
The Voynich Manuscript Deciphered:

A Phonetic Transcription of Spoken Elu-Sinhala

Kameldip Singh Basra

kameldipbasra@gmail.com

February 2026

Abstract

The Voynich Manuscript (Beinecke MS 408, carbon-dated 1404�1438 CE) has resisted
decipherment for 112 years. We present a candidate decipherment identifying the manuscript
as a 15th-century Elu-Sinhala pharmaceutical text, written in a bespoke abugida transcrip-
tion system. The writing system maps 27 EVA characters to 14 Sinhala phonemes via
systematic positional rules. Applied uniformly across the 35,916-token corpus, the decoder
produces text that is 94.4% glossable in English (33,916 tokens) using a 4,591-entry mean-
ing dictionary, with 99.7% matching a 1.47-million-word Sinhala dictionary; however, only
30.4% of tokens have fully con�rmed meanings. Statistical validation across 26 indepen-
dent tests yields combined signi�cance p ≪ 10−7. Domain clustering of decoded vocabu-
lary in Sinhala pharmaceutical terminology is 101.2× higher than random cipher controls
(Z = 52.7). Grammar analysis con�rms 12 of 19 Sinhala features with 6 medieval chronolect
indicators and zero modern markers. The decoder output produces six high-frequency terms
that map one-to-one onto the Panchavidha Kashaya Kalpana, the classical Ayurvedic phar-
maceutical classi�cation system. Cross-modal validation con�rms convergence: decoded
Solanaceae plant vocabulary independently matches Petersen's botanical identi�cations from
the manuscript's illustrations. A major unresolved problem remains: 37% of all tokens begin
with EVA character o, which the decoder maps to /u/, producing a 14× overrepresenta-
tion of u-initial words compared to real Sinhala pharmaceutical text. Consonant-selectivity
analysis (7.5:1 ratio tracking EVA orthographic constraints) suggests this character may
encode a writing-system convention rather than a phoneme. However, domain clustering in
pharmaceutical terminology survives o-stripping (clustering Z-score increases from 11.1 to
21.1 against random controls), indicating the core pharmaceutical identi�cation is robust
regardless of how initial o is resolved. Resolving the function of word-initial o is the primary
open question for validating or revising the proposed decipherment.

1 Introduction

The Voynich Manuscript (Beinecke MS 408) is a 234-page illustrated codex held at Yale Univer-
sity's Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library. Carbon dating places its vellum at 1404�
1438 CE [Bax, 2014]. Written in an undeciphered script with no known parallel, it contains
botanical illustrations, astronomical diagrams, and dense text that has resisted every attempt
at reading since its rediscovery by Wilfrid Voynich in 1912.

For 112 years, analysts searched for a cipher that does not exist. The Voynich Manuscript
was never encrypted�it was transcribed.

Serious cryptanalytic e�orts span the full arc of modern codebreaking. William Friedman
and the US National Security Agency attempted statistical decryption in the 1940s�1950s. Rugg
[2004] proposed the entire text was a hoax generated with a Cardan grille. Gaskell and Bow-
ern [2022] applied computational linguistics to argue the manuscript contained no meaningful
linguistic structure. None produced a reading.

1



We present a complete decipherment. The Voynich Manuscript is a 15th-century Elu-Sinhala
pharmaceutical text�a teaching manual (veda pota) recording a physician's spoken instructions
for Ayurvedic preparations. The writing system is a bespoke abugida: each consonant glyph
carries an inherent vowel /a/, explicit vowels are marked by dedicated characters, and the system
encodes 14 phonemes of medieval Sinhala (Elu).

The hypothesis originated from the author's direct observation of Sinhala temple inscriptions
during visits to Sri Lanka. The characteristic loop-dominated, curvilinear design of Sinhala
script�evolved from writing on palm leaves, where straight lines would split the medium [Daniels
and Bright, 1996]�bears unmistakable structural resemblance to Voynich glyph morphology.
This visual recognition preceded and motivated the computational investigation that followed.

The decipherment resolves why every previous approach failed. The manuscript encodes
spoken language, not written language. This distinction matters because:

1. The phoneme inventory (14 consonants, 5 vowels) matches pre-12th-century spoken Elu,
not modern written Sinhala (which has 24+ consonants including /b/, /v/, /f/, /z/)

2. Word boundaries in the decoded text show dictation artifacts�single-character fragments
from pen-lifting mid-word

3. Character n-gram frequencies match spoken Sinhala (rank #1 when spoken-weighted) but
not written Sinhala dictionaries (rank #9)

4. Compound words run together as pronounced, not segmented as written

The resulting decoder, applied uniformly across the entire manuscript with no per-section
tuning, produces:

� 94.4% of tokens glossable in English (33,916 of 35,916)
� 99.7% matching the Sinhala dictionary (Tier 1+2+3)
� Only 0.3% truly unknown (∼108 tokens)
� Recipe section speci�cally: 91.9% glossed across 22,783 tokens

2 Why Previous Attempts Failed

Previous decipherment attempts fell into three traps, each reinforcing the others.

2.1 The Cipher Trap

Cryptographers assumed the manuscript contained a European language encrypted via substi-
tution cipher. Frequency analysis should then crack it�yet it consistently failed. The reason:
the text is not encrypted. It is a phonetic transcription of a non-European language in an orig-
inal writing system. Frequency distributions of an abugida encoding spoken Sinhala bear no
resemblance to substitution ciphers of Latin or Italian.

2.2 The Script Trap

Paleographers attempted to match Voynich glyphs to known scripts. This failed because the
script is bespoke�invented to capture speech sounds, not derived from any existing alphabet or
abugida. The closest structural parallel is to Brahmic scripts (abugida structure, CV syllable
dominance), but the speci�c glyph forms have no direct ancestor.

2.3 The Language Trap

Every serious attempt assumed a European language, or at most Arabic or Hebrew. No one
considered a South Asian language transmitted through Indian Ocean trade routes. Written
Sinhala uses a completely di�erent script (no visual similarity to Voynich glyphs). Spoken
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Elu-Sinhala has di�erent statistical properties than written Sinhala, making dictionary-based
identi�cation di�cult. And the absence of /b/ and /v/�which looks �wrong� for an Indo-Aryan
language�is actually a chronolect dating feature of pre-12th-century Elu, not a decoding error.

The double barrier�novel script and encoding speech rather than writing�is analogous to
the pre-Knorozov deadlock on Maya glyphs. Knorozov's breakthrough was recognizing that
Maya writing was phonetic, not logographic [Coe, 1992]. The same paradigm shift applies here:
the Voynich script is phonetic, encoding speech sounds rather than encrypting written language.

3 The Decipherment

3.1 The Writing System: A Bespoke Abugida

The Voynich writing system is identi�ed as an abugida by three structural properties:

1. 92.7% of decoded syllables are CV (consonant-vowel) structure
2. 99.7% of decoded words are vowel-�nal
3. Explicit vowel characters (EVA o, e, i) appear only in speci�c positions, while the inherent

vowel /a/ is unmarked

These properties are diagnostic of Brahmic-family abugidas, where each consonant letter
inherently carries the vowel /a/ unless modi�ed by an explicit vowel marker.

3.2 The H12 Character Mapping

Table 1 presents the complete character mapping. The mapping is designated �H12� (Hypothe-
sis 12 in our systematic search).

Table 1: H12 Phonological Mapping: EVA characters to Sinhala phonemes

EVA Decoded Context Notes

sh m All shol → mul (root)
o u/o All Explicit vowel
y, a a All Inherent vowel
e e Medial (98.6%) Medial vowel
i i Medial (99.7%) Medial vowel
ii ee (	e) Digraph daiin → geena → gena (take)
d g Onset Positional voicing
d d Medial/coda Positional voicing
k k Onset Symmetric voicing
k g Medial +223 matches, zero breakage
ch+C devoicing Onset chd → /d/ (89 tokens)
ch+V n or silent Onset Hybrid: 16 types always /n/ (294 tok.)
q silent Initial 99.2% word-initial, before `o'
h silent All Gallows glyph structure
f c All
ct th Digraph Aspiration: thula (large, 64×)
ck kh Digraph Aspiration: kha (eat, 191×)
cp ph Digraph Aspiration: phula (�ower, 15×)
m m. Sentence-�nal Anusvara, not /m/ phoneme
n n Final (97%)
l, r, t, p, s l, r, t, p, s All Direct mapping

Three additional post-processing rules (28�30) recover long vowels from EVA digraphs:
ee → 	e (long e), ii → 	� (long i), and ai → æ (short a diphthong). These rules apply af-
ter the primary character mapping and account for the abugida's representation of vowel length
through character doubling, consistent with Brahmic vowel-length marking conventions.
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Three further rules (31�33) were discovered during systematic decoder gap analysis. Rule 31:
Word-�nal EVA o defaults to /a/ rather than /u/. Evidence shows EVA o and y are used inter-
changeably in word-�nal position (e.g., dsho/dshy both decode to gama). A 3-lexeme whitelist
(u, utu, ulu) protects con�rmed word-�nal /u/ forms. This single rule rescues 644 tokens (+1.8%
gloss rate). Rule 32: cf → /ch/ (aspirated palatal stop), completing the ct/ck/cp aspiration
paradigm. Since EVA f = /c/, the combination cf = aspirated /c/ = /ch/. This produces at-
tested Sinhala terms: chula (scalp/crest), chala (skin/bark), chada (emesis). Rule 33: cs→ /s/
(c silent before sibilant). No aspirated sibilant exists in Sinhala; the aspiration marker is ab-
sorbed. Rules 32�33 together eliminate 121 of 123 phonotactically illegal consonant clusters
(98.4%).

3.3 Minimal Pair Proof

The mapping produces a minimal pair that serves as an internal consistency check:

daiin → gena (take/bring) vs. chdaiin → dena (give)

Both words share the same base character sequence (daiin). The ch-pre�x devoices the
onset: d-onset = /g/ without pre�x, but ch+d = /d/ with pre�x. The semantic pair �take�
and �give� appearing via a systematic rule applied to the same base form is strong evidence of
genuine phonological structure, not coincidence.

3.4 Language Identi�cation

Language identi�cation converges from multiple independent evidence lines:

1. Dictionary matching: Decoded vocabulary matches 99.7% of the 1.47M-word Sinhala
dictionary (Tier 1+2+3 combined)

2. Pharmaceutical vocabulary: Domain clustering in Sinhala medical terminology is
101.2× higher than random cipher controls (Z = 52.7)

3. SOV word order: 77.1% postposition-after-noun (Z = 8.10), consistent with Sinhala
4. Morphological productivity: Verb paradigms (gena/ugena/ugaina = take/having-taken/bring),

case markers, and compound splitting follow Sinhala grammar
5. Phoneme inventory: The 14-phoneme inventory matches pre-12th-century Elu exactly
6. Ayurvedic recipe structure: Decoded recipes match the format of the Yogaratnakaraya

and comparable Sinhala medical texts

3.5 The Spoken Language Insight

The decoded text does not perfectly match written Sinhala dictionaries because it records spoken
language. Key evidence:

� Prenasalized stop simpli�cation: tambula → tamula (how it was said, not how it was
written)

� Edit-distance-1 matches are pronunciation variants, not errors
� Compounds run together as pronounced: ulameda = ula + meda (water + fat)
� ∼108 residual unknown tokens are word-boundary artifacts from dictation
� N-gram analysis ranks spoken-weighted Sinhala #1 (vs. #9 against written corpus)

3.6 Worked Example: Full Pipeline

We demonstrate the complete decoding pipeline on one line from folio f75r (a pharmaceutical
recipe page):
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Step 1: Raw EVA transcription
sor chey qokain chckhy lshedy okeedy

Step 2: Character substitution (H12 table)
s-u-r-a e-a u-g-a-i-n-a kh-a l-a-m-e-d-a u-g-e-e-d-a

Step 3: Decoded Sinhala
sura ea ugaina kha lameda ugeeda

Step 4: Dictionary lookup and gloss
sura liquor Sinhala: fermented preparation
ea ghee Elu ela (cow-product) with l-lenition
ugaina bring/fetch Elu g	ena (u- pre�x imperative)
kha body cavity Sanskrit kha (= aperture; 191 tokens, con�rmed)
lameda having-applied fat Compound: la (having-done) + meda (fat)
ugeeda THE-processed Compound: u- (de�nite) + ge + eda (then)
Step 5: English reading
�Liquor [and] ghee�bring [to the] cavity, having applied fat�the processed [preparation].�

This line instructs the practitioner to bring (fetch) a ghee-and-liquor vehicle, apply a fat-
based preparation to a body cavity, and use the processed compound�a standard Ayurvedic
pharmaceutical procedure.

4 Statistical Validation

We present six independent statistical tests, each targeting a di�erent aspect of the decipherment
claim. All tests are reproducible from the published decoder and data.

4.1 Domain Clustering Test

Method: Decoded Voynich vocabulary was checked against pharmaceutical/medical domain
clustering in 15 languages plus 10 random cipher controls.

Result: H12→Sinhala medical clustering score: 0.396 vs. random cipher mean: 0.004 =
101.2× higher (Z = 52.7). No other language exceeds 0.15.

Crucially, the large 1.47-million-word dictionary makes this test harder, not easier. Random
substitution ciphers match many words in a large dictionary, but those matches scatter across
all semantic domains with no concentration. The H12 mapping produces matches that cluster
speci�cally in pharmaceutical vocabulary�the domain concentration is the signal.

4.2 Random Mappings Control

Method: 10,000 random character-to-phoneme mappings were generated and applied to the
same EVA corpus. Each was tested against the Sinhala dictionary and six semantic criteria.
(This v1 test used an ad-hoc script not included in the current repository; the current repro-
ducible random-decoder comparison is the dual null model in Section 4.7, which uses 200 con-
strained decoders.)

Result: 47 of 10,000 random mappings exceed H12's raw dictionary hit rate. However, zero
of those 47 pass all six semantic tests (pharmaceutical collocations, SOV syntax, verb paradigm
productivity, domain clustering, plant-illustration correlation, recipe structure). The combined
signi�cance exceeds Z > 3.72 (p < 10−4). The dual null model (Section 4.7) provides a more
rigorous, reproducible version of this comparison.

4.3 Reverse Encoding Validation

Method: 130 Sinhala pharmaceutical terms were reverse-encoded through H12 to predict their
EVA form, then searched in the manuscript.
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Result: 75 of 130 terms found (Z = 11.25). Three pharmaceutical bigrams con�rmed (e.g.,
�take� + �root� appearing adjacent in recipe sections). Zero bigrams found from random controls.

4.4 SOV Syntax Validation

Method: Verb and noun positions were extracted across all lines containing both. Word-order
statistics were computed.

Result: 77.1% postposition-after-noun (Z = 8.10), 66.2% noun-before-verb (Z = 5.07),
56.2% verb-�nal (Z = 2.17). SOV word order scores 8/8 vs SVO 0/8 and VSO 0/8. Consistent
across all three manuscript sections (herbal 76.3%, recipe 78.2%, zodiac 76.6% postpositional).

4.5 Pharmaceutical Collocations

Method: 36 Ayurvedic word pairs were tested for co-occurrence within decoded text (e.g.,
�root� + �water�, �grind� + �paste�).

Result: 16 of 36 pairs observed at any frequency, 5 rated STRONG (>5× baseline), 5
MODERATE (2�5× baseline). H12 produces 16 collocation hits vs random decoder average of
3.3 (4.8× advantage, N = 10). The dual null model (Section 4.7) uses a stricter 2× baseline
threshold, counting 10/36 pairs, and yields Z = 5.32 from N = 200 constrained decoders�the
de�nitive comparison.

4.6 Semantic Coherence

Method: Eight semantic �eld tests checked whether decoded vocabulary clusters into expected
categories (pharmaceutical, botanical, anatomical) at line level.

Result: 8 of 8 tests passed (Z = 19.25 for within-line clustering, 7.4× random baseline).

4.7 Dual Null Model Comparison

Method: Four key tests were run under two di�erent null models (200 trials each): (a) con-
strained random decoders that randomize 10 consonant mappings while preserving abugida
vowel-insertion structure (the more conservative null), and (b) unconstrained random decoders
that completely randomize EVA-to-phoneme mappings, destroying all structure.

Result:

Test H12 Value Constrained Z Unconstrained Z

Pharma vocab tokens 7,130 2.31 73.81
Post-after-noun % 64.9% 0.85 1.38
Noun-before-verb % 21.1% 1.50 −1.50
Collocation hits (/36) 10 5.32 ∞
Section chi-squared 498.8 3.40 116.95

Three of �ve tests are signi�cant (Z ≥ 2.0) under both null models: pharmaceutical vocab-
ulary, collocations, and section clustering. SOV syntax does not reach signi�cance under either
null model, indicating that word-order statistics may partially re�ect EVA token distribution
patterns rather than genuine grammar. The Z = 8.10 from word-order shu�e controls (Sec-
tion 4.4) remains valid for showing non-random word order within the decoded text, but random
decoders also produce somewhat SOV-like patterns from the same EVA input.

Z-scores are higher under the unconstrained null, as expected. The constrained null (abugida-
preserving) is the more conservative test. Reporting both demonstrates that constrained-null
results are not in�ated.
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4.8 Stability and Robustness Checks

Method: Three key claims were tested under four perturbation types: bootstrap resampling
(100 resamples of 80% of lines), vocabulary pruning (remove top-5/10/20 most frequent words),
section splits (herbal/recipe/zodiac independently), and alternate tokenization (hyphen-split vs
space-split).

Result:

Claim Bootstrap Pruning Sections Tokenization Overall

SOV syntax STABLE UNSTABLE CONSISTENT STABLE FRAGILE
External pharma STABLE STABLE CONSISTENT STABLE ROBUST
Keyword clustering STABLE STABLE CONSISTENT STABLE ROBUST

Two of three claims are ROBUST under all perturbation types. SOV is rated FRAGILE
because the noun-before-verb metric drops from 63.2% to 44.1% under top-10 vocabulary prun-
ing, though postposition-after-noun remains stable (77.3% → 74.2%). This fragility is consistent
with the dual null model �nding that SOV statistics are partially driven by high-frequency word
patterns.

4.9 Multiple-Testing Correction

Method: The three primary tests�those signi�cant under the dual null model (Section 4.7)�
were corrected as a family using Bonferroni, Holm�Bonferroni (step-down FWER), and Benjamini�
Hochberg (FDR) at α = 0.05. SOV syntax was reclassi�ed as conditional corroboration after
failing the dual null model as a standalone discriminator. Three exploratory tests were reported
with uncorrected p-values. The circular Panchavidha test was excluded entirely. Classi�cation
follows ?.

Primary tests (signi�cant under dual null model):

Test Z p-value Bonf (α/3) Holm-B BH-FDR

Keyword-section clustering 30.30 < 10−100 PASS PASS PASS
Pharma collocations 5.32 5.2× 10−8 PASS PASS PASS
External pharma 3.40 3.4× 10−4 PASS PASS PASS

All 3/3 primary tests survive Bonferroni (α/3 = 0.017).
Conditional corroboration (signi�cant within decoded text, not standalone vs random

decoders):

Test Z (shu�e) Z (dual null) Status

SOV postpositional 8.10 0.85 Conditional
SOV noun-before-verb 5.07 1.50 Conditional

Word-order statistics alone do not discriminate H12 from constrained random decoders (post-
after-noun Z = 0.85). We therefore treat SOV as a conditional corroboration test: given in-
dependently established lexical-semantic signal (external pharma, collocations, section cluster-
ing), decoded word order is signi�cantly non-random under within-text shu�ing (Z = 8.10).
SOV is meaningful because the words being ordered are genuine pharmaceutical vocabulary�
established by the three primary tests�not because the positional pattern alone is discriminat-
ing.

Sensitivity analysis correcting all 8 quantitative tests (primary + conditional + exploratory):
5/8 Bonferroni, 6/8 Holm�Bonferroni, 7/8 BH-FDR.
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4.10 Holdout (Train/Test Split) Validation

Method: To guard against over�tting, the corpus was split by odd/even folio numbers: TRAIN
(odd folios, 17,163 tokens) and TEST (even folios, 18,753 tokens). Both halves span all manuscript
sections. Three holdout tests were performed:

1. Pharmaceutical vocabulary holdout: Pharma word types identi�ed in TRAIN (43 types
matching external vocabulary) were tested for elevated rates in unseen TEST data. Base-
line: 1,000 trials of same-size random word-type samples from TRAIN vocabulary.

2. Collocation holdout: Word-pair collocations (window=5, count ≥ 3) established in
TRAIN (160 pairs) were tested for replication in TEST. Baseline: 1,000 trials of random
pair samples from all possible pharma-vocabulary pairs.

3. Keyword clustering holdout: Semantic category pro�les (PLANT, PREPARATION,
LIQUID, etc.) learned per section from TRAIN were used to predict each TEST folio's
section by cosine similarity. Baseline: 1,000 trials with shu�ed section-to-pro�le mappings.

Result: All 3/3 holdout tests pass:

Test Z-score Result

Pharma vocabulary holdout 19.7 PASS (14.8× random, p < 10−4)
Collocation holdout 21.0 PASS (154/160 pairs transfer)
Keyword clustering holdout 4.3 PASS (43.5% vs 14.2% shu�ed; below 47% majority-class)

All three primary claims generalise from TRAIN to unseen TEST data. Note: Test C accu-
racy (43.5%) exceeds the shu�ed-pro�le baseline (14.2%, Z = 4.3) but falls below the majority-
class baseline (47.0%). This means the semantic pro�les carry genuine section-discriminating
information, but are not a competitive classi�er�expected given the high inter-section vocabu-
lary overlap in a uniformly medical manuscript. Supplementary chi-squared analysis of TEST
data alone con�rms signi�cant section-level semantic variation (Z = 14.2).

4.11 Combined Signi�cance

Primary evidence (non-circular, signi�cant under dual null model, Bonferroni-corrected):

� Keyword-section clustering: Z = 30.30 (p ≈ 0), dual-null constrained Z = 3.40
� Pharmaceutical collocations: Z = 5.32 (p = 5.2×10−8; N=200 constrained decoders, dual
null model)

� External pharmaceutical vocabulary: Z = 3.4 (p = 3.4 × 10−4), dual-null constrained
Z = 2.31

Conditional corroboration (signi�cant given lexical validity, not standalone):

� SOV syntax: Z = 8.10 postpositional, Z = 5.07 noun-before-verb (vs shu�ed word order).
Not signi�cant as standalone discriminator (dual-null Z = 0.85). SOV NbV FRAGILE
under vocabulary pruning (drops to 44% when top-10 words removed). Meaningful as
corroboration once the primary tests establish that the decoded words are genuine phar-
maceutical vocabulary in genuine Sinhala.

Supporting evidence (not in primary or conditional family): cross-language discrimination
(13× raw advantage, Z = 1.73), directionality �ip (EVA RTL→ decoded LTR), and cross-modal
text�illustration convergence.

Explicitly circular (excluded from signi�cance claims): Panchavidha Kashaya Kalpana
(Z = 7.2, H12-decoded terms tested against H12 output).
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The three primary tests measure complementary aspects of the decoded output (vocabulary
frequency, word-pair co-occurrence, section-level semantic distribution), though all draw on the
same decoded corpus and dictionary. Fisher's method on the three primary p-values yields
a combined χ2 = 510.1 (df = 6, p ≪ 10−100). Even conservatively excluding the dominant
clustering test and combining only external pharma (p = 3.4 × 10−4) and collocations (p =
5.2× 10−8), the combined p = 4.5× 10−10 (χ2 = 49.5, df = 4). The conditional SOV test adds
grammatical evidence once lexical validity is established.

5 Why Not Another Language?

5.1 Multi-Language Comparison

We tested the H12 decoder output against 15 language dictionaries (Sinhala, Hindi, Bengali,
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi, Pali, Sanskrit, Malay, Arabic, Turkish, Latin,
and a combined European set). Sinhala leads in unique-match signal (4.1% unique vocabulary
vs. Hindi 0.5%), and is the only language producing domain-coherent pharmaceutical clustering.

5.2 The �Big Dictionary� Counterargument

The Sinhala dictionary contains 1.47 million entries. A hostile reviewer might argue that any
random string will match such a large dictionary. We counter with three points:

1. Compound cascade requires both halves to match: Probability drops quadratically,
not linearly. A 4-character compound must match two dictionary entries at the split
point�random probability ≈ (0.26)2 = 6.8%, not 26%.

2. Domain clustering: Matches concentrate in pharmaceutical vocabulary (101.2× over
random). A random cipher hitting dictionary words would scatter across all domains
uniformly.

3. Grammatical correctness: Matches produce valid Sinhala morphology�verb paradigms
(gena/ugena/ugaina = take/having-taken/bring), case markers (-ta dative, -aina instru-
mental), compound rules. Random dictionary hits do not produce productive grammatical
paradigms.

5.3 Negative Evidence: Domain Speci�city

If decoded vocabulary were random dictionary noise, we would expect terms from all semantic
domains. What we �nd:

� Present: pharmaceutical preparations, plant names, body parts, diseases, dosage forms,
Ayurvedic recipe structure

� Absent: military vocabulary, legal terminology, religious liturgy, maritime terms, literary
language, commercial vocabulary

The absence of non-medical content from a general-purpose decoder applied to a general-
purpose dictionary is strong evidence that the text itself is domain-speci�c.

5.4 Cross-Language Phonotactic Validation

A hostile reviewer may ask: does the decoded output match Sinhala phonotactic structure (syl-
lable patterns), not just dictionary hits? We tested consonant-vowel (CV) pattern distributions
of the decoded Voynich output against six languages plus a random control, each sampled at
100,000 words.
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Language CV-bigram cos CV-trigram cos Vowel-�nal Composite

Voynich (target) � � 99.7% �
Hindi 0.983 0.892 96.9% 0.96
Sinhala 0.944 0.798 69.0% 1.44
Latin 0.948 0.727 39.7% 1.71
Turkish 0.940 0.721 45.6% 1.69
Tamil 0.934 0.742 44.4% 1.78
Arabic 0.321 0.135 20.8% 3.20
Random 0.303 0.143 0.0% 3.52

Hindi ranks �rst on phonotactic structure, with Sinhala second. This is expected and in-
formative: Hindi and Sinhala are sister Indo-Aryan languages descended from the same Prakrit
ancestor, sharing identical CV syllable patterns. Phonotactic structure cannot distinguish be-
tween sibling languages�just as CV patterns cannot separate Spanish from Portuguese. What
does distinguish Sinhala from Hindi is lexical content (4.1% unique dictionary matches vs. 0.5%),
pharmaceutical domain clustering (101.2× for Sinhala, absent in Hindi), and grammatical fea-
tures (conjunctive participle -la, absolutive u- pre�x).

The key phonotactic result is threefold: (1) the decoded output is unambiguously Indo-
Aryan in structure, eliminating Turkish, Latin, Arabic, and other non-Indo-Aryan candidates;
(2) all Indo-Aryan languages cluster together and separate cleanly from non-Indo-Aryan con-
trols; (3) the 99.7% vowel-�nal constraint matches the abugida decoding hypothesis (every word
terminates in a vowel because the inherent a is appended to �nal consonants).

6 Grammar Analysis

Systematic grammatical feature extraction con�rms Sinhala morphosyntax with medieval chronolect
indicators.

6.1 Feature Inventory

Of 19 canonical Sinhala grammatical features tested, 12 are con�rmed in the decoded text:

� SOV word order (77.1% postpositional, Z = 8.10)
� Conjunctive participle -la (8,273 tokens�the dominant clause-chaining mechanism)
� Absolutive construction (u- pre�x: 6,422 tokens)
� Postpositions
� Dative case marking (-ta)
� Instrumental case (-aina)
� Verb-�nal clauses
� Compound word formation (productive)
� Genitive possession
� Emphatic particles
� Aspect markers
� Causative construction

Five features are absent. All are modern innovations not expected in medieval Elu: -nava
present tense, -uvaa past tense, -anna future, sinhala-speci�c emphatic -ma, and the modern
de�nite article.

6.2 Medieval Chronolect Indicators

Six features speci�cally indicate medieval (pre-14th century) Elu rather than modern Sinhala:
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1. Conjunctive participle -la (8,273 tokens): replaces modern -	a
2. u-pre�x demonstrative (6,422 tokens): archaic deictic system
3. Zero copula (99.2% of predicate clauses): no overt �is/are�
4. Absolutive construction as primary clause-chaining: matches medieval literary style
5. Archaic negation particle na (136 tokens): pre-modern form
6. -uga/-uge instrumental: archaic case su�x

Zero modern indicators are present. This pro�le is precisely what would be expected for
a 15th-century Elu text and is inconsistent with modern Sinhala, any European language, or
random noise.

6.3 Ayurvedic Recipe Components

All six components of a canonical Ayurvedic recipe are present in the decoded text:

1. Disease markers: dative -ta su�x (�for [disease]�)
2. Ingredient lists: plant names with quantities
3. Processing chains: conjunctive participle sequences (grind-la, cook-la, strain-la)
4. Administration verbs: gena (take/bring), dena (give)
5. Dietary restrictions: formulaic closing phrases
6. E�cacy claims: �guna ve� (cured), �nasa� (destroyed)

7 Reading the Manuscript

7.1 Recipe Section Overview

The recipe section (folios 75�116, Quire 20) comprises 81 folios containing 22,783 word tokens.
At the current coverage level:

Table 2: Coverage of recipe section (81 folios, 22,783 tokens)

Tier Tokens %

Tier 1: English gloss available 20,936 91.9%
Tier 2: Sinhala dictionary match 1,026 4.5%
Tier 3: Edit-distance-1 match 639 2.8%
Tier 4: Unknown 182 0.8%

Total known (Tier 1+2+3) 22,601 99.2%

7.2 Sample Recipe: Folio f75r

Folio f75r is the �rst page of the recipe section. The opening lines demonstrate the pharmaceu-
tical register:

f75r.P.1 (6 words, 100% glossed)
eva kchedy qokar shy kchedy qotar
sinhala keda ugara ma keda utara
english crude-drug throat self crude-drug north/answer

f75r.P.8 (6 words, 100% glossed)
eva sor chey qokain chckhy lshedy
sinhala sura ea ugaina kha lameda
english liquor ghee bring/fetch cavity having-applied-fat
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f75r.P.10 (8 words, 100% glossed)
eva dshor qotar qokain chckhy dy otey tedy
sinhala gamura utara ugaina kha ga utea teda
english guard/shift north bring/fetch cavity ptcl oil-prep decoction
These lines describe pharmaceutical preparations: crude drugs processed with ghee and

liquor, applied to body cavities, oil-based and decoction-based preparations. The vocabulary is
overwhelmingly pharmaceutical.

7.3 Dominant Recipe Vocabulary

The 30 most frequent decoded forms in the recipe section are dominated by pharmaceutical
terms:

Table 3: Top 15 decoded forms in recipe folios

Rank Decoded Count Gloss

1 ula 478 spring-water (Elu ul, source/fountain)
2 eda 454 then (discourse connector)
3 ugeea 433 THE-fat-preparation
4 ugeeda 410 THE-processed
5 ugaina 404 bring/fetch (Elu g	ena)
6 meda 396 fat/soften
7 ugeda 389 THE-crude-drug
8 ugena 386 having-taken
9 gena 347 take
10 ena 320 come/add
11 ura 306 chest/upon
12 uteda 281 THE-decoction
13 ugala 271 having-ground
14 ea 258 ghee (cow-product)
15 mea 249 honey

The vocabulary is entirely consistent with Sinhala Ayurvedic pharmaceutical instructions:
preparation verbs (take, bring, grind, cook, strain), vehicles (water, ghee, honey, oil), process-
ing states (decoction, fat-preparation, crude-drug), and grammatical connectors (then, having-
done). All 20 most frequent EVA word forms decode to meaningful Sinhala pharmaceutical
terms�no high-frequency �noise� tokens survive decoding.

7.4 Recipe Structure Comparison

The decoded recipe structure matches the classical Sinhala pharmaceutical template documented
in the Yogaratnakaraya (c. 1371�1478 CE) and Bodleian Library palm-leaf manuscripts (see
Section 7.9 for detailed parallel text validation):

Template element Found in decoded text

[Disease]-ta (dative) Disease markers with -ta su�x
Ingredient list + quantities Plant names, measurement terms
Processing chain (-la participles) ugala (having-ground), lameda (having-applied-fat)
Administration verb gena (take), dena (give)
Dietary restriction Formulaic phrases at recipe boundaries
E�cacy claim �guna ve� (cured) patterns
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7.5 Recipe Header Pattern

Analysis of paragraph-initial words reveals a systematic recipe boundary marker. Of 983 paragraph-
initial words, 165 (16.8%) begin with EVA p or f, compared to 2.5% of all words�a 6.7×
enrichment (χ2 = 820.83, p = 1.60×10−180). The pattern is position-speci�c: 16.8% paragraph-
initial vs. 1.0% non-initial (odds ratio 19.04, χ2 = 898.13). Sixty-�ve percent of recipe folios
(15/23) begin with a p/f-initial paragraph (binomial p = 5.14× 10−10 vs. �rst-word rate). The
enrichment is section-speci�c: recipe 16.8% vs. herbal 8.0% (χ2 = 41.23, p = 1.35× 10−10).

A recipe coherence test con�rms within-recipe semantic unity:

Comparison Mean Jaccard N pairs

Within-recipe (consecutive) 0.0459 814
Across-recipe boundary 0.0275 159
Random paragraph pairs 0.0288 1,000
Adjacent recipe word-sets 0.0998 159

Within-recipe similarity is 1.67× higher than across-boundary similarity (permutation p <
0.0001, 10,000 iterations). Vocabulary genuinely changes at recipe boundaries�di�erent recipes
use di�erent ingredient and instruction sets.

A concrete example on folio f79r illustrates the pattern: p-initial headers appear at para-
graphs P.7 (puleda, �bloomed/swollen + then�) and P.39 (pulag	ea), while intervening paragraphs
P.12 and P.25 begin with instruction vocabulary. Within the same folio, P.34's second word is
keda (crude-drug/dry-state), naming the preparation type�showing sub-structure within recipes
where preparation-type labels follow the condition header.

Semantic analysis reveals functional di�erentiation between headers and body text. Head-
ers cluster around pu- (48.4%), pe- (20.5%), and pa- (20.5%) pre�xes. Header words contain
condition names (pedala = su�ering, < Skt. p	�d. 	a; pea = beverage, < Skt. peya). Non-header
words contain instructions (gena = take, gala = strain). Dosage terms are 2.2× enriched in
headers; action terms are 2.8× enriched in non-headers. This functional split�headers marking
disease/preparation type, body text containing processing instructions�is consistent with the
template structure of classical Ayurvedic recipe compendia.

7.6 Plant Identi�cations

Systematic analysis of all 112 herbal folios identi�es 15 distinct plant species or plant-related
terms through decoded Sinhala vocabulary. Sixteen herbal folios have a plant name as their
�rst decoded word, consistent with the Ayurvedic naming convention of labelling folios by their
primary plant subject. Of 112 herbal �rst words, 67 are hapax legomena (appearing only once
in the manuscript) with a mean length of 6.4 characters�consistent with unique plant names
rather than common vocabulary.
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Table 4: Plant species identi�ed in decoded herbal text

Decoded Botanical Occ. Signi�cance

uga Ficus spp. 422 Sacred �g; primary Ayurvedic tree
mula (root, generic) 128 Core ingredient term
ata Datura stramonium 98 Solanaceae; major Ayurvedic plant
thala Sesamum indicum 9 Sesame; base oil in formulations
pala (fruit, generic) 9 Ingredient class term
mara Solanum spp. 8 Nightshade; Solanaceae family
suda Coriandrum sativum 8 Coriander; standard ingredient
upula Nymphaea nouchali 7 Blue lotus; Sri Lankan national �ower
ela Elettaria cardamomum 6 Cardamom; Sri Lankan spice
sarala Pinus spp. � Pine; resinous medicinal
kera Cucumis sativus � Cucumber; cooling remedy
tamala Cinnamomum tamala � Bay-leaf; aromatic spice
tadala Colocasia esculenta � Taro; tuber vegetable (Skt. dala-±	ar	�r	� = �leaf-bodied�)
aralu Terminalia chebula 1 Myrobalan; Triphala component
sera Cymbopogon citratus 1 Lemongrass

Independent attestation con�rms 12 of 16 decoded plant names in Jayaweera's Medicinal
Plants Used in Ceylon (625 species, 5 volumes): aralu (Terminalia chebula), bulu (T. bel-
lirica), nelli (Phyllanthus emblica), ata (Datura metel), mara (Solanum nigrum), kera (Cu-
cumis sativus), sarala (Pinus spp.), tamala (Cinnamomum tamala), pudina (Mentha spp.), ela
(Elettaria cardamomum), inguru (Zingiber o�cinale), and amu (Paspalum scrobiculatum, Kodo
millet�a new identi�cation). The Bhesajjamanjusa (13th c.) independently attests 8 of 15 de-
coded plant names, including a critical �nding: buluki (line 5158), a Pali-ized form of Sinhala
bulu, demonstrates that the Bhesajjamanjusa author borrowed directly from Sinhala rather than
using purely Sanskrit-derived Pali forms.

Four words exhibit context-aware polysemy, resolving to plant meanings on herbal folios
(f1�f57) and general meanings elsewhere: ata (hand / thorn-apple), mara (death / nightshade),
m	e (this / mahua), suda (white / coriander).

Notable identi�cations include:

� tambula (Piper betle, betel): 6 occurrences. Elu /mb/→/m/ explains tambula→tamula.
Preparation (oil + honey) matches classical Ayurvedic formulation.

� tamala (f11r, Cinnamomum tamala): Unambiguous loop-vowel recovery + visual match.
� Triphala 2/3 con�rmed: aralu (Terminalia chebula) + bulu (T. bellirica)�two of the
three components of the most prescribed compound in Ayurvedic medicine.

� Solanaceae cluster: ata (Datura, 98×) + mara (Solanum, 8×) = 106 Solanaceae tokens,
independently cross-validated by Petersen's visual identi�cation (Section 9).

7.7 Section-by-Section Coherence

A single decoder applied uniformly across all manuscript sections produces domain-appropriate
vocabulary without any per-section tuning :

� Herbal folios (f1�f57): plant names dominate (tambula, aralu, nuga, kamala). Plant-part
words (mula = root, ala = tuber) correlate with botanical illustrations.

� Recipe folios (f75�f116): preparation vocabulary dominates (uteda = decoction, meda
= fat preparation, kasaya = decoction, gula = pill). Action verbs (gena = take, ugala =
having-ground). Naming conventions reveal systematic structure: recipe preparation-type
markers gameda (fat-prep, 88.9% line-initial), teda (decoction, 71.9% line-initial), and sula
(pain/condition, 59.7% line-initial) serve as section headers. Twenty-seven herbal plant
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names reappear in the recipe section, con�rming cross-referencing between botanical iden-
ti�cation and pharmaceutical formulation. Makha (Magha nakshatra, astrological timing
marker) appears 54×, concentrated in recipes�consistent with the Ayurvedic practice of
scheduling drug preparation according to lunar mansions.

� Zodiac folios (f67�f73): surya (sun, 54×) and astrological terms emerge. Three alterna-
tive hypotheses were tested and refuted: (1) non-phonetic abbreviation�refuted because
zodiac words are longer than herbal (5.17 vs 4.82 chars) with higher vocabulary diversity
(TTR 0.54 vs 0.42); (2) Tamil numeral encoding�refuted by chi-squared test (χ2 = 389,
critical 42.6), with 96.8% of labels unique to one folio; (3) zodiac bypasses H12�refuted
because 100% of labels are vowel-�nal (Elu phonotactics). A morphological pre�x yk-

(decodes to ag-) appears in 8/12 month labels, consistent with a systematic sign-naming
convention. The low gloss rate (24.8%) re�ects vocabulary isolation (unique celestial de-
scriptors), not a di�erent encoding system.

� Gynecological/pharmaceutical folios (f75�f84): the �bathing� section�with nude �g-
ures depicted in pools�decodes not as anatomy but as pharmaceutical processing in-
structions, achieving the highest gloss rate of any section (97.0%, 6,816 tokens). Vo-
cabulary is dominated by: ula (spring-water, 36×), ugeda (crude-drug, 17×), meda (fat,
9×), uteda (decoction, 6×), gala (strain/�lter, 6×). Unique vocabulary suggests gyne-
cological/reproductive preparations (rameda = menstrual secretion + fat). Tubes and
pipes in the illustrations may depict distillation/�ltration apparatus rather than anatom-
ical structures. Folios f59�f64 are physically missing from the manuscript (not a gap in
decoding). The vocabulary is indistinguishable from the recipe section�consistent with
Ayurvedic pharmaceutical preparation, where medicated baths (snana) and gynecological
treatments are standard dosage forms.

� Alphabet pages (f49v, f66r): Two folios contain individual characters listed vertically�
consistent with a writing system key or reference page. Folio f49v has Arabic numerals
1�5 alongside Voynich characters; under H12, each decodes to a single Sinhala phoneme.
A repeating vowel triplet (u, a, e) across three cycles is consistent with an abugida demon-
stration page. Consonant order does not match standard Brahmic akshara ordering (18/36
inversions), suggesting a bespoke rather than traditional arrangement. Folio f66r contains
two unidenti�ed glyphs (`x' in all transcriptions) that match no known EVA character�
possibly Brahmic characters or numerals from a di�erent system. If identi�able as Brahmic,
these would directly con�rm the script family hypothesis.

� Recipe paragraph markers: Recipe paragraphs are marked with marginal stars of
varying types (tailed vs. untailed, red vs. yellow vs. blank centre). These visual cate-
gories may mark content types�a testable prediction is that star type correlates with
p/f-initial (header) vs. non-p-initial (instruction) paragraphs. Folio f76r (bathing section)
contains 9 single characters labelling parts of the illustration, each decoding to an in-
dividual phoneme (sa, ga, sa, u, la, ka, ra, sa)�likely abbreviations for ingredients or
anatomical application points.

� Rosette foldout (f85v2): 347 words, 82.1% glossed. Pharmaceutical vocabulary through-
out (uteda, ugala, ula, ala). Ugara (throat) appears 7×, suggesting a throat-preparation
section. The foldout's vocabulary pro�le is consistent with the recipe section.

� Structural features: The manuscript contains no devotional opening (no namo or om. ),
suggesting a working or dictated copy rather than a formal liturgical text. There is no
colophon�the manuscript ends mid-recipe at f116r, indicating truncation. Sentence-�nal
anusvara (-m) marks clause boundaries (67�100% line-�nal).

A random mapping would produce the same vocabulary distribution across all sections. The
emergence of domain-appropriate vocabulary per section is diagnostic of genuine decipherment.
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7.8 Pharmaceutical Classi�cation System

The decoder output contains six high-frequency terms that map one-to-one onto the classical
Ayurvedic pharmaceutical classi�cation system, the Panchavidha Kashaya Kalpana (�ve basic
preparation categories) and its secondary forms, codi�ed in the Charaka Samhita and Sushruta
Samhita:

Table 5: Decoded pharmaceutical terms vs. classical Ayurvedic dosage forms

Decoded Term Ayurvedic Form Freq. Description

ugeda Churna (powder) 389 Dried, powdered plant material
ugeea Sneha (fat-soluble) 433 Medicated oil or ghee extract
uteda Kashaya (decoction) 281 Water-based herbal decoction
gula Vati/Gutika (pill) 131 Pill or bolus form
mea Madhu (honey vehicle) 249 Honey as carrier/preservative
ea Ghrita (ghee vehicle) 258 Clari�ed butter as carrier

This correspondence was not designed into the decoder. The H12 mapping is a �xed character
substitution applied uniformly across the corpus�it has no knowledge of Ayurvedic pharmacol-
ogy. That a blind phonetic decoder produces terms corresponding to the standard pharmaceu-
tical classi�cation system of classical Indian medicine is powerful evidence that the source text
is itself a pharmaceutical manual.

The Panchavidha Kashaya Kalpana is the organising framework of Ayurvedic pharmacy.
Any Sinhala physician's manual (veda pota) would necessarily use these dosage form labels
throughout its recipes. Their emergence from the decoder output�at high frequency and in
recipe-appropriate positions�is consistent with the manuscript being exactly such a manual.

Notably, the decoded forms use Elu-vernacular terms (ugeda, uteda, meda) rather than the
Sanskrit borrowings (churna, kashaya, sneha) found in later Sinhala medical texts. This is
independently consistent with the pre-12th-century Elu phonology identi�ed in Section 8.

7.9 Parallel Text Validation: Bodleian Library Recipes

We compare the decoded Voynich text against eight complete recipes transliterated from palm-
leaf manuscripts held at the Bodleian Library, Oxford (MS Sinh.a.2(R), MS Sinh.d.3(R), MS Sinh.d.5(R)),
published in Liyanaratne [1992]. These are authentic medieval Sinhala pharmaceutical recipes
from the same tradition.

The standard Sinhala medical recipe follows a rigid six-element template. All six structural
elements are present in the decoded Voynich recipe section:

Table 6: Structural markers: Bodleian recipes vs. decoded Voynich text

Structural Element Bodleian MSS Decoded Voynich

1. Dative disease marker unata (for fever) -ta/-ata su�xes present
2. Core processing verb gena (having taken) gena (347×), ugena (386×)
3. Root/tuber ingredients mul, ala mula (128×), ala present
4. Fat/honey vehicles gitel, mee ea (ghee, 258×), mea (honey, 249×)
5. Participle chains -la su�x ugala (having-ground, 271×)
6. Plant names aralu, ela, inguru aralu, ela, uga, ata, mara

Oil preparation talatel (sesame oil) utea (oil-prep), thala (sesame)
Fat base gitel (ghee) meda (fat, 396×)

The complete structural match�all six template elements present in both the authentic
manuscripts and the decoded Voynich text�is the primary �nding. A random decoder would
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not produce text that follows the same rigid recipe template as real Sinhala pharmaceutical
manuscripts.

At the individual word level, 11 words are shared between the 176-word Bodleian recipe
vocabulary and the decoded Voynich vocabulary, including the core pharmaceutical verb gena
(�having taken�), the ingredient terms mula (root) and ala (tuber), the botanical name ela
(cardamom), and the medical term una (fever). The absolute overlap (6.3%) is low because
the Bodleian recipes use post-12th-century Sanskrit-derived terms (kasaya, curnna, kalanda)
where the Voynich text uses earlier Elu equivalents (uteda, ugeda, meda). This divergence
is itself evidence for the chronolect dating: the decoded text consistently uses Elu-vernacular
pharmaceutical vocabulary rather than the later Sanskrit borrowings, exactly as predicted by
the pre-12th-century phonological pro�le identi�ed in Section 8.

7.10 Cross-Tradition External Attestation

Independent external sources con�rm decoded vocabulary without reliance on the H12 decoder's
internal dictionary.

Bhesajjamanjusa (13th c. Pali medical text, Atthadassa Thera): 10 of 13 decoded state-
marker terms are found in this independent 13th-century pharmaceutical source. Key collo-
cations include �seda meda visosano� (sweat + fat + desiccation), �kapha meda gala amaye�
(phlegm + fat + throat + disease), and �thula mulani� (coarse roots). The text's chapter
organization by drug vehicle (Toyavagga = water, Madhuvagga = honey, Telavagga = oils)
mirrors the decoded Voynich's organization by state-markers. Critically, the Bhesajjamanjusa
switches between Pali and Sinhala throughout its commentary sections�with Sinhala plant
names glossing Pali terms (e.g., dve meda: �mahamevan, sulumevan�; balattayam: �kotikan-
bewila, mahabewila�)�establishing that Pali medical texts in this tradition routinely incorpo-
rated Sinhala vernacular vocabulary.

Keda/kleda breakthrough: The Myanmar Pali Abhidhana dictionary explicitly doc-
uments l-deletion (lalopo): kleda → keda. This is not a reconstruction but a documented
Pali grammatical rule (Dh	anapada-t.	�k	a, verse 447). All �ve state-markers are now pharma-
ceutical: teda (heat/�re < tejas), seda (sweat < sveda), meda (fat/marrow < medas), geda
(drug/medicine < gadaya), keda (moisture < kleda). Three of these �ve�kleda, sveda, and
meda�form a documented Ayurvedic physiological system: sveda (sweat) is the waste product
(mala) of meda dh	atu (fat tissue) metabolism, and sweat channels (svedavaha srotas) originate
from meda dh	atu. Their co-occurrence in the decoded text is not coincidental but re�ects the
underlying medical theory.

Dictionary attestation: Carter's Sinhalese-English Dictionary (1924) independently con-
�rms key decoded terms: meda = �marrow, fat; a drug, one of the 8 principal medicaments�
(as.t.avarga); sedaya = �warmth, heat, perspiration� (< Skt sveda); gala = �stone, rock� + �(Sans)
throat�; garanav	a = �to sift, riddle, screen sand; cleanse grain�; ugura = �throat, gorge�; led. a =
�illness, disease.� Clough's Sinhala Dictionary (1892) provides complementary entries, including
Me'dd = �drug, root resembling ginger; one of 8 principal medicaments; cooling, emollient.�
These are standard Sinhala reference works with no connection to the Voynich Manuscript.

Gala etymological signi�cance: The Sanskrit root GAL = �to drop, to distil� (causative
galaya: �to percolate,� Dashakamacharita 156.2; �to sift,� Sushruta 1.165.18). The decoded
Voynich's high-frequency gala (throat + �ltering) thus shares a single etymological root�not
mere homophony but a semantic connection re�ecting the pharmaceutical operation of straining
through a throat-like aperture.

Chandrasena con�rmations: Chemistry and Pharmacology of Ceylon Medicinal Plants
independently con�rms six decoded terms: aralu (Terminalia chebula), bulu (T. bellirica), mara
(Albina odoratissima), tamala (cross-referenced), gara (in poison compounds), and mula (Pancha
Mula �ve-root preparation).
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Yogamuktavali-samgraha (Bodleian MS Sansk.c.123(R)): This Sanskrit pharmaceutical
text contains 15 chapters organized by dosage form:

Ch. Sanskrit Type Voynich Parallel Tokens

1�2 peya Gruels � �
3 modaka Confections � �
4 leha Electuaries ea? �
5 c	urn. a Powders ugeda 389
6 kalka Pastes � �
7 gut.ik	a Pills gula 131
8 taila Oils meda 396
9 ghr.ta Ghee ea 258
10 nasya Nasal � �
11 añjana Eye � �
12 kv	atha Decoctions uteda 281
13 sveda Sudation seda attested
14 dh	upa Fumigations � �
15 pralepa Plasters � �

Seven of 15 chapter categories have direct decoded Voynich parallels. Additional Bodleian
manuscripts reinforce this tradition: MS Sansk.c.125(R) (Vaidyalankara-samgraha, drug col-
lection rules and oil preparation proportions), MS Sinh.d.5(R) (Tailavidhiya, 50+ named oil
preparations), and MS Sinh.d.3(R) (49+ diseases with pharmaceutical recipes, organized head-
to-foot). Related collections exist at the British Library, Paris BNF, NLM (US), Northwestern,
McGill, and the Wellcome Library (469 palm-leaf MSS).

British Museum manuscript tradition: The Wickremasinghe catalog (1900) documents
the behet-vattoru-pot (physician's formulary) tradition: �Every village vedarala or physician car-
ries with him one or more similar collections of prescriptions, commonly known as Behet-vattoru-
pot.� Remedies are derived from �Susruta, Manjusa [= Bhesajjamanjusa], Yogaratnakara.� The
BM holds 10+ medical manuscripts including the Yogaratnakaraya (Or. 4142, 457 palm leaves,
49 chapters, 14th c.) with chapters on Sveda-vidhi (diaphoretics) and Visha-vidhi (poisons)�
the same pharmaceutical categories found in the decoded Voynich text. Specialist formularies
include the Guli Kalka Kaviliya (�preparing guli [pills] and kalka [pastes]��directly matching
decoded gula), the Taila Vidhiya (medicinal oils, 88 ±lokas), and the Vatika Prakaranaya (1879,
5,293 verses on pills and pastes). Drug dictionaries cataloged in the same collection include
the Nava J	atiya Niganduwa (BM Or. 6612.75, ∼600 years old, glossary of �obsolete Sinhalese�
pharmaceutical terms with Sanskrit equivalents�the highest-priority lead for independent con-
�rmation of the decoded state-marker vocabulary), the Sara Niganduwa (dated 1265 AD, com-
piled by a monk at Dambulla), the Vanavasa Nighanduwa (the only dictionary including Pali
alongside Sanskrit/Tamil→Sinhala), and the Birimal Nighanduwa (drug dictionary in Sinhala
verse, dated 1748). The Sarartha Sangrahaya (4th c. CE, attributed to King Buddhadasa) is
the earliest known Sri Lankan medical text.

Kerala Ayurveda parallel: The Sahasrayogam, the standard Kerala pharmaceutical com-
pendium, organizes its chapters by dosage form (K	as.	aya/Ghr.ta/Taila/C	urn. a)�the same organi-
zational principle found in the decoded Voynich state-markers. Kerala also maintains 28 special-
ist Visha Vaidya centres for gara (compound poison) treatment, independently con�rming gara
as a recognized pharmaceutical category. The Charaka Samhita (Chikits	a Sth	ana 23, verse 14)
documents gara visha as the third poison category alongside plant and animal poisons: �Gara
visha is prepared arti�cially by combination of various substances. It produces various diseases.�

Tamil negative: Every veri�able decoded term matches Sinhala/Pali, not Tamil (Tamil
uses vadi not gala, tontai not ugara). This negative result strengthens the Sinhala identi�cation
by ruling out the closest Dravidian alternative.
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8 The Elu Phonology Layer

8.1 Consonant Inventory as Dating Evidence

The H12 decoder produces a 14-phoneme consonant inventory: /k, g, t, d, n, p, s, l, r, m, th,
kh, ph, c/. This inventory is missing /b/, /v/, /f/, /z/, /j/, /h/, and /w/.

Rather than a decoder limitation, this is a chronolect dating feature. Pre-12th-century
Elu Sinhala had exactly this inventory. The �missing� phonemes emerged later through Sanskrit
and Pali borrowings:

� /b/: Entered Sinhala through Pali/Sanskrit loanwords (post-12th century)
� /v/: Distinguished from /b/ only after Sanskrit literary in�uence
� /f/: Foreign phoneme, entered through Portuguese contact (16th century)

The phoneme inventory dates the spoken language recorded in the manuscript to the pre-
12th-century Elu stratum�consistent with the 1404�1438 CE vellum date if the text preserves
a conservative medical register.

8.2 Prenasalized Stop Simpli�cation

Elu Sinhala exhibits systematic prenasalized stop simpli�cation: /mb/ → /m/, /nd/ → /n/,
/ng/ → /n/. This explains why the decoder produces:

� tamula instead of written tambula (betel)
� bulu instead of written bun. d. u (Terminalia bellirica)
� ama instead of written amba (mango)

These are not decoder errors�they are how these words were pronounced in 15th-century
spoken Elu.

8.3 Corpus Comparison: Decoded Text vs Real Sinhala

A 55-million-character Sinhala corpus (Tipitaka) enables quantitative comparison between the
decoded Voynich text and authentic Sinhala.

Kot.a problem resolved: Classical Sinhala uses kot.a (57,296× in the Tipitaka) as its
dominant past participle. H12 cannot produce kot.a�no /o/ vowel, no retro�ex /t./. Instead the
decoded text uses the -la su�x (6,199 tokens), the modern Sinhala conjunctive participle. This
is a limitation of the 4-vowel encoding, not evidence against the hypothesis.

Vowel collapse: H12's 4 vowels (a, e, i, u) vs. Sinhala's 12+. The overall compression ratio
is only 1.14:1; 89.3% of collapsed forms produce no collision. Only 1.2% of vocabulary is a�ected
by o→u ambiguity.

Vocabulary concentration: Type-token ratio (TTR) = 0.160�normal for recipe sublan-
guage (Tipitaka = 0.118, Jayaweera = 0.094). Published research con�rms medieval recipe texts
are �sublanguages� with lexical closure.

u-pre�x anomaly�the largest open problem: 40.6% of decoded tokens start with u-
vs. ∼2�3% in real Sinhala pharmaceutical text (Bodleian MS Sinh.a.2(R): 3.8% u-initial; Bhe-
sajjamanjusa: ∼1.8%). This ∼14× overrepresentation is the single largest structural mismatch
between the decoded output and any known Sinhala register. Seven analyses characterize the
anomaly but do not resolve it:

1. Phrase-boundary function of q. Bigram analysis (30,819 consecutive pairs) reveals dis-
tributional structure in EVA word-initial o and qo. After state markers and nouns, the next
u-initial word uses qo-spelling 89.7% of the time. After verbs, bare o dominates 4.0:1 (1,787
vs 449). Word-speci�c ratios con�rm the pattern: after meda (fat), qo wins 2.9:1; after gena
(taking), bare o wins 2.4:1. This pattern is consistent with q marking phrase boundaries in the
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writing system, though whether this re�ects grammatical structure or orthographic convention
remains unresolved.

2. Consonant selectivity. After decoded u-, the onset consonant distribution is highly non-
uniform: g/t/l/r account for 88.3% of u-initial tokens (12,271) while all other onsets (m/n/s/p/k/c/d
+ aspirates) account for 11.7% (1,627)�a 7.5:1 ratio. This distribution perfectly tracks which
EVA characters can follow o in the writing system (k=29.3%, t=28.9%, l=19.2%, r=7.1% after
o; sh=0.4%, ch=0.9% after o). No known grammatical pre�x in any language exhibits this
degree of consonant selectivity; de�nite articles, demonstratives, and completive markers attach
regardless of the following consonant. The semantic pro�les of the two groups also di�er: the
HIGH group (g/t/l/r) contains 26.3% state markers and 17.7% action verbs, while the LOW
group contains 0% state markers and 71.5% unclassi�ed compounds. This strongly suggests the
distribution is driven by orthographic constraints rather than grammatical function.

3. Dictionary hit rate test. Stripping initial o/qo from EVA words before decoding improves
Sinhala dictionary match rates from 31.5% to 51.9% (13,116 tokens tested against a 1.47M-entry
romanized Sinhala dictionary). The stripped rate (51.9%) nearly matches the 57.2% baseline for
non-o/qo words. At the type level the e�ect is even larger: 11�15% → 34�40%. For qo-initial
words speci�cally, zero tokens hit the dictionary only as u-forms; every match also matches when
stripped.

4. Domain clustering survives o-stripping. The paper's headline statistic�domain clustering
in Sinhala pharmaceutical terminology�was re-run with o-stripped decoding. The clustering
ratio is virtually unchanged (0.1443 standard vs 0.1471 stripped), and the Z-score relative to
random cipher controls actually increases from 11.13 to 21.08 (10 random trials each). Dictionary
hit rate rises from 25.3% to 33.8% of types, and 101 additional medical vocabulary types are
recovered. The pharmaceutical signal is independent of whether these words begin with u-.
Stripped forms (geda, teda, keda) are well-attested Pali/Sanskrit pharmaceutical terms. However,
a raw Monte Carlo dictionary comparison (2,000 random permutations) yields mixed results:
token-level Z-scores decrease with stripping (2.41→ 1.69) because random mappings also bene�t
from shorter words, while type-level Z-scores increase modestly (2.27 → 2.47). The u-forms
contribute some genuine token-level signal even as they suppress dictionary matches.

5. Alternative surface hypotheses ruled out. (a) Bare initial o ̸= /a/: EVA al→ ala (250×) vs
EVA ol → ula (518×) with zero shared decoded forms. (b) Initial o is not freely deletable: short
words (ol→l, or→r) become isolated consonants, and the post-deletion consonant distribution
does not match Sinhala. (c) No u- demonstrative or de�nite article exists in Sinhala grammar
(the four-way system is m	e/oya/ara/	e).

6. Zodiac section anomaly. The zodiac section exhibits a distinctive o-pattern: 38.3% of
words begin with bare o (vs 22.9% in recipe), but only 2.4% begin with qo (vs 15.7% in recipe)�
a qo/o ratio of 0.064 vs 0.686. The zodiac's dictionary hit rate for u-initial words is the lowest
of any section (21.7% vs 53.1% in herbal). The distinctive ot- pre�x pattern (16.1% of zodiac
words vs 6.6% in recipe) and the near-absence of qo- suggest either a di�erent scribe or a
di�erent subject register in the zodiac section.

7. Honest assessment. The phrase-boundary pattern is real structure in the manuscript, and
the pharmaceutical domain clustering is robust to o-stripping (analysis 4). But the consonant
selectivity (7.5:1) and the dictionary test (+20.4%) together suggest that EVA word-initial o
may encode something other than the phoneme /u/�possibly an orthographic convention of the
writing system that the decoder misreads as a vowel. The domain clustering result means that
if the decoder is revised to strip initial o, the core pharmaceutical identi�cation survives; the
vocabulary changes but the medical signal does not. This is the primary unresolved problem for
H12 and should be the focus of future work.

Grammar con�rmation: Participial chaining (gena gala = take then strain) matches
real Sinhala kot.a gena (558× in the Tipitaka). Object-verb order con�rmed. The -la su�x is
productive in both the decoded text and modern Sinhala.
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Real Sinhala recipe comparison: A pharmaceutical recipe from Bodleian MS Sinh.a.2(R)
demonstrates identical structure: �kottamalli dekalandayi, valmi dekalandayi, handun kalandayi,
papiliya kalandayi, miris kalandayi. . . kalanduru ala tun kalandayi, komarika ala dekalandayi,
vatura ata ekata kakara hat velak denu� (ingredient + measure, ingredient + measure, water +
amount, boil, give). The measurement unit kalandayi repeats 8×; ala (tuber) appears twice;
vatura (water) introduces the liquid. This is structurally identical to decoded Voynich recipes:
ula gena (water take), ugeda (drug) repeated, gala (strain), tha (place).

Semantic coverage transparency: Of the 94.4% glossable tokens, granular analysis re-
veals: 30.4% have con�rmed locked meanings, 29.4% are plausible but unveri�ed, 24.5% have one
component known (compound splits), 7.6% are proposed glosses, and 2.3% match the dictionary
without assigned meaning. 5.0% remain completely opaque and 0.7% are noise/artifacts. The
�94.4% glossable� �gure thus includes all tokens with any English gloss; the strict �con�rmed�
rate is 30.4%.

9 Independent Corroboration

9.1 Greshko Naibbe Cipher Frequency Con�rmation

Greshko [2025] independently engineered Voynich character frequencies from a completely di�er-
ent analytical framework (a card-weighted homophonic cipher mapping Latin/Italian). Despite
having no shared methodology, assumptions, or communication with our work, the two systems
produce character frequency rankings with Spearman correlation ρ = 0.929.

Both systems agree that: EVA o is the dominant character (vowel), EVA h/q are structurally
silent, EVA ch is the dominant digraph, and vowel characters dominate the overall distribution.
This convergence from independent methods is extraordinary and con�rms that the character-
to-sound relationships are capturing real properties of the manuscript's writing system.

9.2 Text�Image Convergence: Plant Illustration Cross-Validation

The herbal section (folios 1�57) contains 112 folios with botanical illustrations. We compare
decoded plant vocabulary against the illustrations themselves and against independent visual
identi�cations by Petersen [2017].

Headline Finding: Datura on Folio f16v

The strongest text�image convergence is on folio f16v. The H12 decoder produces the label
ata (Sinhala: Datura stramonium, thorn-apple) as the �rst decoded word. The illustration
on f16v shows a blue spiky �ower head with four red spiny star-shaped structures emerging
from a shared root system. These spiny star structures are unmistakable Datura stramonium
seed capsules (jimsonweed burrs)�no other common plant produces this distinctive morphology.
The convergence of a decoded Datura label with an illustration showing Datura seed capsules
constitutes the single strongest text�image match in the manuscript.

Independent Solanaceae Convergence on Folio f1v

Petersen [2017] independently identi�ed the plant on folio f1v as �Solanum Solatrium, Belladonna��
a member of the Solanaceae family�based purely on morphological analysis of the illustration,
without access to any textual decoding. The H12 decoder independently produces mara (Sin-
hala: Solanum spp., nightshade) from the text of the same folio. Two completely independent
methods�one reading the text, the other analysing the illustration�both identify the same
plant family. Neither has access to the other's results.
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First-Word Convention

Sixteen herbal folios have a plant name as their �rst decoded word, consistent with the Ayurvedic
naming convention of labelling folios by their primary plant subject. This convention provides
a systematic mechanism for text�image comparison on speci�c folios.

Honest Negatives

Three folios show poor text�illustration matches, which we report for transparency:

� f14r: decoded pudina (mint)�but illustration shows sword-like leaves inconsistent with
mint morphology. (Note: pudina is a Sanskrit/Hindi loan, not native Elu, which weakens
this identi�cation.)

� f15r: decoded tamara (date palm)�but illustration shows lobed leaves with capsule struc-
tures, not palm fronds.

� f39r: decoded olea (olive)�but illustration shows clustered lanceolate leaves inconsistent
with olive.

We claim text�image convergence on speci�c folios where both evidence lines agree (f16v
Datura, f1v Solanaceae, f11r tamala, f28v kamala). We do not claim that all herbal illustrations
have been identi�ed�most remain unidenti�ed and require specialist botanical collaboration.

Additional cross-modal evidence:

� upula (Nymphaea nouchali, blue water lily): 7 occurrences. Nymphaea nouchali is the
national �ower of Sri Lanka and central to Sinhalese medicine and Buddhist ritual for
millennia.

� thala (Sesamum indicum, sesame): 9 occurrences. Sesame oil (talatel) is the primary base
oil in Sinhala pharmaceutical preparations.

� aralu (Terminalia chebula, myrobalan): Present alongside bulu (T. bellirica), con�rming
2/3 of the Triphala triad.

� ela (Elettaria cardamomum, cardamom): A staple of Sri Lankan Ayurvedic formulations.

9.3 Comparison to Accepted Decipherments

Table 7: Comparison with major historical decipherments

Script Decipherer Year Coverage Bilingual?

Egyptian hieroglyphs Champollion 1822 Partial Yes (Rosetta Stone)
Linear B Ventris 1952 ∼65% No†

Maya glyphs Knorozov 1952 Partial Partial
Voynich (this work) Basra 2026 94.4%‡ No

†Ventris's corpus was substantially smaller (∼30,000 sign groups vs. 35,916 tokens here); the comparison is not

directly commensurable.
‡94.4% counts all tokens with any English gloss. The strict con�rmed rate is 30.4% (LOCKED + independently

con�rmed); a generous estimate including plausible glosses is ∼54%. The gap is dominated by compound splits

(40.2% of tokens), of which 25.8% have one component unidenti�ed.

This decipherment achieves 94.4% glossed coverage from a monolingual corpus with no bilin-
gual key. We note that coverage comparability across decipherments depends on de�nition: the
strict con�rmed rate of 30.4% more conservatively characterizes independent veri�ability.
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10 Decoder Error Analysis

We explicitly characterize known systematic biases and gaps in the H12 decoder:

� Vowel over-production: The abugida inherent /a/ and explicit /u/ (EVA o) produce
slight over-counts of these vowels. The dominant edit-distance-1 correction is deletion of
/u/ (625 tokens) and deletion of /e/ (605 tokens).

� ch-onset ambiguity: EVA ch before a vowel can decode as /n/ or as silent (devoicing
marker). This a�ects 15.8% of the corpus (5,692 tokens), each with two possible readings.
Context usually disambiguates, but the dual interpretation is a genuine decoder limitation.

� Deletion rate: 16.2% of EVA input characters are deleted during decoding, primarily
from silent ch (10.2% of input), silent h (gallows glyphs), and silent q (word-initial). This
is higher than expected for a simple phonetic transcription.

� Medial d in compounds: The onset/medial distinction for EVA d (→ /g/ onset, /d/
medial) does not reset at morpheme boundaries within compounds, occasionally producing
incorrect medial readings.

� Long vowel overapplication: 255 tokens receive long vowel markers (	e, 	�) where the
short vowel would be correct.

� Magnitude: The combined edit-distance-1 correction rate is approximately 7% of tokens.
� Impact: These biases produce near-miss dictionary matches (Tier 3) rather than failures.
The words are recognizable but slightly �mispronounced� by the decoder.

� Consistency: These biases are expected from an abugida encoding spoken language with
pronunciation variation.

� Tier 2 vocabulary: 449 unique forms (1,804 tokens) match the Sinhala dictionary but
lack con�rmed English glosses. Of these, 14 high-con�dence glosses have been proposed
based on dictionary lookup and context: mu (face/mouth), ega (one), ata (hand), epa (do
not), m	e (this), kamu (action), garam. (poison), lagam. (near), uru (wide/great), ca (and),
atu (branch), sea (like), upam. (simile/near). These 14 terms account for 328 additional
tokens (+0.9% gloss rate) and await independent veri�cation.

11 Historical Context

11.1 Transmission: Niccolò de' Conti

The identi�cation of the manuscript language as Elu-Sinhala raises the question of transmis-
sion. Niccolò de' Conti (c. 1395�1469), an Italian merchant, spent decades in Asia including
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) between approximately 1414 and 1439�dates that overlap precisely with
the manuscript's carbon dating (1404�1438). De' Conti learned local languages and was forced
to provide a detailed account of his travels to Pope Eugenius IV upon his return.

We present this as plausible context, not proven provenance. The decipherment stands on
linguistic and statistical evidence regardless of the manuscript's physical history.

11.2 The Vedageta Tradition: Secret Medical Knowledge

Sri Lankan indigenous medicine has a documented tradition of restricted knowledge transmis-
sion called vedageta (�medicinal puzzles�), in which pharmaceutical knowledge is deliberately
obscured to limit transmission to authorized practitioners [Ratnayake, 2019]. Medical recipes
were encoded, fragmented, or written in specialized notation to prevent unauthorized use. A
pharmaceutical text written in a bespoke script unreadable to outsiders is entirely consistent
with this tradition of controlled knowledge transfer.

This practice has deep roots. Buddhist monasteries in Sri Lanka functioned as medical
centres from the 4th century BCE onward [UNESCO, 2003]. Monks studied medicine as part
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of monastic training, and monastic hospitals (veda hala) served both monks and laypeople.
Medical manuscripts inscribed on ola (palm) leaves were closely guarded within practitioner
lineages�privately held, rarely copied, and not publicly shared [Perera, 2021].

11.3 Palm Leaf Manuscript Tradition

The physical form of Sinhala writing is inseparable from its medium. Ola leaf manuscripts
(puskola pota) were the primary writing technology in Sri Lanka for over two millennia [So-
madasa, 1959]. Texts inscribed on dried palm leaves covered Buddhist scripture, commentaries,
astrology, medicine, law codes, and poetry. Medical manuscripts in particular were family heir-
looms: �local practitioners have their own collection of manuscripts coming from their own
ancestors. They keep these manuscripts at home. . . and sometimes they add some knowledge to
them� [Perera, 2021].

The loop-dominated, curvilinear design of Sinhala script evolved as a direct adaptation to
this medium�straight lines would split the palm leaf along its veins [Daniels and Bright, 1996].
The Voynich script exhibits the same characteristic: loops, curves, and rounded forms with
minimal straight strokes. The person who created this writing system was familiar with how
Brahmic scripts look and how palm-leaf-adapted scripts behave.

11.4 A Manuscript That Disappeared

A privately held medical palm leaf manuscript, written in a restricted notation by a practitioner
lineage, would be invisible to outsiders. If such a manuscript entered European hands�through
trade, theft, diplomatic exchange, or the confessions of a returned traveller like de' Conti�it
would be unidenti�able. No European scholar would recognize Elu-Sinhala medical vocabulary
written in a bespoke abugida. It would look exactly like what the Voynich Manuscript looked
like for 112 years: an elegant enigma.

12 Limitations and Future Work

We are explicit about what this paper establishes and what it does not.
What this paper establishes: A computational case. The H12 mapping produces statis-

tically signi�cant dictionary matches, domain-coherent vocabulary, grammatically correct mor-
phology, and medieval chronolect indicators�all reproducible from published code and data.

What this paper does not establish: A linguistic case validated by a Sinhala scholar. The
author does not read Sinhala or Elu. While the statistics are compelling, the �nal con�rmation
requires a specialist in Elu literary tradition to read the decoded text and assess whether it
constitutes natural medieval Sinhala pharmaceutical prose.

Speci�c limitations:

� 0.3% of tokens (∼108) remain unresolved�complex compounds and dictation artifacts
� Historical provenance is circumstantial�the de' Conti connection is plausible but unproven
� Some glosses are compound-inferred, not independently dictionary-veri�ed
� No Sinhala historical linguist has yet independently validated the decoded text
� The author does not speak Sinhala; all glosses derive from dictionary lookup, not native
competence

� Zodiac and astronomical sections are less well-understood than pharmaceutical sections
(24.8% gloss rate)

� Folio f116v contains text in multiple scripts (Voynichese on line 3, German on line 2); the
decoded Voynichese (urura m	ea) does not match Panofsky's German reading (�take goats
milk�), and the two lines may not be translations of each other. This cross-script validation
produced no convergence�an honest negative
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� Full botanical identi�cation of all 112 herbal folios requires specialist collaboration
� The n-gram validation, while now resolved (#1 spoken-weighted), has not been tested
against a spoken Sinhala corpus (none exists for medieval Elu)

� The role of AI in the methodology, while disclosed, means that some implementation
choices were made by language models rather than domain experts

The single most promising lead for independent con�rmation is the Nava J	atiya Niganduwa
(BM Or. 6612.75), a ∼600-year-old glossary of �obsolete Sinhalese� pharmaceutical terms with
Sanskrit equivalents. If this manuscript contains the decoded state-marker terms (keda, geda,
teda, seda, meda), it would constitute de�nitive external evidence for the decoded vocabulary.
Physical access to this manuscript at the British Library is a priority.

We actively seek collaboration with Sinhala historical linguists, Ayurvedic pharmaceutical
scholars, and paleographers specializing in Brahmic scripts. The repository is designed to make
independent veri�cation possible within hours, not months.

13 Methodology and Reproducibility

13.1 Origin of the Hypothesis

The author does not speak Sinhala. We state this directly because it is relevant to evaluating
the work.

The hypothesis originated from lived experience, not computational search. During visits
to Buddhist temples in Sri Lanka, the author observed Sinhala script�its characteristic loops,
curves, and rounded forms�and recognized a visual kinship with Voynich glyph morphology.
This pattern recognition, informed by awareness that Buddhist monks maintain restricted med-
ical manuscripts (vedageta tradition), generated the initial hypothesis: the Voynich Manuscript
might encode a South Asian language in a script adapted from Brahmic design principles.

Not speaking the target language is the norm for decipherment, not the exception. Ventris did
not speak Mycenaean Greek. Champollion learned Coptic but did not speak ancient Egyptian.
In this case, not knowing Sinhala eliminated con�rmation bias during the initial identi�cation:
the computational pipeline converged on Sinhala independently through structural properties
(abugida syllable structure, phoneme inventory, dictionary matching), not through the author
reading decoded text and �seeing� meanings.

13.2 Human�AI Collaboration

The computational pipeline was built through human�AI collaboration. The author speci�ed
hypotheses, designed tests, set acceptance criteria, and interpreted results. AI coding assistants
(Anthropic Claude Opus) generated the implementation code�Python scripts for decoding,
dictionary matching, statistical validation, compound splitting, and corpus analysis. GPU in-
frastructure (NVIDIA A100) executed these scripts at scale against the 35,916-token corpus and
1.47-million-word dictionary.

This work�ow is no di�erent from a physicist using Mathematica to solve equations they
speci�ed, or a biologist using BLAST to run sequence alignments they designed. The tool
executes; the human directs. Every script, every statistical test, and every vocabulary entry is
auditable in the published repository.

The cascade from 56 initial seed translations to 4,591 glossed entries illustrates the divi-
sion of labour: the human identi�ed the �rst 56 high-con�dence word meanings through cross-
referencing decoded forms against Sinhala pharmaceutical texts. The computational pipeline
then mechanically split compounds, matched dictionary entries, and propagated glosses�producing
4,535 additional entries through rules, not judgment. 86% of the �nal dictionary was generated
by algorithms.
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13.3 Rule Freezing and Pre-Registration Equivalent

The 27 H12 character mappings were frozen before statistical validation began. The mapping
table was derived from structural analysis (glyph-to-phoneme pattern matching against the
Sinhala abugida) and locked when the initial 56 seed words produced coherent pharmaceutical
meanings. No mapping was subsequently changed to improve statistical scores.

Speci�cally: (1) the mapping table was established during the hypothesis phase, not the
validation phase; (2) all six statistical tests (Section 4) were designed and run after the map-
ping was frozen; (3) the decoder script has a single, deterministic code path with no tunable
parameters�given an EVA input, it produces exactly one output; (4) the published decoder
(h12_decoder.py) can be di�ed against the development version to verify no post-hoc changes.

We acknowledge that no formal pre-registration was �led. The development history is pre-
served in the repository's git log, which provides a timestamped record of when mappings were
committed. We invite reviewers to inspect this history.

13.4 Computational Peer Review

Independent veri�cation was performed by a separate AI instance (Claude Opus 4.6) with no
access to the development history. This instance conducted a blind review of all vocabulary en-
tries, rating each for phonological plausibility, semantic coherence, and consistency with Sinhala
lexicography. 59.8% of entries were rated CONFIRMED or PLAUSIBLE with Sinhala script ci-
tations. Three high-frequency terms were �agged as uncertain and subsequently resolved through
Elu lexicon research.

This is computational peer review�imperfect, but reproducible and transparent. The full
review transcript is available in the repository.

13.5 Limitations of the Methodology

No Sinhala historical linguist has yet reviewed the decoded text. We acknowledge this gap
explicitly. Elu is not widely spoken or studied�the pool of quali�ed reviewers for a pre-12th-
century Sinhala medical register is extremely small. Traditional academic collaboration timelines
(months to years) con�ict with the immediate reproducibility of the computational result. We
actively invite Sinhala scholars, particularly those trained in the Elu literary tradition and
Ayurvedic pharmaceutical texts, to evaluate the decoded output. The GitHub repository exists
precisely to enable this veri�cation.

13.6 Reproducibility

The complete decoder is algorithmic: input an EVA transcription and receive decoded Sinhala.
All materials for reproduction are published:

� H12 decoder script (Python, 917 lines, fully commented)
� Decoded vocabulary with 4,591 English glosses (TSV)
� Statistical validation scripts (coverage, vowel-�nal constraint, domain clustering)
� EVA corpus (Stol� IVTFF format, Takahashi transcription)

The repository is available at: https://github.com/kamb-code/Voynich.
This is not interpretation. It is computation. Any researcher can take the EVA

transcription, run the decoder, and independently verify the dictionary match rates, coverage
statistics, and semantic coherence. The reproducibility of the numerical results does not depend
on subjective linguistic judgment, the author's knowledge of Sinhala, or the AI tools used to
build the pipeline.
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13.7 Hostile Replication Protocol

We provide an explicit protocol for a skeptical researcher to independently falsify or con�rm
these results in under four hours:

1. Clone and run (5 min): Clone the repository. Run python scripts/h12_decoder.py

�input data/voynich_eva_transcription.txt �summary. Verify you obtain 35,916 de-
coded tokens.

2. Validate coverage (10 min): Run python scripts/validate_coverage.py. Con�rm
94.4% Tier 1, 99.7% total known. If your numbers di�er by more than 0.5%, the decoder
or vocabulary has been modi�ed.

3. Alternative mapping test (30 min): Run python scripts/decoder_specificity_test.py.
This tests H12-decoded output against 7 language dictionaries and runs random decoders
(randomized consonant mappings) to con�rm that Sinhala speci�city is not an artifact of
dictionary size or CV syllable structure.

4. Cross-language dictionary test (1 hr): Download comparably-sized dictionaries for
Hindi, Tamil, and Turkish. Run the H12 decoder output against each. Con�rm that only
Sinhala produces domain-coherent pharmaceutical clustering (>10× over random). Script
provided: validate_domain_clustering.py.

5. Grammar falsi�cation (1 hr): Take 100 random decoded sentences. Check for SOV
word order, conjunctive participle -la, and postpositional case markers. If <50% show
these features, the grammar claim fails.

6. Phonotactic structure (15 min): Run python scripts/validate_phonotactics.py.
Con�rm decoded output matches Indo-Aryan CV syllable patterns and 99.7% vowel-�nal
constraint.

7. Expert review (2 hr): Show 50 decoded recipe passages to a Sinhala speaker with
Ayurvedic knowledge. Ask: �Does this read as pharmaceutical instructions?� This is
the one test the author cannot perform and the most important one.

If any of steps 1�6 fail, the computational claim is falsi�ed. If step 7 fails, the linguistic
claim is falsi�ed. We publish this protocol because we expect it to succeed.

13.8 Version History

This paper has evolved through iterative adversarial self-testing. Each version either adds new
evidence, introduces stronger controls, or downgrades claims that failed stricter scrutiny. The
27-rule decoder itself has not changed since v1�all changes are to the surrounding evidence,
vocabulary, and statistical methodology. We publish the full history because transparency about
this process strengthens the scienti�c case.

v1: Core decoder and initial validation. 27-rule H12 decoder, 131-entry meaning dictionary,
domain clustering, random mapping controls, SOV syntax.

v2: Evidence expansion. Dictionary scaled to 4,591 entries. Panchavidha pharmaceutical clas-
si�cation. Parallel text validation (Bodleian manuscripts). Plant identi�cations (11 species).

v3: Adversarial audit. Equalized cross-language test (6 languages, 115 concepts). Failed tests
documented (folio clustering, recipe sequencing). Circularity disclosures added.

v4: Independent replication. Keyword-section clustering (Z = 30.30, replicating Montemurro
& Zanette 2013). Entropy and directionality analysis. External pharmaceutical vocabulary
(Z = 3.4, independently sourced).

v5: Self-correction. Removed circular Naibbe letter-frequency comparison after identifying
shared-method confound.

v6: New discoveries. Long vowel recovery rules. Datura f16v text�illustration convergence.
Expanded plant inventory (15 species). Bathing section decoded as Ayurvedic balneother-
apy.
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v7: Methodological hardening. Dual null model (200 constrained + 200 unconstrained random
decoders). Stability checks under perturbation. Formal multiple-testing correction (3/3
primary survive Bonferroni at α/3 = 0.017). SOV downgraded to conditional corrobora-
tion after failing dual null model as standalone discriminator. Fisher's method combined
p = 4.5×10−10 (conservative). Holdout validation (3/3 tests pass on odd/even folio split).
Deterministic one-command rebuild (run_all.sh) with SHA-256 checksums.

v8: Decoder expansion and structural analysis. Three new rules: word-�nal o→/a/ (Rule 31,
+644 tokens), cf→/ch/ (Rule 32), cs→/s/ (Rule 33). Gloss rate 90.7%→94.4%. Illegal
consonant clusters reduced from 123 to 2. Systematic naming conventions identi�ed (herbal
plant-name headers, recipe preparation-type markers, zodiac yk- sign pre�x). Three zodiac
hypotheses tested and refuted (abbreviation, numeral, non-phonetic). Biological section
reinterpreted as gynecological pharmaceutical formulary. 51 Tier 2 vocabulary glosses
proposed. Honest negative: f116v cross-script validation shows no convergence.

v9: Cross-tradition attestation and corpus linguistics. (See below for v9 content.)
v10: Completeness pass. Added all remaining session �ndings: herbal hapax statistics (67/112),

Yogamuktavali full 15-chapter table, Kerala Ayurveda parallel (Sahasrayogam, 28 Visha
Vaidya centres), gara visha Charaka citation, Nava J	atiya Niganduwa as priority lead (BM
Or. 6612.75, ∼600 yr glossary), additional BM pharmaceutical formularies (Guli Kalka
Kaviliya, Taila Vidhiya, Sara Niganduwa 1265 AD, Sarartha Sangrahaya 4th c.), recipe
paragraph star-type categorization, f76r bathing labels, f79r worked example, word-initial
frequency comparison table, Tier 2 proposed glosses (14 high-con�dence, +328 tokens),
tadala etymology (dala-±	ar	�r	�), recipe coherence Jaccard detail table.

v9 content: Cross-tradition attestation and corpus linguistics. Bhesajjamanjusa (13th c.) matches
10/13 decoded terms. Keda/kleda l-deletion documented in Pali grammar. Yogamuk-
tavali structural parallel (7/15 chapters). 55M-character Sinhala corpus comparison: kot.a
problem resolved, vowel collapse quanti�ed (1.14:1), vocabulary concentration normal
(TTR=0.160). Recipe internal structure discovered: p/f-initial headers mark recipe bound-
aries (χ2=820.83, p = 1.60× 10−180), within-recipe coherence 1.67× higher (p < 0.0001).
u-pre�x anomaly identi�ed (40.6% vs 1.3% in real Sinhala). Tadala corrected (Colocasia,
not Borassus). Plant attestation: 12/16 con�rmed in Jayaweera's medicinal plants.

v11: u-pre�x phrase-boundary analysis. Phrase-boundary function of q discovered: after nouns/state-
markers, qo wins 89.7%; after verbs, bare o dominates 4.0:1. al/ol distinction (250 vs 518
tokens) eliminates o=/a/; deletion test produces degenerate consonant frequencies.

v13: Domain clustering robustness and coverage transparency. Domain clustering survives o-
stripping (Z increases 11.1→21.1; clustering ratio 0.1443→0.1471). Zodiac section anomaly
documented (qo/o ratio 0.064 vs 0.686 in recipe; 38.3% bare-o start; lowest dict hit rate
21.7%). Coverage �gures clari�ed: 30.4% strict con�rmed, ∼54% generous, 94.4% any-
gloss; comparison table footnoted. 30.4% vs 94.4% gap analyzed: compound splits account
for 40.2% of tokens. Medial o→u con�rmed valid (problem strictly word-initial). Z=52.7
vs Z=2.3 reconciled (di�erent tests measuring di�erent things). Abstract and conclusion
updated with domain clustering robustness �nding.

v12: u-pre�x consonant selectivity and Z-score tests. Consonant selectivity discovered: g/t/l/r
account for 88.3% of u-initial tokens (7.5:1 ratio), tracking EVA orthographic constraints
not grammar. Dictionary hit rate test: stripping initial o improves dict matches from 31.5%
to 51.9% (nearly matching the 57.2% non-o baseline). Monte Carlo head-to-head: token
Z-scores drop with stripping (2.41→1.69), type Z-scores rise (2.27→2.47)�genuinely am-
biguous. Pharmaceutical baseline established: Bodleian MS Sinh.a.2(R) = 3.8% u-initial,
Bhesajjamanjusa = ∼1.8%. No u-demonstrative or u-de�nite article exists in Sinhala.
Section rewritten as �largest open problem� with six numbered analyses and honest as-
sessment that EVA initial o may encode an orthographic convention rather than phoneme
/u/.
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14 Conclusion

The evidence presented here supports a candidate identi�cation of the Voynich Manuscript as a
15th-century phonetic transcription of spoken Elu-Sinhala pharmaceutical recipes, written in a
bespoke abugida. The decoder maps 27 EVA characters to 14 Sinhala phonemes via systematic
positional rules, producing text that is 94.4% glossable (30.4% with fully con�rmed meanings)
against a 4,591-entry cited dictionary. The decoded text records vocabulary, grammar, and
recipe structure consistent with the classical Sinhala pharmaceutical tradition.

The identi�cation rests on statistically signi�cant domain clustering (Z = 52.7), pharmaceu-
tical collocations (Z = 5.32), grammar matches (12/19 Sinhala features), medieval chronolect
indicators, cross-tradition attestation (Bhesajjamanjusa, Yogamuktavali), and text�image con-
vergence (Datura on f16v, Solanaceae on f1v). However, one major anomaly remains unresolved:
37% of decoded tokens begin with u-, compared to ∼2�3% in real Sinhala pharmaceutical text.
Consonant-selectivity analysis (7.5:1 ratio) suggests this may re�ect an orthographic convention
of the writing system that the decoder misreads as a vowel, rather than a genuine phoneme.
Critically, domain clustering in pharmaceutical terminology survives o-stripping (Z-score in-
creases from 11.1 to 21.1 against random cipher controls), meaning the core pharmaceutical
identi�cation is robust regardless of how initial o is resolved. If the decoder is revised to strip
initial o, the vocabulary changes (∼13,000 tokens) but the medical signal does not. This is the
primary open question.

The manuscript resisted decipherment for 112 years because analysts searched for written
language encoded in cipher. The methodology�treat as abugida, decode to phonemes, match
against spoken forms, validate statistically�may serve as a template for other undeciphered
scripts, but the u-pre�x anomaly demonstrates that even statistically signi�cant results require
scrutiny at the character level.

The identi�cation rests on three non-circular primary tests that independently reach signi�-
cance under both word-shu�e and dual null model comparisons, surviving Bonferroni correction
at α/3 = 0.017: keyword-section clustering (Z = 30.30, dual-null Z = 3.40), external pharma-
ceutical vocabulary (Z = 3.4, dual-null Z = 2.31), and pharmaceutical collocations (Z = 5.32,
N=200 constrained decoders). Word-order statistics alone do not discriminate H12 from con-
strained random decoders (post-after-noun Z = 0.85). We therefore treat SOV syntax as a
conditional corroboration test: given independently established lexical-semantic signal, decoded
word order is signi�cantly non-random under within-text shu�ing (Z = 8.10). SOV is meaning-
ful because the words being ordered are genuine pharmaceutical vocabulary�established by the
three primary tests�not because the positional pattern alone is discriminating. These primary
tests are further supported by cross-language discrimination (13× raw advantage), directional-
ity �ip (RTL → LTR), domain clustering, grammar, chronolect dating, recipe structure, plant
identi�cation, and text�image cross-modal convergence (Section 9). The Panchavidha classi�ca-
tion (Z = 7.2, Section 7.8) is explicitly circular and excluded from primary evidence. Stability
checks con�rm that external pharma and keyword clustering are ROBUST under all perturba-
tions, while SOV NbV is FRAGILE under vocabulary pruning. Fisher's method on the three
primary p-values gives a combined p = 4.5×10−10 even when conservatively excluding the dom-
inant clustering test. A holdout validation (odd/even folio split) con�rms that all three primary
claims generalise from training to unseen test data (pharma vocabulary Z = 19.7, collocations
Z = 21.0, section clustering Z = 4.3).
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