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The Taxation of Pope Nicholas 1V

HE taxation of Pope Nicholas IV is recognised as a very
important record, because until 1585 the grants of the
clergy in parliament and convocation were based upon if, lands
acquired after 1291 being taxed with those of the laity.! The asseas-
ment is distingnished from the Norwich taxation as a verus valor,”
and in recent years it has been frequently assumed that a verus
talor represented the income of religious houses and ecclesiastical
benafices in 1291, but the question whether that income was net
or gross is left open. An attempt is made in this paper to discover
the meaning of the verus valor by investigating the relation of the
taxation of Pope Nicholas to ecclemastical revenues and to other
assessments of the thirteenth century.

‘ Three assessments have been made in turn for the oppression
of holy church; the first is called that of Walter, bishop of
Norwich, the sacond is of Master Raymond de Nogeriis, the third
of Bishops John of Winchester and Oliver of Lineoln.'? To this
statement in his Liber Memorandorum the canon of Barnwell added
an epigramatic comment: Prima tollerabilis, secunda gravis, tercia
gravissima, Prima pungit, secunda vulrerat, tercia usque ad ossa
excoriat. The origin of all of them was & papal grant of tenths
for the Holy Land. On the pretext of a crusade Henry 11I obtained
from Innocent IV a grant of the tenths of the revenues of the

! Btubbe, Comstittional Hidory, od. 1887, ii. 580.

! Beo the prefase lo Tazatio EKeclariadiica Anpias el Waolline ancloritats P.
Nicholai IV, published by the Record Commission, 1803 (henceforth referred to an
P. Nuk, Taz.) The text of this sdithon ls taken from an exchequer transeript of
the ffteanth centory, and is eald to have besn collated with & number of eriginal
rolls (thows ate calendared In Acecoonis of Clerkwl Bobsidies [Mise. Ercheqoer
ER]), vol. $8, PRO.} snd with & mannscript of the relgn of Edward I, Cotton,
Tibartus C. 1., which waas damaged in the fire of 1781, Howsver in the Cotton MS.
and in another manuscript of thae fifteenth century at the British Moseom (Add.
24000) tbe appropristions of churches in the archdemeonry of Middlesex ars noted,
whareas they do pot appear In the printed text In his edition of a taxt for the
diocess of Exeter from & mancsaript of the thirteenth or early fourtsanth eentary In
tho Bishop of Exster's Eegistry Mr. F. 0. Hingeston-Bandolph (Registers of Broma.
combe, Quivil, Bytion, and the Taxabwn of Pope Nicholas, p. 460} states that the taxt
of the Record Commmalon is* foll of mmaecurmcien’

* Ercla do Bermaweils Liber Memorandorum, od. J. W. Clazk, pp 190, 191,
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chareh for three years, and on 18 October 1252, af an assambly of
the bishops in London, he produced the papal mandate authorising
him to levy the tenth noi on the ancient aasessment of churches,
but on a new and stringent valuation according to the will and
decision of his servants and tax-gatherers.* The opposition of
Groaseteste and other bishops foiled the king for a time. In 1258
Henry III informad Innocent IV that he would set out for the Holy
Land on the feast of the Naiivity of 8%. John the Baptist 1258,
and on 11 September 1258 Innocent IV sent a mandate to the
bishops of Norwich and Chichester and the abbot of Westminater
to nct a8 collectors.®  Af a great council held at Westminster on
26 April 1254 the king's request for the papal tenth for three years
was granted,” and on 4 July the collectors published their mandate.®
Meanwhile on 24 May Innocent IV extended the period of the
grant to five.years, allowing the king to use the money for the
advancement of his son Edmund’s claims to the throne of Sicily.”

The assessment which was made in the courss of the year was
known as the Norwich taxation, because Walter SBuffield, bishop
of Norwich, was mainly responsible for it. He sent letiers in his
own name to the rural deans of every diocese throughout the realm,
and in every ruridecanal chapter the dean and three or four
rectors of antbority took an cath to assess the benefices aocording
to & wsta estimatio. They were bidden to sscertain the truth
either of their own knowledge or that of the members of the chapier,
and they had power to compel any persons in their deaneries to make
statements on oath.'® The bishop warned them to exercise great
care in making & true assessment, without regard to any previous
assasaments. They had also to assess any properiy in the rural
deanery belonging to religions housss and cells ontside if, and all
tithes held in severalty by religious houses. Suffield moreover sent
lettars to the religious houses demanding a iusta estimatio of all
their immovable property, i.e. their lands and tenements, with the
excoption of lands in other rural deaneries, or those which ware held
by barony or fall to the erown during a vacancy.!’ Thia retarn was
made by sworn men of the chapters of cathedrals and monasteries.
The bishop of Norwich was at 8t. Albana on 11 July making the
ssgessment in person ; !* he summoned the obedientiars of the
monastery before him, including the almoners, fo assess the property
of their offiees. The heads of the {wo leper hospitals and of the poor

¢ Matth, Paris, Chronica Aaiora, od. H. B. Luard, Rolls Series, v. 8248,

* Bymar, Fosdera (Becord CommIsion), L. 888,

* Matth. Parn, vi. 296,

' Anmales Monastics, ed. Loard, Rolls Beriss, ill. 190,

* Matth. Parls, vi, 297

* Ibid. v. 463 ; Rymer, Fosdera, L 308,

» Annales Momastsos, §. 328, " Ivid. p 328.

7 Maith, Paris, v. 451.
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nunnery of Sopwell and the rectors and vicars of the exempt
jurisdietion of St. Albans were compelled o assess their benefices.
The bishop protested that he acted under compulsion, as the monk
of Burto also bore witness, and Matthew Paris, while assailing this
tenth in unmeasured terms as ‘ an innovation unheard of through
the centuries,’ admitted that the bishop discharged his office with
the ntmost moderation and faithfulness. The asseesment made by
the rural deans of the four archdeaconries of the diocese of Norwich
has fortunately Leen preserved in the Liber Alhus of Bury St.
Edmunds,"* and is now being edited by the Rev. William Hudson
for the Norwich Archmological Society. The Norwich taxation
of the spiritualifies of the diocese of Ely was included by the
canon of Barnwell in his Liber Memorandorum.!* The assessment
of the epiritualities and temporalities of Malmesbury Abbey is
entered in the register of the house,’* tha{ of part of the
temporalities of Bury 8t. Edmunds is in one manuseript of the
chronicle of John of Everisden,!* and a summary of the assesemonts
of all the housen of the order of SBempringham is in the cartulary
of Malton Priory."

The bishop of Norwich's avowed unwillingness may have filled
Henry III with distrust, for he gave instructions for an independent
inquiry. On 9 Qelober 1254 he sent & mandate from Bordeanx
to Hugh de Mortimer, the official of the archbishop of Canterbury,
to mscertain with the utmost cauntion and certainty the valeneis
of the tenths of all benefices thronghout England!'* Four days
later, on 18 October, ‘ an unheard of writ,” in the opinion of Matthew
Paris, went forth from the chancery, ordering an inquisition to be
held on every manor belonging to a religions house by the reeve of
the place and four trusfworthy men. They were to make a return
of the number of ploughs on the demesne land, the number of
customary tenants, the value of their works and rents, and the yearly
value of the manors, deducting necessary expenses.' * Nothing good
could come of it,’ was the comment of Matthew Paris.

In 1255 Rustand, s papal chaplain and nuncio, aceompanied
Petar Aquablanca, bishop of Hereford, to England to carry out the
pepal mandates. He sent ont letiers to the heads of religions
houses, notifying that according to the interpretation of the apostolic

2 Harl. M8, 1005, ff. 1-84, Brit. Mos

W Ecrlstws de Bermumalls Liber Menorandorun, pp. 101-9.

“ Reglstram Malmesburienss, od. 3 8. Brewer and C, T. Martin (Bolls Serisa),
[ 268-T1.

W Arondel MS. 80, fol. 155 ¢., College of Arms. I am moch Indebied to Bir Alfred
Scott Gaity, Gartar, for kindly glving ma scoesn to this NS,

7 Cotton A8, Clandios, D. xi. fol 278 v, Brit.Mus.

" Rodes Gascons, sd. F. Michel, i. 460, no 8797 I am indebted to Mr Hobert
Hall for this and the following refarence.

' Mlatih, Parm, v, 40H.
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seo baronies and manors were included under the proventus ecccle-
riastici, and tenths on the proceeds obiained from them in 1254
were to be paid up before the feast of the Purification 1256.* He
ordered a new assessment to be made by archdeacons and rural
deans of the temporalities and spiritoalities, insisting that it should
be not only wwta but zera, and that no portion, however small
‘in weight, number, and measure, in lands, meadows, pasiures,
pannage, gold, silver, grain, liquor, works, free services or villeins'
customs, in loaves due abt Christmas, in chickens, eggs, or
sny other ecclegiastical dues whatsoever ' should escape assess-
ment.” According to the monk of Burton the bensficed clergy of
every diocese in the kingdom presented a remonstrance, and he
entered the articles drawn up by the clergy of the archdeaconry
of Lincoln and of the diocese of Coventry and Lichfield.” Rustand
was obliged to consent that the tenth for 1255 shonld be paid on
the Norwich taxation. In 1256 however Alexander IV ordared the
archbishops and bishops to comply with Rus{and’s demand for an
agsegsment of their own bora and those of the religious houses
subject to them.” He sent another mandats to all archdeacons
throughout England, requiring them to make a mngh{ and fair
aspessment of all eccleaiastical benafices, unfettered by the antiqua
tazato, that the king might get his tenth on the true valuation.
Rustand preduced the papal letters at an assembly of archdeacons
on Passion Sunday, 1256.%

The king and Rustand upparently had strong reasons to
suspect that the Norwich taxation was intimately connected with
the antiqua tazxatio, although the rural deans had instructions to
disregard former asseasments of benefices. In the assessment of
the rural deanery of Norwich in 1254 it was noted thaf there were
s number of benefices in the city which had never been assessed or
entered on any list, on account of their poverty.®® In the opinion
of Thomas Wykes, the chronicler of Oseney Abbey, the Norwich
asgeasment was an abominable innovation on the antiqua taxatio.V
The date of the antiqua tazatio cannot be determined with any
certainty. Wykes stated thal in 1226 the clergy granted s six-
teenth of their benefices on the antiqua tazatio,” and the compiler
of the ‘ Annals of Oseney,’ from whom TWykes appears to have
borrowed the earlier portion of his work, wrote that the sixteenth
was paid on the assessment on which churches were assessed when

* Ann, Aon | 83 n Ihd. pp B54-80,

™ Ibd pp. 860-B B Foedsra, I. 848,

M Ibid. Through kome confnsion Bishop Stobbe in his Constilwiional History,
i 183, stated that the Norwich tazation was made in conssqnencs of this ball, and
on his aothority the dats of the Norwich taxation is usually gaven as 1256 lustead
of 12584,

® Ama. Aow, [ 888, 350. * HarL M8, 1008, 1. 11,

¥ Ann. Mom. v, 225. » Itid p. 67.
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the tweniieth was given to the pope in aid of the Holy Land.®
That twentieth was given for thres years in 1217, and the canon
of Dunstable noted that his honse paid on the valnation of trust-
worthy men, thus suggesting that the method of sworn inquest
was employed at least for the temporalities of the chureh.®

In 1265, in answer to the king's petition, Pope Clement IV
granted him the tenths of the spiritnalities and temporalities of
the church for three years on a verus valor?' The firat tenth
was paid in 1266, apparently on the Norwich taxation, for it was
not until 1267 that the king seni his clerks into every bishopric in
England {0 make a new assessment of temporalities and spiritn-
alities on the valuation of the common people (plebs), who were
summoned for that purpose® Immediately afterwarda all the
bishops compounded with the king for their bishoprics, offering a
tenth for three years on the Norwich taration instead of a tenth
for the remaining two years on the new valoation. They may well
have objected {o the dangerous precedent of this assessment on a
terus valor, but Thomes Wykes was sure that they had made the
bargain to clear a profit for themselves.® Although, on account of
their exemption from episcopal vizitation, the abbot and convent of
Bury 8t. Edmunds usually had no dealings with the bishop of
Norwich, on this oecasion they entered into the composition, becanse
they could deal more freely with his iax-gatherers than with those
of the crown.® They also covenanted to pay for three years on
the Norwich taxation for some of their manors and churches, but
on a number of manore which had never been assessed in the
Norwich taxation they paid for two years on the assessment of the
king’s clerks. They secretly paid the bishop's tax-gatherer twenty
marks that their property within the bounds of the town of Bury
might eecape taxation, but the king’s tax-gatherers got hold of the
assessment, which was 100/, and they had to pay on it. At a
meeting of convocation of the provines of Canterbury in 1269 a
protest was made in the name of the clergy against the intolerable
barden of this last tenth ; it was stated that churches which had
been asseesed at 10 marks in the Norwich taxation had been put
up to 26 marks by the king's clerks, and others in proportion, and
that if throngh poverty rectors and vicars were unable to meet the
tax-gatherers’ demand on the first day they afterwards exacted the
tenth on the new assessment.™

At the council of Liyons in 1274 Gregory X demanded the tenths

® dmn. Afon. iv. 87, = Itad, i 64, 111, 83.

™ Bartholomew Cotton, Hirtoria Anglicana, &d. Loard (Rolls Serlw), p. 141.

* Arondel MB. 80, L 185, ef. Fiorence of Worcester, od. Thorpe (Engl Hist.
Goe), 1l. 202,

B Adxn o v. 135,

3 Arundel MK B0, 1. 155 = Wilkins, Comeilra, H. 10.
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of the church, according to a verus valor, for six years for the Holy
Land, and on 20 September 1274 he appointed Master Raymond
de Nogeriis, & papal chaplain, and Friar John of Darlington to act
a8 collectors in England.® John of Darlington, who became arch-
bishop of Dublin in 1279, was a distinguished Dominican friar;
in 1256 he was a member of the.king's council, and in 1258 he
was chosen as one of the representatives of the crown fo draw up
the Provisions of Oxford with the barons' representatives.” The
procedure of the collectors was resented by the church, and John of
Pontoise, archdeancon of Exeter, Henry de Hauecle, and Walter
Lochlade, probably afterwards precentor of Exeter,”® were chosen
a8 envoys of the clergy of the realm to lay their complaints before
the pope.® They told him that the collectors summoned throe or
four persons from each college or convent to .ondon to take an cath
a8 to the value of their possessions and compelled them to pay the
tenth then and there; further, in direct contravention of the
instructions to collectors, which had been drawn up by Bar-
tholomew, bishop of Grosseto,* they exacted the tenths from lazar-
houses, hospitals, very poor religions houses, from benefices whose
.annual value did not exceed six marks, and from the salaries paid
by chapters, canons, and rectors to vicars, priests, clerks, and
parochial chaplains. They made no allowanee for the expenses
incurred by the clergy in cultivating thair lands and collecting
their income, and their clerks assessed benefices at the maximum
value. The cellarer, sacriet, camerarius or chamberlain, and two
other monks of Bury St. Edmunds swore that the yearly value of
the abbot’s possessions wae 1000{., while the temporalities and
spiritualities of the convent amonnted to 16081 8s. 24.*' Evesham
was assesged by its proctors at 1000 marks,! Cirencester at
500i., Tewkesbury at 394/ 10s. 6d., Worcsster at 214, 5s., Bt.
Augustine’s, Bristol, at 2104 13s. 7d., Lanthony by Gloucester at
101L 19s., Great Malvern at 75/ 2s. 4d. The proctors of Peter-
borough ¥ and St. Albans ** were unwilling to swear, and both
houses were asseesed at 2000 marks, The collectors rejected the
oath of the Augustinian canons of Dunstable and compelled them
to pay on 400 marks.** Barnwell was assessed at 500 marke.*

* Bliss, Cal. of Papal Latiers, i. 44%. 8 Dael. of Nal. Biogr. 1iv. 611

® Erelsr Eptscopal Regilsters, Bronssoombe, &v., sd. Hingeston- Randolph, p. 441.

® Cal. of Papal T#fters, 1. 452.

® Barth. Cotton, Hid. Angl. p. 181,

Y Arundel MR 80, 1. 163; of. Momorials of St. Edmwnd's Abbsy, ed. T. Arnold
(Rolls Serios), iil 83

“ Worcaslsr Episcopal Reguter, Gifiard, ed. J. W, Bund (Wore. Hist. Boe),
p- 148,

© Ohromicom Pairobuvpense, od. T Biaploton {Camden Boc.), p- 1.

“ Walsingham, Gera 4bbatum, od H T. Riley (Rells Sarine), i. 488,

® Ann, Mon. {IL 187. * Liber Memorandorum, p. 199.
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John of Darlington had great difficulty in collecting this tenth,
and indeed it is doubtful whether it was ever paid up in full. He
eoarced the convent of Bf. Albans into making regular payments
by excommunicating the abbot and chief monks,” and took similar
measurea against the prior and eonvent of Christchurch, Canter-
bury.* As late as 1282 & number of monasteries in the diocese
of Worcester were in arrears with the greater part of their pay-
ments.** In 1278 Edward I had sent John of Darlingion, with
other envoys, to Rome o ask for a grant of these tenths for a
crusade,” and Niecholas 111 consented to make it at some future
time if the king would publicly take the eross and honestly purpose
to set out. In 1288 Edward I seixed the tenths which had been
collectod, but was compelled to give them up®

Foiled in this atfempt, in 1284 he negotiated with Pope
Martin IV for a fresh grant of tenths of the spiritualifice and
temporalities of the church in England, Booiland, Ireland, and
Wales, according to & verus valor., Martin IV and his successor,
Honoriua IV, were willing to make the grant for a term of years,
on condition that the king should pablicly take the erosa and fix
the date of his departure for the Holy Land.*” On 7 October 1289,
after receiving & promise from ths king that he would set out in
three ybars, Nicholas IV consented to order the tanths for saix
years to be collected by ecclesiastical persons according to the
assessment, method, and form ordained by the holy see® Aa
there were reported to be valuations of a diverse character in the
two kingdoms of England and Scotland and in Ireland and Wales,
on 12 January 1290 the pope agrecd that the tenths shonld be taken
iurta verwm valorem,* a oconcession of the utmoet imporiancse to
Edward I, for in 1291, in epite of ihe assessment of 1274, the
clergy would only consent to pay a tenth on the Norwich {axation.®
On 18 May 1200 Nicholas IV notified that the collectors would
observe the condilions imposed on John of Darlingion and his
oolleagues in 1274, Ten months later, on 18 March 1281, he
appointed Oliver Sutton, bishop of Lineoln, and John of Pontoise,
blshop of Winchester, to eolleot the $enths for six years from
24 June, on the understanding that the king would set cut on that
date in 1208." In another bull, dated a fortnight later, he supple-

® Walalngham, §. 468

® Registrum Eplstolarem Johanwis Peckhom, od. 0. T. Martin (Bolly Series),
110, 18.

* Worcerlsr Episc. Reg., Giffard, p. 148, » Fosdera, L. 560.

S Ibid i 681; Rey. Eput Packham, [i. 685 5 Fosdera, L 642, 675,

# Id. p. 7T14. In the preface to P. Nich. Tar. the date is given as 1388, apparently
trom an eniry on the Patent Boll dated 3 February 1388, Le 1589 pew siyls;
ef. Fosdera, L 7085.

M Ibid. p. T25. % Barth Cotton, p. 188.

u“ Fosdera, 1, 732, » Barth Ootton, pp. 188-7, 191-8.
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mented his previous inséructions $o the bishops: they were ordered
to make the asgessment themsslves or to select discreet persons o
act for tham, and also to appoint collectors in the different dioceses
with the advice of the ordinaries and other discrest men.® The
asseasment was to be a véerws valor, but with the reservation that
the taxation ghould be borne by churches and their rulers without
grave inconvenience.

In obedience to the papal mandate in 1991 the bishops of
Lineoln and Winchester sent instructions to the bishops of Eng-
land and Wales to choose representative clergy to aasess the verus
valor of all benefices in their dioceses.'® TIn the five archdeaconries
of Oxford, Buekingham, Bedford, Huntingdon, and Northampton,
axcept the deanery of Rutland, the assessors were Master Ralph de
Bokingham, rector of Morton, and Richard de Appelire, rector of
Gilling; ® in the archdeaconries of Suffolk and Sudbury Richard,
roctor of Bnailwell, and Richard, rector of Sutton; ® in ihe diocese
of Ely Master Guy of Coventry, the bishop’s official, and Ralph of |,
Fotheringay, archdeacon of Ely;® in the archdeaconry of Here-
ford Master John de Chandos and Simon de Buterleye;® in the
archdeaconry of Coveniry Thomas de Staundon and Roger called
Batun;* in the city and diocese of Durham the viears of Hart-
burn and Ayecliffe; in the diocess of Carlisle Richard of Whitby,
archdeacon of Carlisle, and Adam of Levington, rector of Skelton.
The assessors made their return on the ocath of rectors, vicars, and
parochial chaplains ; % and it seems probable that a special chapter
was summoned in each rural deanery for that purpoee, and that
represantatives of the chapler were saummoned to mest the
asseesors. The churches belonging to the priory of 8t. Neot, in the
deanery of Bt. Neof, archdesconry of Huntingdon, were sasessed
by the rectors of Morton and Gilling, in the parish church of 8t.
Mary at Huntingdon.* In the diocese of Bangor it is stated in
each rural deanery that the return was made by the dean and
other sworn trustworthy men of the deanery,* and in the diocese
of Durham by three juries to the assessors at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne in December 1291.% Bartholomew Cotton haa chronicled the
important fact that the assessment of benefices was made sins
commiztions alicuius laici. It should be noted that, except in the
diocese of Carlisle, the verns valor was almost invariably returned
a8 8 number of marks or simple fractions of a mark.

The assessment of spiritualities was subject to revision by the

* Barth Cotton, p. 199, = Ibid p. 198, ® P. Nish. Tar. p. 80.
9 Arundel MB. 30, . 180 9. ® Liber Memorandorum, p. 100.
® Clerical Subeldies 68781, P.R.O.

® P, Nuh Tax. pp. 341, 314, 818, ® Barth. Cotion, p. 198,

* Cotton M8 Faustins, A.iv. . 22 0,
" P-Nich. Tax. pp. 200, 191. = Ibd. p. 814
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bishops of Lincoln and Winchester. The Augusiinian canon of
Dunstaple recorded in 1293 that, ‘hearing thal some benefices
were nspessod far below their true value and others far above it,
the bighop of Lincoln came in person {0 make a new assessment,®
and the heading of the roll for the four arehdeaconries of Oxford,
Buckingham, Bedford, and Northampton, in the diocese of Lineoln,
{estifies that it contains the reassessment of some churches made
by the bishops.™® The assessment headed Bnailwell, written in the
margin of the Norwich taxation for the archdeaconries of Buffolk
and Budbury in the Liber Albus of Bury,” was the original return
made by Rishard, rector of Bnailwell, and Richard, rector of
Sutton, in 1291,”* and the assessment of a comparatively small
namber of beneficee was afterwards increased by two or three
marks, rarely more, and for a few it was lowered.

Were theas returns of spiritualities a verus ralor according to
the terms of the papal bull ? Did the clergy make & new assess-
. ment of their glebe lands and stock, of their tithes and offerings ?
The Norwich taxation and the ‘ Nonarum Inquisitiones’™ throw
some light on this question. Inthe ‘Nonarum Inquisitiones’ of 1841
parishioners from every parish declared on oath before the venditors
and assessors of the crown the true value of the ninth of corn,
wool, and lambs for the past year ; then they stated the value of the
charch according to the taxation of Pope Nicholas, and when the
ninth did not exceed that amounnt they gave as a cause that the glebe
of the church, the tithe of the hay, and other tithes and offerings
had been reckoned in the valuation of the churchin 1291, In some
cases they merely added that these itoms accounted for the difference,
but in several counties they set down the value separately of each
of them. The inference is that they had before them the original
valuation of the church in 1291, and guve the items from i, for it
cannot be suppcaed that with no instructions to that effect they
undertook the further trouble of inquiring into the eurrent value of
those items. A number of the * Nonarum Inquisitiones ’ therefore
contain the original returns of the value of benefices for the
taxation of Popse Nicholas, with the exception of the separats values

* Ann. Mom. liL B83. *» P, Nich. Taz. p B0.

" Harl. M8. 1008.

™ The Bnall well assesumnent has been recently aitributed to the fourteanth contury,
acd the statement has besn made that ‘it corresponds fairly elosely In the value
saxigned to the general benefices ' with the Norwleh taxation (Vies. Cownty Hist.
Suffolk, 1. 1£). Howaver John of Everisden fa guite clsar: ¢ Dominus papa domino
regl Anglie decdma {s3c) cmninm provenioum scclextastieorn omotum eeizm bonaram
virorum relgosorum quorumennque Howpitalarils ot Templarits sxoeptis per sox
annos !n subgdlum contnllt terre Ierosolimitans. Facta est igitor nova taxacio
boporom spirltaalium nostroram el aliotum per dominum Ricardom rectorem scolesie
ds Snallwell 4 dominum Ricardum rectorem ectlssio de Sutions ' {Arundel MY 30,
£.180 v.; ef. Harl. MB. BSTT, 1. 58).

™ Publivhed by the Becord Commission, 1607,
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of the tithes of ecorn, wool, and lambs. A comparison of the
Norwich taxstion, the taxation of Pope Nicholas, and the * Nonarum
Inquisitipnes’ for a number of churches in the archdeaconry of
Sudbury has given some interesting results. Creeting All Baints
waa assegeed at O marks in 1254, at 15 marks in 1201, and the tithes
of hay, flax, and hemp, and other small tithes and offerings amounted
to 64 marks, Creeting 8t. Peter was assessed at 5. in 1254, at 10, in
1291, and the tithes of bay, flax, and hemp, and other small tithes
and offerings amounted to 4i. 18s. Td. Rougham was aasoesed at
26 marks in 1254, at 60 marks in 1291, and the tithes of hay, flax,and
hemp, and other emall tithes and offerings amounted to 82 marks
less 8d. Ixning was assessed at 481, 18s. 4d. in 1254, at 681. 6s.84.
in 1291, and the tithes of hay, flax, and hemp, and other gmall tithes
and offerings amounted to 208 11s. 5d. The rectories of Btow
Bt. Peter, Btow Bt. Mary, Haughley, and Newton were assessed at the
same amount in 1254 and 1291, while the corresponding vicarages
rose from 2 marks {o 8, from B80s. 64. to 5 marks, from 80s. {0 6}
marks, from 40s. to 5 marks. This evidence suggests that for a
number of churches the small tithes and offerings were not assessed
at ail for the Norwich taxation, a theory which is supporied by the
opposition of the clergy in 1256 to the new assessment in which
Rustand propossad to allow no exemption upon auy portion, however
small.’™* For a number of other banefices in which the tithes of
hay and other small tithes and offerings constituted an important
part of the revenues the evidence again suggests that these items
were usually, though not invariably, assessed in 1264, and in con-
seguonoce there was no change in 1291, as at Finborough Magna,
Buxhall, Bradfield 8%. Clare, Little Livermere, and Tostoock. The
evidence also auggests that in the diocese of Norwich the Norwich
taxation was used as the basis of the taxation of Pope Nicholaa.

In the opinion of the canon of Barnwell the archdeacon of Ely
snd the bishop's official made a trustworthy and careful assessment
of the spiritualitice of the diocese.™ A comparison with the
Norwich taxation ™ ghows that the assessment of only a small
number of benefices remained the same, while on the higher
asssssments there was & very considerable increase, Haddenham
riging from 60 marks to 120, Leverington with the vicarage from
80 marks fo 12T} without it, Cottenham from 88 marks to 60,
Over from.25 marks to 58. The returns of the * Nonarum In-
quisitiones’ for Cambridgeshire are very brief, and, as the assess-
ment of the various tithes and offerings is not specified, no deduc-
tions can be drawn from them.

Evidence illustrating the difference between the actual revenues

' duw, Mom. i, 881-3. v Liber Memorandorwm, p. 200,
™ Ind pp. 191-9.
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of benefices and their assessment i 1291 can be gleaned from
many scattered sources The following list 7 shows that the total
receipts in 1398 from a number of churches appropriated to the
monastery of Duorbam were much higher than the assessment,
although ths receipis represented s net income and no pro-
vision for & vicar or parochial chaplain hed to be deducted from
them,

De Proveatioos Parechis 48 Heespta de Ecoclesis 1843 Taxation of Pope Xlobolas
£ 5 d £ 5 d
Korharmn . . . . w0 0 0O 188 ¢ 8
 Ellingham . . . . 5B 8 4 B) 0 O
| Jarrow ., . . . &) 0 O 40 0 0
Hetighington . . . 198 0 0 6 18 4

cum

Ayeliffs . . . . 111 8 8 4§ a{m
Pitti . . . a 0 o 618 4
Healedon . . . . 60 0 0O 0 00
) Merﬁnﬁum . . 68 0 0 30 0 0
| Billingham . . 120 0 0 2 0 0
Alverton R . . 8 0 0 3 6 8
Estrington . . 12 0 0 60 0 0

In 1801, when a complaint was made against Godfrey Giffard,
bishop of Worcester, because he had extorted 20L for firstfruits
from the rector of Great Compton, whereas the rectory was only
nitessed at 12, the bishop replied that the church of Great
Compton was worth 60 marks, whereo! his ministers received 20.
for the firstfruits sold to the rector, according to the tenor of the
apostolic privilege.” In a record of the benefits conferred on
Malmesbury by Abbot William de Colerne (1260-86) the church
of Purton is et down as worth 50 marks a year to the hounse,
although in the Norwich faration the abbot and conveni's portion
of the ravenues was sssessad at 100, 6s.84d., and at 164 in 1291 ; and
the churck of Kemble aa worth 40 marks, whereaa the abbot and
convant's portion was assessed at 181 in 1264 and at 111. in 1201.™
From the lower assessment of these two churches and those of
Bt. Mary and St. Paol at Malmesbury the second editor of the
Regtstar of Malmesbury appears to have drawn his deduction that
where the t{wo valuations do not tally the earlier is generally the
bigher,™ a statement which requires some qualification, for the
tesessment of the temporslities was higher in 1291,* and in the
ease of the four churches it is probable that perpetusl vicarages
had been created between 1264 and 1291, thus diminishing the
abbot and conveni{'s portion of the revenues. In 1375 the monks

' Hist. Dwmalm. Scriptorss tres, d. J. Ralne (Suriess Boc.), Appendiz, p. ocalviil
™ Wore, Epuc. Reg., Giffard, p 550,

™ Rag. Malmaesburienas, |. 380-78. 1L 858,

" Itid. §i p.xxxv, Y Ihd. L 208 T4,
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of Bury Bt. Edmunds swore that the yearly value of the revenues
from the appropriated church of Pakenham was 60 marks,” and
yet in 1291 the rectory was only assessed at 82 marks.® In 1809
the abbot and convent of Winchcombe appropriated the church of
Enstone, in Oxfordshire, and, though assessed only at 40 marks, in
1829 the convent reckoned in ordinary years on drawing 80 marka
from it, and apparently it had yielded about that inecome to the
late rector, for when he resigned in favour of the monastery in
1809 he stipulated for a pension of 80 marks until his death.*
Betwean Michaslmas 1886 and 1887 the prior and convent of Ely
received 1770 12s. 84d. from the churches of Melbourn, Stapleford,
‘Whittleses, Lakenheath, Witcham, and Hauxton,” which were
asscapod only at 110/, 18s. 4d. In 1241 the abbot and convent of
Jumiges reckoned to pay 88 marks a year out of the revenues of.
the church of Chewton, in Somerset, maintain & viear and several
chaplains, and make a profit ; yet in 1291 it was only assessed with
the vicarage at 58l 19s. 114d., while again in 1416 the prior and
convent of Bhene Charterhouse farmed the rectory to the dean
and chapter of Wells for 45!., exclusive of a pension of 25l 6s. 8d.
charged wpon it.® In 1820 the viear of the prebendal church of
8t. Decuman’s complained that his portion of 6. 4s. 64d. would
not suffice for the support of himeelf and two chaplains, and the
reyenues then amounted to 58I, 15s. 44.,% yet in 1291 the prebend
was only asseased at 28/, In 1832 the dean and chapter of Wells
fized the farms of several ehurches appropriated to them at a price
considerably higher than their value in the taxation of Pope
Nicholaa.™

Farm in 1388, Tax. P. Nioh.

£ 2 d £ 5 d.
Congrebary 485 0 0 28 18 4
Cheddar 86 18 4 3618 4
Molaty of Whitehaorch 88 & 8 1418 4
Btogumber 5 0 0 11 18 4
Lydeard 00 % 8 8
Muodford and Lovington 88 13 4 2618 4

An instruction given by the bishop of Norwich to the rural
deans in 1254 supplies & clue to the difference between the net
revenues of a beneflce and its assessment : * if it seems fair to you
we will that every one whoee chureh is farmed shall answer for the
tenth according to the amount of the farm which he receives.’ ®
In 1840 the parishioners of Chesterton, in Cambridgeshire, swore

= Arondel MS. 30, £ 213, % P. Nick. Taz. p. 119 b,

" Landboc Monasterii ds Winchalcumba, od D. Royes, L 250 ; in pp lmil. and 44.

* Bolly of Treasurers and Camerarius, pered D. and C. Ely. I am mueh Indebied
to Archdsacon Chapman for kindly giving me acoess io these rolls.

= Hist Manoseripts Comm., Cal. of Mantseripts of D.and C of Wells, i. 308, 461,

= [Iird. p. BBS. » Id, p. 380, * Ann. Mon. 1 338
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that before the reign of Edward I the church was assessed at 461,
and was farmed at that amount.** The same principle was con-
ceded in 1274 and 1291, with the reservation that a vicar shounld
not bo regarded a8 farmer of the rector’'s portiod and thus escape
payment on his own portion.”” A number oif the ‘ Nonarum In-
quisitiones " contain an extent of the glebe or endowment of the
choreh, showing in every case that it was assessed only at the
rental per acre. As the assessments of 1254 and 1391 were made
entirely by the clergy for unpopular taxation it may be assumed
that they returned the terus valor of spiritualities in 1201 at the
lowest amount a4 which benefices could be farmed, and were
justified by the papel instruction that the taxation might be borne
without grave inconvenience. Although it was unusual in the
thirteenth c¢entury to farm vicarages they were assessad on the
game principle, and thus the difference betwesn the value of a
vicarage st its ordination and in the taxation of Pope Nicholas
can be to mome extent explained. In 1371 Godfrey Giffard, bishop
of Worcester, ordained that the vicar of Sherborne, in Gloucester-
ghire, should receive not lesa than 10l. a year, without reckoning
his manse, yet in 1291 the vicarage was returned as worth 51"
Thomas Cantilupe, bishop of Hereford (1276-88), granted tithes
and offerings to the vicar of Churcham which were valued at
111, 6s. 10d., yet in 1281 hia portion was aasessed at 5l 64, 849
The vicarage of Dymock was fixred by Petar Aquablanea, bishop of
Hereford, in 1247 at 14 marks, yet in 1291 it wac returned as not
worth 6 marks.™

In the course of 1291 the bishops of Lincoln and Winchester
appointed discreet persons to assess the tamporalities of bishoprics
and all religions honees except those of the Templars and Hospitallers,
and of poor nunnéries and hospitals, Richard of 8t. Frideswids,
archdeacen of Buckingham, and Robert Lutarel, canon of Salisbury,
acted for them in the dioceses of Norwich and Ely ; ** Master John
de Walecote and William de Steynton in the five archdeaconries of
Buckingham, Oxford, Bedford, Huntingdon, and Northampton ; ¢
Magter Petar de 1'Ile, archdeacon of Exeter, and Adam de Haston,
rector of Beckinghawm, in the dioceses of Durham and Carlisle ; and
in the archdesconries of York, Cleveland, and the East Riding."
Bartholomew Cotton, the monk of Norwich, has recorded in precise
terms the procedure of this inguisition.” In every rural deanery

* Lay Subsldies 81f17, P.R.O. " Barih. Ootton, p. 199,

 Landboo de Wincheloxmba, i, 278 ; P. Nich. Taz. 22

™ Hisl. & Cart Glasc, od. W. H. Hart (Bolls Berim), L 349 ; P. Nich. Tas. p. 161,

“ Add. M8, 18481, 1. 14 (Brit Mos); P. Nich Taz p. 181

» Argudel MBS, 80, 1. 181 v. ; Dugdale, Monasiicox, 1v. $07 ; Liber Memorandorum,
p- 200

™ P. Nich. Taz. p. 48, 't I&id. pp- 305, 818, 820,

* Barth. Ootton, p. 188,
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the asseseors citad all abbots, priors, and heads of religious houses
holding property in that deanery, the bailiffs and reeves of the
manors of bishops and religious houses, the rector or viear and
parish chaplain and four or six men from every vill in which the
manors were situated, and inquired from them on oath the verus
valor of the temporalities of the church. Cotton testified that, in
gpite of the evidence obtained at the inquisition, the bishops and
their assessors, Richard of St. Frideswide and Robert Luterel,
doubled, trebled, and quadropled some assessments. Concerning
these same aasessors the canon of Barnwell wrote—

Walking in envy and not in the way, led by whai spirit I mow not,
they burdened all the religions beyond measure; refoging to put faith in
the oath of clerks and laymen, they forced tha religions to swear to the
verus valor of their tamporalitios, 10 put them in writing and seal them
with the seals of their chapters. And nevertheloss these malevolang
aapernors pxcoeded the statement of the religious and assessed at their
cown will, and in many places they doubled the verus valor. Wharefore
the bishops, knowing their malices from the complaints of many, ordered
s new asseesment of certain temporalities by other trusiworthy persons,
and reduced other ssgessments of their own wisdom.”

Bartholomew Cotfon recklesaly implicated the bishops in the
misdoings of the aseeasors, but the records of Bury 8i. Edmunds
bear witness to a reassessment in the diocess of Norwieh in 1298
by Master Thomas of Scarning, archdeacon of Huffolk, and Master
J. Fleming.!® The asseasment of the cellarer's temporalities in
Buflolk was reduced from 820L 15s. 23d. to 6651 Ts. 41d.; the
sacrist’s temporalitiea in Norfolk and Suffolk from 189l 8s. 4d. to
163L 1s. 41d.; the offerings at the shrine from 100L to 40L. ;' the
hondred of Lackford from 9L to 41.'™ In one of the cellarer's
registers an eniry was made of the grievances of the abbot and
convent concerning the exceasive assessment of the cellarer’s tem-
porglities in 1291 ;'* for instance, in the manor of Mildenhsll the
asgessors made no allowance for & charge of a pittance of twenty
shillings and a salary of tweniy ghillings to a chaplain, and they
made the cellarer pay twice over for the abbot of Baitle’s charge on
the manor of $wenty marks, and their assegsment was thus 144 5d.
higher than the communis patri¢ taracio, which was presumably
the sworn assessment of the witnesses whom they had called.

* Liber Memorandorum, p. 200.

™ Harl MB 645, L 2180. The M3. has'R. de Skernigye, archidiac,’ prokably in
srrar for Thomas (of Le Nevre, Fastf, ii, 488), for on fol 242 Thomas appears as
rector of Botton in error for Riebhard.

™ Duchy of Lancaster Rocords, xi. 5, L. 80 o, PRO.; Arundal M8. 30, 1. 180 p.
to 183 v.

' Duchy of Lanoaster Racords, xl. 5, £. 61 v.; P. Nwch Taxr. p. 180.

™ Duchy of Lancasier Records, xi. 5, £ 85.
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The table on the opposite page shows the saveral assessmants of
the principal manors in Suffolk from which the cellarer of Bury
8t. Edmunds drew his revenues.

The instructions to eollectors in the papal bull'* suggest that
the asseasmant would be based on the manorial aecount roll and
ealculated on an average for & numbar of years. From the total
recaipt a deduction would be made for the stricily necessary
working expenses of ploughing, cultivaing the soil, and gathering
in the froits. This was usually a considerable sum, as wages of
labour, food for customary tenants, provender for stoek, repairs of
carts and tools would be incloded, but no allowance was to be
made for new buildings or the maintenanee of those alteady in
existence, or for the ecost of making dykes, or for any other
improvements fo the soil. Woods and flaheries were not to be
sspessed unless a profit on the sales was a usual item of the
receipis. Important deductions were to be allowed on,the item
staurum ezpensum ; fish, beasts of the warren, fruit, and vege-
tables wore not to be taxed if consumed by the bishop or by
the religious, or given as presenis without intention to defraud.
Lands or rents granted for the purpose of providing pittances were
to be exempt. In estimating the profits of manorial courts the
salaries paid to judges and officials prior to the papal grant of the
tenth might be dedueted, but nothing for any allowance of food
and clothes. The expense of castle-guard, a considerable burden on
some of the great Benedictine houses, was disallowed. When a
priory or manor was farmed out the tenth was to be paid upon the
rental if it had been fixed at & fair rate without special regard to
other circumstances.

The returns for most of the dioceses are very brief, and notify
only the amount of the assessment of the temporalities, information
suffigient for the tax-gatherer, but untierly bafling to a stodent in
gearch of the underlying principla. However very full returns
were made for Hereford, Coventry and Lichfleld, and the Welsh
dioceses. These show that the form of the assessment was not
borrowed from the manorial account roll, with its profitsa from the
sale of corn and other produce, but that it spprorimated mors
closely to the manorial extent. In asseasing the value of the
demesne land of o manor or grange the sworn inquisitors avoided
the difficulty of interpreting * necessary expenses ' and of balancing
profit and loss by reckoning arable, meadow, and pasture as worth
8o much a carucate or an acre per annum at the current rental of
the manor. Rents, mills, profits of woods, fisheries, and dovecots,
fines and perquisites follow in due order, and labour services were
entered only when they had been commuted for money. There is

» Barth. Cotton, pp- 191-9.


http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

1908 THE TAXATION OF POPE NICHOLAS IV 449

ﬁg“ A ZTE T aToTToncoSTo Fo wn
L.

vm‘@bmﬂooaﬂﬂm“nﬂ wa oo
- - - - — -

deet o on ToedITae
—i o]
SEe e R | Eeeen |2 |

£
5
3g
E;é WEINCERTRENTSIISS TS 2%
il

ol

-

.B'.i

gj 8% 3II FS “REES R’

Tamxilon of Pepa Mioholas

ﬁﬁgaoogmfmwc-ﬂo:vo ':-o - -
TN AN SODDEAOE w Ar-
- o e — - -

GEZXJNIXALEAIRIS S8R |3

—

of Lancaster
b, L#n)

e,

Amempcrmt of Riqhard
of Gt Frideewhds and
B, Loterd, 1991

rd‘OO‘OCD‘CDO - DOVPYXRO @ L=
&

w3REISIRAS X R3S AR 2

Ooancl of Lyoos
(Arumdel MR 3, L. 913)

me | Assssmrwrt of 1374 for
e Teath of e

i e
it i
igg;igé HEEMO?‘Q‘:@ :goa—a'—;u‘_' m%
i il iCePoBeeRo aigonnm on 5§
33‘%5 NBEARAZTCD 8 *gYRR 2 :E
iiigas &

...........

Homs of Manor

Fornham Bt. Martin
Bmdfield Monachorum

YOL. TINI.—NO. ICI. aga


http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

450 THE TAXATION OF POPE NICHOLAS IV July

clear gvidence that in this assessment only flocks and herds were
iroated as movables; these were valued separately on the sole
itarns of their yearly increase and of the sale of milk and cheess, for
wool, woolfells, and hides were subject to the indirect taxation of the
customs. In the Walsh dioceses cows and mares were valued ai a
shilling a head unless they numbered over a hundred, when the
coat of custody waa slightly diminished ; e.g. 108 cows belonging to
the abbot of Conway were nssessed at 6L 61, Sheep appear to
have been valued at between threepence and fourpence a head.
This analysia of the assessment suggests that it was calculated
only on the rental—and that probably a minimom—at which
manors and grangesd might be lei, although the bishops and the
religious then farmed the greater part of their own lands at a
profit. If this theory may be accepted the verus valor of the
taxation of Pope Nicholas is closely akin to the valst of Domesday
Book, concerning which Professor Maitland wrote, ¢ On the whole
the valet of Domesday Book, 80 far as it i8 precise, seems to me
an answer to the question, What rent would a firmarius pay for
this estate astocked as it is ? Bui there are many difficnlizes.” '®
His comment that in Domesday Book ‘ we are baffled by the make-
believe of ancient finance’!™ is equally true of the taxation of
Pope Nicholas. It ia clearly misleading to represent the assesament
of the temporalities of a religious house a8 its income, either
grosa or net, from that source. Moreover the evidence concerning
ecclesiastical revenues, acanty though it is, ahows that thesa do no$
correspond evan approximately to the assessment. In the roll of
the bursar of the monastery of Durham for 1298 the receipis were
87411, 9. 103d.,inoluding the payment of arrears of 18681. 1. 84.;
in 1295 the receipts again amounted to 8975l 16s. 1144d., and in
1297 {0 86261. 5s. 54d. ; " and although the cellarer and the master
of the garners drew almost the whole of their revenues from the
bursar, the sacrist, chamberlain, and hosteller had their own endow-
ments, amounting probably to another 400L.:'® yet the temporalities
of Durham were saseaged at 6201.'" in the taxation of Pope Nicholas,
and the spiritualities at under TOM., not reckoning the charches in
Scotland and the proceeds of Coldingham Priory, which brought in
together 149!, 5s. 8d. in 1293. The barony of Bury 3t. Edmunds
was assaased nt T66L 18s. 44 in the taxation of Pope Nicholas, yet
from 21 April to 5 November 1279 the net recaipt of the eacheators
was 880l Ts. 04d.""* In 1292 the receipis of the sacrist of Ely
amounted to 240!. 13s. 5d., and the charges, sech as payments to the

*: P. W. Matland, Domssdoy Book and Bsyomd, p. 444 W Ted. p. 478,

™ Durkam Accound Rolls, od. J. T. Fowlar (Surtess Boo.), 1L 48004,

we Itnd vol. f. we P, Nich Tax p. 818

'“ Pipe Boll, @ Ed. I, m. 8. This mm inoloded 100 marks from the abboi's
xecntors,
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viear of Wentworth, &e., did not exceed 251., yot the tenth paid was
under 15..""' The spiritualities and temporalities of the sacrist of
Bury Si. Edmunds were assessed at 2091 1s. 4}d.,"'" yet for the
half-year after Michaelmas 1209 his receipis were 1841 14s, 10}d.,
and his expenses were 2081, 11+. 23d.""* A number of monasteries,
including many Cistercian and Gilbertine houses, derived a con-
giderable revenue from the sale of wool, which was not assessed in
the taxation, and the list printed by Archdeacon Cunningham is
of great interest, for it was probably compiled in the Iatter half of
the thirteenth eentury and it specifies the avarage number of sacks
wold at eanch honse and the price of them.!'"" The temporalities
of Winchoombe were assessed at nnder 110L in 1291, and 40
saoka of wool ware sold on an average at the rate of 18 marks s
sack. The temporalities of Hailee were nssessed at 58I 8s. 114.,
and 20 sacks of wool were 8old on an average at prices varying from
10 to 7 marks a sack, according to the quality. The temporalities
of Fountaing were asseesad at 856!. 6s. 84, .and the average sale of
wool was 76 sacks at from 21 marks to 9. The temporalities of
Malton were assessed at 2026 Bs. 5d., and the average sale of wool
was 45 sacks at from 17 to 6 marks, and from 1344 to 1258 the
receipts from wool amounted to 52241 94. 84.'* Other houses
which were not on the list are also known to have been sngaged
in the wool trade, among them Gloucestar '* and Lenthony by
Gloncester.'"’

Though the taxation of Pope Nicholas will not raveal the
income of the monasteries or of the beneficed clorgy it is never-
theless & most valuable record. By painful ealcnlation Bishop
Biobbe arrived at the yield of a clerical tonth, and thus approxi-
mately of the produce of a vote of a tenth and fifteenth.!® 1t is
diffieult to calculate aright the assessment of the different
monastaries from $he printed text of the taxation of Pope Nicholas.
The spiritualities cannot be detarmined, becauss in the greater
number of dicceses the appropriation of churches is not specified ;
they appear to have been carefully noted in York, Durham, and
Norwich, in the archdesconries of Oxford, Coventry, and Balop,and in
some deaneries of Canterbury, but elsawhere oocasionally or not at all.
A papal bull or charter confirming all the possessions of a monastery
will sometimes polve this diffieulty. Although the spiritualities of
Bory 8. Edmunds lay in the diocese of Norwich the asscesment

" Saorisi Rolls of Ely, ed. F. B. Chapman, it 3-18.

8 Arondel MS. 80, 1. 180 0. to 183 ».

" Hixt, Maswscripls Comm., 14th Report, Appendix, part il p. 198,

" W. Oaopingbam, Growth of Ewglish Indusiry omd Commerrs dxring the
Early and Middle dpes (ith «d., 1905}, pp. 83641,

'S Trans. of the R, Hist Soo, N8, xviil. 150, ™ Higl &t Cart. Glowe 1. 3%.

Wi Trans. of the Brisiol and Glowcasiorthre Archaol. Soc., aviil 44,

' Siobbe, Oonstitutional History, IL 579.
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of them has been recsntly calculated at 1652L 18s. 44.,"* instead of
901, 18s. 4d., through the omieaion of the charches of Pakenham,
(reat Barton, and 8t. Lawrence at Norwich, and several pensicns.

The total asseesment of temporalities is only a matter of
arithmetic, but the text of the taxation supplies no safe clue to the
division of property between the abbot, convent, and obedientiars of
the Benedictine houses. Bury 8t. Edmunds is o notable instancs.
In the manuscript of John of Everisden af the College of Arms
the assessment of temporalities is entered under separate headings
for the cellarer, sacrist, and othar officers, and an identical List
occurs in other registers of the monastery.'® The difference
between these totals for the three chief obedientiars and the totals
recently talculated from the faxation of Pope Nicholas is as
follows :—

Yictaria
!l Aruadel M. M iyl ful-satd
£ L 4 £ o d
Cellarer . . . . . 750 0 B 800 16
Baerist . . . . . . 158 1 4 14 311
Cameraring . . . . 122 132 1 69 13

In the printed text of the taiation, as indeed in the original
rolls, certain manors and rents are merely noted as belonging to
the convent ; hence the discrepancy between the above figures. If
further evidence is needed of the appropriation of those manors
and rents to the obedientiare in 1991 it is found in & charter of
Edward I dated 1281, in which he confirmed & distribution of
property between the abbot and obedientiars.!" The abbot and
convent were jointly liable for the payment of tenths, and therefore
assessors and collestors were not concerned to make an exact
return of the division of the property. The ambiguous * convent’
is peculiarly misleading for Buary, as the common fund was ex-
tremely small and was mainly derived from the contributions
of the obedientiars.'™ The total assessment of spiritualities and
temporalities of the abbot and convent amounted to 20711, 124, 54.,
and ithe total of nearly 1000L.'" of the most recent calculation is &
curions error. The return for the prior and convent of Ely '* is
extremely confused as regarde the division of property; rents in
Ely and Cambridge correspond with the sacrist’s receipts in
1291-2, but the granges of Ely and Weniworth, from which he
drew 1191, are not assigned to him. The common fund was large

" Victorsa County Hist. Suffolk, il 88

™™ Harl MB. 638, 1. 239, the scribe having lsft the date as 1300, Harl M8, 27, L 104.
'® Dugdals, Morasiicon, il 158

' Duehy of Lanvaster Records, xi. 5, 1. 63 v.; Hurl. MB. 87T, 1. 40

'® Vit Cownty Hut. Suffolk, il. 68. P, Nuk. Taz. p. 270
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at Ely and was administered by the treasurers, but the property
appears to be entered under the prior's name. A list of spiritualities
and temporalities as assessed in 1291 was entered in some register
of every monastery, and whenever this can be found it will give
more accurate totals than those obtained by tedipus calculaiions
from the printed text of the exchequer manuscript. The assess-
menta for Barnwell,'® 8{. Albans,'* Spalding,'”” Bt. Neote,'™ and
Meaux '™ may be mentioned as examples. However the registers
and charters of & great number of lesser monasteries have now
disappeared, and the taxation becomes the sole souree for their
endowments at the end of the thirteenth century. TLeper hospitals
and other hospitals for the sick poor, nunneries and other commu-
nities of the religious who could not live of their own and were
forced to beg were exempt from the payment of the tenth,'™ and
therefore are not entered in the assessment.

The taxation of Pope Nicholas is, again, o valuable record for
parochial and diocesan history if its limitations are understood, and
statistics are not based upon it withoot reference to other sourcese.
Variations in the returns of epiritualities preclude an exact caleula-
tion of the number of parishes and vicarages in a county or diocese.
Benefices not exceeding six marka were exempt from taxation if the
rectors held no other living,'"! and unless they were appropriated
to religions honses; they therefore do not appear in the ordinary
returns. For a few archdeaconries and diocesea there are schedules
of benefices and vicarages nol exeeeding six marks, vis. the arch-
deaconries of London, Middlesex, Leicester, Lineoln, Stowe, Coventry,
and Balop, and the dioceses of Hereford, Exeter, and Durham. In the
return for the archdeaconries of London and Middlesax it is stated
that theas benefices exceed two marks, implying that there were
others below that amount, wherens in the diocess of Exeter no fewer
than 78 benefices, vicarages, and chapels were assessed at lezs than
two marks a year, and eight chapels in the city of Exeter ware not
ugseased at all, bocanse their revennes scarcely sufficed for the
maintenance of & chaplain. Another possible gource of error is
the exemption of cartain spiritnalities : those of the Templars and
Hospitallers may be ascertained from the report of Prior Philip de
Thame to the grand master of the Hospitallers in 1838,'" but
those of poor nunneries and hospitals can only be gleaned from
registera and charters; for instance, in the deanery of Wangford, in
the archdeaconry of Suffolk, Ilketshall St. Andrew, Iketshall St.

"™ Liber Memorandorsum, pp. 201-8,

™ Coton MS, Clandins, E Iv.{. 857, w Add. MBS, E844, L M.
™ Cotton MB., Fanstine, A iv. 1. 85 v to §7

'» Egerton AMS. 1141, 1. 177 ».

©® Barth. Coitoa, p. 192, ™ Ind,

™ Knights Hospilallers in Ewgland, od. L. B. Larking {Oamden Soo.)
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Lawrence,and Bungay 8t Thomaa are altogether missing, while only
the vicarages of All Baints Mettingham and Hketshall 8t. Margaret
are returned,'® all five churches being appropriated to the Bene-
dictine nunnery of Bungay.'® It is important to note that the
schedunles of benefices not exceeding ten marks which are appended
to some dioceses do not supplement the ordinary refurns and were
only compiled in 1284, when they were exempt, becauss in that year
Edward I took & moiety instead of a tenth.'® In many dioceses it
is not possible to determine that a benefice has not been appro-
priated, since the vicarage may not exceed six marks and will not
appoar in the return, and a calcalation of the number of vicarages
in 1291 will probably be too low. Thus there ia no schedule of
benefices not exceeding eix marks for the diocase of Norwich, and
in the county of Norfolk only 728 benefices were assessed in 1291,

yet 762 are entered in the Norwich taxation, including about 20
churches in the ¢ify of Norwich which eacaped taxation because
the revenuea were too small.’** Eighty vicarages were asseased in
1254, and in 1291 their numbaer had risen to 176, yet only 84
exceoded six marks, the remaining 142 being exempi. In the
taxation there is marely 8 note stating that the vicarage was
indecimabilis, but in the Domesday Book of Norwich the asgsess.
ments of theso are given.'® In the archdeaconry of Buffolk twenty-
two viearages exceoded six marksin 1291 ; but it cannot be sariously
contended '** that the number of vicarages was only 22, for over 60
other churches were appropriated to religious honses,'** and an
obvious deduction which might be verified in the Domesday Book
of Norwich is that there weru vicarages in these churches below
ihe legal amount. The absence of viearages, and also of portions,
with one exception, in the Norwich taxation for the archdeaconry
of Buffolk has been commented upon becauss the msjority of the
22 vicarages assossed in 1291 were ordained befors 1254,'"! but a
comparison between the relative rise of the assesaments for the
archdeaconried of Buffolk and Sudbury warrants a conjecture thai
in the return for Buffolk benefics, vicarage, and portion are entéred
together as ¢ne total.

Rose Gramaw,
™ P Nick Taer.p. 118 ™ Ficl Comniy Hist Suffolk, li. 81
B Cal of Pat Rolls, 33 Fd I, m. 8. ™ Vicl. County Hist. Norfolk, il 285,
W Ibid p. 288, s Ihd.
= Vict. Cosnty Hist. Suffolk, 1i. 14 ! P. Nich. Tax. pp. 1156-9.

" Vit County Hut Swffolk, ii. 13, 14.
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