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Abstract. The Elliot case, documented by Antonio Damasio, is one of the most instructive cases in
neuropsychology: following vimPFC damage, language, memory, logic, and general intelligence re-
mained largely intact, yet the patient exhibited pervasive decision paralysis and emotional flattening.
This paper reanalyzes the case through the Cognitive Topological Phase Theory (CTPT), arguing that
Elliot’s core impairment lies not in the collapse of the L2 rational scaffold, but in the failure of the L4
affective wave medium, which prevents the formation of LS5 decision attractors. Elliot did not lack
knowledge or reasoning capacity; rather, he lost the ability to project semantic energy gradients into
subjectively accessible preference waveforms. This case thus provides high-discriminability clinical
support for CTPT’s account of emotional dynamics: emotion is not an epiphenomenal attachment to
rationality, but a necessary condition for decision collapse; decision-making is not logical comparison
per se, but a topological phase transition grounded in affective wave support.

Keywords: Elliot case, vmPFC, affective wave dynamics, overdamped medium, L4 failure, decision
attractor, CTPT, topological phase transition
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