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Ingesting data 
into Voyant:

technical issues?



Overview:
what are the "tools"

in Voyant?



Guide to all tools: voyant-tools.org/docs/

https://voyant-tools.org/docs/


Types of tools: 
graphs / visualisations versus grids / tables

quick overview of distributions /
trends
spotting co-occurrences and
relations
understanding networks

better access to numerical
information
more detailed comparison of data
easier (de-)selection of words



How to add new
tools to your panel:



Avoid overly complex or
animated tools!

Not all tools, especially
animated tools like the
"knots", are easy to
interpret or suitable for
inclusion in written works
such as your essays!



Tools have different
names - but may be the
same!

Tools such as "trends" and
"stream graph" look
different but serve the
same or similar purposes.



Don't trust what you see!

Some tools such as the "Dream Scape" maps are not fully
developed and may contain errors or mislead you. In many cases,
they will simply be "empty".



Don't get distracted! 

Many tools include statistical
information based on algorithms
that you do not need to
understand in detail.
Focus on frequency comparisons
between words, long-term
trends and co-occurrences!



word cloud
(Cirrus tool,
overall word
frequency)

Terms Berry 
(co-occurences of

high frequency
words)

Links 
(collocations graph,

terms occurring
 in close proximity 

in a network)

Trends
 (line graph of a

word's distribution
across a corpus or

text segments)

Visualisations
in Voyant
recommended
for beginners

Can you find the
right buttons?

Word Tree
(words in context,

narrative structures
in which keywords

occur)



Contexts
(selected word
in sentences)

Correlations 
(connections

between 2
selected terms)

Collocations
(terms occuring

next to each other, 
e.g. adjective 

and noun)

Terms
 (overview of
term count)

Data tables
in Voyant
recommended
for beginners

Can you find the
right buttons?

Topics 
(clusters

of words or
"topics" that

frequently co-
occur)



Example of a word tree 
(using comments on the Judith Butler video)

"People" in context:
shows adjectives and
verbs that the writers
have associated with
the noun.

How can this overview help
us analyse the comments

from a feminist, post-
colonial or public spheres

perspective?



Any questions?



Take a break...



Voyant in practice:
analysing reactions to

Elon Musk's 2022
Twitter takeover



High-level analysis with word cloud and
frequencies table
Comparative analysis with the "trends"
tool
Analysing co-occurences in the terms
berry and/or other "links" tools
Reading keywords in context
Drawing general conclusions

Tasks to perform in Voyant Tools:



1st step: open the task sheet on Github & ingest the data into Voyant
Tools (using the GitHub URL)

https://github.com/MonikaBarget/DistantReading/blob/main/Elon
Musk_task-sheet.md



2nd step: updating stop words (OPTIONAL)

You may want to add very frequent words
temporarily to make working with the word cloud easier.



Step 3: start your analysis with the word cloud... 



People whom you may not have been able to identify...

"L'institut Apollon fondé et dirigé par Jean Messiha a une ambition affirmée :
préparer le basculement en 2022 de la France vers le « camp de la France »." 

Vijaya Gadde is an American attorney, who
served as general counsel and the head of
legal, policy, and trust at Twitter.
Ned Segal is an American business executive.
He was the chief financial officer of Twitter
from 2017 to 2022. He was fired following Elon
Musk’s purchase of the company. 
Parag Agrawal is an Indian-American
software engineer who was the CEO of
Twitter, Inc. from November 2021 to October
2022. He was fired on October 27, 2022.



Surprising elements: frequent mentions of NFTs and cryptocyrrencies
(Bitcoin & Dogecoin)

"Tesla CEO and Twitter chief Elon Musk has made bullish statements
about bitcoin and dogecoin despite crypto market sell-offs. He said
bitcoin “will make it” and “DOGE to the moon.” Amid crypto winter
and the chaos surrounding bankrupt crypto exchange FTX, Musk
believes there is a future for bitcoin, ethereum, and dogecoin."
(news.bitcoin.com)

"Former first lady Melania Trump is back in the NFT
game, auctioning a new set of assets that commemorates
moments from husband Donald Trump's presidency." (CBS
News)



Step 4: comparative analysis in "trends": people



Step 4: comparative analysis in "trends": countries



Step 5: Analysing co-
occurrences with terms
berry, word tree, links
or correlation tools



Step 6: Reading keywords in context



Share your results 
with the class!



General text analysis workflow for Voyant:

start with the word cloud and look at the most frequent words as
well as groups of words (grammatical or content-related)

analyse individual keywords with the terms berry, links or context
tools

analyse several (related or opposed) keywords with the trends
tool

relate your findings back to your research question and your
theoretical framework (feminism/intersectionality or
postcolonialism)



ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR DISTANT READING

short texts / small corpora with few distinct words are more difficult
to analyse than longer texts or a collection of several texts
use several alternative data sets on your chosen theme and try to
think of the similarities / differences you expect
consider splitting your data up in smaller texts (e.g. by date)
try to read your collection of tweets, posts or comments

try to identify narrative structures over time
look at some of the less obvious words and analyse their context
integrate concepts / discourses you have read about in class

as an unfolding "conversation" between the people involved



DATA FOR YOUR ESSAYS:

Early next week, we will share several data sets which
can be read from either a feminist and/or postcolonial
perspective.
The data sets will consist of several files that you can
combine in different ways to interpret the data.
The files will each be small enough not to crash a
standard laptop. If you are working on really small or
old devices, please get in touch with the library and
use one of their computers to work on your essays.
In week 5, you will be asked to submit an essay
proposal. This will give us tutors a chance to intervene
if your essay is going into the wrong direction.



PREPARING YOUR ESSAY PROPOSAL:

Come up with a research question in relation to your
data that can only be answered by using computational
text analysis. If your question can be answered by means
of close reading, this means that your questions and/or
data for this essay are not appropriate.
Make sure that your research question is based on one
of the two theoretical frameworks introduced in class:
feminist readings/intersectionality or postcolonial
discourses.
Write an essay proposal, in which you will outline your
research question(s), your theoretical framework, and
how you will apply distant reading to your data set.






Any questions?



tomorrow's lecture by Susan will introduce you to
reading data from a postcolonial perspective
prepare a text analysis in small groups, using the
Amanda Gorman, the Qatar or the Oslo data sets

To prepare...



m.barget@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Thanks for your
participation!


