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of controlled firms can be sent for analysis free of charge to
the chemist who controls the produces. The aid of the
State is doubtless necessary in the retail trade, but I am a

great enemy of the system by which self-help is excluded
and by which as much as possible is left to the "almighty
State." I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

P. F. VAN HAMEL ROOS,
Chief Editor of the Revue Internationale des Falsifications.

Amsterdam, Sept. 25th, 1894.

’" * Dr. van Hamel Roos does not now make quite clear what
he is advocating. Is the State to pay chemists to make

gratuitous analyses, or is the public to be at the expenee of
control analyses ?&mdash;ED. L.

EPILEPTIFORM FITS IN CARDIAC DISEASE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS.&mdash;The following case supplements Dr. Bristowe’s
examples narrated in your last week’s number :-A man

aged sixty-four, engaged in the City. When twenty-five he is
said to have had some left side paralysis following a fit, but
was at work within a week of the attack ; otherwise has had
good health. On Feb. 17th, on getting out of the train at
the station, he turned giddy, made for a seat, lost himself,
and fell on his face, much bruising himself. I saw him within
a few minutes. He had recovered consciousness ; there was
no paralysis; his pulse was 25 ; he had no cardiac murmur,
no missed beats, rather hard arteries. I had known him for

years, and should certainly have been aware of any habitual
slow pulse. He had no albumen or any apparent cause for
slow heart action. In a few days his pulee settled down to a
steady 38. He had another fit when standing on April 10th,
and another when sitting on July 13th, but was not seen
until some time after the attacks. He fell down in another
fit on Aug. 14th. My friend, Mr. Gerald March, saw him
shortly after, and found his pulse 25 to 28. Next day he was
well again, and his pulse had returned to 38, and-at this rate
it now continues. He has some slight faint feeling before
the attacks. He becomes pale in colour, and has slight con-
vulsive movements. There is no epilepsy in the family, either
his own children or his parents. He is treated with iron,
bromide, strychnia, and arsenic, and says he feels quite well.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Hornsey-lane, Sept. 26th, 1894. EDWARD CALTHROP.

"A DANGER OF THE ELASTIC TOUR-
NIQUET."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In reply to your correspondent, "A Medical OBicer,"
whose letter appeared in THE LANCET of Aug. 4th of this year,
I beg to submit the following extracts from a case report. On
Jan. 17th, 1893, I excised the left elbow-joint of a slight and
spare, but healthy, young woman (aged twenty) for ankylosis
in a useless position, which was due to an injury received in
the previous July, 1892. The ar&aelig;sthetic employed was
ether, and a round but hollow Esmarch’s band was applied
just about the insertion of the deltoid muscle. The Esmarch’s
band was in position for possibly half an hour (not more),
and the operation was completed to my entire satisfaction.
At my visit next day my attention was called to a condition
of profuse perspiration of the hand and wrist. (The forearm
was enveloped in the dressings.) Further investigation
showed that there was complete paralysis of both sensation
and motion in the hand. On the 20th, three days after the
operation, the dressings were removed for the first time. The
wound looked typically well, but there was a red swollen mark
around the arm where the band had been applied. Paralysis
of motion was absolute and of sensation almost complete below
the mark above referred to. The very first sign of return of
movement appeared in the thumb and three outer fingers on
Feb. 7th, twenty-one days after the operation, and on

Feb. 28th, six weeks after the operation, there was only
slight and feeble movement of the fingers and the wrist.
Within the next two months this patient recovered perfectly
and wrote to me that she had an excellent arm as a result
of the excision. Electrical treatment was employed after
the fifth day. There was no reaction of degeneration shown
at any time by the faradaic current.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully.
Montreal, Sept. 13th, 1894. JAMES BELL.

"CONSULTANTS" DIFFICULTIES."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash; Referring to the letters upon this subject which have-
recently appeared in THE LANCET,1 I would ask, Is there
any professional or public good in having a code of medical
ethics ? If so, is it right for one medical man, be he
consultant or general practitioner, willingly to examine,.
advise, or prescribe for a patient of another, while under care
and treatment, without the knowledge or consent of the
practitioner in attendance-cases of emergency of course

excepted ? According to the code of ethics of some of the so-
called consultants of to-day they may steal a horse (or rather a.
patient) while a general practitioner may not look over a gate.
Whether for good or evil, this is an age of specialists, o3
various degrees of eminence and worth, and if a general
practitioner’s patient is not quite satisfied with the progres&
of his case he often feels disposed, or is recommended by
some friend, to have other advice, and without mentioning
the matter to his mEdical attendants he goes to a so-called
consultant or specialist for a second opinion. What-
happens ? He is at once received, not only without question,
but, ao to speak, with open arms, although this consultant!
must be aware, from the history and nature of the case, that
previous medical advice has been sought and obtained. Th&

inquiry as to whether he is under any brother practitioner’s
treatment is avoided, or if the fact is alluded to it is ignored
the patient is prescribed for and told when to come again, or
he is advised to come for treatment into a medical or surgical
home, or, as in some cases, the so-called consultant
turns general practitioner and visits the patient at his
home, taking charge of the case, to the detriment of the
bon&acirc;-fide general practitioner. Again, a general practitioner
sometimes accompanies a patient to obtain the opinion
and advice of a consultant or specialist, whom perhaps
he has recommended ; he afterwards finds that the patient.
goes alone to the consultant and is received, ,examined"
and prescribed for without any reference to, and of course
to the detriment of, the general practitioner. I write thus
after many years’ professional experience in London, and I am
informed by medical friends that their experience is similar..
Such conduct is either right or wrong : If it is right why
should any medical practitioner be trammelled by obsolete
notions of professional etiquette? why not attend anyone’s
patient if requested, and ignore our professional brethren?!
If it is wrong, in my opinion the best and only cure will be
proper ventilation of the grievance by publicity, the due
detailing in the medical journals of the circumstances, when
they come to the knowledge of the aggrieved practitioner;
giving the name of the offending consultant or specialist,
Malignant diseases often require strong and caustic remedies..

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Sept. 25th, 1894. SCALPEL.

NURSES’ "DIPLOMAS."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS.&mdash;My wife recently engaged a nurse for an infant:

three months old. After being engaged the young woman.
appeared in the uniform of a hospital nurse. On my asking
what hospital she had been trained in she replied that she-
had been examined by Dr. - of -, and that she
held a "diploma," a copy of which document I enclose.
The gentleman who grants this "diploma" appears in the
"Medical Directory," but he does not seem to be connected
with any hospital or to hold any teaching appointment.
Surely this sort of thing should be discouraged. I enclose
my card and am, yours faithfully,
Sept.27th,l894. F.R.C.S.

DIPLOMA.
I hereby certify that -- has attended my course of instructiom

in Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children, and that I have’
this day duly examined her in these subjects and find her capable of’
undertaking the duties of a midwife or sick nurse, medical and sur-
gical. In testimony of which I hereto affix my hand and seal this.
- th day of --, 18-.

Signed 

1 THE LANCET, Sept. 15th, 1894.

ROYAL HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST.-
Messrs. Coutts and Co. have sent .t25 towards the sum of
.62000 urgently required by the Royal Chest Hospital in th&
City-road.


