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The first verifiable centenarians

 Several inaccurate or exaggerated claims through history
 ”Proper” age validation in 1800s
 Poor record-keeping in most places until the 1700s or later
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Eilif Philipsen (1682-1785)
 Born in Kinsarvik, 

Norway on 21 July 1682

 Featured in church 
records, census, court 
documents, letters

 Died in Kinsarvik, 
Norway on 20 June 1785

 Generally recognized as 
first verifiable 
centenarian

 HOWEVER, There are 
earlier-born 
documented 
centenarians
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The founding of 
Worcester, 
Massachusetts
 First settled by Jonas Rice in 

1713

 Later joined by brother 
Gershom in 1715

 Jonas & Gershom were 
judges, schoolmasters, town 
clerks etc.
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Gershom Rice (9 May 1667? –
19 Dec 1768), 101 years, 225 days?
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Birth registration

7

Transcription: 
Gershom Rice, son of 
Thomas Rice & Mary his 
wife born May 9th 1667 
(in Marlborough)

Original record by 
magistrate  Thomas 
Danforth (1623-1699)
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Births of children 
- ca. 1742 
recording

Elizabeth Rice Oct 20 
1698

Abishai Rice Oct 16 
1701

Sarah Rice Feb 9 1703

Matthias 26 Jan 1707

Ruth  11 Apr 1710

June 7, 1702 Abisha 
christened (original)
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Gershom Rice 
in deeds

Gershom Rice in his role 
as an influential man 
figured in several deeds, 
both as a recorder, 
conveyor and receiver.

Gershom Rice granted 
lands to his sons.

Matthias Rice: 
1740

Gershom Rice Jr.: 
1743, 1752

Abisha Rice: 1747, 
1755
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Deed from Gershom Rice to his son Gershom Rice Jr 
dated Oct 23, 1751. Conveying land.
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Death of 
Gershom Rice

Transcription: Rice, 
Gershom (N. 159). Here is 
buried the body of 
Gershom Rice who died 
on December 19th A.D. 
1768 in the 102nd year of 
his age.

Obituary in Boston-
Gazette 26 Dec 1768
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Other 
Gershom Rice?

Three semi-contemporary Gershom 
Rice recorded in the book of the 
Rice family, all accounted for.

 Gershom Rice of Marlborough 
born 1710, died 1790

 Gershom Rice of Sudbury born 
1703, lived there entire life

 His son Gershom Rice Jr. of 
Worcester b. 1696, died 24 Sep 
1781
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Was Gershom Rice (1667?-1768) 
a centenarian?

 Original proof of birth, consistently documented from life to death
 Very prominent status in Worcester, thus known to “everyone”
 Extensive family history research, corroborating life story of him and his family
 No candidates for identity mix-ups
 Some original documents not yet located, letters noted to have existed in the 

1850s may not exist today
 Conclusion: Likely a centenarian
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Martha Thomlinson (bp. 13 July 1668? -
16 December 1769)

 Baptized in Birstall, Yorkshire, England on 13 July 1668

 Parents: John Ray of Gomersal (bp. 15 April 1638) and Catherine (d. 1730)

 Three siblings: John, Thomas, and Robert (d. 1730)

 Married Dr. Robert Thomlinson, rector of Whickham on 8 April 1702

 Died in Whickham on 16 December 1769, allegedly 103 or 104
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The Publications of the Harleian Society, 
1895
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Baptism & Marriage Transcription: Martha 
daughter of Mr. John Ray 
of Gomersal baptized 13th 
day of July 1668.

Place: Birstall, West 
Yorkshire, England

Transcription: Married 
Robert Thomlinson and 
Martha Ray on April the 
8th 1702.

Place: East Ardsley, 
Yorkshire, England
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Relevant relatives

Great-nieces: 
Catherine & Elizabeth 
(grand-daughters of her 
brother Robert Ray)

Grand-nephew: Robert 
Ray (son of brother 
Robert’s nephew John)

1768 will confirms 
family relationships

Genealogy 
& Will
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Death

December 19 1769, Mrs. 
Martha Thomlinson aged 
102 of Whickham, 
Durham.

Obituary of husband 
deacon Robert 
Thomlinson with added 
info at the end that his 
widow, Martha died in 
Whickham on 16 
December 1769, in her 
102nd year of life.
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Was Martha Thomlinson (bp. 13 July 1668? –
16 December 1769) a centenarian?

 Original proof of baptism - 13 July 1668
 Original marriage record - 8 April 1702
 Extensive family genealogy
 Prominent status
 Will corroborating family genealogy
 Original proof of death in Dec 1769 aged at least 101
 No intermediary documents, letters, court documents located
 Conclusion: Likely a centenarian
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Marie Farjonel (1682-1788)
of Bellenaves, central France

106 years, 34 days
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"Journal de Paris", 13 September 1788, p1108
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Burial record 
of Marie 
Suzanne 
Farjonel, 

Bellenaves, 18 
August 1788
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 Baptism record of 
Marie Suzanne 
Farjonel, 
Bellenaves, 14 July 
1682

 Burial record of 
Marie Guillebon
(mother), 
Bellenaves, 12 
September 1683
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A strong midlife documentation

 Marriage in 1703 (alleged age: 21) confirming filiation

 10 baptisms of children between 1704 and 1724

 Husband's burial record in 1725

 Marriage records of children between 1730 and 1751
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Marriage record 
of Marie 
Farjon(n)el, 
Bellenaves, 31 July 
1703

Baptism record of 
Jacques (eldest 
child), Bellenaves, 
28 July 1704
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Marie Farjonel: documentation summary

 1682: birth
 1683: mother's death
 1703: marriage
 1704 to 1724:  children births
 1725: husband's death
 1730 to 1751:  children marriages
 1788: death

 Conclusion: she was 106, and the earliest proven semi-SC
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Burial record of Olivier Pelé, Saint-Malo, 22 November 1675

Olivier Pelé (1575-1675)
of Saint-Malo, Brittany, France

100 years, 312 days
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Baptism record of 
Ol(l)ivier Pelé, 
Saint-Malo, 13 
January 1575

2626



List of marriages celebrated
in Saint-Malo on 30 June 1602

(copy from 1754)
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Baptism records of Ollive and 
Laurence Pelé (daughters), 

Saint-Malo, 8 May 1604 and 13 
November 1606
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List of burials in Saint-
Malo, February 1629
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Baptism records of 
Gillette Lerat and 
Jacquette Hamon 
(goddaughters), 
Saint-Malo, 14 
February 1636 and 27 
September 1641

3030



Olivier Pelé: documentation summary

 1575: birth
 1602: marriage
 1604 and 1606: children births
 1629: wife's death
 1636 and 1641: baptisms of goddaughters
 1675: death

 Conclusion: he was 100, and the earliest proven centenarian
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Conclusion

 Several earlier-born verifiable centenarians prior to Philipsen
 Olivier Pelé (1575-1675) could now be considered the earliest proven 

centenarian
 Can we find even earlier centenarians?

 A sincere thank you to everyone who helped research these (and other)
early centenarians!

 Questions?
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