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Biography
 Ethel May Collins, born August 21 1909, in Shipton

Bellinger, Hampshire, England, and raised in Tidworth, 
Wiltshire, was the second-youngest of eight siblings 
born to Alfred Willie and Fanny Collins. 
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 In 1927, at the age of 18, Ethel embarked on a 
journey to India, working as a nanny for a 
British family. Her solo voyage to India by 
ship lasted three weeks, and she spent three 
years there before returning to England.
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 In 1931, Ethel met her future husband, Norman Caterham
(1905–1976), a major in the British Army, at a dinner 
party. Their love story culminated in marriage on February 
18 1933. They initially lived in Harnham, England, before 
being stationed in Hong Kong and Gibraltar.
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 During her time in Hong Kong, Ethel established 
a nursery for local and British children, where she 
taught English, games, and crafts. In Gibraltar, 
she and her husband started a family, ultimately 
raising two daughters in the UK. Sadly, Norman 
passed away in 1976.
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 In her later life, Ethel Caterham has resided in Surrey, 
England, for over five decades. Remarkably, she 
continued to drive until she was 97 years old and remained 
an avid bridge player well into her centenarian years. 
Currently, she resides in a care home in Lightwater, 
Surrey.
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 In 2020, at the age of 110, Ethel Caterham
contracted COVID-19 during the global 
coronavirus pandemic. Fortunately, she made 
a successful recovery, becoming one of the 
oldest known survivors of the disease.
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 To celebrate her 111th birthday in August 2020, Ethel 
Caterham enjoyed a tea party and had a special visit from 
the Mayor of Surrey Heath. A week before this milestone, 
she and her granddaughter were interviewed on BBC 
Radio Surrey, providing a glimpse into her remarkable life 
and experiences.
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 Caterham became the oldest known living person in Surrey following the death of 109-year-
old Kay Hurley on 17 January 2019. She later became the oldest known living person in the 
United Kingdom following the death of 112-year-old Mollie Walker on 22 January 2022.

 In August 2022, Caterham celebrated her 113th birthday, making her the first person in the 
United Kingdom to reach this age since Olive Boar in 2017.

 Following the death of Queen Elizabeth II on 8 September 2022, Caterham became one of only
two people in the United Kingdom (along with Rose Eaton) to have been a subject of 
both Edward VII and Charles III. Following the death of Rose Eaton on 7 October 2022, 
Caterham became the last living person in the United Kingdom to have been born in the 1900s 
decade and also the last surviving British subject of Edward VII.

 Following the death of Lucile Randon on 17 January 2023, Caterham became the second-oldest
known (validated) living person in Europe, after Maria Branyas Morera of Spain. She is also the 
oldest known (validated) living person born in Europe (as Branyas Morera was not born in 
Europe).

 Following the death of Ada Thompson on 13 March 2023, Caterham became the last known
surviving British person born before 1911.

 Following the death of Nina Willis of the USA on 17 May 2023, Caterham entered the top 10 
oldest validated living people.

 Following the death of Ushi Makishi of Japan on 4 July 2023, Caterham became the eighth-
oldest living person in the world whose age is validated by the GRG.

 In August 2023, Caterham celebrated her 114th birthday, making her the first person in the 
United Kingdom to reach this age since Ethel Lang in 2014, and the first British-born person 
since Phyllis Ridgway of Canada in 2021.
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 In August 2023, Ethel Caterham celebrated her 114th birthday, 
becoming the first person in the United Kingdom to reach this age 
since Ethel Lang in 2014 and the first British-born person to do so 
since Phyllis Ridgway of Canada in 2021.

 On celebrating her 115th birthday in August 2024, Ethel became 
one of only three people from the UK to reach this age. She was 
also the first to do so since November 1999.

 Ethel surpassed the final age of Charlotte Hughes (1877-1993) on 
April 7 2025, becoming the oldest British person ever. In August 
2025, Ethel turned 116, making her the only British-born person 
to reach this age. Shortly after turning 116, she was visited at her 
care home by King Charles III, reining monarch of the UK.

 On the sad passing of Inah Canabarro Lucas on April 30 2025, 
Ethel is now the oldest known and validated person living. Her 
age and achievement is recognised by Guinness World Records. 
Ethel is also the last person in the world, whose age is validated, 
born before 1910.
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Birth index (1909)
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Birth record (1909)
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England and Wales Census 1911
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1921 England Census
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1930 Passenger list
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Marriage (1933)
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Travel (1935)
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Travel (1957)
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Travel (1960)
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Ethel Caterham immediate family
Father: Alfred Willie Collins (November 20 1867 – Q2 1927).
Mother: Fanny Elizabeth Collins, nee Shears (December 23 1867 – January 17 
1951).
Siblings:
1: Norman Mark Collins (July 1896 – August 10 1915). Age 19
2: Gladys Maud Collins (December 21 1897 – March 9 2002). Age 104
3: Lester Charles Collins (February 21 1901 – February 12 1992). Age 90
4: Cyril William Collins (June 25 1903 – July 1984). Age 81
5: Norah Emily Collins (June 15 1905 – May 4 1972). Age 66
6: Evelyn Della Collins (April 22 1907 – May 2 2003). Age 96
7: Ethel May Collins (August 21, 1909 – PRESENT) Age 116+
8: Douglas Collins (October 15 1911 – December 28 1990). Age 79

Children:
Daughter: Ethel (“Gem”) Caterham (July 11 1933 – January 2005). Age 71
Daughter: Anne Caterham: (March 10 1936 – February 2020). Age 83
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All the unique identifiers, pointed out above, are consistent in each 
obtained document. Considering this, it has been proven beyond 
reasonable doubt that the gathered documentation concerns one 
and the same person, Ethel May Collins, who later became known 
as Ethel May Caterham.

There are no issues found in the documentation analysis.

The name change from Collins to Caterham is confirmed by the 
marriage record.
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A substantial number of evidences from different periods of 
Ethel’s life mention their age. All obtained records support her 
claim of birth (August 21st 1909) or explicitly state the date.

Eight documents support Ethel’s claim, including three from the 
20 years’ window.

All considered, it is believed that Ethel May Caterham was born 
as Ethel May Collins in Shipton Bellinger, Hampshire, England, 
UK on August 9th 1909.

No cases are truly validated.
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STRONG SIDES & WEAK SIDES

 Identity switch?
Pension fraud?

Can we exclude some of the most hazardous events that contribute to and 
increase the risk of age inflation?

Age Misreporting?
Reflected memory?

Intentional Unintentional



Strong sides !!
Birth covered by on spot record, not census.
Census data available.
Name change covered by marriage record.
Life events proven by respective records.
Family tree reconstructed.
Longevity present in the closest family.
Unique identifiers match with one another.
Last daughter born in the family – lesser risk

of identity theft.
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Weak sides ?
No family cooperation on the validation.
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Gap in documentation between 1935-1957.

Inconsistent date of birth mentioned in 1957.

No early pictures or photographs of Ethel.
Frequent travels of Ethel.
Evidence quantity (not quality).

Gap in documentation 1960 onwards.
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Geographical distribution of validated
supercentenarians aged 115+
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Geographical distribution of validated
supercentenarians aged 115 and 116+.
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Geographical distribution of validated
supercentenarians aged 115 and 116+.
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Chronological age of British Doyenne
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Gallery

Ethel Caterham at age 106. (2015)
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Ethel Caterham at age 109. (2018)
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Ethel Caterham at age 111. (2020) Ethel Caterham at age 112. (2021)
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Ethel Caterham at age 113. (2022) Ethel Caterham at age 114. (2023)
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SPECIAL THANKS

Robert Young – Senior Consultant for the Guinness World Records, GRG member since
1999.
Oliver Trim – GRG Administrator

The Team of GRG Correspondents:  Nicolas Ruiz Moreno, Thomas Breining, Dr. John 
McCormack, Heather McAllister, Peter Vermaelen, Dr. Michel Poulain, Ronny Motmans, 
Guilherme Mattheus, Dr. Bertrand Desjardins, Dr. Anthony Medford, Dr. Jean Marie-
Robine, Gordei Korjak, Sylvain Grosgeorge, Ben Sixsmith, Adam Komenda, Dr. Armann
Jakobsson, Dr. Kristine Jarinovska, Jennie Jimenez, Alfredo Nocera, Dawid Skalec, Filipe
Prista Lucas, Gert Jan Kuiper, Gergely Temesvari, Dr. Michał Matręczyk, Ricardo Pereira 
Lago, Tiago Jose Soares Silva, Jennie Jimenez, Dr. Cassio M. Turra, Stanley Primmer, Dr. 
Angelo Jose Goncalves Bos, Lachezar Zanev, Dr. Danan Gu, Antti Hervonen, Stefan Jamin, 
Ilias Leivaditis, Dr. Dimitrios Kardamakis, Dr. Raj Kumar, Giovanni Alunni, Hamish Todd, 
Stefan Gelow, Dr. Craig Wilcox, Tom Li, Jair van Dijk, Dr. Leonid Gavrilov, Silvo Torkar, 
Dr. Jong Bhak, Miguel Quesada, Foti Tillo, Victor Bjoerk, Flavio Stuber, Dr. John Wilmoth, 
Ethan Unruh, Mark Muir, Mihai Robert

The family members of all supercentenarians for their help in validating their notable 
achievements, for their love and care without which they wouldn’t have made it to 110.


