.urav cavern, containing numerous
humlan reminiziis. 'i'he Smithsonian Institution had sent
outm anyhundrredls of circulars, to evere post-office in
theUnitedl States, buthadl faikd(I to receive intormation
of a sintgle mound or perinanent reiain in the vallcy of
Virginia. I)r. Reynoldls, in the short space of a month
traceI twenty-fivemnoundss,u<ssuaries, forts, ateliers, and
bone caves. The paper was illustrate(.i vithi a 1irge
collection of human bones, stone impllenicnts. and
pottery.

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY.

'riiE February'Con:.vcrsazione ofth e American
Chemhiical Societv took place'Monday eVenling, thle 21st

inist. No papers were read, but a nuniber of iit( rcstin-,
spllecinens were exhibited. Amning these vasasa quantity
(If that poisonous alkaloi(l , nicotine,lvhich Mr. William
kuppll.(e of thle coralt(rs o the society. hadhiimnslf
pi epatd. M'. I'.(al'asainajor by 1 nicois (If a i; Ilroscop)e
ivithall8-;to(ljective ;sllo\\lda stop' wiy itdlistlm-
gltlli betw cill hu1'esog it- ld thbat adtlttelrated with -lu-
CoSC, 'Ilie formlelrclwsiali/esinlll.irge and chbiracteristic
forms while the gluitisc apIlpears muhtilcler,and as poor-

1l(letfrine(l cystals. So that whben te two are iniixet 1 no dif-
tticulty would be had in distinguishingth,- adlilterated

fromnthle lpre,I)roi(d( a mnicroscope was uisedl.
A large piece of glssp;is l itcd withB;lm1iioii'sI umi-

no ousP'aiit was exhilitelbit br Mr. M. enj;iniin. 'Ihlis)aint
was(discove'red in 1877)by Mr.IBalnain, anE1nilish chem-
ist,a1ntd has recently beenlirooght to thiS Countr. ItIos
sessestile)eculiar pows er ofl)lposphoretsCelce, Or the prop-
erty ofalsorbing, light duitrin the (aytinwe, and thenemit-
ting it in thedaltrknless. It is prepared)y calcinin, oyster

shells vit sul)phur, an(d treating the resulting calcium
sulphide 'vith thelprop)er articles necessary to fornm a

paint.
Itstises are nunicrous;: iniers lamps are painte(I with

it, and(use(d insta(l of the ordinary safety laiml; it has
been sugtgested that screens coatcd with thisp)alint be
used for illuminating purposes along the gallcries of
Imines. Its mar.11-ine applic'altions aret cery imlportant. the
plainting of life l)uovs, an(l al-o stationary' buoys, so that
they canl beSte al"It lli lit-tiiie, tile hltills aiid( rig-ing of
ships treate(l in this mannner night lprevent collisions.
Divers cstutiles paintel with it are foun( to yield light
aftcr the (liver has descended, in fact, suthiciuiitlv sotO
enable him to(distinguish(quite minute objects.

'I'uiiels niav be illumlinlate(d by this paint. It hiis been

suLcceSsfully Clll)Oyed( to light, railway cars at nlight time.
'ilie time of night is readily tol(d fromi clocks aitnd( watches
whose falces are coated with this substance. Signs and
advertisemnents are aiong the miany uses to which it may
belput. More ap)l)i)lications will suggest thenlv.,es to
every' ole. M.B
N. V., Feb. 22, 16SI.
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