Systematic Reinterpretation of The Classic of Mountains and Seas:
The Shang and Zhou Imprint of "Bu De Fu Shang" — Textual
Accumulation of Yinglong Narrative in "The Classic
of Mountains and Seas" and a New Interpretation of Ancient Tribal Alliances

This manuscript is one of the serial research results on the systematic reinterpretation
of The Classic of Mountains and Seas from the perspective of interdisciplinary
integration of paleography, archaeology and ancient political system research. The
passage about Yinglong in "The Classic of Mountains and Seas-Great Wilderness
Classics" — "killed Chi You and Kuafu, could not return to the upper realm, thus
causing frequent droughts in the lower world" and "then went to reside in the south,
hence the south has abundant rainfall" — possesses dual characteristics of early
ancient historical memory and later political embellishment, serving as a core text for
exploring the accumulative formation of pre-Qin documents and ancient tribal order.
Through threefold evidence of philology, ritual logic and textual context, this paper
argues that the four characters "Bu De Fu Shang" (could not return to the upper realm)
are regularly phrased and imply hierarchical rituals, bearing distinct royal political
colors of the Western Zhou to Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods. They
are explanatory sentences added by later collators based on the Shang and Zhou
concepts of monarch and minister, rather than original narrative content. After
stripping off the embellishments, the original core of Yinglong's narrative is: Yinglong
was originally a local tribal force in the south, conscripted by the Yellow Emperor's
alliance to march north for assistance in warfare, and returned to his ancestral land in
the south after the war. This interpretation requires no additional presuppositions,
can fully connect all information in the text, and is more in line with the essential
characteristics of loose coordination among ancient tribal alliances. This paper not
only strips off the traces of ancient history reconstructed by later political discourses,
but also restores the interaction pattern of northern and southern tribal forces in early
China, providing a practical and stable analytical perspective for the textual research
of "The Classic of Mountains and Seas" and the verification of ancient history.

The Classic of Mountains and Seas, Ancient Chinese Myth, Early State Formation,

Yinglong, Bu De Fu Shang, Textual Accumulation, Shang and Zhou Political
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