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Quick presentation of the French data in IDL



Nb 105+ by Y_Birth and Sex (n=15054)
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IDL contains 15,054 records of individuals
born in France between 1870 and 1919
who died after their 105th birthday
between 1978 and 2024. This includes
13,710 women and 1,344 men, resulting
in a sex ratio of 1 man to just over 10
women. Approximately 7,000 of them
(46%), the youngest, died at age 105,
while the oldest, Jeanne Calment, died at
age 122 in 1997.



Introduction



While the age at death of all individuals alleged to have died at age 110
or older is subject to thorough validation by the French IDL team, for
individuals alleged to have died between the ages of 105 and 109,
validation of ages at death was performed only on random samples,
given the very large number of cases.

The individuals who died between 1978 and 2014 at the presumed
ages of 105 to 109 were, thus, subject to two sample-based validations
of their ages at death. These exercises demonstrated the high quality of
the recorded ages, making it unnecessary to repeat them.

However, 10 years later, with the number of cases having doubled over
that period, we wish to repeat the validation exercise for ages at death
between 105 and 109 years, especially since one of France’s overseas
territories is now suspected of harbouring a blue zone: namely, the
French West Indies.



7,647 (50.5%) of these individuals died before 2015, between 1978 and 2014,

and 7,407 (49.2%) since 2015, between 2015 and 2024, representing two
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Age at death validation protocol

To determine whether the alleged supercentenarians and semi-
supercentenarians lived as long as implied by the RNIPP, the accuracy
of the information relative to the person’s birth is first verified by
referring to the person’s birth certificate, available at the town hall of
his/her birthplace. Then, the accuracy of the person’s exact date of

death is verified, using the death certificate, available at the town hall
of his/her deathplace.



Among the RNIPP data set at our disposal in 2004, PEYelaRIaRA0I0V - nd in 2014
2,031 individuals had supposedly lived to ages 105—

109. Given the size of the group, we limited the .
exhaustive check to the oldest individuals (alleged & r a"eged semi-

ages 107, 108, and 109), while half of cases at sedly born1883-1897 and died
alleged age 106 and a third of cases at alleged age

105 were checked. The Table shows the age-specific
sampling fractions used for both sexes combined. ST e 1] o

Validation procedure

Age at death Numberof Sample Birth and death certificates or other legal Dates of birth and death were
(years) cases documents were found® validated
Numberof Samplin Number of cases In% Number of cases In %
cases fraction %%)
105 1,047 352 33.6 349 99.1 349 100.0
106 560 274 48.9 274 100.0 272 99.3
107 262 262 100.0 261 99.6 260 99.6
108 m m 100.0 m 100.0 m 100.0
109 51 51 100.0 51 100.0 51 100.0
Total 2,031 1,050 51.7 1,046 99.6 1,043 99.7

dMetropolitan France and French overseas départements (excluding Mayotte)

bExcludes errors up to 3 days in the birthdate (8 cases)



In summary, among the 1,050 females and males in our sample, the birth and death
certificates were found for nearly all of them (1,046 or 99.6%), and among the 1,046
checked cases the dates of birth and death recorded in the RNIPP were exactin 1,043
instances (99.7%). Only two of these three cases turned out to be false semi-
supercentenarians.

It should be noted that the one with a 10-year error on her year of birth was born and died
outside mainland France, namely in Guadeloupe.

The high quality of RNIPP data was further confirmed by an additional age validation study
of 100 cases (20 for each year of age from 105 to 109), randomly selected among the
10,305 cases from the 2014 RNIPP extract. No error was found either in the dates of birth
or death among the 99 cases which could be validated (for the one remaining case, we
were unable to find the birth and death certificates).

Nevertheless, following this validation excercice, we decided to exclude in our analysis of
the French data all semi-supercentenarians and supercentenarians born or died in French
overseas territories.

More details in: Ouellette N, Meslé F, Vallin J, Robine JM (2021) Supercentenarians and Semi-
supercentenarians in France. In Maier, H., Jeune, B., Vaupel, J. W. (eds.), Exceptional Lifespans,
Demographic Research Monographs, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-49970-9 1




The new validation of 2026 (work in progress)

The initial idea was to replicate the validation carried out on the 2014 RNIPP
extract, using a sample of 100 records covering the period 2015-2024 and
with the same distribution as the original sample, namely 20 men and 20
women who are believed to have died at ages 105-109.

Given that a blue zone is now suspected to exist in the French West Indies, it
has been decided to validate two sets of 100 records, one for the French
West Indies (Martinique and Guadeloupe) and the other for mainland France

Given the extremely high proportion of male semi-supercentenarians in the
French West Indies and their small numbers, it was decided to validate all
male records in the French West Indies whilst keeping the total sample size
unchanged at 100 records



Are the French West Indies a blue zone?

This question has arisen in recent years. For IDL, it concerned the number of
supercentenarians, which was 8 times higher than in mainland France when
calculated as a ratio per 100,000 inhabitants. One possibility that had to be
ruled out was that of poor quality civil registration records in the West
Indies. This led to two research missions to the West Indies led by Jacques
Vallin, which concluded that the quality of civil registration documents in the
West Indies was similar to that in mainland France.

Reference: J. Vallin (2021) Eight times more supercentenarians in the French West Indies than in
metropolitan France. Gérontologie et société, 166, 43: 143-165



Number of deaths among people aged 105 to 109 over the period
2015-2024: mainland France vs the French West Indies

Population size in 2024

Mainland Fr West Indies La Martinique La Guadeloupe
Males 31800000 357000 176000 181000
Females 33200000 372000 183000 189000
Total 65000000 729000 359000 370000

Nb deaths at age 105-109, from 2015 to 2024

Mainland Fr West Indies La Martinique La Guadeloupe
Males 604 60 27 33
Females 6192 215 128 87
Total 6796 275 155 120

Nb deaths 105-109 in 2015-2024 for 100,000 inhabitants in 2024

Mainland Fr West Indies La Martinique La Guadeloupe
Males 1,9 16,8 15,3 18,2
Females 18,7 57,8 69,9 46,0
Total 10,5 37,7 43,2 32,4
F/M ratio 9,8 3,4 4,6 2,5

WI/Mainland ratio 1,0 3,6 41 3,1




Mainland sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024

Number of observed lifespans

Sample to be validated

Sampling rate in per cent (%)

Number of lifespans validated

Success rate in per cent (%)

Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 2751 322 3073 10 10 20 0,4 3,1 0,7 10 10 20 100 100 100
106 1695 142 1837 10 10 20 0,6 7,0 1,1 10 10 20 100 100 100
107 946 84 1030 10 10 20 1,1 11,9 1,9 10 10 20 100 100 100
108 508 40 548 10 10 20 2,0 25,0 3,6 10 10 20 100 100 100
109 292 16 308 10 10 20 3,4 62,5 6,5 10 10 20 100 100 100
TOTAL 6192 604 6796 50 50 100 0,8 8,3 1,5 50 50 100 100 100 100
French West Indies sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024
Number of observed lifespans Sample to be validated Sampling rate in per cent (%) Number of lifespans validated Success rate in per cent (%)
Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 89 27 116 8 27 35 9,0 100,0 30,2
106 61 18 79 8 18 26 13,1 100,0 32,9
107 30 10 40 8 10 18 26,7 100,0 45,0 WORK IN PROGRESS WORK IN PROGRESS
108 25 29 8 4 12 32,0 100,0 41,4
109 10 1 11 8 1 9 80,0 100,0 81,8
TOTAL 215 60 275 40 60 100 18,6 100,0 36,4
Martinique sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024
Number of observed lifespans Sample to be validated Sampling rate in per cent (%) Number of lifespans validated Success rate in per cent (%)
Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 47 11 58 4 11 15 8,5 100,0 25,9
106 40 12 52 4 12 16 10,0 100,0 30,8
107 18 3 21 4 3 7 22,2 100,0 33,3 WORK IN PROGRESS WORK IN PROGRESS
108 18 1 19 4 1 5 22,2 100,0 26,3
109 5 5 4 80,0 80,0
TOTAL 128 27 155 20 27 47 15,6 100,0 30,3
Guadeloupe sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024
Number of observed lifespans Sample to be validated Sampling rate in per cent (%) Number of lifespans validated Success rate in per cent (%)
Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 42 16 58 4 16 20 9,5 100,0 34,5
106 21 6 27 4 6 10 19,0 100,0 37,0
107 12 7 19 4 7 11 33,3 100,0 57,9 WORK IN PROGRESS WORK IN PROGRESS
108 7 3 10 4 3 7 57,1 100,0 70,0
109 5 1 6 4 1 5 80,0 100,0 83,3
TOTAL 87 33 120 20 33 53 23,0 100,0 44,2




Work in progress in the French West Indies

French West Indies sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024

Number of observed lifespans Sample to be validated Sampling rate in per cent (%) Number of lifespans validated Success rate in per cent (%)

Females Males

Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 89 27 116 8 27 35 9,0 100,0 30,2 07 23 30 88 85 86
106 61 18 79 8 18 26 13,1 100,0 32,9 06 16 22 75 89 85
107 30 10 40 8 10 18 26,7 100,0 45,0 06 09 15 75 90 83
108 25 29 8 4 12 32,0 100,0 41,4 06 04 10 75 100 83
109 10 1 11 8 1 9 80,0 100,0 81,8 06 01 7 75 100 78
TOTAL 215 60 275 40 60 100 18,6 100,0 36,4 31 53 84 78 88 84
Martinique sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024

Number of observed lifespans Sample to be validated Sampling rate in per cent (%) Number of lifespans validated Success rate in per cent (%)
Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 47 11 58 4 11 15 8,5 100,0 25,9 03 11 14 75 100 93
106 40 12 52 4 12 16 10,0 100,0 30,8 03 10 13 75 83 81
107 18 3 21 4 3 7 22,2 100,0 33,3 03 03 6 75 100 86
108 18 1 19 4 1 5 22,2 100,0 26,3 03 01 4 75 100 80
109 5 5 4 80,0 80,0 04 00 4 100 100
TOTAL 128 27 155 20 27 47 15,6 100,0 30,3 16 25 41 80 93 87

Guadeloupe sample (100 IDL_French records) of lifespans ranging from 105 to 109 years and ending between 2015 and 2024

Number of observed lifespans Sample to be validated Sampling rate in per cent (%) Number of lifespans validated Success rate in per cent (%)
Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total Females Males Total
105 42 16 58 4 16 20 9,5 100,0 34,5 04 12 16 100 75 80
106 21 6 27 4 6 10 19,0 100,0 37,0 03 06 9 75 100 90
107 12 7 19 4 7 11 33,3 100,0 57,9 03 06 9 75 86 82
108 7 3 10 4 3 7 57,1 100,0 70,0 03 03 6 75 100 86
109 5 1 6 4 1 5 80,0 100,0 83,3 02 01 3 50 100 60
TOTAL 87 33 120 20 33 53 23,0 100,0 44,2 15 28 43 75 85 81

By March 30t 2026



Short stories



Montserrat Mercédes BARDIA-LARIBAL

The 100 cases in the new metropolitan sample were validated
in terms of Ilfespan ranglng from 105 to 109 years but the
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In the West Indies, there are many children who were not
recognized by both parents at the time of their birth. Thus,
out of the 100 cases in the sample, we were able to obtain
the full birth certificate for many of them. Twenty-nine
were recognized after birth, generally by their father but
sometimes by their mother, through a simple
acknowledgment of paternity or legitimization by the
marriage of both parents.



Michel Georges MORVILLE

Michel Georges MORVILLE, who died at the age of 105 years
and 79 days, was registered on September 29, 1917. He was
the unacknowledged natural child of Julie Ann GROSSE-PIECE.
She acknowledged him in 1919 under the name Julie Anne
MORVILLE, as she herself was acknowledged on the same day
by her own father, Eloy Philippe MORVILLE, Michel Georges’s

grandfather.



Marie VALBON

Marie VALBON, who died at the age of 106 years and 10
days, was registered on September 10, 1912. Marie was a
child born out of wedlock who was acknowledged by her
mother, Primice BEAUDRY.

On November 11, 2015, Elise BEAUDRY, mother of Primice
BEAUDRY, married Auguste VALBON, who recognized
Primice as his child on the same day. Following this
recognition, the surname of Primice and that of Marie, her
daughter, were changed to VALBON. A note was added in
the margin of their respective birth certificates.



Since no good story is complete without a crime,
| need to tell you about the 2025 data we’ve just received,
which is still being verified.



Eugene, Julien, René BENOIST
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